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INTERVIETW

(2:07 p.m.)

LT. REED: Good afternoon. It is July 9th, 2023. The time
is 1407. We're here to talk about the incident that happened on
Grande Acosta D'Avorio. Do you consent for this record?

MR. LEQUIGAN: Certainly.

LT. REED: Okay. Now, we're going to go around the room and
state our name and affiliation and we'll end with you, and we'll
ask you to spell your name as well. My name is Brandon Reed. I'm
with the U.S. Coast Guard.

MR. BARNUM: Good morning. I'm Bart -- afternoon. Bart
Barnum with the NTSB.

DET. VALDEZ: Detective Juan Valdez, Port Authority Police
Department.

cwo | chief warrant Officer |} I coast
Guard Sector New York, Investigations.

DET. PALERMO: Detective Sergeant Palermo with the Port
Authority Police.

DET. RIOS: Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police.

MS. HULL: Stacy Hull, ATF.

MR. PLESNIAK: I'm Mike Plesniak with ATF.

MR. BONUZZI: Matteo Bonuzzi, Montgomery McCracken for the
vessel.

MR. PITTMAN: Willy Pittman, U.S. Coast Guard.

MS. McATEE: Nancy McAtee, NTSB.
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LT. REED: 1I'll ask you to identify yourself.

MR. LEQUIGAN: I'm -- good afternoon. I'm Nicholo Rae
Lequigan.

LT. REED: And will you spell your name?

MR. LEQUIGAN: N-i-c-h-o-1l-o.

LT. REED: And last name.

MR. LEQUIGAN: Then the second name is Rae, R-a-e, and then
the last name is Lequigan, L-e-g-u-i-g-a-n.

LT. REED: Okay. Thank you for that.

INTERVIEW OF NICHOLO RAE LEQUIGAN

BY LT. REED:

Q. Can you tell us what your position is on board?
A. I'm the second officer.
Q. Second officer. And how long have you been sailing? Like

what's your history?

A. Since about 2013.

Q. 2013.

A. Yeah.

Q. How long have you worked with Grimaldi?

A This is my first time in Grimaldi.

0. First time in Grimaldi. So this is your first vessel as
well?

A. Yes, with Grimaldi.

Q. Okay. How long have you been on board?

A. Two months.
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Q. Two months.

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. How long is your contract?
A. Six months.

@)

Six months contract. Can you tell us a little bit about what

your responsibilities are on board?

A. I'm responsible for the maintenance of the safety equipment.
Q. Which safety equipment?

A. The lifesaving and the firefighting equipment.

Q. Lifesaving and firefighting equipment. Do you have any -- as

far as like loading procedures, do you do anything for cargo

loading?

A. During cargo operation, I assist the chief officer.

Q. Okay.

A. And maintaining stability of the vessel and also to monitor

the progress of the loading operation, discharging and loading
operation.

Q. Okay. Is there a position on the ship that you usually
occupy during loading? Or do you switch?

A. Sometimes when the chief office, he will check the cargo
holds and we replace him in the cargo control room.

Q. Okay.

A. And sometimes he will assign me on the car decks to check the
loading, unloading and discharging.

Q. Okay. What kind of training do you receive on board as far
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as firefighting procedures?
A. Like monthly fire drills, yeah, we do.
Q. Does the company have any extra trainings to do like on the

computers or —--

A. Yeah, we have training computers, yeah.

Q. What kind of training in relation to fire is on the
computers?

A. I cannot remember if, you know, those are related to fire.
Q. Okay.

A. I'm still too much new on board.

Q. Okay. So you're still new on board. Since you've been on

board, have you had a fire drill where you simulated like a cargo

fire or a car on fire?

A. Yes.

Q. Yes. Do you remember the last time that was?

A. That's June, last week of June.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. So during the day of the incident -- before the

incident, what were you doing? Like how did your day play out?

A. Before the --

Q. Yeah, before the fire. The start of the day, what were you
doing?

A. After my watch on the afternoon at 1600, we went ashore.

Q. Okay.
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A. And then we hurried back to be assembled I think that's 2000.

