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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(11:19 a.m.)   2 

 LT REED:  Good afternoon, the date is July 25th, 2023.  The 3 

time is 11:19 a.m.  We are at the Port Authority Building 260 in 4 

Newark, New Jersey.  I'm Lieutenant Brandon Reed with the U.S. 5 

Coast Guard and I'm here with -- please state your name. 6 

 MR. SOTO:  Jairo Soto, J-a-i-r-o S-o-t-o. 7 

 LT REED:  Okay. 8 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Tony DaSilva, T-o-n-y D-a-S-i-l-v-a. 9 

 LT REED:  And -- 10 

 MR. GIUNTA:  Michael Giunta, M-i-c-h-a-e-l G-i-u-n-t-a, the 11 

Newark Firefighters president of the union. 12 

 MR. SOTO:  Okay. 13 

 MS. RIVERS:  And I'm Corinne Rivers, last name R-i-v-e-r-s, 14 

and I'm an attorney with the City of Newark, here for Firefighters 15 

Soto and DaSilva. 16 

 LT REED:  Okay.  And do you all both agree for these 17 

representatives to be present during your interview? 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yes. 19 

 LT REED:  Okay.  We are this conducting this joint agency 20 

interview as part of the Coast Guard/NTSB investigation into the 21 

facts surrounding the fire and subsequent firefighter deaths on 22 

board the Costa or Grande Costa D'Avorio on July 5th, 2023. 23 

 Do you consent to this recording being recorded?  Interview 24 

being recorded. 25 
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 MR. DaSILVA:  Yes. 1 

 MR. SOTO:  Yes. 2 

 LT REED:  Okay.  Now we'll go around the room for 3 

introductions.  Please state and spell your last name. 4 

 MR. LALLO:  Yes.  Greg Lallo, PEOSH Safety, Compliance 5 

Officer.  Last name spelled L-a-l-l-o. 6 

 MR. WELLS:  Good morning, Adam Wells, from Essex County 7 

Prosecutor's Office.  W-e-l-l-s. 8 

 MR. KESELICA:  Detective Joseph Keselica, Essex County 9 

Prosecutor's Office.  Last name is K-e-s-e-l-i-c-a. 10 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Captain Braulio Villegas, V-i-l-l-e-g-a-s, 11 

Division of Fire Safety. 12 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Terri Malinoski, New Jersey Department of 13 

Health, PEOSH, Compliance Officer.  M-a-l-i-n-o-s-k-i. 14 

 MS. RIOS:  Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police 15 

Department.  R-i-o-s. 16 

 MR. PALERMO:  Detective Sergeant Fabio Palermo,  17 

P-a-l-e-r-m-o, Port Authority Police. 18 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Mike Richardson, R-i-c-h-a-r-d-s-o-n, 19 

firefighter fatality investigator with NIOSH. 20 

 LT REED:  And on the computer, Commander Barger. 21 

 CDR BARGER:  Good morning, Chris Barger, B-a-r-g-e-r, 22 

investigating officer with the Coast Guard. 23 

 LT REED:  And Mr. Pittman. 24 

 MR. PITTMAN:  Willie Pittman, U.S. Coast Guard 25 



6 
 

 
FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 

Court Reporting  Transcription 
D.C. Area 301-261-1902 

Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

investigations, the National Center of Expertise.  My last name is  1 

P-i-t-t-m-a-n. 2 

 LT REED:  And again, I'm Brandon Reed, R-e-e-d, with the U.S. 3 

Coast Guard. 4 

 Mr. Mike Richardson with NIOSH, as a technical expert on 5 

firefighting, will lead the initial portion of the interview, 6 

after which we'll go around the room and allow other people to ask 7 

questions. 8 

INTERVIEW OF TONY DaSILVA AND JAIRO SOTO 9 

 LT REED:  First, if I could, starting with Firefighter 10 

DaSilva, who are you employed by? 11 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Newark Fire Department. 12 

 LT REED:  And what is your position? 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Currently, a firefighter on Ladder 4. 14 

 LT REED:  Okay.  And how long have you held this position? 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  A little over 9 years. 16 

 LT REED:  And how long have you been employed with the fire 17 

department? 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  A little over 9 years. 19 

 LT REED:  Okay.  Mr. Soto, who are you employed by? 20 

 MR. SOTO:  Newark Fire Department. 21 

 LT REED:  What is your position? 22 

 MR. SOTO:  Firefighter on Ladder 4. 23 

 LT REED:  How long have you held this position? 24 

 MR. SOTO:  Going on 13 years in October. 25 
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 LT REED:  Okay.  And how long have you been with the fire 1 

department? 2 

 MR. SOTO:  Thirteen years. 3 

 LT REED:  Thirteen years.  All right, thank you for that.  I 4 

will pass it on to Mr. Richardson. 5 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Just wanted to say once again very 6 

sorry for the loss of Augie and Bear, so -- 7 

 MR. SOTO:  Thank you. 8 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  -- our sincere condolences to everyone with 9 

the Department. 10 

 So what we want to do is just have a conversation to recall, 11 

the best of your ability, what took place on that day in terms of 12 

your actions.  Just to confirm, the two of you were operating 13 

together, correct? 14 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct. 15 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So if you want, you can just take turns 16 

alternating in terms of what you remember, what you recall, so one 17 

of you can start off, the other then can go back and add or 18 

anything else.  We'll kind of take this, if it's okay, and break 19 

it up into some kind of chunks and then what we'll do is at the 20 

natural break points here, we'll allow individuals to have 21 

questions to kind of clarify things, okay? 22 

 So if you could just start us off with your dispatch, your 23 

response, what you had once you arrived on scene, and what your 24 

very first initial actions would've been in the first couple of 25 
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minutes.  So whichever one of you would like to start. 1 

 MR. SOTO:  I believe we were dispatched 9:30-ish, I'm not 2 

sure of the time. 3 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yeah, okay. 4 

 MR. SOTO:  We arrived on the scene, didn't look too crazy, we 5 

went -- the chief ordered the 27 Engine to go upstairs -- 6 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 7 

 MR. SOTO:  -- see what's going on.  They were having probably 8 

some -- what seemed like some trouble locating the fire. 9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 10 

 MR. SOTO:  That's when Deputy 1 sent Ladder 4 upstairs to 11 

help them out. 12 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 13 

 MR. SOTO:  You want me to just run through it or -- 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Real quick, chief told you to go to -- so 15 

that first chief that told 27, was that, who was that, do you 16 

recall? 17 

 MR. SOTO:  That was Kupko.  Deputy 1 hasn't -- didn't arrive 18 

on the scene yet. 19 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So that's the battalion chief that -- 20 

 MR. SOTO:  Yes, I'm sorry.  Yeah. 21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  -- initially told 27 to -- to go up and 22 

check out? 23 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  And then Division 1 is the one that told 25 
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Ladder 4 to follow up, to head up -- 1 

