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I N T E R V I E W 1 

 MR. KEETAN:  Sorry we're running a little bit late.  Hi, how 2 

are you, again. 3 

 MR. WAGLER:  A little bit late is fine.  If it was going to 4 

be more, than I was going to have to -- 5 

 MR. KEETAN:  Oh, I get it.  Yeah, what happened was we were 6 

getting ready to leave and the interstate on the way here was 7 

somebody tried to jump out in front of the truck, and -- 8 

 MR. WAGLER:  Jump? 9 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  And a whole incident.  Yeah.  10 

Something happened, it was a murder suspect and all that.  So I 11 

was like well, I don't know if we're going to be able to get 12 

there.  So but -- 13 

 MR. WAGLER:  It's a crazy world out there. 14 

 MR. KEETAN:  It is crazy.  It is crazy.  Sir, how are you.  15 

My name is Mike Keetan.  I'm a trooper with the Highway Patrol. 16 

 MR. WAGLER:  I've been there. 17 

 MR. KEETAN:  We're here to interview you about the incident.  18 

The crash that happened last week.  I do record these, just for -- 19 

 MR. WAGLER:  Okay. 20 

 MR. KEETAN:  -- note taking purposes and things like that.  21 

You are a victim.  I have some paperwork I want to give you for 22 

victims of crime stuff that I'll read to you -- 23 

 MR. WAGLER:  Okay. 24 

 MR. KEETAN:  -- when we're all done.  Do you mind if I sit 25 
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down? 1 

 MR. WAGLER:  Sure, go ahead. 2 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay.  You want to sit down too? 3 

 MR. WAGLER:  Do you want more light or -- 4 

 MR. KEETAN:  No, no, I'm fine, sir.  Thank you very much.  5 

Like I said, I'm investigating the, the case report.  We have 6 

separate section as to when the crash, crash report, this is kind 7 

of a -- this is the biggest crash I've ever been on in 20 years.  8 

I'm glad you're okay and -- 9 

 MR. WAGLER:  Same here. 10 

 MR. KEETAN:  Yeah, I know.  And I'm glad I'm here to talk to 11 

you.  So and I'm glad you're here to talk to me.  And I remember 12 

you from the other day.  How are you? 13 

 MS. WAGLER:  Okay. 14 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay.  Good.  So basically, I just want to ask 15 

you some questions about the, the incident that happened last 16 

week. 17 

 MR. WAGLER:  Okay. 18 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 19 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Real quick, can we just identify 20 

everybody? 21 

 MR. KEETAN:  In the room is -- could you say your name? 22 

 MR. BARMEN:  Brad Barmen. 23 

 MR. KEETAN:  Rad Barman.  And who are you with, Mr. Barman? 24 

 MR. BARMEN:  Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard, and Smith.  I am 25 
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counsel for (inaudible). 1 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  And then your wife. 2 

 MS. WAGLER:  I'm his wife. 3 

 MR. KEETAN:  And what's your name, ma'am? 4 

 MS. WAGLER:  Ellen. 5 

 MR. KEETAN:  Ellen, nice to meet you, Ellen.  My name is 6 

Mike, Tim, you can call us Mike or Tim.  Do you have any questions 7 

or anything, or throughout the process, obviously, you can speak 8 

up, obviously, you can too. 9 

 MR. WAGLER:  I thought so. 10 

 MR. KEETAN:  And you can -- and you're Donald. 11 

INTERVIEW OF MR. DONALD WAGLER 12 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  13 

Q. And your name is, sir? 14 

A. Donald Ray Wagler. 15 

Q. Okay.  And what's your birthdate? 16 

A. . 17 

Q. Okay.  I got some preliminary stuff from you, your address 18 

and phone number. 19 

A. Okay. 20 

Q. The other day when I spoke to you. 21 

A. Okay. 22 

Q. So I just wanted to talk to you about the incident that 23 

happened on February -- or November 14th, last Tuesday, on 24 

Interstate 70 in Licking County. 25 
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A. Okay. 1 

