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I N T E R V I E W 1 

  (11:46 a.m.) 2 

 CDR BARGER:  All right.  The date is July 21st, 2023, and the 3 

time is 11:46 a.m.  We are here at the Port Authority Building 260 4 

in Newark, New Jersey.   5 

 I'm Commander Chris Barger with the U.S. Coast Guard, and I’m 6 

here with -- Captain, if you would state your name and spell your 7 

last name. 8 

 CHIEF BARISCIANO:  Captain Vincent Barisciano, B-a-r-i-s-c-i-9 

a-n-o.  10 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  And you have two representatives in the 11 

room.  If they could introduce themselves.  12 

 CAPT. TARANTINO:  Captain Anthony Tarantino, president, 13 

Newark Fire Officers, T-a-r-a-n-t-i-n-o.   14 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  I'm Gary Lipshutz, L-i-p-s-h-u-t-z, first 15 

assistant corporation counsel, City of Newark Law Department.  I’m 16 

here as the attorney for the Captain. 17 

 CDR BARGER:  And, Captain, do you agree to have both 18 

representatives in the room during the interview? 19 

 CAPT. BARISCIANO:  Yes. 20 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  And, Captain, do you consent to being 21 

recorded? 22 

 CAPT. BARISCIANO:  Yes.   23 

 CDR BARGER:  Thank you.  As I mentioned, we're conducting 24 

this joint agency interview as part of the Coast Guard-NTSB 25 
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investigation into the facts surrounding the fire and subsequent 1 

firefighter fatalities on board the Grande Costa D'Avorio on July 2 

5th, 2023.  3 

 I now will do introductions from the agencies around the 4 

room.  5 

 CAPT. ZIESER:  Captain Walt Zieser, Division of Fire Safety. 6 

 CDR BARGER:  Please spell your last name. 7 

 CAPT. ZIESER:  Z-i-e-s-e-r.   8 

 MR. LALLO:  I'm Greg Lallo, PEOSH compliance officer, safety.   9 

 CDR BARGER:  Spell your last name. 10 

 MR. LALLO:  L-a-l-l-o is the spelling.   11 

 DET. KESELICA:  Detective Joseph Keselica, Essex County 12 

Prosecutor's Office.  Last name's K-e-s-e-l-i-c-a.   13 

 CAPT. VILLEGAS:  Captain (indiscernible) Villegas, V as in 14 

Victor, i-l-l-e-g-a-s, State Division of Fire Safety. 15 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Terri Malinoski, compliance officer, 16 

Department of Health, PEOSH, M-a-l-i-n-o-s-k-i. 17 

 LT. REED:  Lieutenant Brandon Reed with the U.S. Coast Guard, 18 

R-e-e-d.   19 

 DET. VALDEZ:  Detective Juan Valdez, with the Port Authority  20 

Police Department, V-a-l-d-e-z.   21 

 DET. RIOS:  Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police, R-22 

i-o-s.   23 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Mike Richardson, R-i-c-h-a-r-d-s-o-n, with 24 

NIOSH firefighter fatality investigation program.   25 
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 SGT. PALERMO:  Detective Sergeant Fabio Palermo with Port 1 

Authority Police, P-a-l-e-r-m-o. 2 

 CDR BARGER:  Again, I'm Chris Barger with the U.S. Coast 3 

Guard, B-a-r-g-e-r.  And on the line, Mr. Pittman, if would 4 

introduce yourself? 5 

 MR. PITTMAN:  I'm Willy Pittman.  I'm with the U.S. Coast 6 

Guard Investigation, National Center of Expertise.  Last name is 7 

P-i-t-t-m-a-n.   8 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  And, Ms. McAtee. 9 

