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INTERVIETW

(8:17 p.m.)

MR. ZEITLER: Good evening, my name is Jason Zeitler, I'm an
investigator with the NTSB. Present with me is John Humm, also an
investigator with the NTSB. The location of the interview is 460
Rocky Fork Boulevard, Gahanna, Ohio. The current time by my watch
is 8:17 p.m. It is November 19th, 2023. NTSB's case number on
this is HWY24MHOOl. The case name is Etna, Ohio.

Sir, do you mind if we record the interview?

SGT PARRISH: That's fine, no. Yes, that's fine.

MR. ZEITLER: Thank you.

INTERVIEW OF KYLE PARRISH

BY MR. ZEITLER:

Q. For the record, can you state your name and spell your last
name”?

A. It's Kyle Parrish, P-a-r-r-i-s-h.

Q. And what's your current job title?

A. I am the operation sergeant for Gahanna Police.

Q. And what's a good phone number and e-mail address? And we'll

redact out of --

A. It's | i @ cood phone number and then
I ol be the best e-mail.

Q. Okay. And during this interview we're going to ask you a
series of questions and it's not to second-guess anything or --

it's just to understand what you witnessed, what you -- you know,
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what actions you guys took when the incident unfolded, and it's
important to, you know, try not to guess or hypothesize and it's
okay to not know the answer to something and just say hey, I don't
know, but based on the best recollection that you have of the
incident and try to answer as best you can and -- but if you don't
remember, you know, I'd rather you just say hey, I don't remember.
Before we begin, do you have any questions for me?

A. I don't.

Q. Okay. We'll go ahead and begin. So in your current

position, how long have you held this position?

A. A little over three years.

Q. Three years. And how long have you served in law enforcement
altogether?

A. Since 2006, so 17 going on 18 years.

Q. Okay. And can you describe some of your previous job titles

in law enforcement?

A. I was a patrol officer, I did third shift and second shift
for -- well, let's see here, 13 years, promoted to sergeant and
did third shift patrol sergeant for a short stint, probably less
than a year, and then moved to operation sergeant for the past --
a little over three years.

Q. And we spoke to the prior sergeant, Sergeant Justin, about
agency details and some of the basics of the agency's response,
so —--

A. Okay.
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Q. -—- we're going to go ahead and skip that and just go straight
to the incident that you were involved in. So regarding this
incident, how did you initially become aware that there was a
problem?

A. We were headed to the range in Zanesville. We were actually
eastbound on 70, right, yeah. ©No, we were -- yeah, we were
eastbound. We saw a -- the fire crash with a semi, but OSP was
already out with it, they were -- but then it's almost like a mile
down the road, just eyesight, you could see a pillar of black
smoke and actually Sergeant Sheasby was like is that smoke, is it
on the road, you know, just conversation, you know, we were going
to the range, we weren't really -- and then we saw flames, we
could see it as we approached, we could see flames. And then we
could see what appeared to be people running away from the flames
and from where we were at, it looked like some people were
standing like in the flame, like it was -- and we saw like a puff
of flames, like almost like something exploded.

We didn't hear anything, we weren't out of the truck yet or
the cruiser yet, but I mean, visually, that's what it looked like,
it looked like a big old ball of flame and it was Jjust black smoke
and flames after that. So we noticed there was no law enforcement
or no EMS, nobody at the scene, like the traffic was -- almost
like the traffic was still trying to get around but they couldn't
because it was so bad, so some of the traffic was actually stopped

pretty close to the crash and we got out and helped the best we
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could.

Q. Okay. From the moment you guys realized there was some type
of issue, you described smoke, smoky conditions, can you describe
how long it took from that moment to when you arrived on the
scene?

A. I want to say less than a minute because Sergeant Sheasby
drove off the side of the road into the grassy middle part of the
road and got us to a spot or an opening that we could get over to
the crash.

Q. And then as you guys are pulling up to the scene, you're
arriving on -- you know, at the crash scene now, can you describe
the conditions you observed, whether it's the wvehicles or the
roadway, where the people were standing?

A. What I saw was I saw the truck and the bus and where they --
looked like they met was just all fire, like the whole cab of the
truck was engulfed and like the back of the bus to the first
window in the back, straight up, I mean, it was just -- it was a
tower of flames. And there was another car, it was a little SUV,
I think it was red or maroon, was spun out, I mean like almost in
half in the middle of the road, so no one could get by. But what
I noticed is when we were going to -- like I was moving toward the
crash, there was so much debris on the road and that's when I
noticed it was like -- it looked like car batteries everywhere, so
you couldn't -- you had to pay attention to where you were going,

one, there's flames, stuff was on fire and then there's these
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giant car batteries all over the road, so it was kind of like what
-— the first thing is how -- what am I running toward.

Q. Absolutely.

A. So that's the first thing I realized when we got there, I
mean, it was already on fire, it was -- and it wasn't just
starting, it was -- it was on fire, it was bad when we got there.
Q. Okay. Do you remember how much of the motor coach was
presently on fire?

A. I would say -- I want to say like the back eighth, like I
would describe it as what my knowledge of these are, like the big
diesel pusher in the back and then that section up and then you
have like a window, I would say it was to that window, that first

window, so --

Q. Okay.

A. -— I don't know, maybe an eighth.

Q. Okay.

A. I mean, it was just the back portion.

Q. And at this time were there any law enforcement officers,

fire rescue or EMS on scene?

A. Nobody.

Q. Okay. And talk to me about the occupants of the motor coach,
you know, were people leaving the motor coach at this time or were
they off the motor coach, were they still on the motor coach?

A. When I got to the front of the motor coach, there were still

people running away from it.
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Q. Okay.

>

Then that kind of like stopped.

Q. Um-hum.

A But while running up there, I heard that there had been still
kids on the bus, so I ran that way. So yes, they were still
evacuating when I showed up, but then that kind of dried up, like
there weren't any, but they were still yelling that there were
people in the bus, but no one was coming out, so I mean, as of

right now, that's --

Q. Okay.
A. That's when I first got there.
Q. So the people that exited the motor coach, you know, where

were they gathering in relation to the motor coach?

A. Some had injuries and they were real close to it, like maybe
somebody assisted them out, they got out on their self and that
was about as far as they went.

Q. Um-hum.

A. An older man was -- his leg looked terrible, but he wasn't
but two feet away from the bus and the fire was coming.

Q. Yeah.

A. And then I noticed there was someone else laying up on the
hill that was laying flat on their back, but most of the kids or
students and chaperones or adults were probably only about 25 feet
away, it seemed like to me when I first turned the corner.

0. Um-hum.
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A. We started pushing people back at that point because, I mean,
it was getting hot.

Q. Um-hum. Would you say the fire was kind of progressing
towards the front of the vehicle?

A. Oh, it was that or we kept hearing pops, everybody, you know,
I didn't want to classify it as an explosion, but these pops and
the flames were coming out from the underneath the bus, like just
-- 1t would like just shoot out, like this high, just, you know,
it wouldn't come up where the bus was, but where the -- you know
how high the bus is the fire would shoot out of there, so it was
-- you know, the closer you got, it will hit, you could feel some
heat on your face.

Q. Absolutely. You know, based on what you knew at the time,
did you know if any people were still on the motor coach?

A. Yes. We had what appeared to be staff from -- I mean, when
we got there, you could tell it was school-age kids and somebody
from the staff was yelling there's still some on the bus. I mean,
he was just yelling it and he was running in and he was actually

running in.

Q. Um-hum. So you observed this gentleman entering the motor
coach?

A. I did.

Q. And when he exited, anything come to mind?

A. I'm going to be honest, I didn't see him exit ever, because I

stepped on the bus, first step and I can't tell you if it was the
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gentleman I saw run in or someone else and it was just a figure,

like, was dragging a male toward us and he goes this one needs

help.
Q. Um-hum.
A. So I grab him and I pulled him as far as we can away from the

bus and that's when I realized he wasn't breathing, so --

Q. Okay. It sounds like he had some injuries?

A. Yeah, he -- something was going on, on the side of his face,
but I mean, to be honest, it didn't look like he was burnt or
anything, but like I said, I don't know, the adrenaline was --

Q. Um-hum.

A. I mean, there was some blood, but it wasn't anything that you

would consider obvious, you know.

Q. Would you say more blunt force type --

A. It would, is my guess.

Q. Okay.

A. Because like I said, I -- we started compressions on him --
Q. Okay.

A. -—- because, I mean, I've seen worse and --

So you guys —-- did you do the compressions or --

i O

The gentleman that helped me pull him, I would have no idea
if he was staff or a passerby.

Q. Um-hum.

A. We pulled him, we pulled him back and I was listening and he

goes I don't have a pulse, the other guy did, start compressions.
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0. Um-hum.
A. He lasted probably about 30 seconds, he was -- he was --
yeah, I could tell, he was -- he was helping but he was a mess, so

I took over compressions and I said check his airway for me and I
said tilt his back and look down there and see if you see anything
preventing him and I felt like I was doing compressions forever.
Probably wasn't, it was probably a couple minutes and the medics
arrived and somebody, they took him and then they bagged him and
was trying, but that's -- most of my time was spent there and
getting now what I know is -- before we left the scene, the bus
driver was the one laying next to the bus, couldn't move because

his leg was Jjust mangled and he was laying real close to the bus.

0. So the bus driver, we now know --

A. Was off, yeah.

0. He was off the bus, but very close to the bus?

A. Um-hum.

Q. Did you drag him or --

A I didn't, I was -- all that was kind of -- it seemed like it

was happening together, like somebody was bringing this kid off --
Q. Um-hum.

A. -— and I was like we got to get him away from the bus because
that's when those pops started happening underneath the bus and it
felt like the fire was coming closer.

Q. Okay.

A. But inside the bus, I couldn't even tell you who brought that
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kid to the steps.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

Um-hum.
I have no idea who.
Okay.

I couldn't tell if it was a man, a woman. I couldn't tell

you anything.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

Okay. Do you recall looking inside the bus?
Yeah.
Can you describe that?

Didn't see a thing. There was smoke top to bottom, smoke at

the doorway.

Q.
A.

Q.

Um-hum.
I mean, I couldn't see past it.

Would it be fair to say there was smoke kind of coming out of

the front of the wvehicle, as well?

A.

No, because to be honest, when I saw a picture, I saw that

the front of the bus was damaged --

Q.

A.
that
Q.

A.
back,

mean

Q.

Um-hum.

—-— but I couldn't tell you the front of that bus was damaged

day until I saw a picture, so —--

Okay.

-— I couldn't -- to me it looked it was black smoke from the
the same what I was seeing from before I ran around it, I

Okay.
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A. -— 1t seemed like that, but I couldn't tell you, it was full.
Q. Did you assist with the evacuation of any of the other
occupants?

A. I think that all able bodied had got off, so we got the bus
driver back and the student off.

Q. Okay.

A. And I know there was something going on, on the other side of
the bus because I heard Sergeant Sheasby yelling.

Q. Um-hum.

A. I know they were doing something and I heard "jump out the

window" and so, I mean, it's the only thing I really heard.

Q. So you heard someone scream "jump out the window"?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay.

A. Numerous times, it was -- but I could hear Sergeant Sheasby
because I could -- I could hear him and I know him and I knew at

least one of them was him, so I knew where he was at and I could

see Officer Pertz, so I was like all three of us are accounted

for.

Q. Okay.

A. And she was -- I think she was pushing the students further
back because it was -- like I said, it was getting more intense

the longer we were there, so —--
Q. Do you recall if you entered the motor coach besides kind of

like peeking your head in?
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A. No, that one step and the kid, that was it.
Q. Okay.
A. And all I can tell you is what I saw in that first -- I think

it was probably two feet of the bus.

Q. Um-hum.

A. That would be 1it.

Q. Very hot on the skin, kind of poking your head in?

A. It was hotter out, like I said, because the flame was more
underneath at this point. 1Inside, I didn't see flame, I just

couldn't see anything.

Q. Okay.
A. It was just black smoke.
Q. Black smoke. At any point while you were on the scene did

you see any other law enforcement officers or fire rescue, EMS,
help with evacuation?

A. Yeah, because that's when I heard Sheasby yelling "jump out
the window" and I went over and peeked and there was multiple

people and someone was hanging out the window --

Q. Um-hum.

A. -- and to me it looked like they were stuck.

Q. Okay.

A. Like couldn't get him out of the window, but there were

numerous, what I would say, adults trying to get this person out
of the window --

0. Um-hum.
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A. -— and like I said, there were tons of people, so I went back
to see if I could help on this side.

Q. Okay. At any point when you were on the scene that you
observed, other than the gentleman coming out the window, any of

the window exits being utilized?

