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I N T E R V I E W 1 

  (1:43 p.m.) 2 

 LT. REED:  Good afternoon.  The date is July 21st, and the 3 

time is 1:43 p.m.  We are at the Port Authority Building 260 in 4 

Newark, New Jersey.   5 

 I'm Lieutenant Brandon Reed with the U.S. Coast Guard.  I'm 6 

here with -- will you please state and spell your name? 7 

 CAPT. MANNING:  Lewis Manning.   8 

 LT. REED:  And spell your last name please. 9 

 CAPT. MANNING:  M-a-n-n-i-n-g. 10 

 LT. REED:  Okay.  And he is represented by?  11 

 CAPT. TARANTINO:  Captain Anthony Tarantino, president, 12 

Newark Fire Officers Union, T-a-r-a-n-t-i-n-o.   13 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  Gary Lipshutz, first assistant corporation 14 

counsel, City of Newark Law Department.  I’m the attorney for the 15 

Captain. 16 

 LT. REED:  And do you agree for these representatives to be 17 

present during the interview? 18 

 CAPT. MANNING:  Yes. 19 

 LT. REED:  All right.  We are conducting a joint agency 20 

interview as part of the Coast Guard-NTSB investigation into the 21 

facts surrounding the fire and subsequent firefighter deaths on 22 

board the Grande Costa D'Avorio on July 5th, 2023.   23 

 Do you consent to this recording? 24 

 CAPT. MANNING:  Yes. 25 
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 LT. REED:  Okay.  Now, we'll go around the room for 1 

introductions.  I'm going to ask everybody please state and spell 2 

your name and the company you are with.  We'll start with the 3 

individuals online.  Ms. McAtee.   4 

 MS. McATEE:  Nancy McAtee, fire and explosion specialist, 5 

National Transportation Safety Board.  Last name is M-c-A-t-e-e.  6 

 LT. REED:  Mr. Pittman, are you on?  So we'll have somebody 7 

from our Investigations, National Center of Expertise, on for the 8 

U.S. Coast Guard.  His name is Willy Pittman, and it's P-i-t-t-m-9 

a-n.  He's just stepped away momentarily.   10 

 CAPT. ZIESER:  Captain Walt Zieser, Division of Fire Safety, 11 

Z-i-e-s-e-r.   12 

 MR. WELLS:  Adam Wells, Essex County Prosecutor's Office, W-13 

e-l-l-s.   14 

 MR. LALLO:  Greg Lallo, PEOSH Safety Compliance.  The last 15 

name is spelled L-a-l-l-o. 16 

 DET. KESELICA:  Detective Joseph Keselica, Essex County 17 

Prosecutor's Office.  Last name's K-e-s-e-l-i-c-a.   18 

 CAPT. VILLEGAS:  Captain (Indiscernible) Villegas, V-i-l-l-e-19 

g-a-s, Division of Fire Safety. 20 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Terri Malinoski, PEOSH compliance officer 21 

from Health, M-a-l-i-n-o-s-k-i. 22 

 DET. VALDEZ:  Detective Juan Valdez, Port Authority Police 23 

Department, V-a-l-d-e-z.   24 

 DET. RIOS:  Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police 25 
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Department, R-i-o-s.   1 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Mike Richardson, R-i-c-h-a-r-d-s-o-n.  I’m a 2 

firefighter fatality investigator with NIOSH.  3 

 SGT. PALERMO:  Detective Sergeant Fabio Palermo with Port 4 

Authority Police Department, P-a-l-e-r-m-o. 5 

 LT. REED:  And again, I'm Brandon Reed, R-e-e-d, with the 6 

U.S. Coast Guard. 7 

 Mr. Mike Richardson, with NIOSH, is the technical expert on 8 

firefighting, and will lead the initial portion of the interview, 9 

after which we'll go around the room and give the agencies a 10 

chance to ask questions or clarify things that were said.   11 

INTERVIEW OF LEWIS MANNING 12 

 BY LT. REED:    13 

Q. First, if I would, let me ask you a couple background 14 

questions for the record.  Who are you employed by? 15 

A. I'm Captain Lewis Manning.  I'm employed by the Newark Fire 16 

Department. 17 

Q. Okay.  And what position do you hold?  18 

A. Captain.   19 

Q. What's your unit? 20 

A. Engine 27, 201. 21 

Q. How long have you held this position? 22 

A. Since 2018. 23 

Q. Okay.  How long have you been a captain?  24 

A. Since 2018. 25 
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Q. And how long have you worked with the fire department? 1 

