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INTERVIETW

(11:11 a.m.)

LT. REED: Good morning. It's July 9th, 2023. The time is,
I apologize, 11:11, and we're here interviewing about the
incidence that happened on the Grande Acosta D'Avorio.

To begin with, do you consent to being recorded during this
interview?

MR. CALANOY: Yes, sir.

LT. REED: Yes, okay. Now, we're going to go around the
room, and we're going to each tell you who we are and who we
represent. I'm Brandon Reed. I'm with the Coast Guard.

MR. BARNUM: Good morning. Bart Barnum, NTSB.

DET. VALDEZ: Detective Juan Valdez, Port Authority Police
Department.

DET. PADIN: Detective Anthony Padin, Newark Arson Unit.

DET. PALERMO: Detective Sergeant Palermo with the Port
Authority Police.

DET. RIOS: Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police.

MS. HULL: Stacy Hull, ATF.

MR. PLESNIAK: Mike Plesniak with ATF.

MR. PITTMAN: Willy Pittman with U.S. Coast Guard.

MS. McATEE: Nancy McAtee, NTSB.

MR. BONUZZI: Matteo Bonuzzi, Montgomery McCracken for the

vessel.

CWO _ Chief Warrant Officer - _ with
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Sector New York, Investigations.

LT. REED: And

your name.

MR. CALANQOY: My name is Richard Calanoy.

LT. REED: And

will you spell it please?

MR. CALANOY: Richard, R-i-c-h-a-r-d, Calanoy, C-a-l-a-n-o-y.

LT. REED: Okay. And just to reiterate, the purpose of these

questions we're going to ask you, it's just a -- it's a safety

investigation to figure out what happened and maybe what could

happen to prevent it in the future. And through this

investigation, we come up with different representations to change

policies and procedures on vessels.

INTERVIEW OF RICHARD CALANOY

BY LT. REED:

Q. So to begin with, what's your positions on board?

A. Able bodied seaman.

Q. And how long have you been in the maritime industry?

A. Almost 18 years.

Q. Eighteen years?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Can you tell us a little bit about your work history?
A. My previous -- this is my third, my third principality,
Grimaldi.

Q. Okay. So this is -- how long have you worked for Grimaldi?
A. Almost 7 years already.

Q. Almost 7 years already.
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Yeah.

How long have you been on board the D'Avorio?

One month -- yeah, more than one month.

Okay. And is this first time you've been on this vessel?
Yeah, first time.

Have you been on similar vessels in the past?

Yeah, yeah, similar vessels.

Okay. So what are your responsibilities on board?

My responsibility as AB, in case of emergency, I'm helmsman

on the bridge.

Q.

Okay. What do you do from day-to-day? Like what are you in

charge of or what's your tasking?

A. Yeah, on duty on the ramp.

Q. You're on duty on the ramp?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Are you —-- who give you instructions for your daily
tasking?

A. Chief officer.

Q. Chief officer.

A. Yeah, chief officer and boatswain, you know.

Q. Okay. And what does that usually include? Like what do you

usually do from day-to-day?

A.

Q.

Day-to-day?
Yeah. Like normal work.

Normal work.
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0. Yeah, normal work.
A. Yeah. And see, you know, what's in the bridge, but sometimes

chief officer, we make daily work like this.

Q. Okay. And what does that include, your daily work?

A. You know, work from --

Q. Like are you painting?

A. Yeah, painting.

Q. What do you do during cargo operations?

A. Cargo operations, yeah, duty on the ramp.

Q. Always?

A. Yeah, it be duty on the ramp, always is.

Q. Okay. So do you ever help out with loading or tying down or

helping the stevedores on board? Like not just this incident, but
like previous as well, like previous times you've been on board?
Are you always the AB on the ramp?

A. Yeah, AB on the ramp.

Q. Okay. So can you tell us a little bit about how you were

notified of the fire? How did you know a fire was happening?

A. Well, I heard on the radio that someone shouting, fire, fire,
fire.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah, that's.

Q. Do you remember about what time that was?

A. I think before 9 or --

Q. Okay.
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A.

Q.

-- 2100.

Okay. So what did you do when you heard that there was a
on board?

I informed the duty officer to shut down all ventilation.
Okay.

Yeah.

Okay. And during the fire, what are -- what's your role as

far as the fire team or what's your duties and responsibilities?

A.

Q.

>

Q.
A

Q.

I'm helmsman on the bridge.

You're usually the helmsman on the bridge.
Helmsman duty.

Okay. And what are you in port?

In port?

In port, like while you're in port what's your duty in port

during the fire?

A. I stay on the (indiscernible) because I'm helmsman on the
bridge.

Q. Okay. So you called and said that ventilation needed to be
shut down?

A. Yeah.

Q. What --

A. Make shut down the ventilation.

Q. Okay. What did you do next?

A. Waiting some instruction on the radio.

Q. Okay.
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A. Then I heard the chief officer call the master, called the
master. Then I ran to telephone, I dial. Then (indiscernible)
officer, I give to officer the telephone. She called the master.
Q. Okay. Were you on the bridge at the time?

A. No, I'm on the ramp.

Q. You were on the ramp.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Who did you give, who did you give the phone to?