Q. Could you tell me about your day that day?  Starting out.  2 

Like when you wake up, went to work, and this is pretty early in 3 

the morning. 4 

A. I live in Hartville. 5 

Q. Hartville.  What county is that in? 6 

A. Well, Hartville is in Lake Township. 7 

Q. Lake Township. 8 

A. My address is Harville, but I live in Portage -- or I live in 9 

Portage County, which is just -- 10 

Q. Just inside those limits. 11 

A. 200 feet from Lake Township. 12 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And then you started your day in Lake Township. 13 

A. Yes. 14 

Q. Okay. 15 

A. Well, actually -- 16 

Q. At your house. 17 

A. Yeah, at my house. 18 

Q. Okay. 19 

A. And I, I stopped at a gas station.  Got something to eat and 20 

headed to the office. 21 

Q. Okay. 22 

A. And did a pre-trip -- 23 

Q. Okay. 24 

 MR. BARMEN:  So the bus was at the office. 25 



8 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 MR. WAGLER:  The bus was at the office. 1 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  2 

Q. And where's, where's the bus office at? 3 

A. It was -- well, our mailing address is Millersburg, Ohio. 4 

Q. In Millersburg.  Okay. 5 

A. And -- 6 

Q. You do this every day? 7 

A. What? 8 

Q. You do this every day? 9 

A. Yeah. 10 

Q. Where you work? 11 

A. Yeah. 12 

Q. Okay.  So you went there, did a pre-trip.  What type of 13 

license do you have? 14 

A. I got a CDL. 15 

Q. CDL Class A? 16 

A. A. 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. Yeah. 19 

Q. And that's what's required to drive -- 20 

A. No.  A B is required. 21 

Q. Oh, for that type of bus.  Okay.  What kind of bus were you 22 

driving? 23 

A. It's a 57 passenger Van Hool. 24 

Q. Van Hool.  Okay.  And how long have you been driving a bus? 25 
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A. Since 2001. 1 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And you're all updated on medical cards and 2 

everything. 3 

A. Right.  Correct. 4 

Q. Okay.  And so you did your pre-trip, everything -- 5 

A. Well, I had to top off the antifreeze. 6 

Q. Top off the antifreeze.  Okay. 7 

A. Right.  And then -- 8 

Q. That's part of the pre-trip inspection? 9 

A. Right, yeah.  Check the oil, belts, you know, I walk around 10 

the bus make sure lights and everything work. 11 

Q. Okay.  And everything was in working order that you saw? 12 

A. Yes. 13 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 14 

Q. Do you drive the same bus most of the time? 15 

A. No. 16 

Q. Just whatever you can go to. 17 

A. It, you know, it's -- being the nature of the business -- 18 

Q. Mm-hm. 19 

A. You know, you don't necessarily get the same -- I mean, our 20 

company, anyway, we you know, you know, trips come in, trips go 21 

out, and so you know, it's just, you know, whatever bus is 22 

assigned. 23 

MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 24 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  25 
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Q. So when you got to work that day, did you already know -- 1 

A. I knew the day before because I had called in to check which 2 

bus I had. 3 

Q. Okay.  And then you knew the trip and where you were going. 4 

A. Right, yes. 5 

Q. And coming back to and whatever. 6 

A. Correct.  They emailed me a trip, you know, that trip 7 

schedule. 8 

Q. Okay.  And what was the schedule for that day? 9 

A. Take Tusky Valley band to the Columbus greater convention 10 

center for a -- the school, the school board association, I guess, 11 

or whatever it was, had a meeting at this convention center and 12 

they had asked them to perform a half hour -- 13 

Q. Okay. 14 

A. -- band show for, you know, Ohio, I guess.  Whatever it is. 15 

Q. Okay.  And then was it a day trip? 16 

A. A day trip, yes. 17 

Q. Okay.  So drop off, you would wait there. 18 

A. Yes. 19 

Q. And then pick them up. 20 

A. Correct. 21 

Q. Load them back up and -- 22 

A. Correct. 23 

Q. -- take them back to -- where did you pick them up at? 24 

A. At the high school. 25 
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Q. High school. 1 

A. Tusky Valley High School. 2 

Q. And that's the same drop off area, is the high school. 3 

A. Yes. 4 

Q. Okay. 5 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  6 

Q. And what time were you at the high school? 7 

A. Originally, they had wanted me there at -- my time was 8 

supposed to be there 6:15.  The band director had texted me and 9 

asked me if I could be there at 6. 10 

Q. Okay. 11 

A. He had texted me the day before, and I said, you know, I'll 12 

be there by 6 o'clock. 13 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 14 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  15 