 MR. SOTO:  Deputy 1, yeah. 2 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Deputy 1, yes. 3 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 4 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yeah, okay.  All right. 5 

 MR. SOTO:  He sent us upstairs to check it out, it was four 6 

of us.  We started to go upstairs to the 10th deck, the stairs are 7 

very narrow and, you know, high, you know, a high peak or 8 

whatever, and as I was going upstairs, I told my captain to just 9 

give me a TIC because I was going to get -- Tony and I would get 10 

upstairs faster than they would. 11 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 12 

 MR. SOTO:  So from what I remember, we go upstairs, I don't 13 

know, I don't remember what floor it was, there where you cross 14 

the deck to reach the other side. 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We crossed on the sky deck, we went across the 16 

stern of the ship to the -- to the other staircase. 17 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct. 18 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So the top deck would be Deck 12. 19 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 20 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, I believe we went to Deck 12, yeah. 21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So you would've come out on Deck 11 22 

out of the stairs and just to confirm, did you take the stairs 23 

that were closest to the dock, up? 24 

 MR. SOTO:  Well, that's -- you know, it's -- 25 
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 MR. DaSILVA:  Took the staircase on the right.  So -- 1 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 2 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yeah, okay. 3 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- starboard? 4 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yeah, correct. 5 

 MR. SOTO:  And we were looking in, we took the stair, the 6 

staircase on the right. 7 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yes, okay. 8 

 MR. SOTO:  Little did we know, it was probably better to take 9 

the staircase on the left because it would've sent us directly -- 10 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 11 

 MR. SOTO:  -- to those decks, you know, the -- 12 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 13 

 MR. SOTO:  -- doors for the decks. 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 15 

 MR. SOTO:  But we had to cross over, anyway. 16 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 17 

 MR. SOTO:  And we get there, you know, we're going up the 18 

stairs and, you know, I smelled that chemical kind of smoke, 19 

whatever, I put my mask on, I didn't want to breathe that stuff 20 

in.  By the time I got up there, you know, my tank was probably 21 

past half way. 22 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 23 

 MR. SOTO:  I had to take -- Tony and I went in on Deck 10 and 24 

I located the fire with the TIC. 25 
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 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 1 

 MR. SOTO:  It was pretty hot, smoky in there.  With the TIC, 2 

I looked up on the ceiling, I saw it was bright orange, I didn't 3 

know if that was just from the heat because it's all metal in 4 

there, metal underneath, metal on the sides.  Oh, steel, I'm 5 

sorry.  And steel on the ceiling. 6 

 So that's when we backed out, I got in contact with the 7 

captain from Engine 27 and I think he was on Deck 11, but I think 8 

he was still in the hallway, and I took him in and I showed him 9 

where the fire was, he said okay.  From there, it gets a little 10 

foggy because I don't remember who brought a line in or any of 11 

that kind of stuff. 12 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So up to this point there is no hose line in 13 

on Deck 10? 14 

 MR. SOTO:  No, no. 15 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 16 

 MR. SOTO:  Because I think at the time they were determining 17 

whether the fire was on 11 or 10 or 12. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, I remember they wanted us to check out 19 

Deck 10 because they were told by the -- 20 

 MR. SOTO:  That that's where it started. 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- crew boat that that's where it had started. 22 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 23 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So like Firefighter Soto said, we were just 25 
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ordered to go in, do a quick reconnaissance of the area, not to 1 

venture too far off, stay in contact visually with the door, which 2 

we did.  We located two cars, right?  It looked like, at one  3 

point -- 4 

 MR. SOTO:  It looked like it was two cars, but it was pretty 5 

smoky in there. 6 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, it looked like they had been fully 7 

involved at one point -- 8 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, they looked like they were -- 9 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- they were all charred out. 10 

 MR. SOTO:  Exactly. 11 

 MR. DaSILVA:  And there was other cars that were probably 12 

charred out on the right-hand side, but there was still some fire 13 

inside those two cars, the dash or under the hood, and -- 14 

 MR. SOTO:  Seemed like it was minimal fire -- 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Right. 16 

 MR. SOTO:  -- again, like he said, it seemed like it was just 17 

charred. 18 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 19 

 MR. SOTO:  It was pretty much smoked out. 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It was nothing else in any other area that we 21 

could see.  I think I ventured off a little bit to the left, 22 

Firefighter Soto pulled me over and said, you know, the fire's 23 

over here, I was like all right, there it is.  We came out and 24 

like you said, right, requested somebody. 25 
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 MR. SOTO:  Well, yeah, I -- 1 

 MR. DaSILVA:  A line was brought down the staircase. 2 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, I don't -- I don't remember who brought the 3 

line in. 4 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I don't know, either, but they were short, 5 

right? 6 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct, the first time. 7 

 MR. DaSILVA:  They were about 3, 4 feet short from the door.  8 

That crew went back up for another crew and when they came back 9 

down, they had enough length to bring the line in.  That's where 10 

that crew went in, I don't know how many guys were in there,  11 

but -- 12 

 MR. SOTO:  I don't remember who brought the line in, but -- 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, this -- 14 

 MR. SOTO:  -- I do remember, finally, my captain, at that 15 

time, who was a swap, he's not my original captain, and Bear, God 16 

rest his soul, and then I noticed Ozzie, Captain Rebetto (ph.) and 17 

Augie.  Now, I don't remember if they brought the line in, again, 18 

I don't remember that part, everything was a little -- 19 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, we were -- 20 

 MR. SOTO:  Some commotion. 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We were outside trying to catch our breath, 22 

right? 23 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We had taken off our masks briefly. 25 
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 MR. SOTO:  By that time, my tank was -- 1 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Right. 2 

 MR. SOTO:  -- pretty much out. 3 

 MR. DaSILVA:  And then at this point, I noticed the line had 4 

been caught in between the door or whatnot, it sort of like had 5 

formed like a 90-degree bend going in. 6 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, we helped flake, I remember that. 7 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So I believe -- yeah, we kind of -- I put my 8 

mask back on and I went back in, briefly flaked the line some more 9 

to loosen it up, went a little further in with the line, saw that 10 

it was pinched on a pillar of some sort, a support, took that out, 11 

then sort of followed the line back up to who had it and I noticed 12 

that there was Captain Ozzie, Augie, and Bear, they were on the 13 

line.  I pulled to the right of Firefighter Bear, I mean, Brooks, 14 

I saw he had a TIC, he was sort of like scoping out the top, top 15 

of the car, top of the beams. 16 

 MR. SOTO:  Steel. 17 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So I got in front a little bit, I was carrying 18 

a Halogen and I popped open the tailgate of a car, right, broke 19 

the glass, opened the door, but Captain Ozweiller (ph.) had 20 

shifted his guide to concentrate on the beams.  At this point I 21 

noticed, after I had done that slight overhaul, kind of stepped 22 

back a little bit, dropped to a knee, catch my breath a little 23 

bit.  When I got back up, I noticed that it was much hotter at 24 

this point.  I looked for the line, I -- I patted Bear on the -- 25 
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on his arm and I told him I'm going out and turned around, I 1 

really couldn't -- 2 

 (Audio malfunction.) 3 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I used the -- 4 

