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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(12:25 p.m.) 2 

 LT REED:  Okay.  It is July 26 at 12:25, and we’re conducting 3 

an interview with Newark Firefighter -- can you state your name 4 

and spell your last name, please? 5 

 MR. GARAY:  Firefighter Cesar Garay.  Last name’s spelled  6 

G-A-R-A-Y.  First name, C-E-S-A-R.  Engine 27. 7 

 LT REED:  Okay.  And you’re employed by? 8 

 MR. GARAY:  The Newark Fire Department. 9 

 LT REED:  Okay. 10 

 MR. GARAY:  (Indiscernible). 11 

 LT REED:  And? 12 

 MR. GIUNTA:  Firefighter Michael Giunta, G-I-U-N-T-A, the 13 

president of the Newark Firefighters Union. 14 

 MS. RIVERS:  And I’m Corinne Rivers, R-I-V-E-R-S, the 15 

attorney here for Firefighter Garay. 16 

 LT REED:  Okay.  And you’re okay with these individuals being 17 

here -- 18 

 MR. GARAY:  Yes. 19 

 LT REED:  -- during the interview and representing you? 20 

 MR. GARAY:  Yes. 21 

 LT REED:  Okay.  We’ll continue our introductions. 22 

 MR. ZIESER:  Captain Walt Zieser, Z-I-E-S-E-R, Division of 23 

Fire Safety. 24 

 MR. LOLLA:  Greg Lallo, compliance officer, PEOSH Safety.  25 
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Last name’s spelled L-A-L-L-O. 1 

 MR. KESELICA:  Detective Joseph Keselica, K-E-S-E-L-I-C-A, 2 

Essex County Prosecutor’s Office. 3 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  And Mike Richardson, R-I-C-H-A-R-D-S-O-N, 4 

firefighter fatality investigator, NIOSH. 5 

 MS. RIOS:  Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police 6 

Department, R-I-O-S. 7 

 MR. PALERMO:  Detective Sergeant Fabio Palermo, Port 8 

Authority Police, P-A-L-E-R-M-O.  9 

INTERVIEW OF CESAR GARAY 10 

 BY LT REED: 11 

Q. Okay.  So, what we would like to do is just have you once 12 

again, to the best of your recollection, can start with dispatch, 13 

what information was received; responding; and then, what you 14 

observed when you arrived on scene; and then, your initial 15 

actions. 16 

A. It was approximately 9:30 p.m. -- 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. -- July 5, 2023.  I was with Company Engine 27 firefighting.  19 

And -- 20 

(Crosstalk) 21 

A. -- me, I was driving that day. 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

A. Captain Newman (ph.) -- 24 

Q. Okay. 25 



6 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

A. -- and firefighter Mike Johnson. 1 

Q. Okay. 2 

A. We got on the rig.  We headed to the port.  We hear -- I hear 3 

dispatch saying there was (indiscernible) several cars on fire in 4 

a ship. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

A. I went in there, and I remembered them saying that car fires 7 

were under control. 8 

Q. Okay. 9 

A. And dispatch (indiscernible) cars.  We get there and pull up 10 

right by the ramp.  Captain Newman tells me that, let me go inside 11 

and check things out.  Wait for my instructions. 12 

Q. Okay. 13 

A. Yeah.  Off of the rig.  (Indiscernible) Mike Johnson. 14 

Q. Okay. 15 

A. At that point, I take the hydrant wrench. 16 

Q. Can you -- 17 

A. I -- 18 

Q. -- speak up a little bit?  I’m sorry.  (Indiscernible). 19 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #1:  (Indiscernible). 20 

 MR. GARAY:  I pulled -- I take my hydrant wrench.  I pull it 21 

two lengths of the 5-inch (indiscernible).  I connect to the 22 

hydrant (indiscernible). 23 

 BY LT REED:   24 

Q. Okay. 25 
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A. Waited several minutes, and rigs were pulling up.  You know, 1 

4, 14, 5, 16.  And at that point, you know, I started to 2 

(indiscernible) a line.  (Indiscernible) a line, 14 engine.  3 

Captain told me, he goes, yeah, you know, hold on that. 4 

Q. Okay. 5 

A. And a couple of minutes went by, a few minutes went by, and 6 

Engine 5 came by, and Captain Trudell (ph.) asked me for a donut, 7 

which is -- 8 

Q. Okay. 9 

A. -- the length of inch and three-quarters.  And gave him the 10 

donut.  And 16 went by, as well.  The last, that was the last time 11 

I saw it.  And at that point, you know, pretty much all the 12 

(indiscernible) on the ship, and I don’t know exactly.  I didn’t 13 

have a watch that day.  I didn’t have my cell phone with me. 14 

Q. Okay. 15 

A. Several minutes went by, and I was -- we were ordered, all 16 

the drivers, by dispatch, to sound your airhorns. 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. A little bit after that, I saw my guys coming out from line 19 

four.  I’m in a (indiscernible) company 27 line four. 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. I saw my guys coming out of four, so saw them coming out 22 