A. The duty officer.

0. The duty officer.

A. Yeah, I give to the duty officer.

Q. Was the duty officer with you on the ramp-?

A. She is the -- she -- after she shut down the ventilation, she
go again and go up to check, but the chief officer -- I heard

chief officer called the master. That's why I run to her, open

door to dial the number of the master.

Q. Okay.

A. Then -- but I see duty officer. I give the telephone.

Q. Okay. So what was being discussed during that telephone
call?

A. I don't == I have no idea because I go to the ramp.

Q. You go back to the ramp. Okay. What happened next after

you, after you called the bridge, handed it to the duty officer,
you went back to the ramp. What's the next thing you remember?

A. Waiting some instructions on the radio.
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Q. Okay. You were waiting on instructions.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. And what was the next instructions that you got?
A. I heard close all the water tight door.

Q. So -- okay. So you heard that over the radio.

A. Yeah.

Q. What were you doing at the time?

A. I run in the deck 3 to deck 5 ramp. Wait all the people,
wait all the people. I stand back at the control.

Q. Okay.

A. And wait all the people to go down. Then I start close the
big door.

Q. Okay. And who told you to close the big door?

A. I heard in the --

Q. On the radio.

A. The radio.

Q. Who were the people that were coming down?

A. The people from the up -- where they start fighting the fire.
Q. Okay. Do you remember who on board that was?

A. Boatswain.

Q. The boatswain.

A. Yeah, boatswain and OS.

Q. Okay.

A. And some third officer like this.

Q. Okay.
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A.

The chief officer.

Okay. Did you ever see the fire?

No, no, I don't see the fire because I stayed on ramp.
Okay. So you shut the water tight door on the ramp or on
5, right?

Yeah.

What did you do next?

Then go back on the ramp.

Okay. And so you're waiting on the ramp. What happened,
happened next?

Then we make counting. We make counting all the people.

Oh, so you were taking accountability.

11

We count all the people. Chief officer count all the people

and same like mustering.

Q. So you were mustering and did the chief officer radio the
master --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and say that you were accounted for?

A. Yeah, accounted for.

Q. Okay.

A. All good.

Q. So after this muster took place, what happened?
A. After they go up. I stayed the ramp.

Q. Okay.

A. They go up again, deck 11.
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Q.

Okay.

And waiting advice.

Do you remember about what time that was?
No, I don't remember.

You don't remember. Okay. What's the next thing that you

remember happening?

A.

Q.

>
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I heard the use CO2.

The use of CO2.

Yeah.

And how did you know the CO2 was being used?

Because a sound alarm continues.

Okay. And was that shortly after the muster or --

Yeah, muster.

Okay. So after CO2 was used, what were you doing?

I stay —— I still stay on the ramp.

You stay on the ramp?

Yeah.

Okay. What's the next thing that you remember on the ramp?
was the next thing happen?

I see some shore firefighter coming.

Okay.

Yeah.

And what did you do?

Yeah. I advise master, that there is some firefighters.

Okay.
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A. Yeah.
Q. And did you talk to the firefighters?
A. Yeah, I talked to the firefighters because they asked which

deck have some fire.

Q. Okay. How did that interaction go? Where did you talk to
them at?

A. Then the white uniform --

Q. Yeah.

A. —-— she speak me if they send some people up. I asked the

master people, if possible some firefighters go up. Then I send

to the stairways on the starboard side, yeah.

Q. Did you lead them all the way up-?

A. No, because some people in the staircase. I opened only the
door. Then they go up. Some people ran into the -- to deck 11.

0. Okay. Did the fireman with the white shirt, did he want to

see the fire control plan?

A. Not yet because the master, whatever it is -- because the
master have to give the order to give -- to show the fire plan.
Then master show the fire plan. I think the fire plan I put in
the one plywood (ph.) and then I put (indiscernible). Then the
one white guy and the one black uniform, I showed them that we
have two staircase in the port -- one in the portside and one in
the starboard side but the most safe way is go starboard side
because in the portside, there is near the fire.

Q. Okay. Did they ask you any questions after you showed them
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the -- did they know what this was?

A. They asked only how many floors do we have.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. Did they, did they -- did it seem like they knew what they

were looking at when you showed this to them?

A. Yeah, seemed. And then I informed we have a full deck, 12
deck and this deck 10 have fire.

Q. Okay. So you told them to use the starboard side --

A. Yeah, starboard side. 1It's the most safest way because this
portside have fire.

Q. Okay. Do you remember who -- did anybody escort them to --

through the ladder wells? Did anybody take them up?

A. By the staircase?
Q. Yes.
A. Yeah, only in the -- near or middle of the staircase, I

assisted them.

Q. You took them to the staircase?

A. Yes.

Q. Did anyone take them upstairs?

A. Yeah, because some people, they're in the staircase

collecting the fire hose.

Q. Okay.
A. Yeah.
Q. So you asked them to --

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

A. I speak to some guy, okay, send to deck 11.

Q. Okay.

A. I don't know what happened to them though.

Q. Okay. Did they ask any -- so they just asked where the

staircases were and what deck the fire was on?

