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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(2:57 p.m.) 2 

 LT. REED:  Good afternoon.  It is July 14th, 2023.  The time 3 

is 1457.  We're here to discuss the events relating the fire on 4 

board the Grande Costa D'Avorio.  The purpose of the interview is 5 

conducting a safety investigation into the events of what 6 

happened, and at the end of this, we'll take all the information 7 

that we've got and propose, you know, either rules or different 8 

things to make this not happen again.  9 

 If you could, will you please state and spell your name? 10 

 MR. CANNATA:  Shayne Cannata, S-h-a-y-n-e, C-a-n-n-a-t-a.   11 

 LT. REED:  Okay.  And now, we're going around the room and 12 

state our names and the agencies we represent.  My name is  13 

Brandon Reed.  I'm with the U.S. Coast Guard. 14 

 MR. PITTMAN:  My name is Willy Pittman.  I'm with the U.S. 15 

Coast Guard.   16 

 MR. PLESNIAK:  My name is Mike Plesniak.  I'm with the ATF.   17 

 MR. BONUZZI:  My name is Matteo Bonuzzi.  I'm with  18 

Montgomery McCracken, for Grimaldi. 19 

 MR. SEMENORO:  Timothy Semenoro also from Montgomery 20 

McCracken, also for Grimaldi.  21 

 MR. BALDASSARE:  Mike Baldassare and Jeff Hawriluk, 22 

Baldassare and Mara.   23 

 SGT. PALERMO:  Detective Sergeant Palermo, Port Authority 24 

Police. 25 
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 DET. RIOS:  Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police. 1 

 DET. VALDEZ:  Detective Juan Valdez, Port Authority Police.   2 

 DET. SCHNEIDERMAN:  Detective Matthew Schneiderman, Essex 3 

County Prosecutor's Office.   4 

 ROBERT SUAREZ:  Robert Suarez, Kaufman Dolowich and Voluck 5 

for Ports of America.   6 

 MR. ZONGHETTI:  Gino Zonghetti, Kaufman Dolowich, Ports of 7 

America.   8 

INTERVIEW OF SHAYNE CANNATA 9 

 BY LT. REED:    10 

Q. So if you could, just tell me where you work. 11 

A. American Maritime Services. 12 

Q. Okay.  And what is your position with that company? 13 

A. I'm a lasher.   14 

Q. A lasher.  How long have you been with the company? 15 

A. Two years. 16 

Q. Two years.  Have you been a lasher or anything like that 17 

before? 18 

A. No. 19 

Q. Okay.  If you would, can you just kind of describe what your 20 

responsibilities are as a lasher? 21 

A. Our job is to secure and unsecure cargo, either car ships or 22 

container ships, secure it to the deck, make sure it doesn't move 23 

or unsecure so it can be removed. 24 

Q. Okay.  And then with AMS, have you had like any formal 25 
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training to like figure out exactly how to secure cargo or --  1 

A. They showed us when I first got hired for a container ship, 2 

trained me, yeah. 3 

Q. Okay.   4 

A. -- safety leader (ph.). 5 

Q. Okay.  What about for a RORO vessel? 6 

A. I didn't receive any. 7 

Q. Okay.  So when you're going through and lashing or doing your 8 

training, what kind of guidance do you have?  Is there like a 9 

manual that you look at or a check sheet? 10 

A. No, our foreman usually tells us how to lash it, a certain 11 

way and stuff like that.   12 

Q. So the guidance is from the foreman? 13 

A. Yes. 14 

Q. Okay.  But there's no manual that you have to read or check 15 

sheets? 16 

A. No. 17 

Q. So, for the vehicle that you use to push I guess cargo on 18 

board, do you ever drive those? 19 

A. I've never driven one.  I've been in a car being pushed to 20 

one. 21 

Q. Okay.  Do you know if there's any type of like daily 22 

inspection on those vehicles? 23 

A. Not to my knowledge, no. 24 

Q. Do you know anything about any maintenance that would happen 25 
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with those vehicles? 1 

A. No, usually the mechanics would do that. 2 

Q. Do you know who the mechanics work for? 3 

A. American Maritime Services I believe. 4 

Q. Okay.  Do you know who the vehicles are owned by? 5 

A. Ports of America I believe owns the pushers. 6 

Q. Okay.  But you believe the maintenance is being done by AMS? 7 

A. I'm not entirely sure about that.  My apologies. 8 

Q. Okay.  No, that's fine.  That's fine.  If you have something 9 

wrong with one of the pusher vehicles, do you know what the 10 

procedure is to report that? 11 

A. Usually they'll tell the superintendent of Ports of America 12 

about it any problems with those vehicles. 13 

Q. Okay.  So, about the day that the fire happened, what was 14 

your duties that day?  What were your doing? 15 

A. My job was to disconnect the batteries and tape the terminals 16 

of the batteries on the cars being moved. 17 

Q. Okay.  Where were you when the fire began? 18 

A. I was on deck 10 when the fire started. 19 

Q. You were on deck 10? 20 

A. Yeah. 21 

Q. How were you alerted to the fire? 22 

A. I had my back turned originally because I was going to find 23 

more tools for the batteries, and I heard one of the fellow 24 

lashers yelling get out, fire, at which time I turned around. 25 
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Q. Do you know which lasher that was? 1 