 MS. McATEE:  Nancy McAtee, fire and explosion specialist, 10 

NTSB, and last name is M-c-A-t-e-e.   11 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  So, Captain, the way this is 12 

going to work, I'm going to start out asking just some background 13 

questions, and then I'll turn it over to Mr. Richardson as a 14 

firefighting technical expertise [sic] to really lead the bulk of 15 

the interview, and then at either certain natural break points or 16 

at the end of that kind of main potion, each of the members from 17 

the agencies will have an opportunity to ask follow-up questions. 18 

 CAPT. BARISCIANO:  Okay.   19 

INTERVIEW OF VINCENT BARISCIANO 20 

 BY CDR BARGER: 21 

Q. So who are you employed by and how long have you worked for 22 

them? 23 

A. I'm employed by the City of Newark, New Jersey, employed for 24 

15 years. 25 
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Q. Okay.  And what is your position? 1 

A. Captain. 2 

Q. Okay.  And how long have you been a captain? 3 

A. 6 1/2 years. 4 

Q. Okay.  And what is your assignment as a captain? 5 

A. Captain of a ladder company. 6 

Q. And if you could, what duties does that entail? 7 

A. It's search and rescue, ventilation -- yeah.  That's pretty 8 

much the bulk of it. 9 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And --  10 

A. Vehicle extrication. 11 

Q. Okay.  And which ladder company? 12 

A. 5, Ladder Company 5. 13 

Q. Okay.  And you've been with Newark for 15 years.  How long 14 

have you been with Ladder 5? 15 

A. About 5 years, 5 1/2 years, something like that. 16 

Q. Okay.  Always as a captain? 17 

A. Correct. 18 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  All right.   19 

 Mr. Richardson. 20 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 21 

Q. So, Captain, I'll start off by saying we're very sorry for 22 

the loss of Firefighters Acabou and Brooks.  So our condolences to 23 

everyone.  So what we're going to do is just have a conversation.  24 

As the Commander said, we're just trying to gather the facts.  So 25 
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if it's okay with you, what we'd like to do is you can just start 1 

with your response.  So, dispatch, responding, what you saw at the 2 

scene, your initial actions, and then we'll probably kind of take 3 

a break there, if somebody needs clarification on something, we'll 4 

kind of go from there.  So, okay. 5 

A. Yes, sir.  We were dispatched initially on the first alarm as 6 

the rapid intervention team.  And we responded.  And once we got 7 

to the port, we took, you know, a position.  I don't know the 8 

correct names for the, you know, the ship in the port, but 9 

basically, you know, closer to the water.  There was riding, 10 

myself as captain, and we had three firefighters.   11 

Q. Okay.   12 

A. And, you know, (indiscernible) turnout gear, SCBA, you know, 13 

on.  We didn't have our face piece on yet.  We had our equipment.  14 

We took a search rope.  We took the RIT pack.  We took some 15 

(indiscernible) and 6 foot halligan, had a thermal imaging camera 16 

on me, and then we just -- we staged right on the ramp to the  17 

ship --  18 

Q. Okay.   19 

A. -- awaiting orders from the deputy just to standby until we 20 

were needed.  You know, just walking up to the ship, you just see 21 

a little smoke on the top deck, you know.  It wasn't much.  And 22 

then once the mayday happens, we, you know, were ordered by the 23 

deputy to go up to, you know, meet up with the chief on the floor 24 

to find out, you know, to lead the search and rescue effort.  We 25 
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were escorted by someone from the ship and again, I don't know the 1 