A. Yeah.

Q. Anything else that you remember?

A. No, no.

Q. No. Okay. So after they went up the staircase, what

happened? What did you do? What were you doing?

A. Waiting for some orders again.

Q. Okay.

A. Then some more firefighters coming and the chief fireman
again speaks, send more. They want more again to go up.

Q. Okay. Do you remember who took them up?

A. I send again in the portside. Then I speak to them, go 11
deck.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. So after that, do you remember how many firefighters

were in those groups?

A. No remember.

Q. Do you remember how many firefighters were there on the first
that came?

A. Yeah, I seen around I think more than 10 like this, more than
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10.
Q. Okay. So you're waiting for orders on the ramp. The second

group of firefighters come. What happens next?

A. No more idea.

Q. You don't remember. Were you still on the ramp?

A. Yeah, I stay on ramp but there are some people coming also.
Q. Some more people.

A Yeah, more people coming. And more people asking me, some

police, I think police asking for this storage plan.

Q. Stowage plan.
A. Yeah, stowage.
Q. How much long -- how long of a timeframe was that from when

the first firefighters got on board to when you were asked for the
stowage plan? Like was it a short time or was it a long?
A. Yeah, I called the duty officer but I think the port captain

take (indiscernible).

Q. Okay. The port captain came.
A. Yeah, came and take.
Q. And took it. Okay. Do you remember if that was near the

start of the fire or closer to abandon ship?

A. Near the start of fire.

Q. That was near the start of the fire. O0Okay. What happened
next?

A. Yeah, more firefighters coming and then they use now the aft

staircase now.
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They used aft staircase.

Yeah, they use now the portside, portside staircase.
So they started using the portside staircase?

They use the portside staircase.

Who told them they could use the portside staircase?

Chief officer told me to bring these some guys, use the

portside staircase.

Q.

Okay. Do you know why he said use the portside instead of

the starboard side?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Because the door is near the door of this fire.
So the portside was closer to the fire.
Yeah.

And did the firefighters want to get closer to the fire

instead of going from the starboard side?

A.

Q.

Yeah.

Yes. Okay. So you -- so firefighters started using the

portside staircase ladder well. What happened next?

A.

I go down again to deck 3. They send some guys there. I go

down to deck 3.

>0

Okay.

And then after they go down, some guys again bring up again.
Okay. Do you remember how many times?

Oh, many times I go up and go down.

Okay. So a lot.

Yeah, a lot.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

Q. But you don't remember about how many?

A. Yeah, many.

Q. Just -- do you remember the number of times you did it?

A. Three to four times.

0. Three to four times.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Okay. So after your escorting these firefighters,
showing them the different staircases, did -- at any time did have

conversations with them? Did they ask you any questions?

A. No, no.
Q. No. Were you told to tell them any thing-?
A. Yeah, I told -- I asked them which deck they go. Some other

guys told them go to deck 12. Go to deck 10.
Q. Okay. What happened after the three or four times you were

taking the firefighters?

A. I go down again.
Q. Okay.
A. And some I think Coast Guard asked if -- what is the cargo-?

I speak, ask this chief officer.

Q. Okay. So then the Coast Guard came.
A. Yeah.

Q. And asked where the cargo list was?
A. Yeah, yeah.

Yeah. Okay. What do you remember happening next?

>0

No. Then I'm finished my duty.
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19

Okay.

Yeah.

Do you remember who -- what the Coast Guard personnel looked
that asked for the cargo 1list?

No, only where the cargo loading.
Cargo loading?

Yeah. Is burning or where is loading.
Oh, okay.

Yeah.

Do you --

I speak, ask chief officer.

Okay. So after the Coast Guard comes and asks for the

documentation, what do you do next?

A.

Q.

>
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Finish out my watch.

Okay.

I go, I go up to deck 11 to help boundary cool.
Okay. Was that in the morning, like the next morning?
Past midnight.

It was past midnight?

Yeah.

Do you -- how long did you boundary cool?

Past midnight until abandon ship.

Until abandon ship.

Yeah.

Okay. Now, I'm going to pass it off.
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Q. Thank you, Richard.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. I'm Bart. I'm going to have a few questions for you as well.

Thank you

for that. It was good information. I'm just going to

probably ask you maybe some of the same questions in a different

way and see if we can get the record straight here.

A. Yeah.

Q. You're AB on ramp.

A. Yeah, AB on ramp.

Q. Who is with you?

A. Duty officer.

Q. Duty officer.

A. Yeah.

0. What is her name?

A. Duty Officer Mary Anna.

Q. Mary Anna.

A. Yeah.

Q. Is she with you the whole time? What is her duty?

A. No, because she goes and talk with the chief officers.
Q. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. During the casualty -- I'm sorry. Never mind. Hold on.

I want to

you heard

go back to the -- when you discovered that there --

that there was a fire on the radio —-

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947

So

when




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

A. Yeah.

Q. -- was the duty officer next to you or with you?

A. Yeah, about -- near only, near only to me.

0. Is there an office there or somewhere where she has a station
or --

A. Yeah, cargo control room on deck 3.

Q. Is that where she was?

A. Yeah, she near me.

0. So when you heard fire on the radio, what did she do?

A Yeah, he make her go up but I call him to shut down the
ventilation.

