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I N T E R V I E W  1 

(12:42 p.m.) 2 

INTERVIEW OF MR. WOLVERTON 3 

 BY STATE TROOPER:   4 

Q. -- can you tell me what happened?  I know you were heading 5 

eastbound on 70 and -- 6 

A. 3:00 p.m. and there's a semi in front of me.  He stopped, I 7 

stopped behind the semi.  There's a school -- a bus behind me and 8 

he hit me and twisted over to the semi (indiscernible) from it. 9 

Q. Okay. 10 

A. The semi-trailer caught fire.  I had -- needed help to get 11 

out.  The state trooper pulled the door and pulled me out of the 12 

car. 13 

Q. Okay, now you were in front of the bus then?  Between the bus 14 

and the front tractor trailer? 15 

A. Right. 16 

Q. Okay, were you actually moving when you were hit? 17 

A. No, I was stopped. 18 

Q. You were stopped, so the traffic was completely stopped? 19 

A. Yeah. 20 

Q. How long were you stopped as a guess? 21 

A. Maybe a minute and that’s when the bus. 22 

Q. Okay, so it came to a stop and then you saw the bus behind 23 

you? 24 

A. Yeah, right. 25 
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Q. How long had you been on 70?  Like, were you getting off of 1 

310? 2 

A. No, I left 79, which is out in (indiscernible). 3 

Q. Okay, yeah. 4 

A. I was coming off of 79. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

A. Onto 70. 7 

Q. Okay, where were you heading? 8 

A. (Indiscernible) breakfast. 9 

Q. Okay, all right.  When you were hit, did you see the bus 10 

making, like, evasive actions or anything like that?  Did you ever 11 

see the bus? 12 

A. All I heard was clanging, which threw me forward. 13 

Q. Okay, now did you notice the bus behind you before the crash 14 

even or did you just -- 15 

A. Yeah, because I passed him earlier. 16 

Q. Okay. 17 

A. He was driving too slow and I went around him and I was 18 

behind the semi-trailer. 19 

Q. Okay, and there was nobody between you -- 20 

A. No. 21 

Q. Oh, okay, between you and the bus then? 22 

A. Right. 23 

Q. Okay, did anybody -- did you talk to anybody while you were 24 

there?  The semi-truck driver or anything?  I know he was -- he 25 
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said he was trying to help people out.  I didn’t know if you -- 1 

A. There was a guy next to me on the grass.  I don’t know if 2 

he's a semi driver or not.  Then the troopers and fire department 3 

came then.  4 

Q. Okay, and how -- I'm sorry, I'm trying to piece together the 5 

things that I wanted to ask you here.  How long were you in your 6 

vehicle before somebody got you out? 7 

A. Oh, gosh, at least ten minutes. 8 

Q. At least ten minutes? 9 

A. Yeah. 10 

Q. And what is injured on you?  What have they told you and what 11 

do you know of? 12 

A. They did -- they're getting ready to do an MRI and did a cat 13 

scan.  It may be some disc fracture (indiscernible). 14 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  His L-1 and L-2 was fractured. 15 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Yeah, that’s it. 16 

 STATE TROOPER:  Okay. 17 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  And they -- you've got to be careful 18 

because he's got shrapnel in his back from Vietnam. 19 

 STATE TROOPER:  Got you. 20 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So, you got to watch how they're going 21 

to do the MRI on him. 22 

 STATE TROOPER:  Okay, yeah, you -- yeah, you're not going to 23 

want to have the MRI messing with that a whole lot. 24 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  And we don’t know how much of the 25 
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metal is still left.  We just know they never took it out.  But 1 

that’s been 50-some years ago, too. 2 

 STATE TROOPER:  Right, I get it. 3 

 BY STATE TROOPER:  4 

Q. Were you wearing your seatbelt? 5 

A. Honestly, no. 6 

Q. No?  Okay, did you -- prior to the crash -- again, you 7 

noticed the bus, had you seen the semi-truck that was behind the 8 

bus beforehand? 9 

A. No, the semi was about -- in front of me. 10 

Q. Okay, there was a semi behind him too, so I didn’t know if 11 

you had noticed him before the crash or anything either? 12 

A. Yeah, the semi went around him and there was a gap. 13 

Q. Yeah, okay. 14 

A. That’s what I (indiscernible). 15 

Q. Okay, all right.  Did you ever notice a maroon Nissan Morano 16 

driving behind the bus? 17 

A. No. 18 

Q. No?  Never saw that one, okay.  All right, is there anything 19 

else you can remember about the crash that might be helpful to us?  20 

Do you remember how fast the bus was traveling? 21 

A. I was doing about -- well, I was doing about 65. 22 

Q. About 65, okay. 23 

A. Then, you know, the semi stopped, I stopped. 24 

Q. Okay, all right.  I really don’t have any other questions for 25 
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you, Mr. Wolverton.  Do you have any questions for me right now? 1 

A. Not really.  The state troopers got my driver’s license. 2 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's a trooper, too, Dad. 3 

 STATE TROOPER:  I'm a trooper, too.  But yeah,      we'll -- 4 

one of them will come in here to the office here.  Do they have 5 

your current address?  I'm assuming it's on there. 6 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It's on there.  They just built their 7 

house. 8 

 STATE TROOPER:  Rita? 9 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  . 10 

 STATE TROOPER:   (indiscernible). 11 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  . 12 

 STATE TROOPER:  Okay, cool.  If we -- more than likely, we'll 13 

send a trooper back over there to get you your license back to you 14 

and stuff and they'll also have some paperwork for you for the 15 

crash.  I don’t -- I didn’t bring any of that. 16 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  If they leave it at Post 45 when       17 

I -- I was going to drop that off, but I can pick it up, 18 

whichever's easiest. 19 

 STATE TROOPER:  Okay, yeah, either way.  I mean, they'll get 20 

a hold of you guys one way or the other.  Probably by phone and 21 

just, you know, get it organized and figure out where everything 22 

is at. 23 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Like I said, I work day shift Monday 24 

through Friday 8:00 to 4:00. 25 
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 STATE TROOPER:  Okay. 1 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So, if I can get with one of your day 2 

cards. 3 

 STATE TROOPER:  Fantastic.  Okay, give me a second here, I'm 4 

going to disconnect my camera. 5 

 (Whereupon, the interview was concluded.) 6 
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