 (Audio malfunction.) 5 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- not sure who gave it to me, but either one 6 

of the chiefs or one of the captains gave it.  I used that light 7 

to focus in on -- 8 

 (Audio malfunction.) 9 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- and I kind of traced the one on his hand 10 

around and then at this point -- 11 

 MR. SOTO:  It was a staircase. 12 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Staircase, right. 13 

 MR. SOTO:  Because my tank was low and I wasn't going -- 14 

 (Audio malfunction.) 15 

 MR. SOTO:  -- but at that time, they brought me a tank and I 16 

was -- 17 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah.  So Firefighter -- 18 

 (Audio malfunction.) 19 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- came down the staircase.  I told -- 20 

 MR. SOTO:  Chief Maresca (ph.). 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, Chief Maresca -- 22 

 (Audio malfunction.) 23 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- and he was swapping it out.  Told Chief 24 

Maresca, I told him it's getting bad in there, it's getting hot 25 
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and he immediately yelled into the deck, ordered the guys to get 1 

out, then banged on the side of the hull to get their attention to 2 

come out and then I think at this point, there was a large volume 3 

of smoke that came down. 4 

 MR. SOTO:  Someone opened, I'm not sure -- 5 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Well, we can't say somebody opened -- 6 

 MR. SOTO:  -- I don't know -- 7 

 (Crosstalk) 8 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It's just a large volume of smoke came into the 9 

staircase -- 10 

 MR. SOTO:  And heat. 11 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- from above. 12 

 MR. SOTO:  Smoke and heat. 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  And Chief Maresca and Johnson, I believe at 14 

this point, raced up the staircase to figure out what was going 15 

on, and me and Soto kind of debated about what to do there for a 16 

second or two. 17 

 MR. SOTO:  I decided to tell Tony to bank out of the heat and 18 

smoke and go down and cover decks -- 19 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Right.  We noticed that -- 20 

 MR. SOTO:  -- and get away from it and let it clear up. 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We noticed that the decks below were clear. 22 

 MR. SOTO:  Clear. 23 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So we went down like two decks, maybe? 24 

 MR. SOTO:  Two or three. 25 
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 MR. DaSILVA:  Right.  Kind of stopped. 1 

 MR. SOTO:  Saw that we kind of cleared the black smoke -- 2 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It was clear. 3 

 MR. SOTO:  -- and the heat, so -- 4 

 MR. DaSILVA:  And then I think evacuation tones were going 5 

off at this point. 6 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, but we -- we started to go back up -- 7 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 8 

 MR. SOTO:  -- and the evacuation tones started to come in,  9 

so -- 10 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, I do remember that, you made an attempt 11 

to go back up a flight -- 12 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- and I briefly opened the door on Deck 7 to 14 

see what was going on. 15 

 MR. SOTO:  Right. 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  There was nothing going on, it was smoky, but 17 

there was no -- no heat no, no nothing.  We came back down and 18 

then we just proceeded to -- 19 

 MR. SOTO:  At that time, I was looking for the quickest way 20 

out in case -- 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Correct. 22 

 MR. SOTO:  -- what we saw happen, happened to the entire 23 

stairwell. 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah.  I mean, it looked like -- 25 
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 (Crosstalk) 1 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It looked like the staircase was about to be 2 

fully engulfed -- 3 

 MR. SOTO:  About to be engulfed and then there would've been 4 

a real problem. 5 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- in smoke because it was just getting thicker 6 

and thicker, the smoke.  So we proceeded to go down, as far down 7 

as we could, and -- 8 

 MR. SOTO:  After the evacuation tone. 9 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Right.  And then we got to Deck 5, ran out of 10 

stairs -- 11 

 MR. SOTO:  Um-hum. 12 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- opened the door and we were now directly 13 

outside of the entrance -- 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yeah. 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- the ramp that we came out of. 16 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 17 

 MR. DaSILVA:  And then we reported to -- to the deputy, 18 

right? 19 

 MR. SOTO:  Well, at the time I was trying to report to the 20 

deputy because as we were -- 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Right. 22 

 MR. SOTO:  This is where it gets chaotic.  That's where I 23 

hear, I believe Ozzie gave the mayday and mentioned my name, 24 

mentioned Tony's name in it, I believe.  I'm not -- I don't 25 
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recall.  I know they mentioned my name, and I was trying to key 1 

into the radio to let dispatch know that Tony and I were accounted 2 

for.  So at that time, I kind of made the decision, since the 3 

evacuation tones are going on and all this chaos is going on, 4 

let's back out outside and give maybe the deputy chief some sort 5 

of an update.  We came back out, told the deputy what was going 6 

on, I believe he spoke on the radio and said that Firefighter Soto 7 

and Firefighter DaSilva are accounted for. 8 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, they were doing a PAR. 9 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct.  And from there, we stood out, I got 10 

oxygen because I wasn't -- I was feeling a little woozy, I 11 

breathed some of that stuff in, initially.  And from there's -- 12 

 MR. DaSILVA:  That was pretty much it for us. 13 

 MR. SOTO:  That's pretty much it for our aspect of it.  So 14 

after that, it was just -- we weren't let back in, you know, we 15 

were -- they wanted fresh people back in there. 16 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 17 

 MR. SOTO:  And after a while, especially after the guys went 18 

missing, they really wouldn't let us back in, because maybe they 19 

didn't want us to find our own guy or something like that and 20 

instead of two, there might've been more, and we would've probably 21 

freaked out or something. 22 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Sure. 23 

 MR. SOTO:  That's my opinion on that. 24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  If you're okay, I'm going to run back 25 



20 
 

 
FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 

Court Reporting  Transcription 
D.C. Area 301-261-1902 

Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

here on our radio transmission and our timeline to try to tie some 1 

of this in, so I have Engine 16 were on the line with Ladder 4, 2 

"We're going to push in, we have no additional fire."  So at that 3 

point in time is when you all would've been out in the stairwell, 4 

to the best of your knowledge? 5 

 MR. SOTO:  Yes, yes. 6 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 7 

 MR. SOTO:  I believe so, yeah. 8 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So that's at 22:19, for everybody's 9 

benchmark.  We have from 22:20 to 22:22, we have multiple calls 10 

from Battalion 4 to Engine 16 to bring the line back out.  You 11 

believe that was when you had met face to face and said hey, 12 

things are getting worse in there? 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:   Yes.  A hundred percent. 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay, so that -- that would correspond with 15 

that? 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It was -- yes. 17 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Although, he -- Chief Maresca was -- I do 19 

remember he was pretty -- like, pretty adamant -- 20 

 MR. SOTO:  Pretty adamant -- 21 

 (Crosstalk) 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- like that and banging on the hull and 23 

yelling into the -- into the deck.  On the radio, he did sound 24 

more, more calm. 25 
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 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 1 