A. 28 years. 2 

Q. Okay. 3 

 LT. REED:  All right.  With that, I'll hand it over to Mr. 4 

Richardson.   5 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 6 

Q. Captain Manning, let us start off by saying we sincerely want 7 

to extend our thoughts for the loss of Firefighter Acabou and 8 

Firefighter Brooks.  What we're going to do is just have a 9 

conversation, let you tell your recollection of the events.  So 10 

what we'll do is we'll just kind of start, break it up into kind 11 

of measurable chunks.  So we'll kind of cover the initial 12 

operations, maybe take a break, let if anyone has any follow-up 13 

questions.  So we'll just kind of go, but basically just give you 14 

an opportunity to tell us to the best of your recall and memory 15 

what happened and what took place. 16 

A. Okay.   17 

Q. Okay.  Starting off, if you'd just talking about your initial 18 

dispatch, response, what you saw when you got on scene. 19 

A. All right.   20 

Q. Okay.   21 

A. Okay.  Initial call was we got a call of a car fire on a 22 

ship, and it was -- initial report was five or six cars on the 23 

ship.  As we respond, as we got on the scene, I noticed smoke on 24 

the top deck. 25 



9 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

Q. Okay.   1 

A. So me and Firefighter Johnson told the chief we were going to 2 

go up.  We went up.  We was escorted up on the starboard side of 3 

the ship to 11th deck where they had -- a couple of employees had 4 

lines working against the door.  The door was shut.  They had 5 

lines working on the door -- a line working on the door.  I asked 6 

them to shut it down.  Me and Firefighter Johnson donned our SCBA.  7 

We went into the 11th deck.  We walked in.  I noticed no fire.  8 

Heavy smoke but no fire. 9 

Q. Okay.   10 

A. We maneuvered through.  We got to the 12th deck.  There's a 11 

ramp right out to the 12th deck.  I noticed a couple of guys was 12 

working lines on the 12th deck.   13 

Q. Okay.   14 

A. So we came back, back through the 11th deck.  Seen Battalion 15 

5, I gave Battalion 5 the assessment of what was going on.  Then 16 

we walked back to -- got to the 12th deck, and like I said, they 17 

were working several lines.   18 

Q. Okay.   19 

A. Then I got a report that it was fire on the 10th deck.  So I 20 

go to the 10th deck.  They had one guy with SCBA on.  He escorted 21 

me to the 10th deck.  We went inside.  I went inside with the TIC.  22 

I noticed fire on the 10th deck. 23 

Q. Okay.   24 

A. At this time, my air was starting to deplete, and Mike 25 
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Johnson's air was starting to deplete.  Firefighter DeSoto, 1 

Firefighter DeSilva was there, and we had to get a line in the 2 

10th, on the 10th deck.  As we was, as we was getting the line, 3 

DeSoto air was depleting. 4 

Q. Okay.   5 

A. And so we stepped out.  Wayne Brooks said he had a full tank, 6 

and Wayne took the TIC.  If I recall, Wayne Brooks took the TIC 7 

from Dave Rogers.  I notice Captain Ozzy (ph.) was there, and 8 

Augie. 9 

Q. Okay.   10 

A. As my air depleted, we went up to the 12th deck to change out 11 

and get new tanks and get air.   12 

Q. Okay.   13 

A. And I think Battalion 4, Battalion 4.  Battalion 4 asked Mike 14 

Johnson can he stay and help change tanks on the stairwell.  So I 15 

changed my tank on the 12th deck, and I went back down.  Now, we 16 

was on the portside of the ship at the time because we walked from 17 

the starboard to the port. 18 

Q. Right. 19 

A. On the portside of the ship, I noticed -- I don't know if 20 

that's connected to the 11th deck.  I don't know, but on that side 21 

of the ship was real -- I mean was so intense, was hot on the 22 

11th. 23 

Q. Okay.   24 

A. So changing tank, Battalion 5 asked me to get a guy or two, 25 
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to get a line on deck 11.  So got a line, open the door.  So 1 