A. I didn't. And I actually made a comment of break the window
because it's -- when I saw that person, it seemed like the window
kept -- like it was almost closing.

Q. Oh, okay.

A. So it wasn't like -- you know what it looks like if you had
somebody scared and it almost looked like the window, like, would
come open and it would like almost swing shut, not shut all the
way, but I mean, there was a person in there and it's just kind of

bouncing back and forth and I don't --

Q. Was it kind of -- it was closing on that person --

A. Yeah.

Q. -—- as they were trying to leave?

A. It's what it appeared like to me. Something was happening,

the window wasn't like up and --

Q. Um-hum.
A. -—- I saw 1it.
Q. Okay, okay. Do you remember if the motor coach front door

was open when you guys arrived?
A. It was open when I got there.

Q. Were you hurt or injured during your evacuation assistance?
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A. No.

Q. Do you know if anyone else, not occupants, but any persons
assisting with evacuation at first were hurt or injured?

A. I don't think so.

Q. Okay. Can you describe any evacuation challenges, other than
the fire being present, that you witnessed?

A. To me it seemed like the -- like the entry/exit door seemed
thin, like not very wide.

Q. Okay.

A. And it might be Jjust because of all the chaos that was going
on and, you know, people trying to help, but I found that it
seemed like it was narrow. Like I said, I don't know if it was,
it seemed to be.

Q. Um-hum.

A. But other than that, I mean, I would wish I had a huge, giant
door, you know, and get everybody out, but --

Q. Absolutely.

A. -— it just seemed to be -- to me it seemed narrow.

Q. Okay. Did you interview any of the motor coach occupants or
chaperones during this incident?

A. The only person I actually talked to would've been a young
lady that was laying up the hill, I went to check on her after
they put a sheet over the gentleman I was working on. And because
when I saw her, I could tell that she was breathing up there, so I

was like all right, she's in better shape than here, but I wanted
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to check and I said honey, how's your breathing? She goes it's
fine. I'll be all right, she goes, just -- my legs are just
tingly, I can't really feel them, but it's a tingle that I feel.
Q. Um-hum.

A. But then at that point the medics were running up and I Jjust

reported that to them and --

Q. Okay.
A. -— they took care of her. But -- oh, she did say —-- somebody
was sitting next to her -- a friend, I have no idea, was sitting

next to her and they were talking to her mom, I Jjust caught this,
it actually just came to me that she said I have her mom on the
phone. The girl said she was going to the bathroom and standing
up when it happened. So I don't know if she tumbled, got thrown,
I don't know, but I remember that and she -- then the person
handed her mom the phone, or the girl the phone with her mom on
it, so -- with her talking and stuff, I just told the medic what

she told me and he goes I got it, I got it.

Q. So you heard her talking to -- on the phone and --
A. Yeah.

Q. -- she was saying she was standing, going to --

A. She was standing when it happened.

Q. Okay.

A. Going to the bathroom.

Q. Do you remember if she was in the -- if she said she was in

the bathroom or if she walking to the bathroom?
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A. She said she was going to the bathroom, so I think -- I think
what she meant was she was going toward it.
Q. Okay. Okay. Did you come in contact at any point with

anyone in the red wvehicle?

A. Yes.
Q. Or the maroon vehicle?
A. Yeah, I actually stopped there first because it looked like a

guy lying down and there was the driver of the semi, I learned
this on the scene. I thought the two people were in that SUV
together and he was trying to help somebody get out. When I ran
up to that vehicle, I started -- I could see that the guy was
breathing and he was moving, the guy was trapped in the car and he
was moving.

Q. Okay.

A. I yelled "sir" and he answered. Sir, do you have trouble
breathing? I'm stuck. And that's when I heard hey, there's kids
still in the bus.

Q. Um-hum.

A. So I wouldn't be able to get him out of this car, I mean, I
wouldn't have been able to get him out of it.

Q. Um-hum.

A. So there was no blood present, so like all right, we'll go do
our effort someplace that's --

0. It sounds like there's more --

A. Maybe we better pass by.
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0. Yeah, it sounds like there's more --
A. Pressing, yeah.
Q. Okay. Do you remember how the person in the red vehicle was

stuck or how they were sitting or laying?

A. It looked like the driver seat was like twisted.
Q. Um-hum.
A. And it looked like their head and part of their torso was

behind the driver's seat and their legs and stuff were in the

passenger seat.

0. Oh, interesting.

A. Like it was almost like an S.

Q. Um-hum.

A. But the door wouldn't open enough to, you know, to help him
out, so -—-

Q. Yeah.

A. But when I came back, like I said, when it was all done and I
looked up and there was like -- there was like 15 first responders
here.

Q. Um-hum.

A. When I walked back, I noticed he was sitting on the ground

sitting up, so --

Q. Oh, okay. So he got out.

A. That was good, somebody got him out, so --
Q. Yeah, they got him, they got him out of the vehicle.
A. Yeah.
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Q. And then the person that you were talking about, you said you
later learned he was the truck driver.

A. Um-hum.

0. Any observations on, you know, was he sitting, standing, when
you saw him?

A. He was standing at the passenger front door of that SUV and

appeared to be trying to help the driver of that get out, like --

Q. This is the red car?

A. Yeah, the red car.

Q. And he appeared to be trying to help him out?

A. Yeah, I actually thought it was the occupant, like the person

was in the passenger seat of that car, like you know what I mean?

Q. Um-hum.
A. I mean, I looked in the car and there was a -- I don't want
to say old male, but an older male -- this guy was an older male,

and the guy and his buddy were going down the street and they got

in a crash and he's trying to help his buddy out.

Q. Um-hum.
A. That's what ran through my brain.
Q. Any observations on, you know, how he was standing, how he

was looking and just, you know, any observations on, you know --
A. Well, after when I came back and they were -- had the guy
out, he was just sitting there just kind of like looking at the
scene.

Q. How would you describe his kind of demeanor?
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A. Shocked.

Q. Shocked?

A. Yeah.

Q. Just taking the whole --

A Taking the whole thing in, just like -- I mean, when you look

at him, you don't even know what to do.

Q. Um-hum.

A. I mean, you're to the point where you can't assist anymore or
rescue anyone because it's complete, I mean, it's a complete
disaster until they got water on it.

Q. Um-hum.

A. So I mean, no one should have went in, no one should -- you
know what I mean, it's to the point where you know if you go in,

you're going to either have more injuries or death.

Q. Um-hum.
A. And if anybody was on there, they're probably not with us
anymore. That's when you pull back and you look at it and you're

like there can't be anybody surviving anymore.

Q. It sounds like a helpless feeling.

A. Yeah, I mean, because Kaylea had got a count from a

chaperone and we knew we were missing three kids and I knew where
one was, we didn't know where the other two were. We had a really
good idea.

Q. Yeah.

A. I mean, the people standing at the window weren't trying to
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get nobody out.

Q. Um-hum.

A. They were trying to get something, so we had a good idea, but
at that point, if they were where they said they were, there was
no use trying to save them, I mean, it was the feeling like
helpless and there's no use going, it's over.

Q. Um-hum. At any point did you see or hear who you now know to

be the truck driver talking to anyone or on the phone or to you?

A. No. Not a word, he was just -- like I said, he was just
there.

Q. And at this point he was sitting?

A. He was sitting, but then I did see him standing because a

trooper said something, where's the truck driver, there's no way

he got out and a sheriff is like he's right there and he was

standing.

Q. Interesting. And can you describe his, like, clothing so we
can --

A. I want to say like a -- not like a plaid shirt, but it was a

button-up plaid design and jeans is what it looked like to me. If
I remember right.
Q. Okay. But you didn't really see him speaking to anyone?
A. I didn't.
MR. ZEITLER: Okay. John.
BY MR. HUMM:

Q. Just again the driver of the Toyota, you said his head was
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behind the passenger, is that --

A. No, his head was behind the driver's seat.
0. Behind the driver's seat.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay.

A. And his legs were in the front --

Q. The front. Oh, okay.

A. Yeah, the front of the passenger.

0. All right.

A. Almost like he was like --

Q. Yeah.

A. -- twisted.

Q. Okay.

A. It's what it looked like to me.

Q. Yeah, yeah.

A. But it looked like the driver seat was broken.

Q. Sure.

A. You know what I mean? It's not like it was sitting in a

proper -- it looked like it was twisted.
MR. HUMM: Okay. Yeah, that's all I have of questions.
BY MR. ZEITLER:

Q. Anything you'd like to add to the interview that we didn't

touch on?
A. No. Just one thing, you guys are going to make it safer

because I hope we don't have to do that again. So --
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Q. We appreciate your guys' efforts to --
A. Yeah.
Q. —-— help other lawmen. Yeah, undoubtedly, I'm talking to, you

know, the officer and the sergeant prior, you know, you guys made
a huge impact and we appreciate your effort.

A. Yeah, I mean, you got to help us fill in, you got to -- you
know, you get a good feeling, you got to help us fill in, I mean,
was it -- I wasn't any happier than going to go talk to that girl
and she could talk back to me and she didn't -- and I realized

that she was on the phone with mom and I'm like all right, you

know, someone's going to be all right. So I mean, yeah, it was
definitely high as it was and it was -- it was what you would -- a
center of disaster looks like, I mean, no different, so -- but --
Q. Any questions for John and myself?

A. No.

MR. ZEITLER: 1I'll go ahead and conclude the interview, it's
8:44 p.m. by my watch.

(Whereupon, at 5:40 p.m., the interview concluded.)
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INTERVIETW

(5:13 p.m.)

MR. ZEITLER: Good afternoon, my name is Jason Zeitler, I'm
with the NTSB, Office of Highway Safety investigator. Present
with me during this interview is John Humm, an investigator with
the NTSB, as well. We're currently at 460 Rocky Fork Boulevard,
Gahanna, Ohio. The time by my watch is 5:13 p.m. It's November
19th, 2023. The case number for the NTSB is HWY24MHOOl. We're
currently investigating the Etna, Ohio case.

Ma'am, can I please have your consent to record this
interview?

MS. PERTZ: Yes.

INTERVIEW OF KAYLEA PERTZ

BY MR. ZEITLER:
Q. For the record, can you state your name and spell it, please?
A. My first name is Kaylea, K-a-y-l-e-a. My last name is Pertz,

P-e-r-t-z.

0. What's your current job title?
A. Patrol officer.
Q. And what's a good contact phone number and e-mail address?

And we'll redact that information out of the interview.

A. My phone number is || Qb jJlI 2nc nv email is going to
oo . I T con't know if it

matters if it's my work e-mail or personal e-mail.

Q. No, it works fine.
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A. Okay.
Q. Yeah. It's just in case we have any follow-up questions --
A. Okay.
0. -- at a later time. Also, later, we'll send you a copy of

the transcripts, so if you want to review them and see if there's

anything that needs to be modified or if there's something that's

inaccurate --
A. Okay.
Q. -— or typed incorrectly, you have the ability to say, you

know, on page so-and-so I'd like to modify, modify this portion.
That's the purpose of the e-mail address. So during this
interview, we're going to ask a series of questions and if there's
something that we ask that you don't know, it's perfectly
acceptable just to say "hey, I don't know the answer to that." We
ask that you don't try to guess or hypothesize.

To the best of your recollection, you know, just simply state

what you recall. 1If there's something that you don't know, it's
perfectly okay to say, "I don't remember." So let's go ahead and
just start off with some basic questions. So how long have you

been in this position or a police officer?

A. I've been a police officer for about seven years, I've been

in Gahanna for five, and then I worked at Clyde Police Department
up north in Ohio for a little over a year and a half.

Q. So total law enforcement time is approximately seven years?

A. Yeah, if my math is correct, I think April will be seven, I
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think, and then I was a transportation officer in the National

Guard for three years.

Q. Okay.
A. So a total of five years in the National Guard.
Q. Okay. So in total law enforcement, your law enforcement

career, can you describe any previous job titles and how long you
held those titles and prior duties, you know, with those
positions?

A. I've been a patrol officer the whole time, but I've had two
children, so I was placed on light duty for both of them and was
in the detective bureau for 9 months for that one and then
detective bureau for my second procurement position for him for a
little bit.

Q. Okay.

A. And that was part of just patrol.

Q. Patrol. I did all 10 years on patrol, so I get it. The
agency details I'm going to save for the sergeant that we just
spoke with and obtain some background about just, you know, the
agency using 10 codes or signals, patching channels, you know,
anything with mass casualty incidences, so I'll save those. And
then I have some questions about your guys', you know, evacuation
assistance. So regarding this collision, how did you become aware
of the crash?