terms of the ship, but it's basically midship, the stairwell, 2 

closest to land.  And, we went all the way up to the top deck.  We 3 

were told -- you know, he brought us to the stairwell and 4 

basically said go all the way to the top.  We went to the top 5 

deck, and then we had to go over and navigate through the cars --  6 

Q. Okay.   7 

A. -- on the top deck to get to the rear opposite side.  I'm not 8 

sure what that's called.  There's a stairwell there.  So we went 9 

down two floors, and we met up with the chief where there was a 10 

handline from the ship already attached to I guess their stand 11 

(ph.) pipe and we hooked on the handline and began searching for 12 

the missing firemen.  So myself and another firefighter, we, you 13 

know --  14 

Q. Could you clarify who that was? 15 

A. The firefighter, Hugo Maldonado. 16 

Q. Okay.   17 

A. We had our SCBAs on, put our face piece on.  So we were on 18 

air.  I had my thermal imaging camera with me.  We had a search 19 

rope and a 6 foot hook, also a firefighter malhado (ph.) head.  20 

And then we followed the handline, you know.  We didn't hear any 21 

pass (ph.) alarms going off.  You know, visibility was near zero.  22 

You could just barely see your feet.  So we were following the 23 

handline.  We followed it to the end using the thermal imaging 24 

camera.  You know, in the meantime, we're scanning the area, 25 
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listening for sounds, listening for, you know, voices, anything.  1 

We didn't hear anything.  Didn't initially see anything, and then 2 

once we got to the handline -- end of the handline, we hooked the 3 

search rope into a burnt out car, which -- yeah, a burnt out car, 4 

the door frame.  Where the window goes up, we hooked into there, 5 

and just continued searching off that with the search rope, you 6 

know, the two of us staying together.  And then all of a sudden, I 7 

heard the pass alarm go off.  So we notified Maldonado saying, 8 

hey, we have, you know, the pass alarms going off and used the 9 

imaging camera just to survey the area.  Didn't see anything at 10 

first, and that's where we found them.  Firefighter Acabou, he was 11 

wedged between two cars, you know.  I told firefighter Maldonado 12 

that -- what we found.  He immediately put the RIT pack on him, 13 

give him, took his face piece off, and put his face piece on, the 14 

RIT pack face piece.   15 

Q. You do a face piece swap out? 16 

A. Yes. 17 

Q. Okay.   18 

A. Well, I'm pretty sure.  You'll have to check with him but I'm 19 

not --  20 

Q. So he was the one who --  21 

A. Actually he was -- yeah, he put it on and then he was -- 22 

Firefighter Acabou was on the RIT pack air --  23 

Q. Okay.   24 

A. -- because his bottle I'm assuming was depleted.  We found in 25 
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-- Firefighter Acabou's face piece was at his nose level and his 1 

helmet was off, and I noticed like soot around his face. 2 

Q. Okay.   3 

A. I was pushing him, trying to pull him, push him, just 4 

aggressively trying to free him because he was stuck between the 5 

two cars.  He was standing up.  He wasn't slumped over on the hood 6 

or anything.  He was just in a standing position.  And, you know, 7 

I told Hugo, I can't get him.  So he tried.  He was trying to get 8 

him, and then I tried to call for help, couldn't call for help 9 

because the radio, the transmission wasn't going through. 10 

Q. Okay.   11 

A. So I told Hugo I'm going to leave, you know, get a little 12 

closer back to the entrance and hopefully to get reception on the 13 

radio.  I kept walking closer and closer.  The radio wasn't going 14 

through, wasn't going through, and then finally went through.  And 15 

that's when I, you know, I advised, I believe it was dispatch, 16 

they answered me, saying I found the firefighter, I don't know if 17 

I said his name or not, but found a fireman down.  And, you know, 18 

I tried to give them the best location and, you know, we need 19 

help.  And then I went back to Firefighter Maldonado and Acabou 20 

and, you know, my air was going low.  His was going low, and I 21 

said, you know, we have to get out. 22 

Q. Okay.   23 

A. And then we followed the search rope path to the handline and 24 

we went out. 25 
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Q. Okay.  And I have a radio transmission.  This is radio or 1 