 MR. SOTO:  But at first it was a little different. 2 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, it was -- he was -- he was really 3 

yelling. 4 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Very adamant that they -- 5 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yes. 6 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  -- should leave the deck? 7 

 MR. SOTO:  But he's very calm over the radio, anyway. 8 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah.  Yeah, he's -- 9 

 MR. SOTO:  At least what it sounded -- 10 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I think he -- yeah, at that point, he was also 11 

going up the staircase.  I'm not sure if he relayed that message, 12 

one message, started the message on the entrance and then 13 

continued to repeat the same message as he went up. 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  And then we have, roughly, from 22:24 15 

down to 22:26, we have the number of times the tones were set off, 16 

we have the mayday, we have firefighters missing, and we have that 17 

going on.  Initially, the calls are for Acabou and Brooks, then at 18 

22:28, we have a transmission that -- it's from headquarters, 19 

"Have you found them, Cap?" and then the response is "Negative, 20 

we're looking for Firefighters Acabou, Brooks, and Soto."  So that 21 

was as you all at that point would've been in the stairwell 22 

heading down -- 23 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  -- correct?  Okay. 25 
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 MR. SOTO:  I believe Ozzie, Captain Rebetto said that because 1 

I guess he -- 2 

 MS. RIVERS:  No, no on a guess. 3 

 MR. SOTO:  Okay, I'm sorry.  No guessing. 4 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  And then at 22:28 we have "Ladder 4 to 5 

headquarters, this is Firefighter Soto, I'm safe on Deck 5."  They 6 

reply, "Copy.  Firefighter Soto is on Deck 5.  Battalion 4, do you 7 

copy?"  So that would've been when you all had -- 8 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, when I was trying to transmit to -- 9 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 10 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yeah. 11 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Tried multiple times, I think. 12 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, it was -- 13 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So that one did get through, so -- 14 

 MR. SOTO:  Oh, yeah.  I didn't -- 15 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So is everybody good -- 16 

 MR. SOTO:  I didn't even know it went through. 17 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  That's at 22:28, okay.  And then the PAR is 18 

done and during the PAR, Ladder 4 acknowledges that they are 19 

missing Brooks and Silva (sic).  Let's see here.  And then at 20 

22:35, Deputy 1 calls to headquarters, "I have Firefighter Soto 21 

and Firefighter Silva in front of me." 22 

 MR. SOTO:  That's when he saw us come out. 23 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So is everybody good on that, on the 25 
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timeline, does it jive?  Okay.  Okay, all right.  So at this time, 1 

if anyone has any questions specifically related to those actions 2 

and what took place, do you have anything, Detective? 3 

 MR. PALERMO:  Yeah, Detective Sergeant Palermo, Port 4 

Authority Police.  When you guys first got there, you said you 5 

went in and you took the right staircase.  Did you, any of the 6 

crew members meet you up and escort you up or you just got in and 7 

just went up on your own? 8 

 MR. SOTO:  Initially, when -- when we were there, 27 went up 9 

first and Chief Kupko was speaking to a crew member and they 10 

guided him up there.  When we went up there, we already saw that 11 

they took that way. 12 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We were kind of just following the line. 13 

 MR. SOTO:  We were just trying to follow. 14 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah.  Everybody was going up the same 15 

staircase. 16 

 MR. SOTO:  I think midway, we found somebody that was -- 17 

 MR. PALERMO:  Okay, so you just saw -- 18 

 MR. SOTO:  Kind of directed us. 19 

 MR. PALERMO:  -- other people -- 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Everybody was kind of in line, going up -- 21 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- up the staircase. 23 

 MR. PALERMO:  Okay.  Just one more question.  You stated you 24 

were in the staircase and then all of a sudden, you felt this, 25 
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like, plume of smoke or heat -- 1 

 MR. SOTO:  Heat, heat and black smoke, yeah. 2 

 MR. PALERMO:  -- come down. 3 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 4 

 MR. PALERMO:  Was there any -- like an explosion or noise or 5 

any type or was it just you just saw the smoke come down and with 6 

the heat come down? 7 

 MR. SOTO:  No, I just -- we just felt the heat and the black 8 

smoke.  At that particular moment, we couldn't see a thing.  I 9 

didn't hear anything. 10 

 MR. PALERMO:  And that was exactly -- that was -- where were 11 

you exactly at that point, up on 10? 12 

 MR. SOTO:  We were on Deck 10. 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Directly in front of Deck 10.  I might've been 14 

directly in front of the door and Soto might've been off, up 15 

against the wall, right? 16 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, but I was on the wall by the stairs. 17 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Staircase, headed to Deck 9. 18 

 MR. SOTO:  So I was kind of like a quarter of the way up the 19 

steps. 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It's a small area, you know. 21 

 MR. PALERMO:  So the smoke came from on top, from 12 -- 22 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct. 23 

 MR. PALERMO:  -- or 11 down -- 24 

 (Crosstalk) 25 
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 MR. SOTO:  It came down, yes. 1 

 MR. PALERMO:  -- in the staircase? 2 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yes. 3 

 MR. PALERMO:  Okay.  No further questions. 4 

 MR. WELLS:  If I could just follow up and clarify that.  Did 5 

it come down the staircase or did it come out of Deck 10?  Out  6 

of -- 7 

 (Crosstalk) 8 

 MR. DaSILVA:  There was -- there was smoke coming out of Deck 9 

10, too, the top of it, but not as much as the smoke that was 10 

coming from the upper decks. 11 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, in the stairwell. 12 

 MR. WELLS:  It was coming down the stairwell? 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yes. 14 

 MR. SOTO:  Yes.  Came down on us. 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  There was always some remnants of smoke coming 16 

out of -- 17 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- Deck 10, you know. 19 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 20 

 MR. WELLS:  Yeah, sure. 21 

 MR. SOTO:  But not as heavy as -- 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 23 

 MR. SOTO:  -- when that particular incident happened, it's 24 

where the heat and the smoke, black smoke pummeled down on us. 25 
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 MR. RICHARDSON:  Commander. 1 

 LT REED:  So when you first arrived on scene, were you made 2 

aware at all that any like firefighting agent had been discharged 3 

in the space, like CO2? 4 

 MR. SOTO:  I don't remember that. 5 

 LT REED:  Okay. 6 

 MR. DaSILVA:  An agent or water?  I mean -- 7 

 LT REED:  No, it would've been CO2. 8 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Oh. 9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  It's a CO2 system. 10 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No, I just -- as far as I know, they just had  11 

-- they were putting water on it. 12 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 13 