Q. Okay. So the chief officer called the duty officer to come

up with him?
A. No idea if her say come up or he want to go up.
Q. Okay. Why are you telling the captain to secure ventilation?

Did someone ask you to do that?

A. No, because I heard some fire.

Q. Right. You just hear there's a fire on the radio.

A. Yeah.

Q. Is that part of your duties as the AB on the ramp to tell the

master to secure ventilation?

A. No, no, no, the master. Only third officer. I asked only
stop -- he stopped the ventilation.

Q. Third officer.

A. Yeah.
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Q.

22

Where is the third officer?

Yeah, in the -- near in the deck 3 also.

Duty officer, is that the third officer? Are they the same?
Third officer.

Third officer is the duty officer.

Yeah.

Same thing.

Yeah.

Okay. Going forward, let's just call her the third officer,

Yes, sir.
So you told the third officer --

I asked only if she stopped the ventilation because there's a

Okay. So this is before she left?

Yeah, yeah.

Because you said that she left --

Yeah.

-— right? So you hear fire on the radio.
Yeah.

She hears -- she has her own radio.

Yeah, she has her own radio.

She has a radio. She also hears. Did you look at her? Did

you go walk and talk to her? What was your interaction with her?

A.

Yeah, I called her radio, third, you stop the ventilation.
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Q. You said, hey, did you stop the ventilation?

A. Yeah.

0. What was her response?

A Yeah, he's checking the (indiscernible) still running
ventilation.

Q. So in the cargo control room --

A. Yeah.

Q. —-— she looks and she has a panel.

A. Yeah.

0. And she notices --

A. A computer, yeah. A computer.

Q. So the computer shows the ventilation on it?

A. Yes, stop ventilation.

Q. Back up. So there's a computer in the control room --
A. Yeah.

Q. -—- that has indicating on it fans and whatnot?

A. Yeah, ballast.

Q. There's a ballast in there?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. So when you asked her, have you -- is the ventilation

secured? What did she say to you back?

A.

Yes, she run to the cargo control, check the computer.
So she went and looked.
Yeah.

And what did she see?
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A. Yeah.

0. She said, yes, it is.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Thank you for that. So you weren't -- thank you. So
ventilation was secure.

A. Yeah.

Q. She's still there.

A. Oh, no, she go out again. She -- think she go to chief
officer, she (indiscernible).

Q. Okay. And you're alone.

A. Yeah, alone.

Q. Now, you're alone.

A. Yeah.

Q. How long -- do you have a key to close water tight doors?
A. Yeah, all have. We have a key.

Q. You say all. Who has a key?

A. All crew I think. All deck crew. All deck crew.

Q. All deck crew have a key.

A. Yeah, have a key.

Q. Are you -- have you shut that door before? Do you know how

to do that door?

A. Yeah, I have. We open and close these big doors.
Q. How would you do it if you were to do it?

A. Put the key.

Q. Yeah.
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Then start the pump.

Okay.

Then close the -- push the button close.

Okay.

Yeah, and start pumping the (indiscernible), that close.

you see clicks on, already locked, secure.

Okay.

It's the easy way.

All right. And is there an emergency stop.

Yeah, emergency stop here (indiscernible).

All right. 1Is there a cover on that? Over the stop.
No, no cover.

Okay. So after she left, you're alone. Who told you to shut

the door?

A. I heard, I heard the master order close all the water tight
door.

Q. So there was an order from who?

A. Master.

Q. Master. Thank you. Close all water tight doors. And you
just went and you closed door 3 -- deck 3 door-?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Did you close any other doors?

A. No, because I go back on the ramp. We had to start
mustering.

Q. Okay. So you go back to the ramp. Is that your muster
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station?

A. No, because we are now —-- that muster station is deck 11.
Q. Okay. But because you were at port --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- the ramp was down.

A. The ramp was down.

Q. You went back to your duty station?

A. Yeah, duty station.

Q. Did anybody say new muster station is the ramp?

A. No, only call the people, I heard when they called the
people.

Q. Okay.

A. Called the people to muster.

Q. Okay.

A. We were mustering all the people.

Q. Okay. I'm going to back you up a little bit. Actually it
will probably be right at the same instance. So you hear there's
a fire. You ask about ventilation. You shut the door. You go
back to ramp. Do you see the stevedores run off the ship?

A. Yeah, before I see some stevedores.

0. Running off?

A. Running off.

Q. Do you have a list of the number of stevedores? Is that part

of your job to record who comes on the vessel and who leaves the

vessel?
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A. No, no, don't do this.
Q. How do you -- as the gate security watch, that's your job.
A. Yeah, some day they give some papers, all papers this because

drivers with passports and --

Q. Right. But you have a list of all their names and what do
you have? You said you had a list?

A. No, no, no list. Some other port give some list. Some other

port gives a list but here no gives list.

Q. You had no list of people that were coming on or off?
A. No, no.
Q. If there was someone who came up the ramp, how would you know

if they were a stevedore or maybe someone else? Would you have

any idea to know if they were allowed on board and, you know, not?