headquarters Ladder 5, repeat that transmission.  We have located 2 

a firefighter.  We need help to come in, follow the handline to 3 

the search rope.  Radio response, do you have somebody and you 4 

respond affirmative.  Does that sound appropriate?  For 5 

everybody's reference, that was at 22:40.   6 

A. Yes. 7 

Q. Okay.  And so then shortly after that, like you said, you 8 

returned back, low air alarm and then the both of you exited. 9 

A. Correct.  And then I -- you know, the next crew that was 10 

going in, I'm not positive who it was.  I was trying to explain to 11 

them where to go.  Go to the handline, at the end of the handline, 12 

you'll see the search rope.  Follow the search rope, and then you 13 

go in about 20 feet, and then kind of go to the left, and you 14 

would see him.  I gave them my best description. 15 

Q. Sure.  That's perfect. 16 

A. And then, yeah, then we -- I was trying to just relay that 17 

location to whoever was there.  I relayed it to them. 18 

Q. Okay.  Are you okay with taking a pause here for questions 19 

then? 20 

A. Yeah. 21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So, Commander. 22 

 BY CDR BARGER:  23 

Q. What, if any, fire did you observe on the 10th deck? 24 

A. I didn't see any fire. 25 
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Q. Okay.  And if you could say again, what were the visibility 1 

conditions throughout in there? 2 

A. I mean you could -- I could -- zero looking forward but, you 3 

know, I could see my feet, you know, kind of bending over, and I 4 

could see the handline on the floor without the thermal imaging 5 

camera.   6 

Q. And was that both consistent when you first entered the deck 7 

as well as when you Firefighter Acabou? 8 

 BY MR. LIPSHUTZ:  Clarify your question.  What do you mean? 9 

 BY CDR BARGER:  10 

Q. Visibility.  Was visibility consistent between when you first 11 

walked into the deck space and then you where you found 12 

Firefighter Acabou? 13 

A. It got worse as you got in.  The door was open getting fresh 14 

air, so I kind of got that.  A little bit of visibility by the 15 

door, but once we got into the handline, it's minimal. 16 

Q. Okay.  And you said Firefighter Acabou was pinned.  Can you 17 

describe what he was pinned between? 18 

A. Yeah.  It was an SUV and like a smaller pickup truck.  I 19 

don't know the make but -- and he was just, you know, just between 20 

the two cars standing up.  I don't know what else -- yeah. 21 

Q. What was Firefighter Acabou's status at the time? 22 

A. He was unresponsive. 23 

Q. Unresponsive.  Okay.   24 

 CDR BARGER:  No other questions at this time.   25 
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 BY MR. LALLO: 1 

Q. Greg Lallo, PEOSH Safety.  Captain, in regards to when you 2 

were deployed as -- what are you called?  The FAST team.   3 

A. The RIT team, yeah. 4 

Q. The RIT team.  Was there like a replacement that, you know, 5 

when you went up that the chief --  6 

A. I'm not aware.   7 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  Let him finish his question. 8 

 CAPT. BARISCIANO:  I'm sorry. 9 

 MR. LALLO:  No, that's fine.  Not that you're aware of.  10 

Okay.  Thanks.   11 

 BY CAPT. ZEISER: 12 

Q. Captain Zeiser, Division of Fire Safety.  You said you had 13 

brought a TIC up with you.  Do you know what type of TIC?  Was it 14 

a Ballard?  Was it Scott? 15 

A. I believe it was a Scott. 16 

Q. Okay.  And do you know if that -- if your TIC records?  Does 17 

it have the recording capability or if you pull trigger, does it 18 

take, you know, a photograph?  Are you aware of that? 19 

A. I don't believe so. 20 

Q. Okay.  Thank you.   21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So is everybody good up to this point?   22 

 (No response.)  23 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 24 

Q. Okay.  Then could you pick up your actions next?  So what 25 
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took place after you came out after that? 1 