Q. Okay. And what did you do at 20007

A. I'm in the cabin taking a rest.

Q. Okay. Did you resume watch at any time?

A. No.

Q. During the -- how were you made aware of the fire?

A. I heard the fire alarm and some people running in the

alleyways. So I got serious and rushed to the bridge to check

what's happening.

Q. Okay.
A. And then I find out that in the center, there's a fire in
cargo hold. So he instructed me to go back to my cabin to change

for emergency because I was still in my sleeping attire.

Q. Okay.

A. And then I went back to (indiscernible) and changed to
(indiscernible) .

Q. Okay. And what was your duties? What were you doing during

that emergency procedure?

A. To assist the captain on the bridge.

Q. Okay. And assisting the captain on the bridge, can you give
us what you were doing on the bridge? Like what assistance were
you providing?

A. Like if there is external communication coming from outside,
like the master is busy on internal communication, I have to

entertain those folks like that.
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Q. Okay. You were entering in the calls? Like were you logging

them somehow?

A. Also.

Q. What were you logging them on?

A. I cannot remember that time any details.

Q. Like what log -- what were you writing on? Were you writing

or was it in a computer?

A. Writing on a piece of paper.

Q. Just a piece of paper?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. So the fire starts. You go to your cabin, change out.
A Um-hum.

Q. You go to the bridge. Then you go to your cabin, change out,

and then you go back on the bridge. What happens next?
A. And then captain, he instructed me to check the -- on deck 12
for something on deck 12, and then I saw already the smoke coming

from the water tight door.

Q. Okay.

A. And then he asked me, is there any possibility can close the
door? No, captain, because the -- the smoke is really big and
thick.

Q. Okay.

A. So it's not possible to close the door any more unless

there's no smoke coming up.

Q. Okay. So the captain instructed you to go check the water
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tight door?

A. And I reported that it's open.

10

Q. Okay. How far did you make it in the -- did you try to go in

the space?
A. Between the first and the deck door because -- from bridge

going to deck door.

Q. Okay. Did you ever try to go to deck 11 to shut the door?
A. No.

0. When you saw the smoke, can you describe it?

A. It's black and thick smoke and it hurts my eyes.

Q. Okay.

A. That's why I rushed up to the bridge.

Q. Okay. Did you attempt to go to the door and have to turn
around or --
A. First afraid to attempt but it's -- cannot because it's

really painful to my eyes.

Q. Okay. So after this, you went back to the bridge?

A. Yes.

Q. What did you do next?

A. And then master instructed me to do a quick muster of the
crew.

Q. Okay. And how did, how did you do that?
A. So I went to the muster station and get the crew list and
check the crew, the whereabouts of the crew.

Q. Okay. How did you verify where the crew was?
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A. I checked every physical person, their -- each group and
because I cannot see physically, I asked them where is this
person, and they said they're on deck 12 trying to cool down the
deck floor.

Q. All right. Who was -- do you remember who was present for

that muster on deck 12? Was the chief mate up there and

boatswain?

A. No, they said chief mate and his team are in deck 10 they
said.

Q. Okay. When did this muster happen? Was it at the start of

the fire, after the C0O2, before the C02 went off?

A. That's after the fire started.

Q. After the fire started.

A. Um-hum.

Q. When you completed this muster, was it before the C02 was
initiated?

A. Yeah, before the CO2.

Q. Okay. And you had accountability for everybody?

A. Um-hum.

Q. Okay. After you completed the muster, what did you do next
A. Then the master said to bring some additional fire hoses.

I do a quick assistance to them, there at the muster station.

Q. Which fire hoses were you rigging or to which hydrant?
A. In the muster station.
Q. The hydrant at the muster station?
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A. Um-hum.
Q. Okay. What did you do next?
A. Then after that, I already check the crew, they're all

present and they're all accounted for up at the bridge.