Q. And then that's approximately when you got there, around 6? 16 

A. Yeah.  Right around 6 o'clock. 17 

Q. Okay.  And then when you -- 18 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  19 

Q. That was the only bus?  It was just the one bus. 20 

A. Correct. 21 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  22 

Q. So picked them up, how many -- do you know how many, how many 23 

passengers you had? 24 

A. Every seat was full.  I think it's 57. 25 
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Q. Okay.  And do they assign seats?  The school or do they have 1 

-- do you know, as far as you know? 2 

A. I, I don't know, I don't know. 3 

Q. Okay.  Your job is just to pick them up and take them -- 4 

A. Correct. 5 

Q. -- and then bring them back.  Okay. 6 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  7 

Q. Did you have to load equipment underneath? 8 

A. Correct.  Yeah.  It took, I'd say, 40 minutes, maybe, to load 9 

everything up. 10 

 MR. KEETAN:  It was  a lot of stuff.  All the band equipment. 11 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  12 

Q. Did you fill up the underneath? 13 

A. Yeah.  Everything was full.  14 

Q. Okay. 15 

A. Now, they did, you know, they load equipment up because I, 16 

you know -- 17 

 MR. KEETAN:  Heavy stuff and -- 18 

 MR. WAGLER:  Either that and it's their equipment. 19 

 MR. KEETAN:  Mm-hm. 20 

 MR. WAGLER:  You know, I don't want to -- 21 

 MR. KEETAN:  You don't want to be responsible for -- 22 

 MR. WAGLER:  Right. 23 

 MR. KEETAN:  -- like for damaging it or anything like that, 24 

or them claiming something.  That's understandable, I get it. 25 
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 BY MR. KEETAN:  1 