intense, everything went south from there. 2 

Q. Okay.   3 

A. I heard the evacuation and then I heard a mayday. 4 

Q. Okay.  Is it okay if we stop there for a second. 5 

A. Yes. 6 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So we're just going to focus on that 7 

operational period.  Is everybody good as far as questions go at 8 

this point?  So. 9 

 BY LT. REED:   10 

Q. So, Captain, did you have any interactions with the crew than 11 

the initial guys boundary cooling?  12 

A. The ship crew? 13 

Q. Yes. 14 

A. Yes, the one that escorted me up to the 11th deck and the one 15 

that was on the SCBA.   16 

Q. Okay.  Did they pass any information to you as far as like --  17 

A. No, it was like choppy, you know what I'm saying.  I couldn’t 18 

understand what they were saying. 19 

Q. Okay.  Did you -- were you made aware or did you know that 20 

any like assault (ph.) agent had been used on the vessel? 21 

A. No. 22 

Q. At that time, did you see the ramp door on deck 12 open? 23 

A. No, it was ramp from deck 11, from the starboard side to the 24 

portside, it was a ramp. 25 
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Q. Um-hum.   1 

A. Yeah, I seen it.  It was open. 2 

Q. It was open.  Do you know if the crew was trying to shut that 3 

at all? 4 

A. No. 5 

Q. Okay.  All right.  I think that's all my questions at this 6 

time. 7 

 BY MR. LALLO: 8 

Q. Greg Lallo from PEOSH Compliance Safety.  Cap, are you 9 

associated with the boat, like your particular unit --  10 

A. Yes. 11 

Q. -- Engine 27? 12 

A. Yes. 13 

Q. Can you tell me a little bit about that, like the mechanics, 14 

like the procedures when a fire comes in on a ship? 15 

A. Fire Boat 1, Fire Boat 1 is out of service. 16 

Q. For what reason? 17 

A. It wouldn't start. 18 

Q. And like describe, like how foot is that boat? 19 

A. That would be 40. 20 

Q. Forty.  So it was mechanical.  It was out of service. 21 

A. Yes. 22 

Q. Gotcha.  What about like other boats?   23 

A. Fire Boat 2.   24 

Q. And what was the deal with that one? 25 
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A. It's working 1 

Q. Okay.   2 

A. But dispatch asked to bring Fire Boat 2, but I was already on 3 

the scene.   4 

Q. Oh, I see.  Do you have any knowledge about any other assets 5 

like you assistance maybe related to the scene from other towns or 6 

assets -- marine assets to come like other fire boats? 7 

A. I have no idea. 8 

Q. Yeah.  Okay.  Thank you.   9 

 LT. REED:  Mr. Pittman, do you have any follow-up questions? 10 

 MR. PITTMAN:  I entered sort of a little bit late to the 11 

party.  Just a clarification. 12 

 BY MR. PITTMAN: 13 

Q. Captain, you said you guys attempted to fight the fire on 14 

deck 11? 15 

A. Excuse me.   16 

 LT. REED:  Did you attempt the fire on deck 11? 17 

 CAPT. MANNING:  Yes.   18 

 BY MR. PITTMAN: 19 

Q. Okay.  And what was the results of that? 20 

A. It was so hot, I had them take the line and try to cool it 21 

down, but it was so intense.  So we just shut the door, and that's 22 

when everything went to evacuation. 23 

Q. Okay.  Thank you.   24 

 LT. REED:  Ms. McAtee? 25 
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 MS. McATEE:  I have no questions.  Thank you, Captain.   1 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON:   2 

Q. Okay.  So backing up a little bit, Captain.  When you arrived 3 

on scene, can you describe were any of your chiefs there ahead of 4 

you or were you --  5 

A. Battalion 5 was right behind me. 6 

Q. So Battalion 5 was right behind you? 7 

A. Yes. 8 

Q. Okay.  And did you talk to any of the chiefs before you 9 

headed up the stairs? 10 

A. Battalion 5. 11 

Q. So you had a conversation with Battalion 5.   12 

A. Yeah. 13 

Q. Could you describe that conversation? 14 

A. Chief, I'm going up and see what we have. 15 

Q. Okay.  So you talked to Battalion 5 --  16 

A. Yes. 17 

Q. -- and he said head on up. 18 

A. Go ahead and see. 19 

Q. Okay.  And then -- so you go out onto deck 11, correct? 20 

A. Yes, he escorted me to deck 11. 21 

Q. So you head out on deck 11 and you take the ramp up to deck 22 

12 or --  23 

A. No, we went inside deck 11, went in with the thermal imaging 24 

camera.  I noticed no visual fire. 25 
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Q. Right. 1 