Q. I'm sorry. I didn't get that. You checked the what?
A. The crew.
Q. Oh, the crew that were present, okay. And then you went back

to the bridge. Okay. What did you do on the bridge?

A. I continued logging all the time and events.

Q. Okay. Do you have that 1log?

A. No, I did not bring the log.

Q. Okay. What's the, what's the next major event that you

remember logging?

A. I not remember the timeline of events.

Q. Okay. Do you, do you remember logging the CO2 discharge?
A. Yeah, but I remember but I cannot remember the time.

Q. That's fine. That's fine. Was that the next thing that

happened when you were on the bridge when you got back there?
A. Yeah, that was already on the bridge.

Q. Okay. And then the C02 was going off when you got back to
the bridge?

A. I was already on the bridge before they release it.

Q. Okay. So you were already up there. What do you remember
happening after the C02 went off?

A. I heard there's calling that the smoke is going thin.
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Q. The smoke's already going thin?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Okay. Was there any discussions on the bridge after
that happened or -- that you remember?

A. No, I can't remember.

Q. Okay. What do you remember next?

A. A lot of events already happened and I cannot remember when

they were.
Q. Okay. Do you remember logging in the closing of the dampers

for ventilation?

A. I cannot remember the time.

Q. Well, that's fine. But did you remember logging it? Time's
okay.

A. I only remember the time, the time when they -- someone

requested to open a damper.

Q. Okay. Had the firefighters already gotten there at that
time?

A. Yeah.

Q. Yeah. Do you -- did you log when the firefighters were on
board?

A. They're already -- I also logged them. I can't remember a
time.

Q. Okay. That's fine. Do you remember any discussions -- okay.

Do you remember the master leaving the bridge at any time?

A. Yes, sometimes he leaves to check on something.
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Q. Okay. Was there ever a point that a firefighter came to the
bridge?

A. No.

Q. No. Okay.

A. No.

Q. Do you remember overhearing the master talking about the fire

control plan at all?

A. Yeah, I think I heard that.
Q. Can you -- do you know any details about that?
A. Yeah, I only heard that he instructed the watch on the ramp

to give this plan to the firefighters.

Q. Okay. Was that after they were already on board?
A. Yeah.
Q. Yeah. Okay. So, do you remember the master leaving to try

to shut the deck 12 weather deck or weather door, sorry?

A. He left there only to -- I think he left only the bridge to
check with the teams, with the cooling teams.

Q. Okay. Okay. All right. 1Is there -- do you remember any
conversations the master having with the firefighters?

A. I can't remember.

Q. You can't remember. Okay. And what's some significant
things that you do remember logging? And they don’t have to be in
order.

A. I remember when was the CO2 was released, and then open the

-— then after the smoke is going thin, they requested to open the
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dampers and switch on the extractor.

Q. Okay.

A. And then after that, I heard the report that the fire
rekindled.

Q. Okay.

A. And then they requested again to shut off the dampers. And,

that's all I remember.
Q. Okay. Okay. Were you on the bridge the entire time until

abandon ship?

A. Yes.

Q. Yes.

A. I'm on the bridge.

Q. Okay. Was anybody else on the bridge besides you and the
master?

A. I cannot remember because sometimes there are people that are
passing there, emergency or someone. I not remember who's passing

on the bridge.
Q. Okay. Okay. Were you instructed to call anybody when you

were on the bridge?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did the master instruct you to make any contacts with anybody
else while you were on the bridge, like to crew or out -- like

outside agencies?
A. No. We only received calls from outside.

Q. You only received the calls from outside.
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Um-hum.

Do you remember who was calling?
That's the DPA of the vessel --
Okay.

-—- from Italy.

Okay. Do you remember any calls being made about the vessel

response plan?

A.

Q.

Q.

I received this one call from QNI (ph.).

Okay.

That's the only call I remember.

LT. REED: Okay. Okay. All right. Well, I'll pass it on.
BY MR. BARNUM:

Okay. Thank you, Nicholo, very much. You mentioned the

vessel plan. What is that? Do you know what that is?

A.