A. Joe Abenack (ph.) and (indiscernible). 2 

Q. Okay.  So where on the vessel were you?  Were you by the 3 

fire? 4 

A. I was by the opening to the deck with the end of the ramp.   5 

Q. You were close to the ramp? 6 

A. Yes. 7 

Q. Were you able to see the fire? 8 

A. Yes, I saw the fire. 9 

Q. Where did you see the fire coming from? 10 

A. I saw behind the pusher.  The car being pushed was outside of 11 

my view.  I only saw the pusher. 12 

Q. Okay.   13 

A. I saw fire beneath the pusher and on the passenger's side 14 

coming up above. 15 

Q. What was the pusher vehicle? 16 

A. The yellow Jeep. 17 

Q. It was a yellow Jeep.  What were your actions after you saw 18 

the fire? 19 

A. I yelled for the driver of the pusher to get out, that there 20 

was a fire which then he ran past me and I told everybody else to 21 

get off the deck until we could get somebody else in charge to 22 

handle the situation.   23 

Q. Okay.  How long were you on the deck before you all left? 24 

A. About 20, 30 seconds. 25 
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Q. Okay.  Did you see anybody else there? 1 

A. I seen other lashers on the deck and two crewmen. 2 

Q. Okay.  And what was their actions? 3 

A. The crewmates were yelling over the walkie-talkie that there 4 

was a fire.  I seen one of the crewmates run over to where the 5 

fire hose or fire extinguishers are on the deck. 6 

Q. Okay.  Did anybody else a fire extinguisher? 7 

A. Not while I was up there. 8 

Q. Not while you were up there.  Okay.  So you stayed up there 9 

about 30 seconds.  After that, did you leave the vessel? 10 

A. Yes.  I ran down to the main deck to tell a Ports of America 11 

superintendent and my foreman that there's a fire on deck 10. 12 

Q. Okay.  And who was the superintendent and foreman? 13 

A. I believe the superintendent was Ignacio (ph.) and the 14 

foreman was Mike Cannada (ph.). 15 

Q. Okay.  So was there any interaction with the crew that you 16 

had? 17 

A. No, not me personally. 18 

Q. And what happened after you told them of the fire? 19 

A. The superintendent ran up to the deck 10 to inspect it, and 20 

I'm not sure, about 10, 15 seconds later, I told my foreman which 21 

he ran up to make sure to get the lashers out. 22 

Q. Okay.  And did they say anything to you? 23 

A. No. 24 

Q. Okay.  What did you do next? 25 
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A. I exited the vessel to where all the lashers were and waited 1 

to see what the next course of action was.   2 

Q. Okay.  And, how long were you waiting? 3 

A. Ten minutes I would say.   4 

Q. About 10 minutes.  And then what happened? 5 

A. Then they stopped the operation and told us they're 6 

(indiscernible) the ship, to go home, and I went back to the 7 

parking lot to leave. 8 

Q. Okay.  And by the time you left, had any firefighters came on 9 

scene? 10 

A. I didn't see any firefighters at the time. 11 

Q. Do you know what time you left? 12 

A. About 9:15 or so. 13 

Q. Okay.  About 9:15.  Do you know what time the fire started? 14 

A. Around 9:05 I think. 15 

Q. Okay.   16 

A. It was a few minutes after 9.   17 

Q. A few minutes after 9.  Okay.   18 

 LT. REED:  Okay.  We'll go around the room.   19 

 Mr. Pittman, do you have any follow ups? 20 

 MR. PITTMAN:  I'm going to pass. 21 

 LT. REED:  Okay.   22 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:    23 

Q. So I just want to clear up because you went through a little 24 

bit quicker earlier.  So you said sometimes you're in the cars 25 
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being pushed.  Sometimes you're in the cargo cars. 1 

A. Yeah, I was being pushed, yeah. 2 

Q. Okay.  But you're never in the pusher vehicle? 3 

A. I've been in the pusher vehicle, but I've been in the 4 

passenger seat.  I've never driven. 5 

Q. Okay.  So sometimes you would be in the passenger seat.  Had 6 

you been in that Jeep? 7 

A. I've been in it previously. 8 

Q. Any mechanical issues or anything like that? 9 

A. Not to my knowledge, no. 10 

Q. Were you in it that day? 11 

A. No. 12 

Q. No.  Do they ever keep any tools in the Jeep, if they need, 13 

you know, if they work on the cars or anything like that? 14 

A. I've seen like screwdrivers, stuff like that. 15 

Q. What about anything like battery powered? 16 

A. Not to my knowledge, no. 17 

Q. Okay.  Have you ever seen any tools or otherwise, have you 18 

ever seen anything like battery powered in the front passenger 19 

seat, laying on the floor of the Jeep? 20 

A. I've seen the other pushers, I've seen them have a battery 21 

pack to jump cars. 22 

Q. Battery packs to jump cars. 23 

A. I've never seen one in that specific yellow Jeep. 24 

Q. Okay.  Now, you were talking about where you saw the fire.  25 
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You said underneath the vehicle and I thought I heard you say 1 