(indiscernible).  And I grabbed my cooler and several air tanks. 23 

Q. Okay. 24 

A. I changed the air bottles (indiscernible), and at that point, 25 



8 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

again, orders by the chief, drivers, bring all of your air tanks. 1 

Q. All right. 2 

A. So, we all went (indiscernible) 14 (indiscernible) from 3 

Engine 5, and we (indiscernible) our tanks, and we all lay them up 4 

on top of the rack.  So, as firefighters are coming out, 5 

(indiscernible) tanks. 6 

Q. Okay. 7 

A. And at that point, we were just helping firefighters where 8 

they need water, and putting water over their heads, changing -- 9 

Q. Right. 10 

A. -- air tanks. 11 

Q. Backing up just a second if you don’t mind, when you were 12 

ordered by dispatch to sound the airhorns, had you heard anything 13 

on the radio prior to that about a mayday, or firefighters being 14 

in trouble, or -- 15 

A. You know, we were all there as drivers, and I know when the 16 

dispatch said, all drivers, blow your airhorns, I couldn’t tell 17 

you if the chief were asking guys, because I heard several things, 18 

you know.  I heard the chief say, evacuate, you know, 19 

(indiscernible), you know, at what point and what time exactly, 20 

you know -- 21 

Q. Okay.  No problem. 22 

A. I was -- 23 

Q. Sure. 24 

A. -- concerned, you know.  I was checking to see if guys were 25 
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(indiscernible) -- 1 

Q. Sure. 2 

A. -- I’m more, you know, I’m outside, so -- 3 

Q. Right.  Sure. 4 

A. So -- but I do remember we blew our airhorns.  The first  5 

two firemen that I saw was for my guys; and then, other firemen 6 

coming out, as well. 7 

Q. Okay.  Okay. 8 

A. You know, rescue came after them.  (indiscernible) assisting 9 

the rescues with water, and changing air tanks, and putting cold 10 

water over their heads. 11 

Q. Okay. 12 

A. (Indiscernible)? 13 

Q. Yes.  Sure. 14 

A. At that point, after this, several minutes went by, and 15 

Firefighter (indiscernible) from Engine 10 said to me, he goes, 16 

Cesar, Chief wants to see you move 27 up (indiscernible) two and a 17 

half line.  So, I hooked up the two-and-a-half line and 18 

(indiscernible). 19 

Q. Okay. 20 

A. We didn’t get to (indiscernible), but we just had it there 21 

for (indiscernible). 22 

Q. Okay.  Okay. 23 

A. Yeah.  So, at that point, yeah, we -- I do remember they were 24 

searching for (indiscernible) for the firefighters. 25 
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Q. Okay.  Okay. 1 

A. And at that point, when we did that (indiscernible) 2 

stretching the two-and-a-half line (indiscernible) my guys came 3 

out.  (Indiscernible) -- 4 

Q. Okay. 5 

A. -- Firefighter Mike Johnson, and I assisted them with water. 6 

Q. Okay. 7 

A. Rehab, you know, changing air tanks, checking -- 8 

Q. Okay. 9 

A. -- how they’re doing.  And at that point, it was, yeah, it 10 

was just -- they were searching for the two (indiscernible). 11 

Q. Okay.  Okay. 12 

A. At that point, it was just a waiting game.  I mean, you know, 13 

we had water -- 14 

Q. Okay.  So, at that point, you were just -- 15 

A. -- coming in, yeah. 16 

Q. -- (indiscernible) all the other units?  Okay.  And then, did 17 

you observe, were you there when Firefighter Acabou and Augie was 18 

bought in? 19 

A. (No audible response.) 20 

Q. Okay.  Okay. 21 

A. Yeah. 22 

Q. Okay.  And then, you just continued to stand by on the scene? 23 

A. Yes, at that point. 24 

Q. Okay.  And then, at some point, did they send you all out for 25 
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a debrief, or how did you all kind of leave, or demobilize, or -- 1 