A. We were driving to Zanesville, Ohio on 70 east or 70 from the

east, we were driving the opposite way of where the accident
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was and I remember seeing a wreck that must have occurred ahead,
so traffic was slow rolling and we had seen smoke in the air.

Q. Um-hum.

A. And so we didn't think it was on the roadway behind us, but
as we kept going, traffic was starting to slow down and like okay,
there must be a decent crash. Then we just drove past it and

saw a big wreck, so we turned our lights and sirens on and got on
the median and drove into the turn-around.

Q. Okay. So you guys witnessed the -- you know, smoke and an

incident going on and --

A. Yeah, you could see the smoke from pretty far away.

Q. About how far do you think you guys were? Just an estimate.
A. When we had seen it?

Q. Yeah.

A. I'm terrible with this stuff, but I can give you like --

0. No, that's okay, a ballpark. Yeah.

A. I don't know. At least a couple miles.

Q. Okay. And were you guys 1in a marked or unmarked unit?

A. We were in a marked Gahanna cruiser.

Q. Okay. Were all you guys in one vehicle?

A. Um-hum.

Q. Okay. So from the time that you saw the smoke, and you kind

of touched on this a couple questions ago, describe your agency's
response to this incident.

A. Once we found out it was on the roadway, we honestly assumed
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somebody was probably already there, you know, because usually,
you know, you never see something happen that quick.

Q. Yeah.

A. And then we saw somebody attempted to get back on the bus and
we're like okay, well, that's not good. So that's when we turned
our lights and sirens on and realized no one was there yet and we
just parked the truck and got out.

Q. Okay. Approximately how many minutes do you think that was

from when you first saw the smoke until when you got there?

A. I mean, probably seconds --
Q. Seconds.
A. -— from when we saw -- I mean, it could've been 45 seconds to

no more than 2 minutes, maybe because once we got closer, like I
said, the guy getting on the bus really caught all our attention
because we knew if law enforcement was there, they probably
weren't going to let somebody back on the bus.

Q. Absolutely.

A. So that's 1it.

Q. So rather quickly you guys got there. And then can you

describe the conditions you observed when you arrived, parked the

vehicle?

A. Just the wreck in general?

Q. Yeah.

A. Yeah, we parked the truck and the first thing I had seen was
the fire because I remember -- I mean, we've had wrecks on 270,
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like you said, and I've seen vehicles on fire, but it's never been
anything like this that I've seen, and the first thing I saw was
an older male at the red car that was kind of off to the side and
then someone was laying in the seat, like, he didn't even look
like the driver, like he looked like he got pushed out but he was
in the passenger seat but he was stuck --

Q. Okay.

A. -- and that guy was trying to get him out, but I thought the
semi was going to blow up at that point, so I told the guy that
was standing up, go in the grass you know, and then that's when we
kind of realized that there was still kids on the bus. And then
me and my other sergeant, I'm pretty sure we asked the guy in the
car, like, are you okay for now so we can go see what's going on
over there, and I feel like he said he was okay and he just was
stuck, so then we left him temporarily in the car and we went to
the bus and I -- I'm only going to speak for my part because I

don't really --

Q. Yes.

A. —-— know what Sheasby and Parrish did at this point.

Q. No, it's only what you --

A. Okay.

Q. -- yeah, what you did.

A So I went around to the side where I assume was some type of

coach or director, I think they were a band team, so I think it

was a director and he said that there were still kids on the bus
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and I feel 1like I asked him where are they at because I was trying
to find a way on to the bus and the smoke was -- it filled up the
whole thing and the front of the bus was smashed in, too, from
what I assume was the car off to the side, so you could still kind
of get in, but the driver of the bus was on the ground right by

the door and then one of the males that didn't make it was right

next to him, but -- so me and Parrish body-dragged them away from
the bus --

Q. Okay.

A. -— and I remember the bus driver asking me what happened.

Q. Oh, okay.

A. He kept asking me like who hit me, what happened, and I said,
you know, a semi hit you guys and I asked him if he was hurt
anywhere besides the obvious injuries, like, and he said no, and
so I kind of just left him in a ditch, to sit there and I told him
not to move. Clearly, he wasn't going to move anyways, but he was
extremely confused of what happened, he didn't have any idea. And
then I remember coming back to the other side of the bus, trying
to figure out just another way to get in and at that point a kid
was getting out the back window.

Q. Okay.

A. It was the last, very last window on the left side of the bus
and his foot got caught and Sheasby and the coach were trying to
pull him out and he got out and I was trying to -- I was going to

go up and help and as I went up, the semi exploded more, so then I
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backed up and then I thank God that they got him out. He tried to
get back in the window to get his foot unlatched and they wouldn't
let him, so I'm just assuming that when they yanked him out, his
foot probably broke.

Q. Okay.

A. And luckily, he was skinny enough to fit through that. If he
was any bigger than what he was, he would've never fit through
that, the crack in the window. But he got out. I went to the
bigger people, I should have started with that, there was a group
of kids farther away from the bus and then there was one girl

laying on the ground who was, at that point, paralyzed from the

waist down. She was fine other than that, but she said she
couldn't move her legs. I don't know what happened or how that
happened.

And then they asked me to get a count of the kids so they
could figure out if anybody was still on the bus, so I'm like
well, you know, that will be good if no one's on there anymore.
So I went and there was 44 in the big group away and then I went
up and counted the rest, the ones laying on the ground, and it
left three people, so including the one that was not -- a non-
breather already and then two missing. No, I mean, I didn't
really do much other than -- I mean, I thought about going about
on the bus, but I -- if they were in the back, I don't -- there
was not going to be a way to get to them.

Q. Okay.
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A. So I just kind of sat there with the people who were already
out and made sure that they were okay.

Q. Okay. Were there any other law enforcement officers or fire
rescue or EMS on scene prior to you guys getting there?

A. No. I can't say when they even showed up. I remember the
director asking us for a fire extinguisher, but we said no and, I
mean, at that point a little fire extinguisher in the truck is not
going to do anything for -- for what it was.

0. A full fire.

A. And I couldn't tell you when they showed up, how long we were
there.

Q. Um-hum.

A. Obviously, it felt 1like forever --

Q. Yeah.

A. —-— because I thought, you know, if they got here any quicker,
maybe -- maybe it could die down with smoke to get on, but --

Q. Um-hum.

A. -— I don't know. So no, they weren't there when we showed up

and I don't know how long it took them to get there.

Q. Okay. So when you arrived, were motor coach occupants or
many motor coach occupants off the bus when you guys pulled up?

A. Yeah. So when we got there, it would've been only two left
on the bus.

Q. On the bus, okay. When you guys pulled up, were people still

—-— other than the person in the back left window that you were
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describing earlier --

A. Yeah, there was three, that one kid got out.

Q. -—- were people still, you know, exiting the vehicle when you
guys pulled up or was it Jjust that one gentleman in the back that
you were talking about, that was coming through the window?

A. Yeah, just him and I think they must have just gotten the two
on the ground off the bus when we showed up because they were
close. And that's when we thought this thing's going to blow up
because it was -- I'm sure you guys know what it sounds like, but
I've never heard burning at all -- or like, but it sounded like it
was going to definitely explode and it was popping off when we

were standing right next to it, so that's why we pulled them away

and then -- but no, I don't think the coach, I think the coach
already got off and he was trying to -- he was mainly trying to
get back on the bus to get them off, but there was just -- I don't
know.

He didn't know who was on it because that's why he asked me
to go and get a count, because I'm like well, we definitely
shouldn't go and just guess if somebody's on this bus and there's
no one on this bus anymore, you know.

0. Absolutely. At this point, how much of the back of the bus
was engulfed, would you say?

A. It was all engulfed, it was engulfed when we showed up.

Q. Um-hum. Would you say like the back half or like the back

quarter at this point?
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A. It was the full back half was on fire and the motor coach,
I've been on them before, like there's a seat and then the
bathroom's right here, right?

Q. Um-hum.

A. So I would assume it would be at least the seat in the back
and that would've been on fire.

Q. Okay. And that's when you guys first kind of pulled up-?

A. Um-hum.

Q. Yeah. And then as you're gathering a count, the fire's
spreading to the front of the bus?

A. Um-hum. And it was still the semi or the car at this point,

I don't know, it was still exploding and the tire popped off the

semi -- and it blew up and --
Q. So that would've been like the front left tire?
A. Yeah. And it came pretty far out and luckily, no one was

standing by it.

Q. Um-hum.

A. It was around the time that they were pulling that kid out of
the window, so --

Q. And where were you standing when the kid was coming out of

the window?

A. The front of the motor coach, by the front left tire,
probably.
Q. Okay. So you touched on this during previous questions, but

did you assist with the evacuation of any other motor coach
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occupants besides the one that came through the window,

potentially?

A. No.

0. Okay. And the driver, when you arrived, he was next to the
student that was motionless, he was laying on the -- what was he
doing?

A. Honestly, I thought he was dead, too.

Q. Um-hum.

A. But then I went up to him to -- I don't know, I don't think

he said anything to me and I said I'm going to drag you away from
this bus and he said okay, and so I think we drug him and the boy,
I don't know, 50, 50 yards, maybe. It might be too far, 25, I
don't know, and -- but yeah, that's when he was -- I stopped him

and he said, "What happened?"

Q. Um-hum.

A. You know, "Did he hit me?"

Q. So he sounded confused?

A. Um-hum. And he was an older gentleman.

Q. About how old would you say?

A. At least in his seventies.

Q. Okay. Did his clothes appear burned or anything like that?
A. His legs were -- bones were sticking out of his legs and
everything, so his -- both of his legs were broken. Definitely

one, not both. But the upper part of his body I don't think was

burned --

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

16

Q. Okay.

A. -— because I didn't have anything -- I didn't have any blood
on my hands, that's why I said, you know, are you hurt anywhere in
your upper body?

Q. Um-hum.

A. But I didn't get any blood touching him on his upper part and
his legs were so messed up that at that point, if I did anything,
I was —— I don't think I would've helped and I didn't have a
tourniquet and so I just said don't move and the medics will be
here soon.

Q. Okay. So did you at any time enter the motor coach?

A. No, I remember attempting to go in the driver side door and
at that point the smoke was so thick and heavy coming out the --
the whole, the whole thing, I'm just like I don't -- and like I
said, there was just a lot of hesitation because I was -- I
thought I don't know where they're at, you know, the semi's
blowing up and -- I don't know, I feel like I'm making a bunch of
excuses of why I didn't get on there, but --

0. No, not at all, because it sounds like, from what you're

saying, you didn't even know if anyone was on there at this point.

A. Yeah. But I mean, if they were, if I knew, I don't know what
I would've done anyways because it was -- you know.
Q. So take me back to the part where you went to the group of

students and you guys started counting, did you count them or how
did --
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A. They were starting a count and I met with -- I don't --
Q. The students or was there like a --
A. There was a teacher or a chaperone or I don't know who she

was, an older lady and she had started the count, I don't know how
she got it or if she was counting them or -- but she said I have
44 over here.

Q. Um-hum.

A. And I said okay, how many is there supposed to be and she
said 52, 52 students. And so that's when I ran back up and I
counted everybody that was in the front and that was the last two
on the bus.

Q. When you say the front, was there like a second group of
people or --

A. Yeah. The 44 plus chaperones or whoever else was on the bus
was pretty far back, so I had to run a decent distance to get to
them and then the front was closest to the motor coach bus, the
ones that were injured and couldn't make it and then there was
people kind of sitting with them to make sure that they were okay.
Q. Okay. Can you talk to me about methods of evacuation? I
know you mentioned that there was a student that jumped through
the back left window, evacuated out of the back left window. But
it sounds like all the other students that were evacuated had done
so before you pulled up.

A. Um-hum.

0. Would that be a correct statement?
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A. Yes.
Q. Yeah. And I gather the motor coach, the front door of the

motor coach was open when you guys got there.

A. Um-hum.

Q. Were you hurt or injured during this incident?

A. Uh-uh.

Q. Do you know if any other persons that helped with evacuation

were hurt or injured?

A, I don't.
Q. Okay.
A. I don't think so. There was one semi truck driver that was

pulled over on the other side of the road that came out to help --
Q. Okay.

A. -— and I don't think he was necessarily injured, but he might
have been affected by the smoke.

Q. Okay. Talk to me about him, what else do you know about his
actions?

A. He, I think -- well, I know he was over helping get the kid
out of the window.

Q. Okay. So he was outside of the vehicle at that point?

A. Yes. I don't know if he went in, I'm not sure, I just know
he had been there for a minute and then once I got the count --
because I didn't know who he was at first until the quick
interaction with him and then he came up to me, he was like how

many do we have left on the bus and I said I think we have two and
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he kind of lost it on me about pulling -- like super angry and,
you know, I said that he needed to calm down. I didn't say calm
down because, you know, I didn't want to -- but I said you've done

a lot today for these guys, you know, because he said I got to --
that's when I figured out he was the semi driver because he was
like I got to just get back to my truck and go, like if there's
nothing else I can do. I said you did a lot, you know, and that's
when he kind of lost it on me and that's the only interaction I

had with him.