A. Yeah.

Q. How?

A. First we check if they -- I say go up to the master, yeah.
Q. Okay.

A. Check IDs.

Q. Okay.

A. Check IDs and (indiscernible). Stevedores, they're drivers

cars like this.

0. The stevedores are all in cars?
A. Yes.
Q. And you don't check their ID and you don't count who's on and

count when they're off?
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A. Yeah, no.

Q. You don't do that. Okay. So you saw the stevedores leave.
A. Yeah.

Q. They all left. Okay. And you heard the -- okay. And then

you mustered. You mustered. Who joined you when you mustered?
Who came down to deck 37

A. Chief officer, boatswain, third mates, 0S, driver, me.

Q. Okay. Was there conversation that there is going to be a
release of CO02?

A. And (indiscernible). Not -- they go up first. They go up.

They help first, go up.

Q. Who did? Who went up?

A. All of them from -- all the guys.

Q. So they went up --

A. Deck 11.

Q. They went all the deck 11 and joined the first engineer and

the others that were there?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Was there talk about shutting the water tight door on
deck 127

A. I don't remember, sir.

Q. So you shut deck 3.

A. Yeah.

Q. Who did you tell that, hey, deck 3 is closed? Who did you

radio that to? Did you tell anybody that it was closed?
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A. Yeah, yeah. No, no, no. No, can't remember.
Q. You can't remember. Okay. That's fine. And do you remember
any people talking on the radio, water tight -- weather deck door

closed. Do you remember who closed that door?

A. Chief officer closed water tight door, weather deck.
Q. Okay. How did you know that?
A. Because I asked him who closed the weather deck. Chief

officer closed.
Q. Okay. When did you ask him that?
A. Because we start -- then we start counting, start counting

deck 3 and when we start counting deck 3.

Q. Start closing.

A. No, counting, counting.

Q. Oh, counting the people.

A. Yeah, yeah. That's why I asked who closed the --

Q. Oh, okay.

A. -—- weather deck.

Q. Did you asked them, hey, who closed deck 127

A. No, no, I don't ask.

Q. If you asked the weather deck, why didn't you ask him that
deck?

A. Because I see —-- because maybe some guy left weather deck.
Q. Yeah.

A. Yeah.

Q. You wanted to make sure that they were in?
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A. Yeah, all.
Q. What about the other water tight doors on what is it? 6, was

there another water tight door that needed to closed?

A. Deck 1 and deck 2.

Q. Did you ask him, hey, who shut those or did anybody shut
those?

A. Always closed because I see also. I can see all closed
there.

Q. Okay. So they left you. You're alone. Did you hear anybody

talking about water tight door 12 on the radio?

A. No, no.

Q. Okay. Did you --

A. No idea, sir.

Q. Did you hear anybody talking to the master about a muster on

the radio?

A. I think second officer, second officer come to deck 12.
Q. Okay. So the second officer was on the bridge?
A. On the bridge.

Q. They went to deck 12.
A. Yeah.
Q. But prior to CO2 release, did you hear anybody on the radio

talking to the master or the chief engineer saying about there's a
full muster. We have accountability. There's no one left inside.
Did you hear that on the radio?

A. No, only -- I heard only on radio, releasing COZ2.
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Q. Who said that?

A. Master.

Q. Master said releasing CO2?
A. Yeah.

@)

Okay. And was there anybody said, well, there's still a door

open or did anybody respond to that?

A. I not remember, sir.
Q. Okay. That's fine. CO2 is released. How long —-- you said
you —-- how long from when the CO2 is released until you saw a

fireman on the ramp?
A. I don't remember. We had released already CO2, then coming

the firemen.

Q. You don't know how long it was?
A. No, no.
Q. So when the CO2 released, right, you said you knew -- you

heard that. And then you're still at the ramp. Is there firemen
right there right away or was it an hour? Do you know how long

until the firemen came up the ramp?

A. Past 9, it was past 9.

Q. Past 9.

A. Yeah, past 9.

0. The CO2 is released.

A. At that time already they released the CO2.
Q. How long though? 20 minutes.

A. Yeah, maybe at least.
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Q. An hour.

A. No, no.

0. No, not an hour.

A. Not an hour, no.

0. Twenty minutes or half hour or so.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Good. The first firemen that you met, the firemen at
the ramp.

A. Yeah, the white color.

0. White color, the shirt, you did not look at this with him,

the first fireman?

A. Yeah, after when master order --
Q. Right, but the very first man that came --
A. Yeah.
Q. -- did you look at this with him?
A. Not yet.
Not yet.

= O

When master order to show him the fire plan, then take in

there and show to him.

Q. So when the master ordered you show him the fire plan --
A. Yeah.
0. -- did -- and you showed him, was it that first fireman or

was it a different fireman?
A. The white, the chief, the chief fireman.

0. Yeah.
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Just the white, the white --
Right.

-- the white uniform.

Yes.

Yeah.

But was that white uniform the first white uniform that you

Yeah.

I don't know i1if you understand my question. So the very

first fireman that came up the ramp and they asked you where --

what deck is the fire on, what did they ask you?