That's during emergency who was to call, to respond during

the emergency just in case.

Q.
it?
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

fire?

A.

Q.

The vessel response plan tells you how to do that or what is

Can you explain that a little more?

I cannot explain but one thing I saw that book.

Okay. So it's a book basically --

Yeah.

-— you saw. Okay. Did you see it the other night during the
Did you see that book?

I saw that on the table, the book.

The night of the fire?
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A. Yeah.

Q. Was it open?

A. Yeah, it's open.

Q. It's open. Okay. And what was in it? Did you read any of
it?

A. I only, I only found this contact Dungeon Smith (ph.)
Americas.

Q. Is that the QI or is that a -- who is that?

A. I think they're a salvage team.

Q. Salvage team. So you found that number or that contact in
the vessel response plan. Were you -- did someone tell you to

look for that or --

A.

>

b= ©

>0

No, I think that master just brought that book on the bridge.
The master brought it on the bridge.

Yeah.

Was there any other numbers in there or --

That's the only that I can remember.

You said the DPA called the ship from Italy?

Yeah, I mean he called on the ships mobile telephone and he's

talking to the master like every time he calls, the master

entertains him.

Q.

A.

What were they talking about?
It's Italian. I can't understand.
Okay. They didn't speak in Tagalog (ph.)? No.

No.
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Q. Okay. Did you see the captain looking at the RP at all?
A. No, I did not focus because I was busy on the monitoring of

the stability of the ship.

Q. Okay.

A. And was trying to maintain my status.

Q. Okay. How were you doing that?

A. Using the computer on the bridge.

Q. Is that the ballast computer or --

A. Yeah, ballast.

Q. Explain to me how you were controlling the list?

A. With the ballast computer.

Q. So you were starting pumps and opening valves and stuff.
A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. All right. Did you at any point call the local fire

department or call the U.S. Coast Guard or anybody --

A. No.

Q. -- did you call?

A. No.

Q. Did you see the captain make any calls, use the radio at all?
A No, I did not see him.

Q. You did not see him. The only calls that you received from
off the ship were on the satellite phone or did you get any calls
on the radio?

A. The QNI person called us up, face-to-face, they're calling

through mobile ship's mobile phone.
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Q. Okay. So the captain talked to DPA and then the QNI called

on what phone?

A. Satellite phone.
Q. Satellite. Different phone.
A. Yeah, different phones.

Q. And you answered the QI and --

A And just gave me the (indiscernible) and he said I'll get on
it shortly and that's all that he says.

Q. Okay. Was this after the fire department was there or when
was that?

A. I think the fire department's already there.

Q. Okay. All right. Do you know if the captain talked to
anybody other than the DPA?

A. This Satoriano (ph.) guy, on the phone, because he appeared

on the phone.

Q. Could you repeat? I didn't catch that. What did you say?

A. The name of the bank on the phone. Satoriano.

Q. Is he the DPA?

A. Yeah, he's the DPA.

Q. That's the vessel's DPA, this gentleman?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Did you see anybody else? Did anybody else call other

than him?
A. Some other -- only number of person that called. It's not

registered.
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Q. So there was someone else that called but you don't know who
it was?

A. Yeah.

Q. Was he talking Italian?

A. Yeah, talk Italian.

Q. Was there any other calls from different numbers?

A. I cannot remember the numbers.

Q. But there were other calls?

A. Yeah, because the phone, it's most of the time it rings and
the master is already (indiscernible). He said to me, this is
crazy.

Q. Really.

A. They know we're busy here with the fire.

Q. Yeah. There was a lot of calls then, yeah.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Did he feel 1like the calls -- any of the calls were

helpful or was it kind of just a nuisance?

A. I think it's important because he entertained most of the
calls.

Q. Okay. But he was getting tired of them at some point?

A. Yeah, some point.

Q. Some point he was. Okay. All right. Thanks. Switching

gears a little bit. You said part of your duties are safety
equipment on board. I'm trying to get a good number of how much

safety equipment you had, in particular your breathing apparatus,
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your SCBA. How many did you have on board?