 LT REED:  Okay.  What, if any, interactions with the vessel's 14 

crew did you have during this time? 15 

 MR. SOTO:  Let's see, halfway up the stairs. 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  There was multiple guys -- 17 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- up top, working hand lines and then we were 19 

escorted to -- 20 

 MR. SOTO:  A language barrier, too, so -- 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We were escorted down to Deck 10 by one of the 22 

guys. 23 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct. 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  While we went in, he stood by the door and I 25 
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don't know if he understood me, but I told him to stay at the 1 

door. 2 

 MR. SOTO:  He was in his full PPE, also. 3 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah.  But then, I believe by the time we got 4 

out, he was no longer there.  When the line -- 5 

(Crosstalk) 6 

 MR. SOTO:  We got of there and then when the line was brought 7 

or whatever the case might have been -- 8 

 MR. DaSILVA:  He might've -- he might've left when the line 9 

was brought -- 10 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, yeah. 11 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- brought in. 12 

 LT REED:  Okay.  When you were back in the space flaking out 13 

the line, what -- how did you communicate with the crew that was 14 

in there, the firefighters that were in there? 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So just visually, there really was no 16 

communication as far as -- there really was no communication other 17 

than I flaked out the line and then only when I got up to the 18 

three of them, I'm not sure if they -- he heard it or whatnot, but 19 

we do kind of like universal signs like patting him on the back -- 20 

 (Crosstalk) 21 

 MR. SOTO:  Patting him on the back to get his attention. 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So -- but I'm face to face and he nodded in 23 

agreement. 24 

 LT REED:  Okay. 25 
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 MR. SOTO:  We can barely hear each other -- 1 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Right. 2 

 MR. SOTO:  -- with masks on. 3 

 LT REED:  Right. 4 

 MR. SOTO:  So we kind of -- we're used to doing gestures -- 5 

 LT REED:  Right. 6 

 MR. SOTO:  -- instead of speaking. 7 

 MR. DaSILVA:  That's sort of like -- yeah, sort of the 8 

agreement and then "I'm going out." 9 

 MR. SOTO:  And we usually understand what we're -- 10 

 MR. DaSILVA:  And that's kind of -- 11 

 MR. SOTO:  -- what we're saying. 12 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- how we've always done it. 13 

 LT REED:  Okay.  And just to clarify, the sudden flood of 14 

black smoke, that was just in the staircase or was that in Deck 15 

10, as well? 16 

 MR. SOTO:  There was smoke all over Deck 10 -- 17 

 LT REED:  Okay. 18 

 MR. SOTO:  -- you know, that's, you know, where they were 19 

fighting the fire.  I don't know where the smoke from the hallway 20 

came from, but we were on Deck 10 and it's coming from up here and 21 

banking down on us.  It had to be from the floors up -- 22 

 LT REED:  Okay. 23 

 MR. SOTO:  -- up above. 24 

 LT REED:  Did you notice that when you were still within Deck 25 
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10 that it was coming down? 1 

 MR. SOTO:  I was in the hallway. 2 

 LT REED:  Okay, you were in the hallway. 3 

 MR. SOTO:  Yes.  We both were, actually, at -- 4 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 5 

 MR. SOTO:  -- the time when the smoke banked down from the 6 

upper floors, in the staircase. 7 

 LT REED:  Okay.  That's all the questions I have. 8 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Back to when you first arrived, you said you 9 

requested a TIC because you thought you'd get up the stairs 10 

faster. 11 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct. 12 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Why is that? 13 

 MR. SOTO:  The captain, at the time, he's a pretty big guy 14 

and it was already -- the stairs were narrow. 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, I think me and Soto carried most of the 16 

tools up, being that we're, to be honest -- 17 

 MR. SOTO:  Quicker than they are. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  You know. 19 

 MR. SOTO:  Thinner. 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I remember I carried the saw and the Halogen. 21 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah.  I had to take my hook and -- 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  And a hook, yeah. 23 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So this alleviated Brooks and Captain Rogers 25 
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from -- 1 

 MR. SOTO:  Captain Rogers. 2 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- carrying some tools, make it a little 3 

easier. 4 

 MR. LALLO:  Yeah, Greg Lallo, Safety, PEOSH Safety.  Guys, 5 

did you have radio designations for your unit, I mean, like with 6 

Ladder 4, are you guys designated like Alpha Bravo Charlie? 7 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yes. 8 

 MR. SOTO:  Yes. 9 

 MR. LALLO:  Yeah, okay.  So when you did recon in Deck 10, 10 

who was -- who was actually with you? 11 

 MR. SOTO:  When we were looking for the fire initially? 12 

 MR. LALLO:  Yeah. 13 

 MR. SOTO:  Just me and DaSilva. 14 

 MR. LALLO:  What about the captain? 15 

 MR. SOTO:  They were still making their way up. 16 

 MR. LALLO:  I got you.  Without any search, search line, like 17 

when you were doing the recon, did you bring that up, the bag? 18 

 MR. SOTO:  No. 19 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No.  We were specifically told just go in a few 20 

feet, see -- use the TIC -- 21 

 MR. SOTO:  Right. 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- stay within visual contact of the door -- 23 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct. 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- which we did. 25 
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 MR. LALLO:  Okay.  Any problems with your PPE gear, the boots 1 

or anything? 2 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Not mine. 3 

 MR. SOTO:  No. 4 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No. 5 

 MR. LALLO:  Nothing, okay.  All right, thank you. 6 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Captain Villegas from the Division of Fire 7 

Safety.  Just to clarify, because I think you touched it there, so 8 

Ladder 4 is the four of you guys, correct? 9 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct. 10 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  One captain and three.  You guys teamed up, 11 

you all two and then the captain and Brooks went up, you guys made 12 

it to the top, top deck, and the captain and Firefighter Brooks 13 

were making their way up? 14 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  They were -- yeah, maybe a -- 16 

 MR. SOTO:  They caught up with us, yeah. 17 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- staircase or two below.  I mean, eventually 18 

all four of us met up there -- 19 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- and Chief Kupko had set up like a mini 21 

command post there on the sky deck and he was getting information 22 

from the crew.  So at that point, since they -- we already had 23 

gotten up there a few -- like, a few minutes ahead of them, we 24 

already had rested a little bit, we had caught our breath.  They 25 
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were just getting up there, so that's why me and Soto were 1 

selected to go -- to go into Deck 10.  Plus, we had the most air, 2 

I believe, at that time, still.  I remember being told to put on 3 

the mask as soon as we entered Deck 5, but Deck 5, 6, and 7 were 4 

still -- they were smoky, but not totally un-breathable without a 5 

mask.  So to conserve some air, I only put on my mask roughly 6 

around Deck 8 or 9, I'm not sure, it was maybe in between, and 7 

then used -- took it off once we got to the Deck 12. 8 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  And then you mentioned you guys heard the 9 

tones going off, the evacuation tone, and you heard it, so that -- 10 

 MR. SOTO:  We heard it through the radio. 11 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 12 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Through the radio. 13 