A. Yeah, which, which floor --

Q. Is the fire.

A. -- the fire.

Q. Okay. And what did you tell them?

A. I told them the first start up deck 10.

Q. Okay. And then what did you do?

A. Then wait some orders for the radio.

Q. Okay. And they stayed there with you?

A. Yes, stayed with me. Then they asked me to send some people
up.

Q. Okay. And --

A. Then I asked the master permission to -- if I can send some
firemen.

Q. Okay. And what did the master say?
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Yeah, send, send now.
And you -- okay. And where did you send them?
I send them in the starboard side, starboard side staircase.

Right. I remember that. Okay. And then at what point --

and then what did you do next?

A.

Q.

>

= O > 0 >0 >0 = ©

>0

plan.

Yeah, I standby waiting some instruction.

Are you alone?

Yeah, alone.

Okay. And then what came next?

Still coming some firemen ask permission to go up again.
And you sent some more up?

Yeah, sent some more up.

Has the master asked you yet to show them this or not yet?
Not yet, not yet.

So you send some more up-?

Yeah.

And then what do you do?

Then wait some orders.

You wait some orders.

Yeah. Then after master tell me to show, show them the fire

And you showed the next ones up the fire plan?
I show to the white one, the chief fireman.
The original one?

Yeah, the chief fireman.
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Q. Did he come back down to you?
A. No, the chief fireman remained in the room.
Q. I thought you said that you were alone on the ramp, but you

had this chief fireman with you?

A. Yeah, chief fireman and some firemen.

Q. Thank you. I understand.

A. Yeah.

Q. At any point -- okay. Do you know what an international

shore connection 1is?

A. Yeah, sure, international shore.

Q. What is 1it?

A. The international connection?

0. Yeah, yeah, what is it? What does it do?

A. It connect the shore to the ship.

Q. Okay. Where is that located?

A. I think in the weather deck.

Q. Okay. 1Is there another one that you're aware of?

A. Yeah. I don't remember, sir.

Q. So you said weather deck? 1Is that what you -- where is it?

Where did you say it was located?

A. I think weather deck because some other ship weather deck.

0. Oh, weather deck. So that's -- show us.

A. Yeah, weather deck.

Q. That's forward of the cargo space. At any point did you, did

you or did someone tell you to give the firemen the international
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shore connection?

A. No, no, no.

Q. Did the firemen ask you for the international shore
connection?

A. No, sir. Nothing.

Q. Okay. Okay. I might have follow on. I'm going to look at

my notes. I'm going to give time for everybody else to ask some
questions. Thank you, Richard.

A. Okay, sir.

CWO _ Chief Warrant Officer _

Q. Sir, I'd just like to go back a little bit further before the
fire and when you were on duty on the ramp, do you remember what
time that was?

A. I think before 9, yeah. We did this time -- 2100.

Q. And that's when you were -- you started your duty on the

A. No, 1800 start my duty, 1800.

Q. So, 2000, that was the time you had assumed the duty on the

ramp.
A. Yeah.
0. I see. I know you had mentioned there's no real count of the

stevedores, right, going in and out of the ship that you do. But,
when you were seeing the stevedores load the vehicles, did you

recognize them as they were going offloading and loading? Like
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did you recognize the stevedores as they were passing by through

the ramp?

A. No, I didn't recognize them.
Q. I see. Do you remember what kind of vehicles they were
using?

A. The pushing, the pushing.

Q. Yes, the pushing vehicles?
A. Jeep, Jeep, yeah. One Jeep and one pickup.
Q. One Jeep pusher vehicle.
A. Yeah.
Q. Were there others?
A. This -- what you call this in America.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It's a pickup.
BY cwo
0 Pickup?
A. Yeah.
Q I see. So how many of those did you see?
A I think three pushing in that time because we only need a few

cargos remaining. That's why.

0. Okay.
A. You know, a few cargos remaining.
Q. I see. And then as your duty on the ramp, do you know how

many cars that are coming on board the ship? Do you count those?
A. No, have somebody scouting each deck, have some guys

counting.
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Q. I see. But you don't count the vehicles?

A. No, no, me no count.

Q. I see. You saw the Jeep pusher vehicle though --

A. Yeah.

Q. -— being used as well?

A. Yeah.

Q. Do you know what vehicle may have caught on fire?

A. No, no, I don't.

Q. And then was the pusher vehicles that were used, did you

notice any issues with the vehicles or what the stevedores or the
lashers -- did you notice if they have any issues with the
vehicles that they were using-?

A. No, no, no recognize.

Q. And then I also wanted to ask about smoking on the decks and
in the ship. Do you have designated areas for smoking on board
the ship?

A. Yeah, we have designated area. Deck 11, outside the, outside

the accommodation.

Q. I see. And those are the only places that are for smoking?
A. Yeah.

Q. None inside the accommodations space or breakroom areas?

A. No, no, no smoke.

Q. I see. How about smoking for non-crewmembers such as

stevedores and other personnel that are involved with cargo

loading? Have you observed any of them smoke?
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A. No, no, when I see them, I told them outside. Outside. We

smoke outside.