A. I then went to -- I was around the 10th deck.  I went up to 2 

the 12th deck to kind of rehab, you know, take my tack off, take 3 

my jacket off, just to take a few minutes to, you know, to take a 4 

break. 5 

Q. Sure. 6 

A. And, you know, taking a break, and then another captain was 7 

trying to lead the search and rescue efforts, and I noticed his 8 

radio, you know, he was having trouble getting through on the 9 

repeated channel.  So then I told him to go to our fire ground 10 

channel, and I was communicating back and forth trying to get 11 

equipment, people, just messages from him to the command. 12 

Q. What channel would that be? 13 

A. It was our channel 5. 14 

Q. Your channel 5. 15 

A. Which is Fire Ground 1. 16 

Q. So just to clarify, original communications would have been 17 

on your channel 2? 18 

A. Correct. 19 

Q. And then you did a switchover, and you were also were 20 

operating on your channel 5? 21 

A. Correct. 22 

Q. Okay.   23 

A. I don't recall the exact conversations, but it was just, you 24 

know, trying to, you know, direct manpower in.  We're sending, you 25 
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know, crews in now and -- yeah.  I was trying to -- yeah.  So as 1 

far as the radio, that was there.  And then at some point, again I 2 

don't know the timeframe, we were talking a crewmember of the ship 3 

to see if there's a way to -- if they have any fans or ventilation 4 

so they could try to such some of this smoke out, maybe to 5 

possibly make the conditions a little more visible, you know, did 6 

that with one of the battalion chiefs.  And, one of the 7 

crewmembers kind of spoke, you know, broken English, wasn't really 8 

easy to speak to, but I think he understood what I was saying.  9 

Q. Can you clarify which battalion chief that was? 10 

A. Chief Marasca (ph.). 11 

Q. Okay.   12 

A. And we were just going back and forth trying to see whether 13 

we could do it, if it'll help, if they want -- if the crew on the 14 

10th floor, if that would help, and then, you know, they said yes.  15 

So then we relayed the message to the crewmember who in turn made 16 

a radio call to get them turned on which, you know, I asked them 17 

if the smoke would get, you know, pushed out meaning out to sea, 18 

meaning like on the side of the ship, just so the smoke wasn't 19 

coming to us, but I guess he maybe misunderstood me but once the 20 

fans were turned on, all the smoke was banking down on the top 21 

floor. 22 

Q. Okay.   23 

A. And, you know, just -- and then eventually, again I don't 24 

know the timeframe, but then the fans were told to get turned off. 25 
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Q. Okay.   1 

A. So we relayed the message and that was done.  And then once 2 

they brought -- they found Firefighter Acabou and they brought him 3 

up to the top deck, they carried him up.  Met with them, assisted 4 

bringing him onto a pickup truck, in the back of a pickup truck, 5 

just not placing him into the water on the deck, and then we had 6 

to wait for the stokes basket to come.  I was doing chest 7 

compressions --  8 

Q. Okay.   9 

A. -- to try to, you know, revive him. 10 

Q. Right. 11 

A. And then once we got him in the stokes basket, we carried 12 

him, you know, alongside the ship, pretty much the exterior.  It 13 

was a yellow line, trying to follow the yellow to the center of 14 

the ship.  There was a crane waiting to lower him down. 15 

Q. Okay.   16 

A. You know, navigate the cars, straps, all that. 17 

Q. Sure. 18 

A. And we lowered him down. 19 

Q. Okay.  And then at that time, did you come off the ship or --  20 

A. I forget the exact time we were told, but then we were told 21 

to exit the ship.  And so we came down through the ship, you know, 22 

brought down what I can, turnout gear and, you know, whatever -- 23 

anything I can grab, and we just walked down to the ship back to 24 

our truck and just stood by waiting for orders. 25 
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Q. Okay.  And then did you take any additional action that 1 

