STATEMENT OF CAPTAIN ALESSANDRO MORETTI TO THE USCG RE FIRE
ABOARD THE M/V GRANDE COSTA D’AVORIO ON 5 JULY 2023

1. My name is Alessandro Moretti. I am 47 years old. I was born in the Town of
Trieste in Italy. Ijoined the Grande Costa D ’Avorio on March 12, 2023, as the ship’s Captain

and I was the ship’s Master during the event of the fire on board that started on 5 July 2023

2. I first went to sea aboard a commercial vessel in 1999, so I have been sailing
commercially for more than 24 years. Since 2013, I have held the license to serve as a ship’s

captain. I have served as Ship Master aboard Grimaldi Ro-Ro since 2017.

3. On Grimaldi Ro-Ro vessels like the Grande Costa D 'Avorio, there are two
firefighting teams as shown on a muster list — Team 1 and Team 2. Each team has a team leader
who reported to me, an “operator” who is a crew member trained to wear firefighting gear and
operate breathing apparatus, and several others from the deck or engine crew, who are pre-
assigned various tasks in the event of a fire. On the Costa D Avorio, the Chief Officer oversaw
Team 1. The First Assistant Engineer oversaw Team 2. Team 1’s operator was the Bosun.

Team 2’s operator was the fitter.

4, As you know from the testimony of Chief Officer, Benito LaFauci, the fire started
around 2100 hours local time on July 5. At that time, the Chief Officer was working on deck 10
as part of the ship’s cargo operations. The Jeep was being operated by a stevedore who was
using it to push a non-running cargo-vehicle, a Toyota. On his hand-held radio, the Chief

Officer announced that there was a fire on deck 10.
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5. The duty officer, Marian Ciumala called me directly on the ship’s telephone to

alert me of the fire. I was in my cabin when he reached me.

6. I quickly got dressed, grabbed my radio, and ran from my cabin to the bridge,

which is my muster station in case of a fire. I heard the smoke alarm sounding.

7. Everyone with a radio on board sprang to action on hearing the Chief Officer yell
“fire on deck 10.” The crew members assisting with cargo operations nearby stopped whatever
they were doing and rushed to deck 10, except for the bosun who first went to deck 11 to put on
the firefighting gear with the assistance of another crew. As per the muster list, the majority of
the remaining crew went to the muster station on deck 11, assembled there and then started
hooking up water hoses to hydrants, and the Team 2 operator also put on the firefighting gear.
They waited for my orders. This was what the crew was trained to do -- what we had practiced
and drilled for -- many times before. I am very proud of how they performed that day. Crew
members were prepared to assist and to do their assigned jobs, even before the fire alarm

sounded and I announced to the crew on the public address system that there was a fire.

8. When I arrived on the bridge, the first thing I did was to push the Emergency Shut
Down or “ESD” button for the exhaust system fans and the dampers. During loading operations,
which were still ongoing on July 5% when the Jeep fire started, the exhaust system must be
running to vent the fumes from the cars and equipment, and to allow the flow of fresh air
throughout the ship. The ESD cuts off the power to the exhaust and to the vents, which we call
“dampers.” This procedure was important to stop the flow of air to fire area and segregate it. I
then looked at the fire control panel and saw that the smoke detector on deck 10 was activated
and the fire panel was sounding the fire alarm.

-
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9. All the times I am stating now are from the VDR which I believe to be accurate.
According to the Voyage Data Recorder or “VDR?”, at about 2103 hours, I called the Chief
Officer on the radio. He was on deck 10. He reported to me that the fire started with one of the
stevedore’s push cars. He said he was using portable fire extinguishers on the fire with another

crew member, but that the fire was not going out.

10.  Asconfirmed by the VDR, at about 2104, I started the fire pumps to allow the

Chief Officer and crew to use the ship’s water hoses on the fire.

11. As confirmed by the VDR, at about 2105 hours I ordered the Chief Engineer to go

to the Engine room and stand by.

12.  Asconfirmed by the VDR, at about 2108 hours the Chief Officer reported to me
that the crew were starting two water hoses to try to extinguish the fire, and that there was crew

on deck 9 because there was also fire was going there from deck 10.

13. As confirmed by the VDR at about 2109, the First Assistant Engineer reported

that there was smoke coming from deck 11 to deck 12.