Q. Was he angry that he couldn't save the last two?

A. Yeah, he --

Q. Yeah. Okay.

A. And then, yeah, he was -- that's what he said, he didn't do

anything and he walked away from me.

Q. Um-hum.
A. So that's pretty much all I know about him.
Q. Okay. Were you in any type of uniform or anything that said

police or anything?

A. I was in a sport shirt that had police on the back and it's a
small -- and a badge.

Q. So he knew that you're in law enforcement?

A. Yeah, I would assume.

Q. Okay. Did you speak to -- or I should say, did you interview

or get any type of feedback from any of the motor coach occupants

besides the count, you know, wvia the count?

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

A. No, besides the driver didn't know what happened.
0. Um-hum.
A. Then he said oh, he hit me from behind. The only other -- I

talked to the director or the main coach guy and he didn't say
anything other than trying to get a roster number, and then the
older white female was pretty upset, but she didn't say anything
about the crash.
Q. Okay.
A. So no, I didn't really talk to anybody except for the driver,
who said that he didn't know what happened.
Q. Okay. And did you overhear any of them talking, any of the
occupants talking about what happened?
A. No, they weren't really, they were just kind of crying at
that point.

MR. ZEITLER: Okay. John.

BY MR. HUMM:
Q. I just have a couple questions, Kaylea. I just want to try
and get a better idea of the numbers, so there were 44 at the far
back, so there were 52 kids total and there were two on board, so
the other six, I know there was one that was fatal, one that was
paralyzed, the one that was evacuated. Do you know, can you
recall in your mind anything about the other three, what they --
A. So there was 44 in the back and then the one that was
paralyzed had a buddy with her.

Q. Okay, okay. Thank you.
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A. I think the one that was -- that had passed away, he might've
had a buddy with him.

Q. Okay. And then the one that obviously came through the
window, that might've been another one.

A. Yeah, I think there was -- there was one student running back
and forth kind of as a runner and I might've counted him in the
front, too.

Q. Okay. No, that helps, thanks. We're just trying to get a
layout of kind where people ended up. So the other question I had
is a minor one and this is -- I Jjust want to go back to the Toyota
driver or the Toyota, the guy that was in the Toyota. If you
remember at all, you said that he was stuck, so was he -- do you
remember anything at all about the interior of the wvehicle, like

how was he stuck, you know, or what was causing him to be stuck?

A. I don't know.
Q. Okay.
A. I think he -- I think he was just an older guy, so maybe he

-— because he didn't appear stuck to me, he kind of just looked
like he was laying there.
Q. And he was laying -- can you describe his position at all,

like do you recall?

A. I know he was face down, I could only see his back.

Q. Okay.

A. And his head was like in the driver's seat. I couldn't tell
you where his legs were at. I think his legs, for some reason,
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were on the passenger side and that is why I assumed the guy that
was standing with him was the driver of the car, but then I found
out he was the semi truck driver that rear-ended the -- the
charter bus, so —-- because I just assumed the semi guy had blown
up with the truck, to be honest, I didn't know that he got out.

BY MR. ZEITLER:

Q. Where was the driver for the truck at?

A. He was trying to get the guy out of the -- the red car.

Q. Okay, I see, he was trying to pull him out?

A Yeah, I mean, he wasn't -- he was trying, but I don't think
he was -- if he was in shock or if he had a concussion, I don't

know one or the other, but he was very —--

Q. Did you observe his -- the tractor-trailer driver, did you
observe -- did he say anything or how was he acting, what was he
doing other than --

A. Being very lethargic, confused, just -- I would assume he was
just in complete shock, maybe.

Q. Um-hum.

A. But he didn't react and I remember like walking him over,

like hey, here, just sit down here and --

Q. Did he say anything to you?

A. No, he didn't say a single thing to me.

Q. When you say he looked confused --

A. Blank face, blank stare and like nothing there.

Q. Okay. Balance, any issues with balance with him? Do you
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remember?

A. I feel 1like there was because I felt like I needed to help
him to the median.

Q. Okay.

A. But it wasn't like injured balance, it was more like oh,
you're unsteady on your feet because you're in shock, you know.
Q. Yeah. Anything regarding signs of impairment or medication
or anything like that, that you remember?

A. I mean, with prior experience and people on drugs for ODIs
and things like that, it was the way he was just off in the
distance, it would seem to me he could've been on some type of
medication, but I also don't know if that was just because he's
like, holy crap.

Q. When you say off in the distance, are you referring to like
staring or --

A. Yeah, just a blank, he wasn't -- I don't even know if he
actually looked at me when I talked to him, but he just -- I
turned to him and I said hey, we'll get him out of his car, just,
you know, let's get away from the truck and he didn't fight me or
anything and I grabbed his arm and took him over to the median on
the left side instead of -- away from the kids, because I just
figured I didn't want to mix the groups. Thankfully, I didn't
because he was the semi truck driver, I don't know if they
would've known that, but I didn't want to put him with that group
of people.
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Q. And how did you know or how did you come to the conclusion
that he was the driver of that semi?

A. I think she was a deputy, female deputy, was like I got to
interview the driver of the semi truck and I'm like, semi truck
and I thought she was talking about the guy that pulled over.
Q. Yeah.

A. She goes the semi truck that is right there and I said he
lived? And I said where is he at and she pointed to that guy.
Q. So the female deputy that you're referring to, did this --
during the whole sequence, we can use the student coming through
the window as a time reference, was this, you know, several

minutes later or --

A. Um-hum.

Q. -- or was this --

A. It was several minutes later --

Q. Okay.

A. -- when things, I mean, calmed down.

Q. Okay.

A. What had happened, happened and we were just trying to clean

up the scene and they were putting the fire out and stuff. The

fire might have been out at that point.

Q. Okay, so some time, it sounds like some time had passed.

A. Um-hum.

Q. And that's when you learned that this was, in fact, the truck
driver?
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A. Um-hum. Yeah.

Q. And you helped him, escorted him, seated him.

A. Um-hum.

0. Where, again, was that?

A In the median, by the turn-around where we had initially

parked. Yeah, I just sat him in the grass right there because it
was the nearest location and I didn't want to walk him towards the

fire, so I just sat him right there.

Q. Any obvious injuries on him?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

A. No, I don't -- I didn't see, I don't recall seeing any head

injury or --
Q. Okay.
A. That's why I just assumed that he was in shock because he was
so out of it.

MR. ZEITLER: Okay. Sorry, John.

MR. HUMM: No, I don't have anything else.

MR. ZEITLER: Okay.

BY MR. ZEITLER:
Q. Is there anything that you'd like to add that maybe we didn't
touch on during this interview?
A. I mean, no, but if you guys -- you guys are looking for
things to make it easier if something like this were to happen,

like to evacuate people?
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Q. That's one of our goals with this case, is to figure out what
happened during this collision, what happened during the
evacuation portion, the egress portion, what happened after that
and during our investigation, which is a safety investigation --
you know, if we identify any areas that can be improved regarding
safety, regarding making it easier for people to get off of the
motor coach in the future in a different -- in a different crash,
if there's something we can identify to make evacuations quicker,
safer, we'll certainly make those recommendations.

A. Is there a reason why those motor coach windows don't open

more all over the bus, like if it's needed?

Q. Are you saying like why maybe every window isn't an emergency
exit?
A. Yeah, it only opens like just a little bit, because I know

there's one emergency exit window in the middle.

Q. Um-hum.
A. So like --
Q. So that motor coach had a few emergency exit windows. Part

of John's and my investigation is to figure out if any of those
were used, so that back left window is not an emergency exit. It
might have broken out from -- you know, from the collision or from
the fire and it was maybe being utilized as an emergency exit.
There were several emergency exits on the motor coach and one
thing that, you know, we're going to figure out during our

investigation is how many, if any at all, were utilized and how
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can we propose changes and recommendations to, you know, allow
people to use them more efficiently to get off the bus quicker so
that, you know, things like this never happen again, that's part

of our angle in this investigation.

A. I don't really have anything else to add.
Q. Yeah. Do you have any questions for John and myself?
A. No, I don't think so.

MR. ZEITLER: No. John, do you have anything?

MR. HUMM: I'm good, thanks. Thanks for your time.

MR. ZEITLER: Thank you. I'm going to conclude, it's 5:40 by
the time on my watch.

(Whereupon, at 5:40 p.m., the interview concluded.)
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INTERVIETW

(6:50 p.m.)

MR. ZEITLER: My name 1is Jason Zeitler, I'm with the NTSB and

I'm an investigator, survival factors investigator, for the NTSB.

Present with me is John Humm, also an investigator with the NTSB's

survival factors. Currently conducting this interview at 460

Rocky Fork Boulevard, Gahanna, Ohio. Currently, the time, by my

watch, is 6:50 p.m. and it's November 19th, 2023. This 1is

regarding NTSB case number HWY24MHOOl. The case for us is Etna,

Ohio.

Sir, may I have your permission to record --

SGT SHEASBY: Yes.

MR. ZEITLER: -- this interview? Thank you.
INTERVIEW OF JUSTIN SHEASBY

BY MR. ZEITLER:

Q. For the record, can you introduce yourself, first and last
name and spell your last name, please?

A. Justin Sheasby, S-h-e-a-s-b-y.

Q. And if you could state your current job title?

A. I'm the training admin sergeant for the Gahanna Division of
Police.

Q. And would you please provide your contact phone number and

e-mail address? And this information will be redacted out, it's

just

A.

for us if we need to ask any questions in follow-up.

My phone number is || N - v ¢ reil is
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Q. So I'm going to ask you a series of questions during this
interview and it's best if you provide your recollection, and if
there's something that you're unclear about, it's perfectly okay
to say that you don't remember or that you don't know the answer
to the question, but if you could not guess or hypothesize, that
would be definitely preferred. And if you're ready, I'll go ahead
and —-

A. Absolutely.

Q. And Sarge, how long have you held your current position?

A. As the training admin sergeant?

Q. Yes.

A. Not even a year, yet.

Q. Okay. And how long have you served in law enforcement, as a
whole?

A. Twenty-five, twenty-four years.

Q. And describe some of your previous Jjob titles in law
enforcement.

A. Auto (ph.) patrol, a patrolman, and I was on the SWAT team.
I'm one of our rifle -- firearms instructors, handgun, rifle. I'm

in charge of our honor guard, I actually developed that program
here, we didn't have one before and I got it going. Worked in
investigations for a small time and then got promoted to sergeant
four years ago and ran third shift patrol for about three years --

0. Nice.
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A. -— before getting the training admin sergeant.

Q. Third shift is midnight?

A. Midnights, yeah, so we work from 2200 to 06 on third shift.
Q. And how long were you on the road patrol, would you say?

A. Sixteen years, yeah. Yeah, a long time.

Q. Now we'll get kind of into the agency details, Jjust an

overview, it just helps us understand the particulars with
agencies. So how many employees currently with -- approximately
with sworn, non-sworn, does your agency employ?

A. Like I said, we have about 57 sworn full-time officers and we
have a handful of reserves, that puts us around, I think, 61 or 62

sworn officers.

Q. Um-hum.

A. And then 10 non-sworn civilian employees.
Q. Okay.

A. I'm guessing 8 to 10.

Q. And are the reserves paid or --

A. No, they're not paid. Yeah.

Q. Volunteers?

A. Yes, volunteers. Yeah.

Q. And how many people do you currently oversee?

A. According to the flow chart, nobody.

Q. And prior to this position?

A. I was in charge of third shift, so I had 12, 11, 12 people

underneath me.
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Q. And when you were on third shift, describe a typical shift
makeup, you know, whether officers, sergeants, lieutenants?

A. So we have a -- on third shift, we have five minimum
officers, so we always have to have five officers, counting the
sergeant, so a total of five.

Q. Um-hum.

A. Four officers, one sergeant. Or an OIC, which is a senior
officer who's been through the training and stuff, they just
haven't been promoted yet.

Q. Okay.

A. Or don't want to get promoted, but they're usually one of the
most senior officers on the shift and then we send them through
first-line supervision training and do an in-house FTO for them.
Q. Oh, clearance. And how is your jurisdiction typically broken

into, whether it's sectors or districts?