night? 2 

A. That was it. 3 

Q. Okay.  And when you came down, if we're facing the back of 4 

the ship, was that the stairs to the left that you used during the 5 

fire operations or was that the stairs to the right? 6 

A. If you're looking at the back of the ship from land, to the 7 

left, that was the stairwell that I came down. 8 

Q. Okay.  Which was closest to the fire. 9 

A. Yes. 10 

Q. Okay.  Is there anything else you'd like to tell us about the 11 

fire event itself, anything you believe we need to know? 12 

A. No. 13 

Q. No.  Okay.   14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Does anyone have any additional questions 15 

related specifically to the firefighting actions? 16 

 BY CDR BARGER:  17 

Q. Were you -- this is Commander Barger with the Coast Guard.  18 

When you initially responded, what was your understanding of what 19 

you were responding to? 20 

A. It was dispatched as a ship fire. 21 

Q. Okay.   22 

A. And then once we got there, we realized it was a car fire on 23 

a ship. 24 

Q. Okay.  Did you know where the car fire was on the ship? 25 
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A. Just one of the upper floors, the upper decks. 1 

Q. When you were on deck 12, did you observe any fire up there? 2 

A. No.  The crew was -- hand handlines.  They were basically 3 

just dousing the water, the cars.  I don't know if they were on 4 

fire or not.  I didn't really see any flames up there. 5 

Q. Okay.  No other questions.   6 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:   7 

Q. During the course of your career, have you ever had any kind 8 

of shipboard firefighter training? 9 

A. No. 10 

Q. Or any courses offered to you? 11 

A. No. 12 

Q. That's all the questions I have.   13 

 BY MS. MALINOSKI:   14 

Q. When you first started 15 years ago, I assume you had -- 15 

(indiscernible), did you have a physical (indiscernible)? 16 

A. Yes. 17 

Q. (Indiscernible).  18 

A. Yes.   19 

Q. When was your last physical? 20 

A. Not through the city, but on my own, I got a physical. 21 

Q. But not department mandated or provided? 22 

A. No. 23 

Q. Okay.   24 

 BY MR. LALLO: 25 



21 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

Q. Yeah, Greg Lallo, PEOSH Safety.  Capt, where was your 1 

apparatus placed?  Inside the gate or --  2 

A. It was, it was, you know, the rear-ish, obviously on land 3 

but, you know, on the back side of the ship.  It was closer to the 4 

water, the bulkhead I guess.   5 

Q. All right.  Thank you.   6 

 BY CAPT. ZEISER: 7 

Q. Captain Zeiser, Division of Fire Safety.  You're Ladder 5? 8 

A. Correct. 9 

Q. Are you -- is Ladder 5 assigned to the port? 10 

A. It's just depending on the running assignments. 11 

Q. Okay.  That assignment, was it in the port area?  Your house, 12 

is it in the port area or are you out on a different side of the 13 

city? 14 

A. We're not on port property. 15 

Q. Okay.  No, no, but I --  16 

A. We're on the south side of the city.  So. 17 

Q. Okay.   18 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Any other questions?   19 

 (No response.)  20 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 21 

Q. Mike Richardson with NIOSH.  So, based on your recall and 22 

memory, was there just one hose line that was being used on deck 23 

10? 24 

A. From what I can remember, yes. 25 
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Q. Okay.  So when you made your entry, that was that one single 1 

hose line that had been stretched in there? 2 

A. Yes. 3 

Q. Okay.  And when you left deck 10 and went up to deck 12, did 4 

you note anything about deck 11? 5 

A. I opened the door, just because, just to see what was going 6 

on, and was met with high heat and black smoke. 7 

Q. Okay.   8 

A. And I immediately closed the door.   9 

Q. Okay.   10 

A. And then went back up -- and went up to 12. 11 

Q. Okay.  And then when you were standing by up on deck 12, once 12 

again if you're standing at the rear of the ship looking forward 13 

over to your left, it would have been an opening that was a ramp 14 

that went down to deck 11.  That door was open.  Could you 15 

describe the conditions you noted coming out of that ramp? 16 

A. Smoke. 17 

Q. Okay.  Did you ever see any fire coming out of that ramp? 18 

A. No, I don't recall, no. 19 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And, was your apparatus operator with you 20 