A. There was heavy smoke. 2 

Q. Right. 3 

A. So when -- you could see a ramp going to deck 12 from deck  4 

11 --  5 

Q. Yes. 6 

A. -- ahead of us on the starboard side.  Yeah, so we walked 7 

over there, and noticed 5, Battalion 5 that they had a couple of 8 

lines, several lines working on deck 12. 9 

Q. Okay.  All right.  Once you made it up to 12, did you get an 10 

estimate or a ballpark of how many cars --  11 

A. No, actually I walked back towards the starboard side --  12 

Q. Yes. 13 

A. -- from the portside. 14 

Q. Yes. 15 

A. I walked back.  They didn't tell me I could go up top. 16 

Q. Oh, okay. 17 

A. They didn't say that. 18 

Q. Okay.  All right.  When you assessed deck 10, can you 19 

describe the condition for us? 20 

A. Yeah.  With the thermal imaging camera, I noticed there was 21 

flames, it had to be no more than like 25 feet --  22 

Q. Okay.   23 

A. -- within. 24 

Q. Okay.  And so the line that you took to deck 10 came from 25 
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deck 12? 1 

A. Actually I don't know exactly where the line came from, but 2 

they had a line.   3 

Q. So there was a line there that was laying down.   4 

A. Yeah. 5 

Q. Okay.  And then was that -- was there another line there that 6 

you tried to use on deck 11? 7 

A. No, we had guys on another line on 11. 8 

Q. Okay.  So --  9 

A. I changed my tank up on deck 12.   10 

Q. Okay.  So there's that initial line in place to deck 10, and 11 

then you do your change out and you secure another line to deck 12 

11.  So at this point there's --  13 

A. Two. 14 

Q. -- two lines in that stairwell. 15 

A. Yeah. 16 

Q. Okay.  All right.  If you want to pick it up from there when 17 

the mayday event occurred. 18 

A. I was on deck 12 when the mayday, and Mike Johnson was coming 19 

up.  He came up.  So my manpower is one and one -- I mean one and 20 

two.  My driver and -- so one and two.   21 

Q. Okay.  So at that point, did you take any further actions   22 

or --  23 

A. No.  When they called the mayday? 24 

Q. Yes. 25 
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A. No.   1 

Q. No.  Okay.  So you just remained on deck 12? 2 

A. Remained on deck 12.   3 

Q. Okay.  And then can you describe or talk about what happened 4 

once they started to bring Firefighter Acabou up? 5 

A. I noticed when they was bringing him up, it was so many 6 

people in the stairwell.  It was like so many people in the 7 

stairwell, it was like clogging up.   8 

Q. Okay.   9 

A. Yeah.  So.   10 

Q. Okay.  And then at what point did you leave deck 12? 11 

A. I was up there for a while. 12 

Q. Okay.  There was a message or an order given to pull everyone 13 

off of deck 12.  Was that when you came down --  14 

A. I came down because Firefighter Johnson and Captain Rogers, 15 

the sole of the boots had came off.  They couldn't walk to the 16 

portside.   17 

Q. Okay.   18 

A. So how we had to figure out how to get down on.  So we went  19 

starboard side down. 20 

Q. Okay.  All right.  Anything else you'd like to talk about as 21 

far as that part, as far as how the incident, the response, 22 

anything you did or --  23 

A. I don't have nothing offhand right now.   24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Does anyone else have any questions 25 
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related specifically to the actions during the response or the 1 