A. In fire station number 1 and number 3, we have one set of
fireman's outfit.

Q. Okay.

A. And in fire station number 2, we have also one set of
(indiscernible) and fireman suit, one spare breathing apparatus

and two spare fireman suit.

Q. Okay. I'm going to break that down just for my
clarification. Fire station 1, where is that?

A. In deck 11 near the -- in front of the elevator.
Q. Okay. And they had one fireman's suit.

A. Yeah.

Q. And one breathing apparatus?

A. Um-hum.

Q. And any extra bottles?

A. Two extra bottles.

Q. Two extra bottles. Okay. And then fire station 3, where is
that?

A. In the deck 5 also beside the elevator.

Q. Deck 5.

A. Yeah.

Q. And that had -- what did that have in it?

A. The same as fire station number 1.

Q. Three extra bottles as well?

A. Two extra bottles.
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Q. Two extra. Okay. And then the last fire station number 2,

where is that?

A. Behind the bridge, starboard side.

Q. Deck 12.

A. Yeah, deck 12.

Q. Bridge deck.

A. Yeah.

Q. And please, what did that have in it again?

A. Inside the equipment locker, there's one set of breathing

apparatus with two spare bottles and one fireman's outfit.

Q. Okay.

A. And there's one spare breathing apparatus but it's intended
for the chemical response, chemical emergency response only but we
can use that as an emergency and during emergency.

Q. Okay. During this fire, what equipment was used? I
understand the fitter and the boatswain were dressed out with

breathing apparatus.

A. Um-hum.

Q. Where did those breathing apparatus come from?

A. From fire station number 2 and number 1.

Q. Okay. Did anybody use the apparatus that was in fire station
37

A. I'm not -——- I cannot remember.

Q. Okay. How about the chemical apparatus? Was that attempted

to be used?
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A. Yeah, they attempted but, they attempted but it's only, it's
only like almost the sun is coming up.
Q. Um-hum. And I know what that is. There's no thermal

protection. It's just chemical, but it still has the breathing

device.
A. Yeah.
Q. Does it? 1I'm asking you. My understanding it is. But does

it have a SCBA?

A. Yes, SCBA. Technically it's a CBA. 1It's a CBA.

Q. Okay. The other fireman's outfit and the extra breathing
apparatus in number 3, you —-- can you remember if that was used by
anybody?

A. I cannot remember.

Q. Okay. Are there any other bottles anywhere else?

A. Also they're in fire station number 2.

0. Right, I understand, but outside of your fire stations, I

understand there's a breathing air compressor on board. Can you
tell me where that is?

A. Fire station number 2.

Q. Okay. Throughout this fire, was -- did anybody use that

compressor to fill bottles?

A. I tried to refill one bottle because I already saw that it's
--— all bottles are almost used up. So I tried to refill one
bottle.

Q. Had you ever filled bottles before?
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A. Yes. After drill.

Q. After every drill. On this vessel, you have filled them
before?

A. Yes, yes.

Q. Okay. You said you tried to fill one during the fire. What

prevented you from doing that?

A. I filled one bottle.

Q. You filled one.

A. Yeah, I filled one bottle.

Q. Why just one? Why not more?

A Because I'm doing multitask, help also to monitor the

stability of the ship.

Q. Okay.

A. And also (indiscernible).

Q. Did anyone ask you to fill more bottles?
A. No, it's just my initiative.

Q. Who asked you to fill it?

A. Just my initiative to fill.

Q. Oh, okay. Your initiative. Okay. When the bottles are in
standby, when you have them in the fire stations, are they kept

full or are they empty?

A. They're full.

Q. Okay. All right. Thank you. You mentioned you did a drill
of a cargo fire recently. Can you just take me through that
drill? Where was it? How did you respond to it?
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A. It was in deck 12, the last drill.