 MR. SOTO:  You can't hear, there's no way we're going to hear 14 

anything outside. 15 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  I see. 16 

 MR. SOTO:  Not in a steel box. 17 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Right, right. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, normally you would have the apparatus 19 

blasting the horns.  I didn't hear any of that.  Plus, the 20 

apparatus were parked fairly far away, anyway, you know, they 21 

weren't anywhere close to the entrance to the ship. 22 

 MR. SOTO:  We would never be able to hear that, regardless.  23 

If it wasn't for the radio mentioning everyone evacuate, that's 24 

how I knew. 25 
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 MR. VILLEGAS:  Because I know you guys were having some 1 

trouble with the radio.  At which point were you guys able to hear 2 

it, you guys were in the stairway, stairwell? 3 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 4 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It seemed like some stairwells you got 5 

communication and -- 6 

 MR. SOTO:  And some you didn't, yeah. 7 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- other stairwells you didn't, so I'm not 8 

sure. 9 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah.  That's why, like, that transmission that I 10 

gave, I didn't even know that it went through. 11 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, we were just trying to -- 12 

 MR. SOTO:  I just said what I needed to say and -- 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- get information out. 14 

 MR. SOTO:  -- let them know that we were safe, because I said 15 

Tony and I, and me. 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, he was -- 17 

 MR. SOTO:  But I guess on the radio, they only got my name. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah.  Well, we figured it's -- 19 

 MR. SOTO:  Maybe it didn't go through. 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We were together, so if you only really needed 21 

one person on the radio -- 22 

 MR. SOTO:  No, but -- 23 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- it would be -- 24 

 MR. SOTO:  Hold on, I said both of us. 25 
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 MR. DaSILVA:  Right, but it would be -- 1 

 MR. SOTO:  Maybe it didn't go through. 2 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We'd be jumping over each other -- 3 

 MR. SOTO:  His name. 4 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- if we were both trying to get through, so 5 

there was -- there was no point. 6 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Just for completeness, was there another 7 

member of your company who stayed with the apparatus? 8 

 MR. SOTO:  Not on truck company. 9 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Oh, okay. 10 

 MR. SOTO:  That's only an engine company. 11 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  That's only an engine company. 12 

 MR. SOTO:  Engine company has to stay back to pump the -- 13 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Okay.  And you guys -- 14 

 MR. SOTO:  -- pump the water. 15 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  So the four people you mentioned during the 16 

whole -- 17 

 MR. SOTO:  Truck company goes in, complete. 18 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Right. 19 

 MR. SOTO:  Unless it's a house fire where two will go on the 20 

roof, the rest will go inside. 21 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Thank you. 22 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Joe, anything? 23 

 MR. KESELICA:  I don't have anything. 24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Anybody else?  Nothing on the phone?  Okay, 25 
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Mike Richardson from NIOSH.  So you guys initially go up and you 1 

make it to the sky deck or the top deck, Deck 12, as you all are 2 

there, did you -- was there any -- still active fire condition on 3 

Deck 12? 4 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yes. 5 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, I believe so. 6 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 7 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Was it -- can you -- 8 

 MR. DaSILVA:  There were multiple cars on fire, but I can't 9 

tell you exactly how many. 10 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  This is Deck 12, so front of the ship, rear 11 

of the ship, you would've come up on this side right here, the 12 

stairs, transversed across the deck, these were the stairs you 13 

went down, this was the ramp that was open.  Was that the area 14 

that the cars were in? 15 

 MR. SOTO:  I don't remember. 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I don't remember. 17 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 19 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  But there was still some fire on Deck 20 

12 when you got up there? 21 

 MR. SOTO:  I know that it was somewhere -- 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 23 

 MR. SOTO:  -- because I kept hearing people saying it, but -- 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  And we could see that there was lines in 25 
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operation, so -- 1 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Okay. 2 

 MR. SOTO:  We were more -- 3 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 4 

 MR. SOTO:  -- you know, on our way going to Deck 10, we 5 

weren't focused because -- 6 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 7 

 MR. SOTO:  -- we were tripping over cars at that point, you 8 

know, tripping over bolts on the ground.  It was just crazy. 9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  And then this is a diagram of Deck 10 10 

and that hose line layout was drawn by Captain Rebetto, does that 11 

-- to your recollection, does that look somewhat similar to how 12 

you remember it? 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  To me, yeah -- 14 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- because I remember flaking it.  It was, like 16 

I said, the line was sort of pinched here. 17 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It might've been pinched on this pillar right 19 

here -- 20 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- or one of these.  I'm assuming these are 22 

pillars -- 23 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yes, correct. 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- right?  So it was caught somewhere here.  I 25 
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sort of just grabbed it and kind of flung it over there to -- 1 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 2 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- because I believe there was no cars anywhere 3 

here, in this area. 4 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So basically, this area here would've been 5 

free of cars, cars would've started kind of right here coming back 6 

this way. 7 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I'm talking about this area here -- 8 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yes. 9 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- was free.  This one, I don't -- I know there 10 

were cars somewhere here, I believe.  I can't tell you -- 11 

 MR. SOTO:  There were cars there. 12 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 13 

 MR. SOTO:  There were cars there. 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  This would've been the point of origin, 15 

there was -- so that was the Jeep. 16 

 MR. SOTO:  That was where the fire, that I found initially, 17 

with the TIC. 18 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 19 

 MR. SOTO:  This the initial car, from what I remember. 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, I remember there being two cars. 21 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  One back and then -- 23 

 MR. SOTO:  I believe there was two here. 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- I remember I sort of flaked it out over here 25 
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and they, then, were allowed to kind of come up on the driver's 1 

side of it, of the first car, and they had access to it, but it 2 

looked like at this point they were concentrating, putting water 3 

on -- is this a beam or -- 4 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  These would've been columns, so there 5 

would've been a beam connecting them, so -- 6 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Right.  So there is some sort of I-beam that 7 

they were really concentrating on putting water on, but I'll be 8 

honest, the water that was coming out of that hose line was very 9 

minimal, I mean, I don't know if there was -- 10 

 MR. SOTO:  It's a 1-inch line. 11 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- pressure or whatnot -- 12 

 MR. SOTO:  Regardless. 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- but the line was -- had little to -- in my 14 

opinion, effect on what they were trying to do. 15 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I mean, I clearly recall Firefighter Acabou 17 

having his arms fully stretched out just to reach, sort of get 18 

enough water on it to make it effective.  Yeah. 19 

 MR. SOTO:  Close to the ceiling because if you hold it too 20 

far away -- 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, it was sort of just -- 22 