14.  Asconfirmed by the VDR, at about 2110 hours, the Chief Officer reported to me
that there was very heavy smoke on 10, and they were continuing to fight the fire there with the
water hoses. At the same time, [ announce that there is smoke on deck 12 and ask if anyone can
check deck 11. The second officer responded that the smoke was coming up the ramp from the

open powered watertight door on 12.

15.  Asconfirmed by the VDR, at about 2112, the Chief Officer reported to me that

the bosun, wearing fire protection gear and a breathing apparatus, was helping him fight the fire
-3-
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on deck 10. At about that same time, the VDR records my order to the first assistant engineer to
take the Team 2 operator to the entrance to the ramp on deck 12 and try to close its powered

watertight door.

16. The VDR shows that at about 2113, the Chief Officer informed me that there was
too much smoke on deck 10 to continue fighting the fire there, and that he was starting to hear
explosions. I thought he must have been hearing loud booms or bangs from tires popping or
windshields blowing out due to the fire and heat. At the same time, other officers reported

hearing car tires blowing out from the heat on deck 12.

17. The VDR shows that at about 2114, I gave an order to close the powered WTD on
12. The first assistant engineer then reported to me that there was heavy black smoke coming up
the ramp from deck 11 and that it would be too dangerous for the operator to close the door. The
controls for the garage door on deck 12 are inside the ramp to deck 11, so there would be no
short way out for the operator. I assessed the situation and instinctively agreed. I could see the
black smoke. Iknew that the fire was getting worse. I heard the loud booms of tires popping. I
had good reason to believe that the fire had spread to cars and vans to deck 11. The fire control
panel showed several alarms on decks 10 and 11. Under these circumstances, I could not order
the operator to risk his life. At that time, I thought we should wait and see what effect the CO2
had on the fire, and maybe later it would be safe enough to try again. Under the SOLAS
Convention (the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea), the safety of the ship’s

crew is the highest priority of the vessel’s captain.

18.  The VDR shows that at about 2114 hours, (only 14 minutes after the fire started

on the Jeep), I gave the order to the Chief Mate and his team to leave deck 10 so the CO2 could

-4

6384688v1



be released. I asked the Chief Officer to close all the powered watertight doors below deck 10 so
that when it was released, the CO2 would not immediately escape from the doors at the bottom
of Zone C. The Chief Mate acknowledged my order. The VDR recorded closing of those doors
at about 2116. The only watertight door that we could not close before the CO2 was released

was the door at the very top of Zone C on deck 12.

19.  The VDR shows that at about 2015 hours, I ordered the Chief Engineer to leave
the Engine Room and go to the CO2 Room to prepare to release the CO2. He acknowledged my

order.

20.  Atthis time, I was sure that the fire was spreading fast to deck 11 because the
intense heat from the burning Jeep was directly below cargo loaded on deck 11. The steel
“ceiling” of deck 10 is the “floor” of deck 11 -- and they are only about 2 meters apart. By
conduction and convection, the flames of the Jeep fire would have been traveling upwards.

When the Jeep fire started, decks 11 and 12 were already fully loaded with cars.

21.  As confirmed by the VDR, at about 2116 hours, by public announcement I
ordered the crew to clear the area and proceed to the muster station due to imminent release of
CO2 into Garage C, which includes decks 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. There were 28 crew members on
board, and after I ordered the crew to clear the garage space, we verified that all were out of the

Zone C and accounted for.

22.  The VDR shows that at about 2117 hours, I ordered fire Team 2 to go to deck 12
and put a fire hose on the watertight door entrance (to create a wall of water in front of the open

door) to try to keep smoke inside while the CO2 was being released.
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23.  The VDR shows that at about 2122, the second officer reported to me that there
was fire on deck 12, which meant that the fire on deck 10 must have ignited a fire on deck 11 and

that fire was spreading to deck 12.

24.  The VDR shows that at about 2122, after accounting for all crew, I ordered the
Chief Engineer to release the CO2 into Zone C. The CO2 alarm for Zone C sounded almost
immediately, indicating that the Chief Engineer had started the procedure to release the
CO2. The VDR confirms that at about 2126, the CO2 was still being discharged. The release of

CO2 gas to Zone C takes 10 minutes, so by about 2133, the release would have been completed.

25.  After the CO2 was released, the black smoke coming out of the deck 12 ramp
turned grey and reduced in volume. Shortly after the start of the CO2 release, the Chief Officer

came up to deck 12 from deck 3.