A. It's three districts.

Q. Three districts.

A. Districts 1, 2, and 3, yeah.

Q. Okay. And what's a typical shift schedule for --

A So first shift, daytime shift is 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,

second shift is 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., and then third shift is
10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

Q. Okay.

A. I currently work a flex schedule, so I kind of just come and

go as I want and --
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Q. Oh, fair enough.

A. -—- whenever I need to come in late and then stay late or
whatever.

Q. And as far as like days on and days off, how does that work
for —--

A. So we go by seniority here because we're part of a union.
Q. Um-hum.

A. So all of our stuff is off bids and seniority.

Q. Um-hum.

A. So the more seniority you have, the more -- the better day
off, days off.

Q. Oh, okay.

A. Or shifts.

Q. So they work like four tens or like —--

A. No, we work five eights.

0. Oh, five eights.

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. And when the officers, you know, start the day, do
they typically attend a lineup each day?

A. We have a roll call.

Q. Roll call.

A. Yeah, each shift has a roll call.

Q. Okay. And just a little bit regarding background on
response, does your agency use plain English or codes when
communicating?
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A. We do have a code system, but any more we lean towards Jjust
plain English. The call, the code will come out as a -- like the

call code will come out.

Q. Um-hum.

A. So for instance, a crash without injuries would be a

Code 2 --

Q. Okay.

A. -- and then it would be pretty plain after that.

0. Plain English.

A. Unless we're just running license plates or driver's license,

we'll use a code just to say this code, run this.

Q. Okay. And does your department have its own dispatch center?
A. We do.
Q. Okay. Does your dispatch center share with any other police

department or fire rescue?

A. So we have an ops center, which is on the west side of our
city, and it's MECC and police, so it's all the fire, but our
dispatchers aren't cross-trained. So on this side of the room you
have all the MECC and the MECC center does all of the dispatching
for basically the northeast side of Franklin County.

Q. Okay.

A. So I think it's got six or seven different jurisdictions, the
fire jurisdiction's in it.

Q. Um-hum.

A. It might even be more than that. I know the day of this
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10

incident they were looking at the board and that's how a lot of
people knew what we were in because they were seeing that get

filled up. But fire's on this side, police is on this side, they

don't --

Q. Okay.

A. They don't do any sharing or cross-training.

Q. Okay. And do you regularly respond in patrol --

A. Um-hum, yeah.

Q. Do you regularly respond with other agencies to larger calls?
A I wouldn't say reqularly, but yeah, we -- I mean, mutual aid

around here is a pretty big thing.

Q. Okay.

A. Like I said, we're in an area with a lot of suburbs, so just
to the south of us we have Whitehall, about the same size as us.
To the north of us we have New Albany, who's about half our size.
Q. Um-hum.

A. And then Columbus. So obviously, we're here. So we do a lot
of hey, we're running out of bodies for this call, can you give us
mutual aid and there has to be an agreement. Usually, the
supervisor working has to agree to that.

Q. Okay. And when responding to these larger events, and you do
have mutual aid, do the -- you know, the agencies have the ability
to switch to like a common --

A. We do, because we're on MARCS.

Q. Okay.
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A. So our dispatch can patch over and stuff to different
channels, and officers also can go and find it.

Q. Um-hum.

A. We give all of our officers a chart with all the different
agencies and the radio channels on it.

Q. Um-hum.

A. Me, back when I would go to those, I always found it more I
was too busy trying to flip through the radio to pay attention, so
if the radio couldn't get us over, we would Jjust run everything

through our radio that would mark them.

Q. Okay.

A. But most of the time we figured out what we can switch over.
Q. Oh, okay. 1In a pinch, can you patch channels?

A. Yeah, the dispatch center can patch the channels.

0. Perfect. And what about with fire rescue, is there ever a

situation where you would patch a --

A. We have, yeah, fire -- and they usually do it more coming to
us than we do to them.

Q. Okay.

A. Like a lot of times, if they're on something and they didn't
think it was a police issue and it gets kind of weird, the
battalion chief that's usually on the scene will mark over onto
the police channel and say hey, can you guys send a couple people
up here.

Q. Okay.
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A. So we do, yeah, we do that.
Q. Okay. And then does your agency have a policy regarding mass

casualty response?

A. We're in the process of getting CLIA. I don't know if you
know -- I'm sure you know what CLIA is, but it's accreditation,
basically.

Q. Yeah.

A. So we're in that process to accreditation, so I know that
there is a mass casualty policy in -- coming out. I don't think
we have -- we have a policy that's called responding to -- rapid

response and deployment, which is more just talking about getting

in faster instead of waiting like they used to.

Q. Instead of staging?
A. Yeah, and all that stuff, so we have that in effect now, but
I think the mass casualty one's -- I can't think of one off the

top of my head that's out there right now.

Q. Yeah, no worries. And then we're going to get more into the
incident that you were involved in, witnessed and, you know,
assisted with. Regarding this case, how did you become aware of
-— that there was an issue or a problem that --

A. We were driving eastbound on 70, going out to Zanesville for
training, I saw a big plume of smoke, like it was gray smoke --
and I told -- Sergeant Parrish was sitting up front, and Kavylea,
Officer Pertz, was in the back, and I said something along the

lines of 1like that doesn't look good.
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Q. Um-hum.
A. And as we got closer to it, it kind of changed colors from
like the gray to more of a black and I said this -- this is not --

this is not good. And at that point we passed a crash that was --
would have been west of the crash we're talking about and it was
down in the median and there was a trooper, I believe there was a
-— yeah, there was a trooper cruiser there and I think there was a
medic there. And so at that point I got down in the median and
turned on my lights and I think I was just hitting my wail, I
don't think I was running full sirens because we were in a truck,
a marked cruiser truck.

Q. Okay.

A. And then as we approached, we could see the fire and -- you
know, I mean, at one point, even the explosion, I actually said
was that a silhouette of a person in that red flash, because

that's what I remember seeing.

Q. Okay.
A. But there was nobody blown up -- well, that I knew of at that
time, so I don't -- I don't think -- I think it was the flash and

then there must've been somebody standing back further towards us,

that just kind of gave that, so I don't know. Maybe.

Q. Okay.

A. I don't know. Like I said, that's -- yeah.
Q. Okay.

A. I don't want to get ahead.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

14

0. No, no.

A. Just tell me where to stop because I can just keep --

0. No, no.

A. -- rolling into -- yeah.

Q. Whatever you feel like saying when these questions --

A. Yeah, so we did that and I got up and there was a crossover
there, so I went a little further east of the -- not much, just

kind of the back end of the semi trailer,

when we got out.

the back one,

and that's

So my cruiser -- and I did that because I didn't

want to -- I knew there was going to be massive response from the

fire,

police, so I didn't want to get our cruiser stuck in the

middle of that and in the way and --

Q. Absolutely.

A. And then we exited and approached it.

Q. Okay. So you were in a --

A. And we were the -- there was no police or fire there, we were
the first ones.

Q. SO you guys were -—-

A. Yeah.

Q. You guys got first there.

A. Yeah, yeah.

0. And you were in a marked unit, you said?

A. Yeah. It's Cruiser 85.

Q. I know you were hitting your -- did you have your lights on?
A. I did have my lights on, yeah.
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Q. Okay. And then from --

A. Which kicks the camera on, so that's why the camera came on,
because I flipped the lights on.

Q. Okay. And we just got a copy and we haven't had a chance to
fully review it yet, but from the time your agency became aware

that there's an issue, describe your response to this incident.

A. So —-

Q. When you first saw the smoke.

A. -—- I grabbed my radio because we were going out to the
firearms range -- so we always make sure that the range -- since

I'm the training sergeant, I'm basically the supervisor of the
range. Even though there's only three people shooting that day,
it was a makeup shooting day, I'm still the safety officer, so I
always take a trauma bag and a radio so I have to keep that on in

case something happens on the range, so I had my radio right

there.

Q. Um-hum.

A. I didn't grab the trauma bag, which kind of shocks me that I
didn't, but -- when I exited, because it was in the back of the

truck, but I marked on the radio, told our dispatch that hey,
we're out with a -- I said Code 4, that's an injury accident.

Q. Um-hum.

A. Seventy, I think I said eastbound, I think I just said it
wrong, east of 310 and then that's -- then we ran over to the bus

and the semi. Do you want me to keep going from there or --
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Q. I have some questions to kind of clarify.

A. Okay. Yeah, yeah. Yeah.

Q. You know, don't feel like you need to —--

A. No, I Jjust don't want to jump ahead or --

Q. No, no.

A. -- knock anything out of --

Q. No, you're fine. So it was you and two other members from
your --

A. Yes.

Q. -— organization?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. And from the point that you realized that something
might be wrong, how long did it take you guys to -- before you

arrived at the scene?

A. I mean, it was probably -- I mean, just because I had to get
down in the median and drive for a while because traffic was
backing up, you know, even eastbound, 30 seconds, might have to
watch, around 30 seconds or so, maybe.

Q. Okay. It was very quick.

A. Yeah, yeah, right down and we were -- I mean, you could see
it, yeah, I mean, it was --

Q. And as you were arriving on the scene, can you describe the
conditions that you observed?

A. Horrible, yeah.

Q. What did you see with vehicles or -- you know.
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A. I mean, it was -- the best way I can describe it is it looked
like somebody dropped a bomb right in the middle of the freeway,
like it was —-- like it hit between those -- the bus and the semi.
I've been on -- and I was out here last summer in a fatality where
a girl was driving the wrong way and hit a semi head on in a Honda
Civic and we -- me and a trooper broke the window to try to get
her out, but we couldn't because, you know, the intensity of the
fire, you know, these cars, when they go, we couldn't get in
there.

So just from that experience of that one, and that was a
double fatality and we had one across the median right before that
we were working before when that one happened. But anyway, just
the fire was so intense, like I couldn't -- I couldn't wrap my
head around what was burning that hot in this crash.

And there were batteries laying all over the freeway and my
brain was trying to wrap around like why are these -- where did
these batteries come from, because they were like perfectly
sitting there, they weren't even -- it didn't even look like -- in
my brain, I'm like if they were thrown from the semi, you'd think
they would be like marked up or whatever, but it just seemed like
they fell out of the sky and were Jjust laying there. And as we
ran by the red car, I didn't see anybody in the red car at first,
Sergeant Parrish can speak to that, he did. I think he even made
contact real briefly with the gentleman. We ran to the front of

the bus and all the kids were standing up on the median and I
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could tell there were some chaperones and I believe the bus driver
was laying just outside the bus door and I told Officer Pertz or I
just said get all these people back, like get away because we
already witnessed one explosion and you could feel, like I keep --
like I was telling people this, like with this, with that heat,
you could feel like the energy getting sucked out of the air and I
just knew that was just pressure, like it was Jjust something was
going to blow again because you just, you know, feel that.

And then I saw -- I don't know if I tried to go in the front
of the bus or I looked in the front of the bus, but I know it was
very smoky, I couldn't see in the back and then I hear somebody
said there's kids still in the bus and I'm looking and I thought
at that I moment I went in the bus, but I don't think I did
because I didn't realize the front of the bus was damaged, even,
until I saw pictures later, because in my brain, I'm like I don't
remember seeing that damaged, I don't even know where that came
from. Maybe I was just looking down the aisle way, but I do
remember looking down the aisle way and seeing like black, like
you couldn't see in there.

Q. Okay.

A. And then there was a kid on the ground that we drug over to
the side of the road, in the median, and I believe me and a couple
said to start CPR and I think Sergeant Parrish started CPR with a
couple people with him. He was the kid that died on scene. And

then I ran around the bus and this band director, who was -- I
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don't know, the guy was -- I mean, I just don't know how to say
it, he was just all over the place, man, this guy had so much
passion, ran to the back of the bus and he was yelling there's
kids on the bus.

Oh, before I did that, I picked up one of the batteries on
the passenger side of the bus and Kyle was like, you know, maybe
we could throw one of these through the bus windows. So I picked
one up and I'm like, man, I can't, I mean, I'm not -- I mean, it's
a big battery and I'm like it's going to come back and hit me in
the head and then I'm going to be dragging -- getting drug out of
here, so I just threw it down.

And then I -- then I remember, we grabbed the kid and drug
him over to the side of the road and brought him -- well, we had
him by -- we had him on his -- like his backward, like looking up
at us and head just, you know -- it was obvious that he wasn't
alive. I think we ended up rolling him over because we were
having trouble dragging him and then we drug him like face down
and then rolled back over. Somebody pulled his shirt up, I think,
and they started CPR, but -- then I ran around the passenger side
of the bus and the band director was back there and I just -- I
wanted to help him and I wanted to get in there so bad, but the
heat was like -- like just intense, I don't know how he was doing
anything, because like my body was just like I can't even -- I
can't even get that close. And then there was an explosion and

then I saw the little girl. I don't know if it was a boy or a
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girl, it was a person reaching their arms out of the bus window
and he grabbed onto her, but she kept trying to turn around, like
roll her butt around and then finally, he just yanked her and when
they hit the ground, that's when I ran up and grabbed -- you know,
I think he kind of pulled her back a little bit and I grabbed one
of her arms and he had the other and we pulled her off to the --
and she said something about her legs and I remember looking down
and her legs were kind of black and bluish, maybe.