 MR. SOTO:  It's like a garden hose. 23 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It's like you're holding up a hose and the 24 

stream is just going, you know -- 25 



39 
 

 
FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 

Court Reporting  Transcription 
D.C. Area 301-261-1902 

Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 1 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- looping down, that's it. 2 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  And at the time that you had flaked out the 3 

line and left, was there any observable fire still in that area? 4 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yes. 5 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So there was still -- 6 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Their cars were still on fire, but they had 7 

shifted their attention to -- to the upper, upper deck.  They were 8 

trying to cool those beams up top. 9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 10 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Captain Rebetto was giving them the universal 11 

sign, you know, the sweeping motion with the hose line. 12 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  That's pretty much how I remember it. 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  And then as you were leaving, did you feel 15 

like at that point the hose had been pretty cleared and 16 

straightened out? 17 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, I followed it out. 18 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So you had no issues following the 19 

hose back out? 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No.  It was dark and smoky and I had to use the 21 

stream light to follow it out, but I didn't have to get on my 22 

hands or knees, I kind of just -- once I found the line, I used my 23 

foot to stay in contact with it -- 24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 25 
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 MR. DaSILVA:  -- and kind of just walked it out. 1 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Okay.  Does anyone have any questions 2 

about their operations? 3 

 MR. KESELICA:  Just one follow up.  Did you see anything that 4 

was like concerning, that you reported back to your chiefs or 5 

captains? 6 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So when I came out of -- the second time, I -- 7 

I was looking to relay a message to one of the chiefs, telling 8 

them that the conditions were getting bad and that they were -- it 9 

was getting hot in there, that's specifically what I said. 10 

 MR. KESELICA:  Do you remember -- 11 

 MR. SOTO:  Are you asking both of us or just -- 12 

 MR. KESELICA:  Yeah. 13 

 MR. SOTO:  Because we have two -- 14 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, slightly different. 15 

 MR. SOTO:  Separate. 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I mean, it was just -- yeah.  But you could 17 

tell the conditions were getting worse because there was more 18 

smoke coming out of the 10th deck at that point than when we 19 

initially went in. 20 

 MR. KESELICA:  Who did you relay that to? 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Chief Maresca. 22 

 MR. KESELICA:  Maresca. 23 

 MR. DaSILVA:  But I believe Chief Maresca was already -- his 24 

intention was to come and pull them out because I sort of said it 25 
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to him and he -- he immediately just took a quick look at me and 1 

shouted into the deck to get out. 2 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Any other? 3 

 MR. WELLS:  Yeah.  Firefighter DaSilva, when you were last in 4 

fighting the fire, from the tip of the hose, who was on the hose 5 

in order from the tip back? 6 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So they were parallel to each other, so you had 7 

Captain Rebetto on the left, Firefighter Acabou in the center, 8 

Firefighter Brooks to his right, and me to the right of 9 

Firefighter Brooks.  So we weren't technically behind each other, 10 

we were parallel. 11 

 MR. WELLS:  Okay.  And who was on the nozzle? 12 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Firefighter Acabou. 13 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Good? 14 

 (No audible response.) 15 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay, so at this point, if anyone has any 16 

questions outside of the operations, so Detective -- 17 

 MS. RIOS:  I'm good. 18 

 LT REED:  I have a question.  Have either of you ever 19 

received any shipboard firefighting training? 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No. 21 

 MR. SOTO:  No. 22 

 LT REED:  Has any been offered to you? 23 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No. 24 

 MR. SOTO:  No. 25 
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 LT REED:  Is Ladder 4 the company that also has the fireboat? 1 

 MR. SOTO:  Correct. 2 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yes. 3 

 LT REED:  What kind of training is offered for the fireboat? 4 

 MR. SOTO:  I'm the only one that did the training out of me 5 

and him. 6 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah, there is -- 7 

 MR. SOTO:  That was years ago.  That was -- 8 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I haven't received any formal training other 9 

than when we go out on -- to check the maintenance on the boat or 10 

they take it out for just general use, but not incidences. 11 

 LT REED:  Okay.  And what did that training involve when you 12 

took a part of it? 13 

 MR. SOTO:  It was just for the -- basically, the training for 14 

the boat, getting the captain's license -- 15 

 LT REED:  Okay. 16 

 MR. SOTO:  -- things of that nature.  The entire house on 17 

every tour had to do it at the time. 18 

 LT REED:  Okay.  Does the fire department require you to have 19 

a master's license? 20 

 MR. SOTO:  Don't require, but they kind of know that we know 21 

how to use the boat. 22 

 LT REED:  Okay. 23 

 MR. SOTO:  They don't require us to have the license. 24 

 LT REED:  Okay.  So was the training primarily just like ship 25 
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handling and instruments? 1 

 MR. SOTO:  No, we -- what do you mean, ship handling? 2 

 LT REED:  Like driving the boat. 3 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 4 

 LT REED:  Yeah. 5 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah. 6 

 LT REED:  Yeah. 7 

 MR. SOTO:  How the boat works, teaching us how to do 8 

maintenance on the boat, things of that nature. 9 

 LT REED:  Okay.  Have you ever responded to a ship fire 10 

before? 11 

 MR. SOTO:  No. 12 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No. 13 

 LT REED:  No, okay.  And then have you ever responded within, 14 

like, the Port of New York, Newark, the marine side before, the 15 

maritime side? 16 

 MR. SOTO:  Meaning? 17 

 LT REED:  Like have you ever -- basically, have you ever been 18 

on a commercial vessel before?  Like container ship or any -- 19 

 MR. SOTO:  On a container ship? 20 

 LT REED:  Yeah. 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No. 22 

 MR. SOTO:  Not that I ever recall. 23 

 LT REED:  Okay.  So no exercises with the ports that you can 24 

remember? 25 
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 MR. DaSILVA:  No. 1 

 MR. SOTO:  Not that I can remember -- 2 

 LT REED:  Okay. 3 

 MR. SOTO:  -- in 13 years. 4 

 LT REED:  That's all the questions I had. 5 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  When was your last FIT test? 6 

 MR. SOTO:  Last FIT? 7 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Yes. 8 

 MR. SOTO:  I don't know, top of my head. 9 

 MR. DaSILVA:  It was a few months ago, I can't tell you 10 

exactly, but I do remember going down to the academy and having a 11 

FIT test, like right around the COVID era, we got fitted for the 12 

mask and I don't know what they call those, the -- 13 

 MR. SOTO:  Mine might've been longer because I believe I was 14 

on vacation or something like that. 15 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  So within a year, not -- 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 17 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  -- within a year?  You said a few months ago? 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I would say within a year. 19 

 MR. SOTO:  His, within a year -- 20 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 21 

 MR. SOTO:  -- maybe mine a little longer. 22 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  How about SCBA training? 23 

 MR. SOTO:  SCBA training? 24 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Yeah, like a drill, training.  I mean, formal 25 
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training. 1 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We drill -- 2 

 MR. SOTO:  We do that in the house. 3 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 4 

 MR. SOTO:  Especially when the new recruits come in, we kind 5 

of like -- 6 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 7 

 MR. SOTO:  -- time them. 8 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Any idea when, how long ago, roughly? 9 

 MR. SOTO:  When Sam came?  That would be the last time we 10 

kind of did it?  A year ago? 11 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Is that like the mask confidence? 12 