Q. Were they asking you where to smoke? Is that --

A. Sometimes some guys ask also where we can smoke here? No, no
smoke. I show them no smoking place. No smoking.

Q. I see. So you have been asked before by stevedores where

they can smoke, but you point them to smoke off the ship?
A. Yeah, yeah, off the ship.
Q. I see. And then you mentioned you've been with Grimaldi 7

years already total, right? With Grimaldi Shipping.

A. No, this Grimaldi, almost 7 to 8 years.

Q. Almost 7 to 8 years.

A. But other principalities before.

Q. I see. In your time with the company and, you know, on

similar vessels, have you ever seen the water tight door operated

during drills or training exercise for firefighting?

A. Yeah, yeah. At sea, all doors closed also.

0. So at sea, all doors are closed?

A. Yeah, all doors are closed.

Q. I see. So they're not open --

A. No

Q. -- at sea at allvz

A. Yeah, no

Q. And then for training for new crewmembers, when they come on

board, from what your experience and what you recall, do all
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crewmembers get training on how to operate the water tight doors

for these decks, in the garage and in the cargo deck areas?

A. Yeah, yeah, they show also how to, if new members, they show.
Q. Who does that training?

A. Your laborer, when they relieve the guy.

Q. I see. So the -- so your predecessor that you relieved, the

AB before you --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- will train you for instance if you were new?

A. Yeah, yeah, before she goes off.

Q. I see. And what does that training incorporate? Could you

just walk me through how they will training you to show you how to
operate these doors? They just take you there and show you how to
operate it?

A. Yeah, yeah, because some, some ship almost same procedure.

Q. I see. And is this training recorded somewhere on board?

Like, for instance, a logbook or somewhere that says you did this

training?
A. I don't know. This is not the training.
Q. Not recorded.
A. No, I don't know if recorded but this is not training.
Q. I see. Okay. That's all I have. Thank you.
A. Thank you, sir.
BY MR. PLESNIAK:
Q. Just a couple of questions kind of following up on what you
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were just asked. You were saying that -- I'm sorry. I'm Mike
Plesniak from ATF. You were saying that in general when you see
stevedores smoking, you tell them they're not allowed to smoke and
they have to smoke off the ship.

A. Yeah.

Q. Did that happen prior to the fire? Did you have tell
stevedores prior --

A. I mention this in this area, no smoke. I do not see some
people smoking here.

Q. You did not see anybody smoking from the time you started

your shift?

A. Yeah.
Q. You did not. Okay. I just want to make sure that's clear.
When -- I know this was already asked but I just want to make sure

it's clear. Were there any cars leaking fluids that were being
loaded? Was there anything leaking on the ramp? Any cars making
funny noises, anything like that?

A. One RORO when I was —-- one RORO is make leak, but they
discharge. They go back report and they take out.

Q. Can you explain that to me?

A. They take out. Before they load it, because the ramp is too
much high, then he coming, he make some o0il. Then they just start
to get -- they did not load.

Q. So they didn't load that car. Did the clean the oil that was

on the ramp?
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Yeah, they clean. Put sawdust.

Okay.

With some sweeper.

Okay. And then just one final question from us. When you
on deck 12, when you were helping cooling.

No, deck 11.

Deck 11. Okay. When you were on deck 11 and you were

helping cooling --

A.

Q.

>

i Ol e

b= ©

Q.

Yeah.

-- did you see any fire?

In the morning already I see some fire.

You saw some of the fire.

Yeah.

Where did you see the fire in the morning-?

In the middle of -- the aft part of the ship.
The aft part of the ship?

Yeah.

And what did the smoke look like? Was it black? Was it

white? Was it thick?

A.

>

= O

10

When it start the fire?

What you saw, yeah?

Yeah, it was so white, and then after coming red fire.
Red fire. The smoke coming off the fire.

Yeah.

Was the smoke black? Was it white?
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Q.

Yeah, white, white, white.

White smoke you saw.

Yeah.

Okay. We're good. Thank you.

Yeah.

LT. REED: Go around the room?

BY DET. PADIN:

Hi, I'm Detective Padin with Newark Fire Department?
Yes, sir.

When you're on deck 3 --

Yeah.

-- and the fire department, you see them coming --

Yeah.

43

—-— one person coming or three or four? When they're coming,

is it one person or --

A.

They're together, I think -- but the first coming is

white, the white uniform.

Q.

A.

b= ©

>0

The white shirt.

Yeah.

Nobody else right at that time?

Yeah, someone is coming also, some firefighters.
Some firefighters and the white shift coming?
Yeah, yeah.

Together?

Yeah.
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Q.

And they stop at you?

Yeah.

And the white shirt asks you how many levels?
Yeah, how many levels.

How many levels. And asks you where the fire is?
Yeah, he asked me.

And you said deck?

Deck 10.

Deck 10. And he asked you how to go up?

Yeah.

And there's two ways to go up, starboard or port. Not with

the fire, just you can go starboard or you can go port if no

fire's there?

A.

>

= O

Q.

Yeah.

But the safer one is starboard?
Yeah, starboard.

Because there's no fire.

Yeah.

But the portside, you can get to deck 10? You can. If

there's no fire, you want to go to deck 10, you can go port?

A.

Q.