or did they stay with the apparatus? 21 

A. We were all inside. 22 

Q. So you all --  23 

A. We were all together. 24 

Q. You all as a crew went onto the ship? 25 
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A. Yes. 1 

Q. Okay.  And was -- at any time, was there a call to attempt to 2 

use your aerial ladder for access or for anything else? 3 

A. No. 4 

Q. No.  Okay.  And then did you -- do you believe there was 5 

anything that would have helped you with your efforts to free 6 

Firefighter Acabou that you did not have access to? 7 

A. At the time, I don't, you know, looking back now, yes.   8 

Q. Okay.   9 

A. But at the time, no. 10 

Q. At the time, no.  Okay.   11 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So if no one has any other questions for the 12 

incident itself, you want to check on them. 13 

 CDR BARGER:  Yeah, just checking on line, does anybody have 14 

any questions regarding the incident? 15 

 MS. McATEE:  I have one.  Nancy McAtee, NTSB. 16 

 BY MS. McATEE: 17 

Q. At any time were you made aware that the fixed firefighting 18 

system had been actuated? 19 

A. No, I was not aware. 20 

Q. That's all I have.  Thank you, Captain.   21 

 CDR BARGER:  Willy, do you have anything? 22 

 MR. PITTMAN:  Yes, one question. 23 

 BY MR. PITTMAN: 24 

Q. Captain, this is Willy Pittman, U.S. Coast Guard.  So my 25 
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understanding when you guys fight, you know, fire burns, you guys 1 

fight the fire from below, working your way up.  So of the 2 

personnel on board the vessel at that time, was folks actually 3 

actively fighting the fire on 10 as it transitions to 11 or -- I 4 

guess I'm trying to understand what the rest of the firefighters 5 

were doing while they were on board? 6 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  If you know.   7 

 CAPT. BARISCIANO:  When I went up, my crew went up, I didn't 8 

see any firefighting activity at the time.  I wasn't up there.  So 9 

I don't know what happened prior.   10 

 BY MR. PITTMAN: 11 

Q. Okay.  I think you said earlier that you opened the door on 12 

11 and closed immediately due to high heat and (indiscernible)? 13 

A. No, high heat and black smoke.   14 

Q. And black smoke.  Okay.  So at that point, you were aware 15 

that there was an active fire on 11? 16 

A. I made the assumption, yes. 17 

Q. Say again? 18 

A. I made the assumption that there was, you know, due to the 19 

heat and smoke.   20 

Q. Okay.   21 

A. It's safe to say there was a fire. 22 

Q. So as far as you know -- do you know any of the firefighters 23 

who were on the vessel at the time you guys were? 24 

A. I do not, no. 25 
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Q. Okay.  So as far as you know, you got on board, you went to 1 

deck 10, and at no point in time when you were on 10, did you see 2 

any active firefighting going on there, and I assume when you go 3 

to 12, did you see anybody, besides the vessel's crew, was there 4 

any firefighters actively fighting fire, making preparation, 5 

boundary cooling or anything like that? 6 

A. The only -- no, on the 12th deck, just the crewmembers, they 7 

-- I'm assuming they were just cooling whatever vehicles were 8 

there, just trying to prevent something, you know, from flaring up 9 

or if it was on fire.  I'm not sure.  I didn't see anything.  And 10 

then on 10, the only thing I saw were burnt out cars alongside the 11 

handline that we were following, that were extinguished. 12 

Q. Also while you were there, did you see -- did you feel or 13 

hear any active explosions? 14 

A. I did not, no. 15 

Q. That's all I have.  Thank you.   16 

 CDR BARGER:  I have --  17 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yes, sir.   18 

 BY CDR BARGER:  19 

Q. I have a couple more follow-up questions, Captain.  You said 20 

you interacted with a crewmember on the 12th deck.  Do you know 21 

what position that crewmember held? 22 

A. I don't know.  He just had a radio and a vest and he spoke, 23 

you know, I guess kind of broken English and, you know, between -- 24 

we were able to just communicate.  I don't know what position he 25 
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had. 1 