Q. The last drill was on deck 12? It was a fire.
A. Yeah.

0. Car -- what kind of fire?

A. Car fire.

Q. Car fire on deck 12. So just kind of take me through the
drill? Are you eating lunch or are you on the bridge? How did
the alarm sound? When was it? Just take your time, relax. If
you need a drink, please take a drink. Just tell me the drill.

A. The drill was -- happen after my watch 1600.

Q. Okay. Just tell me, tell me like how -- just take me through
the whole drill? How you were alarmed? How you were alerted of
the drill? How do you know where the fire is? Where do you go?
What are other people doing?

A. So it was announced on PA where's the fire location of the
fire. And then we did the muster. After all counted, the fire
teams reported that they already told about the fire. And that
they attack the fire using fire extinguisher, the fire hoses first

and then after that, they used the fire extinguishers.

Q. Okay.
A. And that's the, you know.
Q. It sounded relatively clear. And you might have said this,

but what is your duty in a fire emergency drill as second officer?
A. I have to assist muster on the bridge.

Q. So you go to the bridge?
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A. Yeah.

Q. The same thing that you did in this accident?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Was this drill done at sea or at the dock?

A. At sea.

Q. Okay. I just have one further questions here, just a little
clarification on the log you said you were keeping. Was it in the

official logbook? It was on --

A. It was on a piece of paper, an 8x4 size paper, blank paper.
Q. 8x4 size. Okay. Were you -- did you have a radio? Could
you hear --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- what people were saying?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Did you -- were you hearing people talk about securing

water tight doors?

A. Yeah, I heard but not much of details.

Q. Okay. And you had went out and assisted with taking a muster
of the crew after the fire alarm went off?

A. That's after when I reported to captain that the water tight
in deck 12 is open and already a lot of smoke is coming out. And
I return to bridge, and he said go in the muster station and do a
qguick muster.

Q. So you mustered the crew that was there.

A. Um—-hum.
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Q. Were there crew still on deck 10 fight the fire or had they
already retreated?

A. They said that in deck 10, it's the fire team of chief
officer -- the team of chief officer.

Q. On deck 10.

A. Um-hum.

Q. Okay. So after that, they retreated. We know that they went
down to deck 3, to the ramp. Did you go back to the bridge or did

you stay with the people on deck 127

A. I stayed with them to assist the rigging the fire hoses --

Q. Okay.

A. -- in the muster station.

Q. During this time, we know that they were securing water tight
doors up to the weather deck and to deck 3. Did you heard -- you

said you didn't him talking about closing the doors on the radio?
A. I cannot remember.

Q. That's fine. And then someone came and attempted to close
the water tight door on deck 12. Do you know who that was?

A. No.

Q. Was it someone within your group you were with or maybe

someone else?

A. I cannot remember.
Q. Did you see someone or go try to secure the door?
A. No, I cannot see them from the bridge. I cannot see because

it's full of cars.
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Q. I thought you were -- at the time you were on the -- when you
were mustering with the crew on deck 12.

A. I cannot also see.

Q. You can't see. Did you hear anybody say I'm going to shut
the door?

A. No.

Q. No. Okay. After you went back to the bridge, and before
they released C02, was there another muster taken of the crew?

A. That's the last muster I did before the CO2 was released.

0. You said that the muster that you took, was that the only
muster that was taken?

A. Yeah.

Q. And that was when they were still in fighting the fire? 1It's
okay, correct me if I'm wrong but a minute ago you said when you
took the muster, the first officer and others were still engaged

in the fire on deck 10.

A. Yeah.

Q. Is that accurate?

A. Yeah, during mustering.

Q. Okay. So, after they left the space, you went back to the

bridge, they secured the water tight doors, and before they
released CO2, there wasn't another muster taken?

A. No, no other muster taken.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

MR. BARNUM: That's all the question for now.
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CWO _ Chief Warrant Officer _
By cwo

Q. For the bridge, is the main fire panel located on the bride?
A. Yes.
Q. And on the main fire panel, what was the fire alarm that you

saw on the panel?