26. The VDR shows that at about 2133 hours, sirens from firetrucks could be heard
on the bridge. A crew member was standing watch on deck 3 at the checkpoint near the main
ramp from the dock to the ship. I instructed him to give the Vessel’s Fire Plan to the firefighters,
and to explain to them what’s going on. The crew member, an A/B, acknowledged my order and

later reported to me that he had also told the firefighters that CO2 had been released.

27.  The VDR shows that at about 2134, the A/B on the ramp reported by radio that
the firefighters were on board. The Chief Mate volunteered to go to deck 3 and meet the

firefighters at the ramp. I agreed.
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28. After the firefighters boarded the ship, various members of the crew, including the
Chief Officer and Bosun, began escorting groups of them up the ship. The VDR does not show

precisely when they arrived at deck 12.

29. I do not know precisely when firefighters first started to enter decks 10 and 11 of
the garage, but the VDR records that at or about 2209 hours, about 47 minutes after we had
started the release of CO2 into Zone C at about 2122 hours, the Chief Officer reported to me that
firefighters had descended the port side aft stairs from deck 12 to enter the garage at deck 10. I
did not direct the firefighters to enter the Garage. The firefighters were taking orders from their

commanders, and reporting to them, not me.

30. The VDR also does not reveal the exact time that some fire fighters lost their way
on deck 10. At or about 2223 hours, according to the audio recordings from the Newark Fire
Department, a firefighter in the garage cried out: “We cannot find our way out, we are lost.” If
this is an accurate time, then the firefighters lost their way on deck 10 less that one hour after we

had started the release of CO2 into Zone C.

31.  The VDR shows that at about 2227 hours, the Chief Officer reported to me that

the some of the firefighters were missing and others were searching for them.

32.  The VDR shows that at about 2234 hours, the Chief Officer reported to me that
the firefighters are no longer fighting the fire but were instead engaged in a search and rescue

operation.
33.  The VDR shows that at about 2245 hours, the Chief Officer reported to me that

two firefighters are still missing, and I asked: “what can we do to assist the fire fighters?”
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34.  The VDR shows that at around 2249 hours, the Chief Officer reported to me that

one of the firefighters was trapped inside the cargo hold.

35.  The VDR shows that at around 2334 hours, the First Assistant Engineer reported
to me that the firefighters were asking to use the ship’s provisional crane to lower a firefighter
who had been missing from the ship to the dock. We agreed, and sometime after midnight the

first firefighter was lowered to the dock and taken away.

36. At around 2344 hours, I received a request from the firefighters to help them find
the second missing firefighter. The request was relayed to me by 3/0 Marian Ciumala. They
asked me to open the dampers and turn on the exhaust fan for deck 10 to remove the smoke
there. Ireplied with a question, asking them if they were certain that is what they want us to do,
because that action will add oxygen to the area and the embers and heat can easily restart a fire.

The response came back, yes, they’re sure, and they will tell you when to turn them off.

37.  Ataround 2344 hours, I directed the Chief Engineer to re-set the exhaust system,
which he did. I then started the extractor, ran it for a few minutes, then shut it down for a few
minutes. I then then restarted the extractor and ran it until around 0021 hours on 6 July. In total,

the extractor ran for about 30 minutes.

38.  The VDR does not show precisely when the second firefighter was found. I
estimate that it was around 0230 hours on July 6, 2023 when he was found. At around 0245, the

second firefighter’s body was removed from the vessel.
39. From at or about 2223 hours on 5 July when a firefighter reported “We cannot
Jind our way out, we are lost” until approximately 0230 hours on 6 July when the body of the
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second firefighter was recovered — about 4 hours, the shore firefighters were engaged in a search

and rescue operation.

40. At about 0515, all the firefighters left the ship and then drove away in their fire
trucks and other vehicles. The fire continued to intensify and started again to ignite the cars on
deck 12. At about 0640 hours on 6 July, I gave the order for the crew to leave the vessel. They

left the ship and assembled on the dock to await help.

Thank you for your attention. This statement does not include many important facts and
details, but instead creates a timeline of events according to the VDR and my best recollection. I

hope this is helpful to your investigation.

On behalf of Grimaldi, myself, and my crew, we are greatly saddened that this fire aboard
the Grande Costa D’Avorio resulted in the deaths of two brave firefighters, Wayne Brooks, Jr.,

and Augusto Acabou. We offer our deepest condolences to their families and friends.

I am ready to answer your questions.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the
foregoing istrue and correct. Executed on 4 January 2024

Brazil