They couldn't have been black, but purple, like a real dark
purple, like I don't know which leg it was, but they just looked
kind of twisted, but I don't know if they were or if that's just
the way she was -- to me, I could tell she was pinned in there by
her feet somehow, just on the way that she was trying to get out.

And then I ran -- once we pulled her over there, I ran around
and I don't know if I helped get the guy out of the red car or if
he -- I know the bus -- the truck driver -- well, I didn't know it
was the truck driver until somebody told me later it was the truck
driver -- pulled the guy from the red car, but I know that I
helped him once we -- he was on the ground and we pulled him into
the median further.

Q. Okay.

A. And him and -- and that guy had a red shirt on and the truck
driver had like a blue shirt on, if it's the truck driver, that's
what I was told. They both laid down in the grass and I said are

you okay, especially to the guy in the red car because he was
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elderly, and he said yes, so I kind of left them there. I mean,
at that point, the fire was just -- and I remember seeing the tire
blow off when I was -- I think I was at that point and I'm like
the front semi tire Jjust blew off and I'm thinking I've never seen
a semi burn like that. Like, I've seen cars burn like that and
I'm like it didn't make any sense and then later I saw a picture
and the semi tire was there.

And then somebody told me there was a car in between there
and I think that was probably one of the wheels in the car that
was in between them that blew off and it landed off -- I think it
went across both lanes and landed in the median.

And then I remember during some of this, an off-duty Columbus
fireman was there and I thought maybe he was the one that tried to
put the fire out with the fire extinguisher, I don't know, and he
said what are you guys doing here, and I said we're going to
training, what are you doing here, and he said I just got off
work. So I remember having that conversation with him and then a
deputy asked us what we were doing there and I said we were going
to training and just happened to come upon it and -- and then at
that point they had -- it just seemed like it took a long time for

people to get there.

0. Um-hum.
A. Maybe it wasn't. Obviously, maybe it was only minutes, but
it seemed -- from the time that we saw the fire and the smoke to

the time that they actually showed up, it seemed like a long time
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to me. Not from the time that we arrived, but we could see the
smoke for a while, you know, and then to get there and all of that
transpired and still no -- I'm not cutting on anybody, just it
shocked me and like it just felt like a long time for response,
you know, I don't -- I don't know why, but --

Q. This is one of the things we'll be evaluating, you know,
during the investigation (indiscernible) reports and seeing the
time the police, you know -- who's jurisdiction it was, was
notified and how long did it take them to arrive, so that's
something we're going to look into.

A. Okay. And then, I mean, things kind of slowed down and the
back of the bus kind of blew up, popped, and the fire in there, I
could hear -- I could hear somebody screaming, it sounded like a
girl to me, so —-- and then once fire showed up and they put the
fire out and you could see what looked like is a human body over
top of the seat in the back of the bus, like trying to like climb
over the seat in front of them. So I'm not saying it was, but
that's, from what I've seen in the past, it -- what it looked like
to me. And I know, I had -- Kaylea did a head count and we knew

that there were two students missing from the head count, so

standing there, I -- you know, just -- you know I thought that was
probably a -- it's probably a kid, so --
Q. When you guys arrived, did you see any other law enforcement

officers, fire rescue, EMS?

A. Besides that off-duty Columbus fireman -- well, I didn't see
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him, I don't know where he came from and when he came in during

all of it, but no, no one else. Not that I remember seeing
anybody.

Q. Do you remember at what point, like, you started talking with
him?

A. It kind of -- yeah, I feel like it was about the point that
we were —-- after we moved the gentleman from the red car to the
side of the road, because at that point -- and that's when kind of
the screaming kind of -- you know, it was just real quick and he
could -- you know, I even tell myself maybe it wasn't a scream,

maybe it was just some air releasing from something or another,
but to me, it sounded like a girl screaming for just a brief
moment in time, you know.

Probably about then is when I saw him, but yeah, I don't know
exactly when he showed up or he may -- like I said, he may have
been there before us, I just never saw him, but he wasn't in -- we
were the first marked unit there, like an identifiable cruiser.

Q. Um-hum. When you guys arrived -- and some of this you
touched on a bit. When you first arrived, were the motor coach
occupants off the bus? I know you said you helped one of the
students off the bus, too. Do you remember which window it was,
by chance?

A. Yeah, it was the very back, I believe it was the very back
passenger, her driver-side window.

Q. And then other than that passenger, did you guys assist

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

24

anyone else?

A. The boy, but I don't know who -- I don't even remember how I
even got to help, I don't know where he came from, the boy that
died there. I know it was near the passenger side of the bus
somewhere, but I don't know who got him to that point because he
wasn't -- I mean, he wasn't moving or anything. So I don't know
if the band director got him out to that point or if somebody else
was 1in there, but somehow he got either to the very side of the

bus and we drug him from there.

Q. Did he have obvious signs of injuries or --

A. Yeah.

Q. What was going on?

A. I don't know, it looked like head-brain matter or something

coming out of his nose, I don't know what it was, but it was dark
and it kind of curled up, and I feel like he had some bruising,
maybe like an ear. His eyes were open, so I actually -- I knew
that he was alive, somebody else said they thought he was at
first, just because his eyes were open and -- but just the -- I
don't know what the kid looked 1like prior to that day, but he just
looked swollen, like maybe he had some head -- well, obviously he
had some head trauma of some sort.

Q. So other than the person through the back left window and the
gentleman you were Jjust speaking of, dragging them out of harm's
way --

A. Yeah.
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Q. —-— any other occupants that you helped evacuate?

A. Besides the guy in the red car and I think he -- I know when
I got over there, I feel like it was just the bus driver, then I
have a news report, somebody said a trooper pulled him out, but I
don't remember seeing that, I just remember he -- I know the guy
that I'm calling the bus driver pulled him out of the back
passenger door and then I ran up and helped drag him to the side
of the road. I'm not saying anybody else wasn't there, I just

don't remember seeing that.

Q. Of course. Talk to me about what you saw before you guys
pulled him out of the red car. Do you remember how he was in the
vehicle?

A. Well, like I said, we ran by it, because I ran past the red

car to get to the passenger side of the bus because, you know, I

could see the kids, people standing over there and I wanted to get

them back.
Q. Um-hum.
A. Kyle said he checked on him real quick and I'll let him talk

about that, I didn't notice, I didn't know that happened.

Q. Okay.

A. So when I got back there, he was kind of like between the
driver and front -- between the two front seats and like crawling
across to the back passenger door and that's when I -- he came
out.

Q. Okay.
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A. And then we picked him up and drug him and then the truck
driver and him both laid down in the grass. Yeah.

Q. Regarding the truck driver --

A. It wasn't the truck driver. I mean --

Q. Yeah, we're still trying to figure that out.

A. Yeah, so the person that -- the guy in the blue shirt.

Q. You know, at least, at least -- yeah, the guy in the blue

shirt, can you describe how he was acting or his demeanor or --
A. He was, I mean, Jjust -- he laid down. I mean, there's even
the cell phone video of me and him dragging that guy to the median

and you can see him just lay down after that, I mean, you know.

Q. Any observations about maybe his mental state or anything
like that?

A. No. I mean, obviously, I think he was -- maybe seemed like
he was in shock a little bit or just kind of -- and that's the

wrong word to use, lethargic, because I don't want to assume
anything, but just -- you know, I think he was just like -- you
know, Jjust like the rest of us kind of were when it all 1lit up
like that, like the -- probably the feeling of, you know, you

can't do anything and --

Q. The helpless feeling.
A. Yeah, the helplessness feeling.
0. And you touched on this, either -- it sounds like you either

entered the motor coach or at least peeked your head in.

A. Yeah, it was very -- I mean, I know I remember seeing,

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

looking down the aisle ways, I mean, because I even feel like the
seats were blue and maybe I'm just making that up, but some sort
of gray or a blue and -- but it was just -- I could only see down
like maybe a seat or two, do you know what I mean? So somehow I
remember seeing that and I don't --

Q. Okay.

A. I don't know 1if I stepped in the door and looked back and
then realized it was not penetrable or I just saw it from outside,
because I didn't realize -- and Kaylea even asked me, I think,
later that day, she goes how did the front of the bus get damaged,
I didn't even know the front of the bus was damaged because my
focus was solely just, you know, the heat and the fire and, you
know, I wasn't -- I didn't even know there was another semi pulled

up, up ahead. So --

0. Yeah, it sounds --

A. At that point.

Q. It sounds like that fire was intense.

A. Yeah, it was, yeah, I never saw anything like it, you know.

I don't know how the band director did what he did, to be honest

with you.
Q. Did you observe him go into the motor coach?
A. No, but I feel like he came -- I feel like he had to, because

either I tried to follow him in or I was there when he came out of
the front of it, I feel like. Somebody said I told him you can't

go in because it's too hot and I don't remember saying that, but I
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was told that later. So I kind of was just following him because
I didn't want to have another, you know -- he was so passionate

about getting those kids out that I didn't want us to have to go

try to rescue him in the same sense, so -- you know.

0. I understand.

A. The balance of it.

Q. Do you remember how much, when you peeked in, how much of the

interior was not affected by dense smoke?

A. No. I mean, like I said, I just vaguely remember seeing like
in the aisle way, like I can't --

Q. Other than that back left window being utilized kind of as an
exit, did you observe any other windows or --

A. No. I mean, I saw all the windows, but I didn't -- I don't
remember seeing any busted out until the fire kind of accelerated
in the back and I watched it then kind of just, you know, go away,
but I think it was like the first, like, two or three from the
back, I mean, there were those, there might only have been two of
them, the windows.

Q. Um-hum. Okay. Do you remember if the motor coach front door

was open when you guys arrived?

A. And that's where I keep, like, getting confused because like
I said, I felt like I -- in my head, I felt like I stepped on and
looked back, but I don't -- maybe I didn't and that's why I can't,

because the front of the bus was all peeled back, so maybe I just

literally stood in the front of the bus and could see down in or
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something, but if you told me I stepped on the bus, I'd believe
you, and 1if you told me I didn't step on the bus, then I would
believe you. Like I just can't remember how I saw the front area
of the bus, the seats, but you couldn't see very far for that

brief second.

Q. It sounds like all of this happened pretty quick.

A. Yeah.

Q. Were you hurt or injured during the -- during this incident?
A. That flash kind of like just made me feel it on my face,
almost like a chemical kind of burn, but I didn't -- I mean, then

my lungs kind of hurt for a day or two afterwards and just sucking

in all the chemicals and --

Q. Do you remember where you were when that explosion happened?
A. I was kind of coming around the side of the bus and like at
somewhat of an angle, looking at -- probably closer to the bus

than I realized I was, because I was taught in training like don't
stand 90 degrees from a car fire, you kind of stand at a 45. So I
feel like I was kind of in that position, but then I see the wvideo
and I see me come at the side of the bus when the girl comes out
on the ground and help pull her around, so I must've been right
there, yeah. But I know -- I know I was close enough, like my
body didn't want me to go any closer and I just -- and I felt bad
about that, like, because I -- I thought if we got her out, maybe
there was somebody else in there and at that point I didn't --

when that happened, we didn't have the head count done yet, so I
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didn't know how many kids were still in the -- you know.
Q. Okay. So you didn't --
A. I just assumed that there was one that came out of the

window, there's probably got to be more.

Q. Um-hum. But you didn't know at that point?
A. No, I didn't know, no.
Q. Okay. Do you know i1if any other people that were assisting

with evacuation were hurt or injured?

A. I don't know how, but I don't think so.
Q. Okay.
A. I feel like the band director had maybe some charred clothing

on, like the back of his clothing may have been or maybe that was
just some ash or something coming down. There was a guy in a blue
or a dark-colored sweatshirt, too, helping and he -- I don't think
he was hurt because I saw him later talking to a deputy.

Q. Um-hum.

A. And then the Columbus fireman, I'm not sure where all --
where he came in with everything, but I saw him again later and I
don't think he was hurt.

Q. The band director that you had mentioned, do you remember his
clothing, just to help us identify him?

A. Yeah, they had a -- they all had their jumpsuits on, the TV.
I thought it was Teays, because there's a Teays Valley out in that
area so I thought it was Teays Valley, I didn't know it was

Tuscarawas Valley. So he had that on. I believe he had kind of
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scruff, darker hair.