A. It's from deck 10 and 11.

Q. And, these alarms for deck 10 and 11, this would have shown
where the fire was happening for that alarm?

A. I cannot remember the specific identification.

Q. I see. And when you had gone up to the bridge, the fire

alarm panel was already activated and the alarm was already

activated?
A. Yeah, already activated.
Q. I see. During the fire, do you have a checklist that you use

for your procedures or for your steps that you are taking during
the fire?

A. I'm sorry, sir. Can you repeat?

Q. Yes. Do you have a checklist for fires when you have a fire
on board and do you --

A. Yeah, we have -- during emergency, we have checklist.

Q. Okay. Is it just an emergency checklist or is it a fire
checklist just for when you have a fire?

A. It's for general emergency because you have to fill it up

what kind of emergency it is.
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Q. I see. And as you complete the steps, you will check if it
has been done or completed?

A. I did not finish it because, because I used a piece of paper
instead of the checklist because the lines there are very small.

You cannot put the details --

Q. I see.
A. -— only time and some checks.
Q. So you have the paper to follow the checklist but you can't

fill it out and see what you are doing and which is completed as
you go along?

A. Yeah.

Q. I see. In the checklist, does it have a step for closing

water tight doors in the garage?

A. There's a step, yeah.

Q. Is there also a step for activating CO27?

A. That one I cannot remember.

Q. Okay. That's fine. For the activation of C02, what is the

procedure that you are trained for when it is activated? What

location does it get activated from? And who activates it?

A. Chief engineer is responsible for activating the CO2.

Q. Where at? Where would the chief engineer activate the CO02?
A. He can activate in the local and remote areas.

Q. I see. And the cool areas would be the C0OZ2 room?

A. Yes.

Q. Where would be remote areas?
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A. In fire station number 2. That's the remote area for cargo
holds. And fire station number 3, that's CO2 location for the

engine room.

Q. And is there a means to activate CO2 on the bridge-?
A. I don't know. No means.
Q. And in regards to the water tight doors for the garage area,

is there an alarm panel or an indicator on the bridge to show
whether these doors are open or closed?

A. Yeah, there's an indicator.

Q. Do you know i1f there are any issues with this indicator panel
that you know of?

A. No.

Q. So if it showed that a door was open, then you would know
that that door was open or closed?

A. Yeah but during that time, I did not, I did not see the

panel. I did notice the panel on this water tight door.

Q. I see. During the incident or during the fire, you didn't
notice. Why didn't you notice? Was it because you were --

A. Yeah, because I was busy at the bridge that day.

Q. I see. And at any time during the fire, did you energize any

fire pump?

A. When I came to the bridge, I already noticed one fire pump is
running, the green light.

Q. Do you recall which fire pump was running?

A. I cannot recall.
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Q. Okay. And then as far as the international shore
connections, do you know how many international shore connections
you have on board the ship?
A. On the weather deck we have one port and starboard and in the
ramp -- one in the ramp, starboard side near the ramp, near the
fire plan.
Q. I see. And the general emergency checklist, does it list
anything about the international shore connections at all?
A. I'm not -- cannot remember.
Q. Okay. That's all I have. Thank you.

LT. REED: Around?

MR. PLESNIAK: I just have a couple of questions. Mike
Plesniak with ATF.

BY MR. PLESNIAK:
Q. From the bridge, can you monitor which decks are energized
with electricity?
A. No.
Q. No, you can't monitor that from the bridge. Okay. I think
my other questions were answered already. At any point, did you

observe the fire?

A. No, I did not.

Q. You never saw the actual fire.

A. No.

Q. And my last question is just you mentioned that after the CO2

was deployed, that the smoke started to thin. Can you just
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describe what the smoke looked like at that time, the color --

A.

Q.

your

I only heard in the radio.

But you didn't see it?

Yeah.

Okay. Thank you.

LT. REED: Okay. So this will conclude our interview. It is
I want to thank you very much for your time and sharing

experience with us. It is very helpful.

MR. BARNUM: Thank you.

(Whereupon, at 2:51 p.m., the interview was concluded.)
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