Q. Okay.  So with the broken English, you felt like you were 2 

sufficiently communicating? 3 

A. Yeah, he, you know, he understood.  He kind of repeated it 4 

back to me, and he gave the command over the radio to whomever. 5 

Q. Okay.  And then when you departed the vessel, was an order 6 

given to do that? 7 

A. Yes.  I'm not sure by who.  I just know, you know, everybody 8 

was ordered to get off the ship. 9 

Q. Okay.  And then when you first arrived on scene, you said you 10 

staged at or near the command post.  Is that correct?   11 

A. I staged just prior to the ramp of the ship, closer to the 12 

water.  So I'm not -- the command post was mobile.  So I'm not 13 

really, you know, close to it.   14 

Q. Okay.  What was your observation of the command post and how 15 

it was functioning? 16 

A. It was the commander and his aid and they were just 17 

communicating with portable radios. 18 

Q. Okay.  So just two commanders and you were all there as 19 

standbys. 20 

A. Yes. 21 

Q. That's all my questions.   22 

 BY MR. LALLO: 23 

Q. I did have one other questions.  Greg Lallo, PEOSH Safety.  24 

Was the command post, when you were there, was the board set up at 25 
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the command post? 1 

A. I don't recall. 2 

Q. And tags, accountability tags at that location that you 3 

recall? 4 

A. I don't recall.   5 

Q. What about like fire control plans for the ship? 6 

A. That I don't know.  That's -- I don't know. 7 

Q. You didn't see anything? 8 

A. I didn't see anything.  I wasn't --  9 

Q. Okay.  Thank you.    10 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So at this point, if anybody has any 11 

questions related outside of the incident itself.  So, Commander. 12 

 CDR BARGER:  Yeah. 13 

 BY CDR BARGER:  14 

Q. I think you may have already answered this, but have you in 15 

your course of 15 years had any kind of firefighting training for 16 

the maritime environment? 17 

A. No. 18 

Q. Participated in any exercises? 19 

A. No.   20 

Q. And, my understanding was there was some training with 21 

relation to ships and electric vehicles back in June.  Did you 22 

participate in that training? 23 

A. Yes. 24 

Q. Could you describe that for us? 25 
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A. It was kind of just an awareness seminar, class. 1 

Q. Okay.   2 

A. Basically just explains the dangers of how electrical 3 

vehicles, once they burn, how, you know, dangerous they can get 4 

and -- yeah. 5 

Q. Okay.  And what was the format of that training? 6 

A. Classroom. 7 

Q. Classroom.  How long? 8 

A. I'm not positive, 2 hours possibly.  I'm not sure exactly the 9 

time. 10 

Q. Okay.  Thank you, Captain.   11 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  No questions.  So I'll let you ask your --  12 

 BY CDR BARGER:  13 

Q. So, Captain, I think we've reached the near end of the 14 

interview.  We offer the opportunity, is there anything else that 15 

you -- that we haven't already asked and we haven't already talked 16 

about that you feel that anybody in the room needs to know? 17 

A. Not -- unless there's a specific question, I don't really 18 

know of what else. 19 

Q. All right.   20 

 CDR BARGER:  And then I'll check on more time online.  Any 21 

other questions, Mr. Pittman or Ms. McAtee? 22 

 MS. McATEE:  I have no further questions.  23 

 BY CDR BARGER:  24 

Q. Okay.  So with that, do you have any questions for anybody in 25 
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this room of procedures or anything like that? 1 

A. No, not at this time. 2 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Captain, I again want to thank you for 3 

coming in. Thank you for answering our questions, providing the 4 

details that you have for us. 5 

 So with that, it is 12:20 p.m. and we'll end the interview.   6 

 (Whereupon, at 12:20 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 7 
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