0. Um-hum. What color, like, clothing?
A. Well, I think they all had their whole -- all the kids and
them had their black jumpsuits with the red and -- I believe it

was a red TV --

Q. Okay.

A. —-— on their jumpsuit.

Q. And then other than, you know --

A. And T don't know if he's the band director, I Jjust assumed he

was because he just kind of took that lead and then I obviously
saw a report later that he put something out, thanked people and

so I'm assuming he's the band director with them, yeah.

Q. So you used the band UNI to kind of help you --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- draw that conclusion.

A. But for some reason I just had a feeling he was some sort of

head, just because he cared so much about the kids and was doing
all he could. So to me, that came across as somebody in a
leadership position.

Q. Um-hum. Yeah. During this incident did you speak to or
interview any of the motor coach occupants or chaperones?

A. No. I mean, like I said, I was told that I told the band
director to not go in there, but if I did, I don't remember.

Q. Okay.

A. I don't think we talked about anything. When we pulled the

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

32

girl or something, I think we had a brief exchange, like she said
she couldn't walk or whatever and I think we were like let's Jjust
pull her over there, maybe something like that.

Q. Um-hum.

A. Maybe we didn't, either, but I kind of feel like we might
have exchanged something real quick like that, but --

Q. Okay. Do you recall overhearing any of the occupants
speaking about the incident?

A. No. We didn't stay long. We probably should have stayed
longer than we did, but --

Q. Did you meet with any of the deputies or anything?

A. I met with the trooper, I told him we could stay or give us
-— like we can give our information to you and he said no, I don't
think we'll need it, we did notify him and Sergeant Parrish said
well, we're with Gahanna, so if you need us, just let us know.

Q. Okay.

A. So it's really -- and I talked to the deputy, he asked if we
were marshals because our badge looks like -- they look like
marshals, everybody thinks -- because we can't (indiscernible)
badges anymore. I said no, we're Gahanna, we were going out to

Briar Rabbit training and he said oh, okay, I was Jjust wondering

how you guys ended up here, so -- but that's about it.

Q. And then Gahanna PD, did you guys do any sort of internal
debriefing?

A. Yeah, so -- so I marked on the radio that we were out, I
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mean, so I let them know, dispatch, on the radio, that we're there
and then I guess they were marking me back, calling me back and I
wasn't, and so kind of like towards the end. At this point, when
I got a call from my lieutenant, the actual trailer was melting,
like the whole -- which I never seen that, either, it was kind of
bizarre.

My lieutenant called and said hey, I know you're busy, I
wanted to make sure you guys are all right and you're not in the
crash and I said no, we're fine. I said it's really bad and I'll
call you back, you know, when I get a chance. So then our
lieutenant, who's in charge of our peer support team, called me
and said they wanted the peer support team, there was a couple of
them working that day, so we met over at our ops center, away from
everybody and then I don't know why, but they brought in our FOP
rep and he's kind of -- I don't believe -- no, I never seen that
in a peer support briefing, after action or whatever. He came in
and just basically said like, you know, I support you guys and you
did all you -- and it actually helped, I got pretty emotional
because my adrenaline was still -- you know, that feeling of
helplessness, so my adrenaline was still super high, but then our
peer support team did a good job and talked to us afterwards and
we kind of talked about it. But to me, it almost felt like it was
too soon, like I hadn't even had a chance to even, you know,
compartmentalize it yet or --

Q. Um-hum. Your emotions sound like they were still --
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A. Yeah. Yeah, they were like -- I don't think we hardly even
talked on the way back and we had to go, obviously, an alternate,
longer route back because 70 was closed.

Q. Um-hum. When you were driving back, it was still the three

of you guys?

A. Yeah.
Q. Did you guys have a chance to kind of talk to each other?
A. Yeah, I mean, we did a little bit. I think Kyle and I

actually made a Jjoke, like we used to work third shift together
and we'd always get into shit and I'm like we can't even go to
training anymore, you know, like we shouldn't even be allowed to
ride together, I mean, this is -- I mean, so it was Jjust -- you
know, I know it was dark humor and stuff, but --

Q. I understand completely.

A. And I think a couple of us, even myself, I said I don't know
if I want to clinch the steering wheel or cry, you know, because
just the kids. My daughter's a school teacher, a kindergarten

teacher, a cross-country coach and I can just see her in that

environment, so -- and then my son, you know, he's 21 and he's in
sports and stuff, and student athletes and then just -- you know,
it just kind of -- you know, that one kind of hit me a little bit,
so —-- yeah.

MR. ZEITLER: John.
BY MR. HUMM:

Q. Thanks for that. Just for my clarification, who was the
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person that pulled the girl out, was that the band director
that --
A. I'm calling him the band director, yeah, but I don't know if
he is that guy, though, and I feel like he was the one that got
some of the other kids out, just -- he's the one that said that
there's still kids on the bus.
Q. Okay. Yeah, I was just -- I missed that, that part of it, I
just wanted to --
A. Yeah. Yeah, so —--
MR. HUMM: Thanks. I don't really have any other questions.
BY MR. ZEITLER:
Q. Is there anything that you'd like to add that you feel we

didn't touch on yet?

A. No. Make the windows shorter to the ground so we can reach,
because there's no way to reach in there like -- and I'm not
saying you guys do it, I'm just saying like -- or maybe put a step

down the sides of them, like little folding-down steps so people
can -- because I feel like if we could've stepped up there and
opened the window, then -- I don't know if it would've helped, but
I don't know. Probably if I would've opened a window, it probably
just would've gave more air to the fire and made it go faster and
maybe that's what caused it to go faster, anyway, so I don't know.
It's crazy because, like I said, I've never seen anything go
up that fast. I mean, the girl that hit the semi head on here in

a Honda, it did, but Kyle, we got in there and he was like man,
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does diesel burn like that, and I'm like I know it's engine on
engine, but I never seen diesel burn like that, so I thought maybe

it was the batteries, wherever they came from.

Q. Um-hum.

A. I don't know. That's what you guys are probably figuring
out.

Q. A very, very long and detailed investigation that we're
conducting.

A. Yeah.

Q. Talking about always starting the interview, we have a team,

you know, vehicle factors, survival factors and stuff --
A. Yeah.
Q. -- and motor carrier investigators, highway engineers, human
performance factors, technical reconstruction, so we have quite a
team out here and we'll have even more investigators once we start
the incident support.
A. And I know you probably can't talk about it, but I'm just
curious, like, I Jjust feel like it was —-- the fire was there for a
long time, or the smoke. Like, could the kids, could they not get
the kids off the bus, were they making all the kids stay on the
bus? I don't know.

Like, my wife's a bus driver and I always tell her, like, I
don't care what they tell you at work, like if you get hit, get
all the kids off the bus and get them to a safe area or pull off

into a parking lot, but don't sit on the side of the road.
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And I just -- I feel like it was burning for so long before
we got there, I don't know if maybe the kids that were on the bus,
they just couldn't get out, they were trapped. I don't know, I
just -- I don't know if you guys could talk about that or --

Q. So that's one thing that John and I are investigating and
everything's very fresh --

A. Yeah.

Q. -— but that's something we'll be able to answer at some point
in the investigation.

A. I guess people don't probably think like maybe we just got
hit pretty hard from behind because obviously it was a massive
collision -- and the debris field, I didn't realize there was a
truck up in front of it, but looking down 70, it was a huge debris
field, so I imagine the first action was way east of the location
there. I mean, I've drawn my own conclusions to things, but yeah,
I just -- I think -- I was Jjust wondering like, I guess maybe they

couldn't get out because maybe they were pinned, I don't know.

Q. Um-hum.

A. I mean, the girl that got herself out got herself out, so
it's like --

Q. Yeah. And it seems like there was -- from what I've heard

from you and the officer we spoke to before you, that there was
some time that elapsed between all the other occupants getting off
the bus compared to --

A. Yeah, I feel like there had to be, yeah.
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Q. -- when you guys pulled the student out of the window.

A. Yeah.

Q. It sounds like everyone else had been off the bus already.
A They were all standing over there Jjust in a circle over

there, you know, like a group. I don't know, whatever, but yeah.
That's why I was shocked because all these kids were standing
there and then all of a sudden, I hear a guy saying there's still
kids on the bus and I'm like why, why are there still kids on the
bus?
Q. Yeah.
A. I mean, you guys have been here, why are there still kids --
that, to me, was -- I just -- but I'm not faulting anybody and
like I said, I don't know the circumstances. I mean, I'm sure,
obviously, they were pinned, so to some extent, it sounds like.

MR. ZEITLER: I don't have any other questions. Do you,
John?

MR. HUMM: ©No, I don't, thank you.

MR. ZEITLER: I'm going to go ahead and conclude, it's 7:30
-— correction, 7:34 p.m.

(Whereupon, at 7:34 p.m., the interview concluded.)
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(1:36 p.m.)

MR. ZEITLER: Good afternoon, my name is Jason Zeitler, I'm
an investigator with the National Transportation Safety Board,
NTSB. Present with me is John Humm, NTSB, as well. This is in
reference to an interview with LCSO Adam Beach. The location of
the interview is 155 East Main Street in Newark, Ohio. The time
by my watch is 1:36 p.m. It's November 19th, 2023. Our case
number is HWY24MHQOO1l. The crash that we're investigating is Etna,
Ohio.

Just for the record, can you say your name and spell your
name?

MR. BEACH: Adam Beach, B-e-a-c-h.

MR. ZEITLER: And what's your job title?

MR. BEACH: I am assigned to the traffic enforcement unit.

MR. ZEITLER: Perfect. And do we have your consent to record
this interview? It will help us, you know --

MR. BEACH: Yes.

MR. ZEITLER: -- with everything. Perfect, thank you. And
what's a good phone number and e-mail address in case we have any

follow-up questions at a later time?

vr. saack: [
And then my e-nail address is |G

(indiscernible) .

MR. ZEITLER: Perfect, thank you. And then we're going to
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ask a series of questions about the traffic crash that you
responded to. Understand, there's a lot of gquestions, probably
more than most people anticipate for a traffic crash. I would
just ask, just, you know, answer to the best of your recollection,
you know, don't guess, don't hypothesize. If you don't know an
answer, Jjust simply state you don't know, but just, you know,
answer to the best of your recollection. Do you have any
questions for me before we start?

MR. BEACH: No.

MR. ZEITLER: Okay, perfect.

INTERVIEW OF ADAM BEACH

BY MR. ZEITLER:
Q. So how long have you held this position as LCSO?
A. I just got assigned to the traffic unit three weeks ago.
I've been with the sheriff's office since 2018, I started on the
road for about a year and then I was in the detective bureau for
four.
Q. Perfect. And other than an LCSO, do you have any other prior
law enforcement?
A. I do, I have 24 years total. Prior to the sheriff's office,
I worked with the City of Pataskala and then prior to that, I
worked at two agencies in Franklin County.
Q. Perfect. And then if you can describe your previous job
titles in law enforcement capacities with this agency and your

prior agencies, whether road patrol, detective, traffic, and then,
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you know, lengths of service and then just maybe a brief
description of some of the prior duties that you've had in law
enforcement.

A. I was a road officer in Franklin County, I was a supervisor
in Franklin County. I was at the Department of (indiscernible)
before I went to the City of Pataskala. At the City of Pataskala,
I was a road unit and then part of their crash unit. And then
when I came to the sheriff's office, I'm still part of their crash
unit and then I've been on the road, detective bureau, and now
just reassigned to the traffic unit.

Q. Perfect. And then we'll get into some details about LCSO.
It's basically to help us understand the size and, you know,
makeup of the department. How many employees, if you know, sworn
versus non-sworn, does your agency employ?

A. We have about close to -- a little bit over a hundred sworn
officers and that includes supervisors, road deputies, detectives,
our civil division and our community services. And then we also
have about -- I think about a hundred and 50 COs which work in our
-- which handles our jail stuff.

Q. And does your agency employ all full-time employees or do
they have volunteers and reserves, as well?

A. All the employees are full-time except for there's a handful
of reserve deputies that are certified.

Q. And are the reserves paid or --

A. No, they're not paid.
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Q. Okay. And do you oversee any employees currently?
A. I do not.
Q. And I understand that you're in the traffic unit, you know,

recently, congratulations --

A. Thank you.

Q. -— on the switch. Would you be able to describe a current

shift setup for road patrol response?