something about the passenger side. 2 

A. Yeah, the driver's side was facing me.  So the passenger side 3 

was on the opposite side against the other wall. 4 

Q. So you couldn't see the passenger side or your saw flames 5 

coming up on the opposite side? 6 

A. I saw flames come up the passenger side.  My view was 7 

obstructed because the driver's side was facing me.   8 

Q. I understand.  And you were near the top of the ramp when you 9 

saw that? 10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. When I was up on the deck, it looked like it was pretty full.  12 

Was that -- was the cargo car almost in place? 13 

A. It was behind cars that were already loaded.  The loaded is 14 

probably behind here.  The pusher is out in the open right here 15 

getting ready to --  16 

Q. So the car was almost in place? 17 

A. Yeah. 18 

Q. Okay.  I understand.  What did the smoke look like to you of 19 

the fire?  Color, thickness, anything like that? 20 

A. I didn't notice the smoke. 21 

Q. You didn't notice the smoke.  That's all I have.  Thank you.   22 

 LT. REED:  Going around the room.   23 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:   24 

Q. I just have a couple of questions.  So when you saw the fire, 25 
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Gaven was still inside the pusher Jeep? 1 

A. Correct. 2 

Q. And do you think you alerted him to the fire or do you know? 3 

A. I believe all of the lashers all at the same time alerted 4 

him.  We were all screaming, get out, that there's a fire. 5 

Q. Okay.  And he got out after that? 6 

A. Yeah, he quickly ran out, ran past me to the beginning of the 7 

ramp. 8 

Q. And there were two crewmembers you saw? 9 

A. Yeah, there was one crewmember out in the open and then one 10 

where the car being pushed was -- because we were pushing the cars 11 

on, but they had their own machine to get it like in place.  The 12 

crewmate was in that machine, and the other one was out in the 13 

open watching.   14 

Q. Did you actually see the Jeep pushing the car or not? 15 

A. I seen it come up the ramp, but after that, I didn't pay 16 

attention.  I was just looking at the vehicle to make sure it 17 

wasn't coming in my direction to hit me and I continued to walk to 18 

get tools so I could disconnect that battery. 19 

Q. So when you saw it come up the ramp, where were you standing?  20 

Were you on the 10th level already? 21 

A. Yeah, I was on deck 10. 22 

Q. So it was coming from 9th to the 10th? 23 

A. Correct. 24 

Q. And did you see any smoke or any problems? 25 
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A. No. 1 

Q. Did you hear anything that sounded like a mechanical issue as 2 

the Jeep was pushing the car up the ramp? 3 

A. No, I didn't hear any sounds. 4 

Q. Okay.  So it comes up the ramp, if I'm not mistaken, makes a 5 

turn to the left? 6 

A. Correct. 7 

Q. And --  8 

A. The ramp from 7 to 10 is a straight ramp.  So it comes up, in 9 

and then they saw it.   10 

Q. Okay.  So you were on 10 looking down the ramp towards 9? 11 

A. Yeah. 12 

Q. And you saw the Jeep pushing up? 13 

A. Pushing up into the deck making sure that the car wouldn't 14 

like swerve and hit me. 15 

Q. Okay.   16 

A. And then I went to grab more tools at that time. 17 

Q. Okay.  So the whole time you saw it coming up the ramp, 18 

everything looked normal? 19 

A. Correct. 20 

Q. And then it made a turn and you went to get your tools. 21 

A. Yes. 22 

Q. How long were you away from looking at the Jeep before the 23 

fire started?  A few seconds. 24 

A. Probably like 5, yeah, 5 seconds I would say. 25 



15 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

Q. And did you hear anything unusual in those 5 seconds or --  1 

A. No. 2 

Q. All right.  Thank you.   3 

 LT. REED:  Anyone? 4 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 5 

Q. I just have one quick follow up on the battery thing.  When 6 

you seen the jumper packs, about how big are those? 7 

A. I say maybe like this, this.  It's like the portable one, 8 

whatever.   9 

Q. The portable one.   10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. Like a foot and half by a foot maybe, something like that? 12 

A. Yeah. 13 

Q. Okay.  Thank you.   14 

 LT. REED:  Okay.  Shayne, I want to thank you very much for 15 

your time.  We truly appreciate it.  This will conclude our 16 

interview.  The time is 1510.   17 

  (Whereupon, at 3:10 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 18 
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