>

>0

Yeah, you can go port.

And starboard?

Yeah.

And both can go to deck 107

Yeah.
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Q.

45

But --

I don't -- the starboard, you go direct to deck 11.
But you can stop at deck 107

Deck 10, you cannot enter in deck 10 because there's no --
No door.

-—- no doors.

Okay. So, starboard side only goes all the way up?
Yeah.

You can't stop at deck 5 or 3 or 7 and enter?

Yeah. ©No, no.

There's only one —--

Deck 6, you can enter deck 6.

You can enter deck 6.

Yeah.

And where else can you enter that -- what's the next one that

you can a deck? 11.

A.

Q.

= ©) >0

>0

Yeah, 11.

So 3, 6 —--
Yeah.

--— and 11 —--

On the starboard side.

-—- on the starboard side you can enter?
Yeah.

On the portside, to get to the fire --

Yeah.
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Q. -- it's only portside.

A. Yeah. All in the portside, all deck have doors.

0. All the decks have a door.

A. Yeah.

Q. So if I'm on deck 12 --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- and I want to go to the fire, how do I get there?
Portside.

A. Yeah, portside.

Q. Portside. Okay. Okay. When the firemen want to go up the

first time, someone walked up with them or they went by
themselves?

A. I sent them only in the staircase, in the staircase. Then I
see some people preparing some hose. That's why I send -- I speak
some guy, send them up to deck 11.

0. To deck 11. And how many firemen the first time went up?

Three, four. The white shirt did not go up?

A. No, did not go up.

Q. The firemen dressed --

A. Yeah.

Q. -—- went up?

A. Went up.

0. One, two, three, do you remember?

A. I don't remember, sir.

Q. You don't remember. Okay. So the white shirt stayed.
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A. Yeah.

Q. The firemen went up.

A. Yeah.

0. Then more firemen came.

A. Yeah, more firemen came.

Q. The white shirt stayed. More firemen went up again.
A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. And then you take the fire plan and show the white
shirt?

A. Yeah.

0. Did you talk about staircase, fire?

A. Yeah, staircase.

Q. What else did you tell him about the fire plan?

A I showed him on the -- this is the safest way in the

starboard side, yeah, and you go direct to deck 11 and this

starboard side have all have doors in the portside.

0. The portside all have doors.

A. Yeah.

0. And the connection, shore connection.

A. They don't ask me, sir, the shore connection.

Q. They don't ask you but the shore connection to the ship

connection is on deck 37

A. I think weather deck.
0. Weather deck. Where is the weather deck?
A. Here.
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Q. Okay. Okay. I see. Outside.
A. Yeah, outside.
Q. Okay.

MR. BARNUM: Can I just ask one question here?
BY MR. BARNUM:
Q. Are you familiar with this fire control plan, Richard? Have

you seen that before?

A. Yeah, I see, I see in the bridge. I see in the bridge.
0. Okay. So right here, and I know it's small, but there's a
symbol. These symbols here on this key represent things on the

vessel, correct?

A. Yeah.

Q. So I have one here. You can see it better. So I circled it.
I think it's the same copy but I couldn't read it upside down.

That little symbol --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- that's for the international shore connection. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. Is that the same symbol as you see right there? I don't know
if your eyes -- I can tell you that it is. 1It's the same symbol.

That's the symbol for international shore connection. And that is

pointing to what location on the vessel?

A. Oh, yeah. This in the ramp. Near the ramp.
Q. That's on the starboard side of the ramp entry.
A. In my ramp area.
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Q. So that's showing that there is an international shore
connection at that ramp entrance on starboard side.
A. Okay.
Q. So you might not have been aware of that. You thought it was
on the weather deck.
A. Yeah.
Q. But this drawing shows that there should be one located right
there. There's actually two, and if you look on the key, you'll
probably find another one at a different location, but there is
one right there. I Jjust wanted to clear that up.

BY DET. PADIN:
Q. So now, the white shirt is still with you, firemen going up a

lot of times.

A. Yeah.
Q. When did the white shirt go up? When?
A. I don't remember because too much people now. People -- too

much people now coming, then me coming, chief officer, they send

me guys, some firemen now to (indiscernible).

Q. Did a new white shirt come to deck 37

A. New?

0. Another one?

A. Yeah, we have plenty now, sir. We have plenty white uniform.
Q. Okay. But you don't remember the first white shirt when he

went upstairs?

A. No, I don't remember.
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You don't remember. Okay. That's all I have.
LT. REED: Okay. Go around the room?

(No response.)

MR. BARNUM: I just have one more question.

BY cwo

You mentioned you did see a vehicle that had some kind of
or some kind of fluid leaking from the vehicle.
Yeah, just before the morning, morning time.
Morning time.

Yeah.

Do you remember what vehicle that was?

No, I think a RORO vehicle.

RORO vehicle.

Yeah, RORO.

So now one of the pusher vehicles?

No, no, not pusher. TIt's RORO.

Okay. I see. All right. Thank you.

Okay.

LT. REED: If there's no further questions, this will

conclude our interview. It is 12:07. Thank you very much for

your

time.

(Whereupon, at 12:07 p.m., the interview was concluded.)
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