A. Well, my captain told me, and, I mean, like at that time, I 2 

(indiscernible).  So, you know -- 3 

(Crosstalk) 4 

Q. Yes. 5 

A. Yeah, just, like I said, (indiscernible). 6 

Q. (Indiscernible)? 7 

A. I know time went by.  And I was just with my men.  I was with 8 

my crew, you know -- 9 

Q. Sure. 10 

A. -- talking.  And then -- I knew it was late.  I didn’t know 11 

exactly what time it was.  And I see (indiscernible).  By that 12 

time, I knew it was late, so I -- you know, and I, you know, seen 13 

a helicopter, too, (indiscernible).  You know, I’m thinking that 14 

my wife is (indiscernible). 15 

Q. Sure. 16 

A. So, I saw like Mike Johnson (indiscernible) call the wife and 17 

tell her, yeah. 18 

Q. Okay. 19 

A. So, yeah, but I was just beat, and we did (indiscernible) at 20 

line four.  We spoke, and we see (indiscernible) coming in. 21 

Q. Okay.  And so, when you were cleared from the scene, did you 22 

go back for a debrief anywhere or anything, or did you -- 23 

A. We did -- when you say debrief, I mean, we -- when we got 24 

back to the firehouse -- 25 
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Q. Yeah. 1 

A. -- there was a gentleman there. 2 

Q. Okay. 3 

A. But we didn’t debrief on what occurred. 4 

Q. Yeah.  Just -- 5 

A. This was more -- 6 

Q. -- some of the stress. 7 

A. Yes. 8 

Q. Yes. 9 

A. It was more for emotional -- 10 

Q. Yep, yep. 11 

A. -- stress, right.  There was -- 12 

Q. Yeah. 13 

A. -- a gentleman there. 14 

 LT REED:  Okay.  All right.  Okay.  All right.  Great.  15 

Anybody have any questions? 16 

 MR. LALLO:  Yeah.  PEOSH Safety. 17 

 BY MR. LALLO: 18 

Q. When you say, sir, when you blew airhorns, was that a 19 

physical airhorn or a wheel on the apparatus that you engage? 20 

A. No, it was a physical airhorn that all drivers do when 21 

evacuation takes place, right?  You know, when the chief says, 22 

everybody out, drivers -- and then, dispatcher will tell the 23 

drivers, all drivers, sound airhorns.  All the drivers go back and 24 

(indiscernible). 25 
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Q. Did you see -- 1 

A. It’s not (indiscernible) like this, but it’s more of one that 2 

we have on the floors side by the pedals. 3 

Q. I see.  Did you see all the firefighters come off the ship, 4 

or a large number, or can you describe, well, what you saw with 5 

that? 6 

A. Like I said, at that point, I was assisting -- all the 7 

drivers were assisting firefighters coming out.  I assisted  8 

my four, some guys from rescue, you know.  Other drivers were 9 

assisting other firefighters who were coming out of the building.  10 

(Indiscernible) I didn’t see everyone come.  You know, it was, as 11 

people were coming out, we were helping.  I was, a couple of guys, 12 

helping them.  Guys were coming out.  Other drivers were helping 13 

them. 14 

Q. I got you.  And you mentioned something about a helicopter? 15 

A. Well, you know, I just, yes, saw the helicopter, and, you 16 

know, and I saw them.  I was sure that they were here to help us.  17 

To what magnitude or what level, exactly what they were doing,  18 

I -- 19 

Q. I got you.  All right. 20 

A. I don’t know. 21 

 MR. LALLO:  That’s it.  Thank you. 22 

 LT REED:  (Indiscernible) Port Authority? 23 

 BY MS. RIOS: 24 

Q. How long have you been on the job with -- 25 
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A. I’ve been on since 2014. 1 

Q. 2014?  And how long with Engine 27? 2 

A. (Indiscernible). 3 

Q. (Indiscernible)? 4 

A. Yeah. 5 

 MS. RIOS:  Okay. 6 

 BY MR. PALERMO: 7 

Q. You don’t have any marine firefighter training, you know, 8 

attached to (indiscernible) Engine -- 9 

A. Yeah, I do, yeah. 10 

Q. -- 27? 11 

A. Do I have marine training?  Yeah. 12 

 MR. PALEERMO:  Okay. 13 

 LT REED:  Any other questions?  Is there anything else about 14 

the incident that you believe we need to be aware of or anything 15 

else you’d like to tell us or share? 16 

 MR. GARAY:  What I shared was my personal experience -- 17 

 LT REED:  Yeah, sure. 18 

 MR. GARAY:  -- things that I did -- 19 

 LT REED:  Okay. 20 

 MR. GARAY:  -- so -- 21 

 LT REED:  Okay.  And do you have any questions for any of us 22 

that we can help you with, answer? 23 

 MR. GARAY:  (No audible response.) 24 

 LT REED:  No?  Okay.  Well, we’ll conclude the interview at 25 
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this time.  It’s 12:39, so -- 1 

 (Whereupon, at 12:38 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 2 
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