incident?   2 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  3 

Q. Just (indiscernible).  You're Engine 27, besides yourself, 4 

who else is Engine 27? 5 

A. That day? 6 

Q. Yeah. 7 

A. Mike Johnson and Cesar Gray (ph.) 8 

Q. Okay.  You described Johnson (indiscernible).  Was Gray with 9 

the truck? 10 

A. Gray was the driver, yes. 11 

 LT. REED:  And he stayed with the apparatus? 12 

 CAPT. MANNING:  Gray stayed with the apparatus.  He hooked up 13 

to the hydrant. 14 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON:   15 

Q. And all the hose lines that you mentioned, they were ship 16 

hose lines? 17 

A. They ship hose lines.   18 

Q. Ship hose lines.   19 

A. Yes. 20 

Q. Okay.   21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  All right.  So no other questions about the 22 

incident.  Then we'll ask any other additional questions you may 23 

have?   24 

 LT. REED:  I'll check on line.  Mr. Pittman, do you have any 25 
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additional questions? 1 

 MR. PITTMAN:  No. 2 

 LT. REED:  Ms. McAtee, do you have any additional questions? 3 

 MS. McATEE:  I do not.   4 

 BY LT. REED:    5 

Q. I have some questions.  You said that you're assigned to a 6 

marine unit as well? 7 

A. Yeah, yeah, the fire boat. 8 

Q. The fire boat.  Do you have any like shipboard firefighting 9 

training? 10 

A. We had one class. 11 

Q. One class. 12 

A. Yes, not ship -- excuse me.  You said --  13 

Q. Like shipboard firefighting? 14 

A. Oh, no.   15 

Q. No. 16 

A. No. 17 

Q. What was the class that you were referring to? 18 

A. The fire boat, trained on the fire boat. 19 

Q. Okay.  And what does that entail? 20 

A. Just how to operate the fire boat. 21 

Q. Are there like monitors on the fire boat, like water monitors 22 

or --  23 

A. Yes. 24 

Q. Okay.  Does it -- does your class address fighting fires on 25 
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ships specifically? 1 

A. No. 2 

Q. No.  Okay.  To your knowledge, is there any procedures that 3 

the fire department has for fighting fire on a ship? 4 

A. No. 5 

Q. No.  Okay.  And, have you ever been offered training for 6 

shipboard firefighting? 7 

A. No. 8 

Q. Okay.  That's all the follow-up questions I have.   9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Anybody?  No.  Anybody else? 10 

 (No response.)  11 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON:   12 

Q. The training on the fire boat, when was the last time you had 13 

that training to the best of your memory? 14 

A. Quite a few years.   15 

Q. Okay.  So it's not something you do on an annual basis? 16 

A. No. 17 

Q. Okay.  So it was one training --  18 

A. Yes. 19 

Q. -- you had on the fire boat?  Okay.   20 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Actually, I do have a question. 21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.   22 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:   23 

Q. You as Engine 27, yourself and Johnson went up.  Who else 24 

went up?  Were you the first firefighter --  25 
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A. Yes. 1 

Q. -- first fire personnel up on the ship? 2 

A. Yes. 3 

Q. Was it just you and Johnson initially or was there another -- 4 

was there a ladder company or others with you? 5 

A. Just so far, just me and Johnson. 6 

Q. Initially it was just you and Johnson. 7 

A. Yes. 8 

Q. So how long before other firefighting personnel were up on 9 

deck with you at some point? 10 

A. I have no idea.   11 

Q. Okay.  Within that first tank of air, but beyond that you 12 

can't --  13 

A. First tank of air is when I noticed the guys were up there. 14 

Q. That's when the guys started getting up there --  15 

A. I don't know if they started, but I noticed they was up 16 

there. 17 

Q. Okay.  Thank you. 18 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  All right.  You want to do your final. 19 

 LT. REED:  Mr. Pittman, do you have any follow-up questions? 20 

 MR. PITTMAN:  No.  Thank you.  21 

 LT. REED:  And, Ms. McAtee, do you have any follow-up 22 

questions? 23 

 MS. McATEE:  I do not.  24 

 BY LT. REED:   25 
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Q. Okay.  So, the conclusion phase of our interview, is there 1 

anything that we haven't asked that you would like to tell us 2 

about the incident or in general? 3 

A. No. 4 

Q. Okay.  And do you have any questions for anyone in the room? 5 

A. No. 6 

Q. Okay.  With that, Captain, thank you for your time, and I 7 

appreciate you being here.  8 

 The time is 2:06 p.m., and this will conclude our interview.   9 

 (Whereupon, at 2:06 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 10 
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