 MR. SOTO:  You mean like a mask confidence test or -- 13 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Yeah, it's -- 14 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah.  That's done like -- 15 

 (Crosstalk) 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- every few months. 17 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  (Indiscernible) house. 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I don't know exactly.  Yeah. 19 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  It's a little more, like some departments, 20 

they'll pack up and like play wiffle ball and they will just kind 21 

of go through everything, go through all the equipment on it -- 22 

 MR. SOTO:  The only training we go with that is when we do 23 

mask confidence where they blindfold us -- 24 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 25 



46 
 

 
FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 

Court Reporting  Transcription 
D.C. Area 301-261-1902 

Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 MR. SOTO:  -- and we go through this obstacle course. 1 

 MR. DaSILVA:  On occasion we'll do some sort of drill on air, 2 

but that's -- it's not anything formal, it's just kind of just -- 3 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  How often? 4 

 MR. SOTO:  It's really sporadic, to be honest. 5 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Yearly, quarterly? 6 

 MR. SOTO:  There is -- like I said -- 7 

 MR. DaSILVA:  There's times where -- 8 

 MR. SOTO:  -- it's very sporadic so it's not -- 9 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- we could do it once a month or we could do 10 

it three or four times a month, you know, it's just -- 11 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  How about your SCBA inspections? 12 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Every day. 13 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Every day. 14 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 15 

 MR. SOTO:  We inspect our tanks. 16 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  And what does that include when you inspect, 17 

when they're looked at? 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  So that includes checking your mask for leaks, 19 

actually putting it on, opening the bottle, making sure that you 20 

have -- 21 

 MR. SOTO:  Turning the line on. 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  -- a full bottle, checking your PASS alarm, 23 

making sure it activates, and checking for any cracks or dings in 24 

the harness itself. 25 
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 MS. MALINOSKI:  Okay.  Are you aware of a written document, a 1 

written respiratory protection program? 2 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I'm not. 3 

 MR. SOTO:  Written respiratory protection. 4 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Do you have an SOP specific to -- 5 

 MR. DaSILVA:  For checking the SCBA? 6 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  No, that would be part of it, but -- 7 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Okay. 8 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  -- it would be a written document, a written 9 

SOP, all-encompassing. 10 

 MR. DaSILVA:  There are -- I know -- I am aware there are 11 

SOPs, but -- 12 

 MR. SOTO:  There are -- 13 

 (Crosstalk) 14 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Okay.  But it's not something you normally -- 15 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Check?  No. 16 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  -- use the training or it's ever referenced 17 

or anything -- 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No, it's not -- yeah. 19 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Okay.  Last question.  When was the last time 20 

that you had any department mandated physical? 21 

 MR. SOTO:  Department mandated physical?  There isn't any. 22 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We do -- well, it's kind of like we're 23 

encouraged to do it on our own, so we do like the Buscio test  24 

and -- 25 
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 MR. SOTO:  That's not department mandated. 1 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 2 

 MR. SOTO:  We do that on our own. 3 

 MR. DaSILVA:  We do it on our own. 4 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Right, okay. 5 

 MR. DaSILVA:  And our crew -- 6 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  So other than your initial, when you first 7 

joined, you haven't had -- 8 

 MR. SOTO:  Yeah, other than in the academy. 9 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Yeah. 10 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Okay, thank you. 11 

 MR. LALLO:  Yeah.  Greg Lallo from PEOSH Safety.  Can you 12 

talk about the boats a little bit?  You guys are attached to the 13 

boat, like one of the units that respond -- 14 

 MR. SOTO:  We're the marine division. 15 

 MR. LALLO:  I see.  So how many boats do you have? 16 

 MR. SOTO:  Two. 17 

 MR. LALLO:  Two.  Are they both in service? 18 

 MR. DaSILVA:  At times.  They do have maintenance issues, so 19 

on occasion, they are out of service. 20 

 MR. LALLO:  I see. 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Or we're -- 22 

 MR. SOTO:  On that day, earlier in the day, we had a boat 23 

inspection. 24 

 MR. LALLO:  Okay. 25 



49 
 

 
FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 

Court Reporting  Transcription 
D.C. Area 301-261-1902 

Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 MR. SOTO:  And -- 1 

 MR. LALLO:  What does that entail? 2 

 MR. SOTO:  Every year we do inspection, either for the 3 

firehouse -- for us, we have to do the boats, also, and that means 4 

the chiefs come down, inspect the boat, we got to make sure it is 5 

maintenanced.  Prior to the chiefs getting there, Brooks and I 6 

were attempting to turn this Fire Boat 1 on and we were having 7 

trouble turning it on.  That day.  That same day. 8 

 MR. LALLO:  Yeah.  And Fire Boat 1, what's the approximate 9 

footage on that one?  You know, roughly. 10 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Forty, fifty feet?  Forty?  11 

 MR. SOTO:  I'm not sure, maybe 40.  It's bigger than our Fire 12 

Boat 2, which is more like a smaller speedboat. 13 

 MR. LALLO:  Yeah.  Like a Boston whaler type or a little 14 

bigger than that or -- 15 

 MR. SOTO:  Probably bigger, but again, I can't give you -- 16 

 MR. LALLO:  Got you.  What about when you guys do the mutual 17 

swaps, do you have to have equal qualifications?  Like if you were 18 

to do a swap today with somebody -- 19 

 MR. SOTO:  No.  The only thing we can't do a swap with is  20 

a -- 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Probationary. 22 

 MR. SOTO:  -- probationary (indiscernible). 23 

 MR. LALLO:  I see.  Okay, thank you. 24 

 MR. WELLS:  Nothing. 25 
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 MR. RICHARDSON:  No other questions? 1 

 (No response.) 2 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  No, okay.  You want to double check on line? 3 

 LT REED:  Commander Barger, do you have any further 4 

questions? 5 

 CDR BARGER:  I have no questions at this time, thank you. 6 

 LT REED:  And Mr. Pittman, do you have any further questions? 7 

 MR. PITTMAN:  No questions. 8 

 LT REED:  Okay.  So we're at the conclusion phase of our 9 

interview, and we always like to ask is there anything that we 10 

haven't asked or anything that you think we should know about the 11 

event that hasn't been discussed? 12 

 MR. SOTO:  Not on my part. 13 

 MR. DaSILVA:  I'm good. 14 

 LT REED:  Okay.  And do you -- do either of you have any 15 

questions for anybody in the room? 16 

 MR. DaSILVA:  No, I'm good, too. 17 

 LT REED:  Okay.  I want to thank you both for your time and 18 

sharing your experience and what happened on that night, we really 19 

appreciate it.  The time is 12:10 and this will conclude our 20 

interview.  Thank you. 21 

 MR. DaSILVA:  Okay. 22 

 (Whereupon, at 12:10 p.m., the interview concluded.) 23 

 24 

 25 