A. Okay. The road department or our road deputies work either
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m., and then 12:00

a.m. to 8:00 a.m. And then the morning shift, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., I have two cars that come in at 6:00 a.m. and work to 2:00

p.m., and then there's two early cars on afternoon shift that work

2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Q. And are there any supervisors or are they just officers?
A No, there's supervisors, also. There's two sergeants

assigned to every shift and then there's a lieutenant, a captain,

and another admin sergeant assigned to the day shift.

Q. Okay. And describe -- you already described the morning,
afternoon --
A. Yeah, so mornings is 8:00 a.m. to -- or sometimes -- we have

two early cars, so they start at 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Q. Um-hum.

A. So those are road deputies. And then our regular shift
starts at 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. There's two sergeants assigned

to that. There's a minimal staffing of five officers, or five
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deputies is the minimum and they can go all the way up to —-- I
believe they have 10 deputies assigned to the day shift.

Q. Okay.

A. And then there's 10 deputies assigned to afternoons with two
sergeants, and then the third shift, I believe, has eight officers
assigned to it with two sergeants.

Q. And how do the officers typically start their day, do they
attend a lineup or briefing or anything like that?

A. They have a briefing at the beginning of the shift, so about
the first 15 minutes of every shift they have a briefing.

Q. Okay. And now this is -- this next part is to help us
understand a typical response, not specific to the crash that
we're going to get into, but just the overall response from your
agency. So does your agency use plain English or 10 codes or
signals when communicating on the radio?

A. They use codes and signals, but they're self-dispatched

unless it's an emergency call through our CAD system. They're not

really —--
Q. Tell me about the self-dispatch.
A. So our dispatch center is attached to our 9-1-1 center, so

our dispatch and fire and EMS are all in one building. Dispatch
will get like a non-emergency run and then it will get self-
dispatched to the officer's computer and it will pop up and make a
noise and then they mark en route on their computers, they don't

get dispatched that way.
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Q.

A.

Oh, okay.

So like if you have, obviously, like an injury crash or

something that's Priority 1, which is running lights and sirens,

they dispatch over the radio.

Q.

A.

Q.

Over the radio. Does it get toned or anything like that?
It does not get toned.

Okay. 1Is there ever a situation where something would get

toned or --

A.

Q.

>

Q.
A

No, they don't have tones.
Okay.

Not in this county.

Okay. From your prior jobs --

Prior jobs, yes, there is -- there was tones put out for like

robberies and stuff like that, so --

Q.

A.

>0

Q.

Okay.

Or shootings.

Does your department have its own dispatch center?
They do.

Okay.

Yes.

And does your dispatch center share its dispatch with any

other police departments or fire departments?

A.

Q.

Yes.
Okay. Do you know which ones?

All right, so the sheriff's office dispatches for the City of
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Pataskala, the City of Johnstown, the City of Newark, and then
Utica, St. Louisville, Buckeye Lake. Obviously, Licking County

Sheriff's Office.

Q. Um-hum.
A. That's all the police departments they dispatch for.
Q. Are you guys --

A. And then --

Q. Oh, sorry.

A. Go ahead.

Q. No, no, sir.

A. And then there's the 9-1-1 fire side which dispatches for all
the fire people. In our county.

Q. Perfect. Are all the police departments on the same channel?
A. Yes.

Q. Is fire rescue on the channel with you guys?

A. No.

Q. So fire rescue has their own channel and you guys have your

own channel?

A. That is correct.

Q. Do you have the ability to patch the two channels together so
you can communicate with fire rescue?

A. I would believe so, yes.

Q. Okay. And how regularly do you respond with some of the
other agencies to larger calls, whether it's the agencies you

mentioned on the same dispatch channel or OSP?
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A. On a regular basis.

Q. Okay. So like an everyday occurrence, pretty much?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. When responding to a larger event, do you commonly

switch to a common channel, radio channel, with adjacent

departments? Let's say OSP.

A. Yes.

Q. Okay, so you guys have the ability to --

A. Yes, we do. Yeah, we can switch to one channel.

Q. Perfect. Does your agency have a policy regarding mass

casualty response?

A. We do.
Q. Okay. Now we're going to get into questions more specific to
the crash that you responded to. Regarding this collision, how

did you receive or get notified about the crash?

A. It was dispatched over the radio.

Q. Okay. From the time your agency received the notification,
describe your agency's response to this incident.

A. So me and my other unit that are in the traffic unit were
both in the same area working traffic at Watkins Road and National
Road, so we obviously left that area and drove down 40, State
Route 40 eastbound and then got on 158 and then got back on the
freeway to head west on 70. When we got on the freeway,
obviously, we were running lights and sirens. When we got

probably maybe a quarter of a mile away from 158, traffic was
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backed up, so we had to use the center median to get up to the
accident. Obviously, when I was driving to the accident, there
was heavy black smoke. I advised our radio to shut down 158 and
70, to start diverting traffic to get them off the freeway, to
start that closure. When I got to the scene, I blocked the
roadway off, my counterpart blocked the other side of the roadway
off and then we had a fire -- the EMS coordinator was behind us, I
believe, from West Licking Fire.

We exited our vehicles, we approached the scene, I had two
gentlemen laying in a ditch from that side of it, so I pointed
those out to the EMS coordinator. By that time we had a small
explosion happen on scene. Fire was already on scene and working
to get the fire put out. From my vantage point when I was walking
past, it looked like everybody was off the bus already.

I was approach by Gahanna Police Department that was on scene
and said that they were able to get everybody out but two people
and that they were on their way to go to their shooting range, but
obviously stopped to help out with the accident. So they were
performing CPR on a person on the ground. Then it seemed like
everybody was in control of what they were doing, so I went over
to talk -- I believe I went over to talk to the fire chief, Joe,
the assistant chief, and asked him what else he needed to get
closed down. He advised me that he wanted 70 eastbound closed
off, so -- so I got on the radio to tell them to close down 70

eastbound.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

13

Q. Um-hum.
A. At that point we were advised that we were going to take the
accident, so I saw that there was another -- the state patrol was

there also, so I was trying to find that trooper, I was able to
locate him and I said -- we had a short discussion on who was
going to take the original accident --

Q. Um-hum.

A. -- and they said that they were going to take it, so I

advised on the radio that OSP was going to take the crash --

Q. Um-hum.

A. -- and then started working on traffic issues and helping out
that way.

Q. Okay. And how many officers from your agency responded?

A. Let's see, there was three at 158, there was five of us at

the scene and then there was another three working 70 and there
was another two at 40 and 310, so two, five -- 10, maybe 15.
Maybe. Or less. Yeah, approximately 15.

Q. I'm not going to hold it to you, Jjust -- yeah, just a
ballpark. It was about 15. And then approximately how long did
it take your department, from the first notification to when maybe

the first unit arrived, approximately?

A. Probably 5 minutes or less.

Q. Okay. And did you guys have dash or -- and/or body cams?
A. We have both.

Q. Both. What would be the best way to obtain the wvideo
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footage?
A. To e-mail Amy Sloan or to get a hold of our lieutenant.
Q. Okay, perfect. And as you guys are responding to the scene,

and you touched on this somewhat in one of the prior questions,
but if you're able to describe the conditions as you're arriving
at the scene, you know, what are you seeing?

A. Obviously, there was -- traffic was backed up from the scene
all the way to about a quarter mile west of 158.

Q. Um-hum.

A. Both lanes were full. A huge black cloud of smoke coming
from that area. When I got on scene, the semi was fully engulfed
and the bus was probably a quarter, you know, the first two
windows of the bus was fully engulfed.

Q. Um-hum.

A. In the back. At the time, I didn't know there was another
vehicle involved. Obviously, the only thing I saw was the front
semi had damage on it, there was the bus, a semi, and then another

vehicle in front of the semi, which was a maroon Toyota.

Q. Um-hum. Okay. And you talked about traffic conditions as
backed up. How far would you say it was backed up to?
A. I don't know how to measure it, to be honest with you. I

just know it was probably a quarter of a mile west of 158 is when
it started.
Q. That's perfect. And when you arrived were there other law

enforcement officers or fire rescue, EMS, on scene?
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A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Do you remember who?

A. Gahanna was there, there was a state trooper car, West
Licking Fire was there. I believe that they already had an engine

there, multiple medics, and then obviously the EMS coordinator was
behind us and then the assistant fire chief was there.

Q. Okay. And were all the motor coach occupants -- I'm sorry.
Were motor coach occupants off of the motor coach when you arrived

on the scene?

A. Yes. Except for the ones that were gone, I was advised of
them.
Q. Okay, other than the two that were deceased, were there any

others you saw on the motor coach at the time, that you know of?
A. No.
Q. Did you assist with evacuation of any of the motor coach

occupants?

A. I did not.

Q. Anyone from your agency do anything?

A. No.

Q. No, okay. So you didn't witness any of the evacuation

efforts at all?

A. That all happened prior to me arriving.

Q. Okay. Let's see. Just bear with me for one second.

A. No, you're good.

Q. Do you know who activated the emergency override to the front
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door of the motor coach?

A. I do not.

Q. Were you hurt or injured during the evacuation or during this
incident?

A. No.

Q. Besides the obvious fire and issues pertaining to that, did

you observe any challenges or issues present on the scene, radio

issues, communications issues, anything like that?

A. No.
Q. Okay. Do you know of anyone that was injured, other than
occupants, from the vehicles, do you know if any -- anyone was

injured or hurt during the evacuation efforts?

A. I do not. I know there was a truck driver that had like a
pullover sweatshirt on, but it had stuff on the back of it, but it
wasn't like it was like smoking or anything, but he was just --

you could just tell he was panicked.

Q. Okay.
A. I don't know i1if he was hurt or not.
Q. And did you speak to or interview any of the motor coach

occupants or chaperones during this incident?

A. I did not.

Q. Did you ever hear any of the occupants talking about the
incident while on scene?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Did your agency conduct any type of debriefing or hot

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

wash for this incident?

A. Yes, we had a debriefing the next morning.

Q. And was that a verbal debrief or did you guys do like an
after-action --

A. We had a briefing in our briefing room and talked basically
how we handled the situation --

Q. Um-hum.

A. -— and if we needed more help or deputies needed help with

counseling and stuff.

Q. Any issues arise?
A. Not that I am aware of, no.
Q. Okay. Anything that you would like to add to this interview

that we haven't discussed prior?

A. I don't think so.
Q. No. Do you have any questions for me or John?
A. No.

MR. ZEITLER: John, do you have any?

BY MR. HUMM:
Q. I just have a couple questions. So i1f you could just explain
to me, because I'm not as familiar with law enforcement, but like
what's the -- how does the coordination between like the state
police work and sheriff's -- I'm just trying to figure out like,
you know, where you guys take over and what they're doing, you
know, because you said you called to -- you called to close the

road off, so who are you calling, are you calling your agency to
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send units to close it off or --
A. So obviously, due to the fact that I'm on the crash unit,

investigation unit for fatal crashes, we use ODOT to close our

roadways.
Q. Okay.
A. So when we get to a scene and we know that we're going to be

closing roads down, besides our units getting dispatched there, we
also dispatch ODOT to help us close it down because they bring
signs out and cones and stuff like that to detour traffic, to get

the traffic routed a different way.

Q. Sure.
A. So i1it's all done by the radio and our dispatchers handle the
calls and stuff. So we just say it over the radio, hey, we need

this area closed, you know, call ODOT, get them started and then

have the deputies go --

Q. Okay.
A. -- start over at that area, also.
Q. And then how does it work with -- because you guys are at the

scene and you were dispatched, so you guys are taking the accident
and then you talked briefly with the state police and he said no

-— I don't know what the conversation was, but basically --

A. Basically, the same way you just said it.
Q. Okay.
A. Basically, what happens is, 1s usually when we have a fatal

vehicle crash, obviously, Licking County has their own crash unit
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that handles fatal crashes. Obviously, the state patrol handles
theirs, handles -- we have a post in our county that handles fatal
crashes, also. Usually that rotates, usually. It just depends
who arrives on scene first or who gets dispatched to that
collision and then that decision is made by a supervisor, usually.
Our crash team has different people on different shifts, most of
them are on second or the first, so it just depends on what's
going on that day to see who's going to be handling that crash.

Q. Okay, thanks. So you were on the scene or you were just
getting to the scene when the explosion happened. Is there

anything you recall from that?

A. I do not, besides that it was -- I mean, obviously, it made a
loud --

Q. Yeah.

A. -- noise and obviously, more fire, but --

Q. You didn't see anybody like caught -- like any of the fire

rescue, were they caught up in that?
A. No.

MR. HUMM: Okay.

MR. ZEITLER: Thank you. The time by my watch is 1:57 p.m.
and I'm going to conclude the interview.

(Whereupon, at 1:57 p.m., the interview concluded.)
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