Q. So they, they put it in there, and then if there's any 2 

issues, you just fix it probably.  Is that correct? 3 

A. (No audible response.) 4 

Q. And then you guys got everything loaded, you left. 5 

A. Correct. 6 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  7 

Q. There's not like a, sorry, there's no -- you don't have like 8 

any kind of presentation that you have to give to the kids or 9 

anything. 10 

A. Yeah, we usually tell them, you know, hey, you know, this is 11 

the way the seats work. 12 

Q. Okay. 13 

A. Air and stuff. 14 

Q. Kind of like a flight attendant. 15 

A. Correct.  Yeah. 16 

Q. With the hand motions and everything. 17 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  18 

Q. Is there, the back, you said it's 57 passengers.  Is there a 19 

bathroom on the bus? 20 

A. Correct. 21 

Q. And that's in -- where is that at? 22 

A. The rear. 23 

Q. Okay.  Does it complete the whole rear or is it partial -- 24 

A. No. 25 
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Q. -- rear? 1 

A. There's three seats, and then the bathroom. 2 

Q. Okay.  So three seats from the back of the bus. 3 

A. Along the back of the bus. 4 

Q. Along the back of the bus.  Parallel to the bathroom.  Okay.  5 

So then you left, started driving toward Columbus then. 6 

A. Correct. 7 

Q. And what -- do you remember what route you took, by chance?   8 

Till you got to 70. 9 

A. I took 212 over to 77. 10 

Q. Okay. 11 

A. 77 South. 12 

Q. Okay. 13 

A. And then 70 West. 14 

Q. 70 West.  Okay.  Do you -- have you ever taken that route 15 

before? 16 

A. Yes. 17 

Q. Okay.  Often, or is that something that your bus -- 18 

A. You mean 77 to 70? 19 

Q. Yes, 77 to 70 -- 20 

A. Yes. 21 

Q. -- toward Columbus --  22 

A. Yes. 23 

Q. -- area? 24 

A. Yes. 25 
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Q. Okay.  So you've been on that road before. 1 

A. Correct. 2 

Q. Can you -- did you have a Garmin?  Do you have a Garmin GPS 3 

that you use? 4 

A. Yes. 5 

Q. Okay.  We have that. 6 

A. Okay.   7 

Q. So we -- 8 

A. Is it in one piece? 9 

Q. It's in one piece, yeah. 10 

A. Okay. 11 

Q. The bag that we -- we looked for a bag, Brad's counterpart 12 

had told us that there was a bag. 13 

 MR. BARMEN:  My understanding is you guys found like a lunch 14 

pail, a lunch box. 15 

 MR. KEETAN:  Yeah. 16 

 MR. BARMEN:  Or something.  That's the bag. 17 

 MR. KEETAN:  Lunch bag.  Okay. 18 

 MR. WAGLER:  It says Wagler outdoor on it. 19 

 MR. KEETAN:  Wagler outdoor. 20 

 MR. BARMEN:  It's got his passport and some other personal 21 

stuff in it.  We'd like to get our hands on that. 22 

 MR. KEETAN:  Yeah.  We'll make sure you get that. 23 

 MR. KEETAN:  Wagler outdoor is the lunch bag. 24 

 MR. BARMEN:  And I also understand you guys found phones. 25 



16 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 MR. KEETAN:  You think it -- I mean, there was like 30, there 1 

was a lot of phones that were, that were found.  What's the 2 

description of the phone? 3 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is it an iPhone? 4 

 BY MR. KEETAN: 5 

Q. Does it look just like that? 6 

A. Yeah. 7 

Q. It's an iPhone or an Android? 8 

A. Android. 9 

Q. Android. 10 

A. S23. 11 

Q. Android 23. 12 

A. I think it's S23. 13 

Q. S23, and what -- does it have a case or a -- 14 

A. It's case just like this. 15 

Q. Black case.  It looks just like that.  Is that a new one? 16 

A. Yeah. 17 

Q. That you replaced it with? 18 

A. Yeah.  I -- 19 

Q. Three camera lenses.  Okay.  I think the one that they found 20 

by the bus -- by the driver's seat area, they described as like a, 21 

probably a girl's. 22 

A. Okay. 23 

Q. Student's.  But we can -- I'll pass that information onto, 24 

I'll pass that information on and we'll look for it, and we'll get 25 
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that back and then when will you be going to the rehabilitation 1 

facility? 2 

A. (No audible response.). 3 

Q. You don't know.  Okay. 4 

A. It could be this week. 5 

Q. We'll get that to you.  Okay.  Okay.  If you're still here or 6 

-- all right.  So the phone number you gave me the other day is 7 

the same phone number that was attached to the other phone or 8 

what's your, what's your phone number? 9 

A. . 10 

Q. Nine, eight.  That's the one to the other phone and that 11 

phone? 12 

A. Yes. 13 

Q. Okay.  This is the replacement. 14 

A. Yes. 15 

Q. Okay.  So let's get back to the route.  So you're driving 70 16 

West.  Can you describe the weather conditions that morning? 17 

A. Clear. 18 

Q. Clear, okay. 19 

A. It was nice.  I mean -- 20 

Q. Okay.  And then the route. 21 

A. Visibility and everything was, was to my recollection, was -- 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

A. -- normal for a driving day. 24 

Q. Okay.  What was the road condition? 25 
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A. Clear. 1 

Q. Clear.  Okay. 2 

A. Yeah. 3 

Q. Was it wet or anything or any debris in the road/ 4 

A. No.  No. 5 

Q. Okay.  How was traffic?  Light, heavy, moderate, or just -- 6 

A. It was light, it was light until after I crested the hill and 7 

I seen the traffic up ahead.  I -- 8 

Q. Okay.  So after you, you were westbound on 70 in Licking 9 

County.  I don't know if you knew what county you were in, but 10 

that was Licking County, where the crash happened.  As you're 11 

driving up and you, you just said you kind of crested a hill.  It 12 

was pretty flat and straight through -- 13 

A. Yeah. 14 

Q. -- there.  So what did you see ahead of you? 15 

A. I seen stopped, either stopped or slowing traffic, so -- 16 

Q. Okay. 17 

A. -- I -- 18 

Q. And what lane were you in when you saw that? 19 

A. Right lane. 20 

Q. Okay.  You were in the right lane.  So what did you do? 21 

A. I slowed down. 22 

Q. As you approach. 23 

A. Yeah. 24 

Q. Okay. 25 
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A. I slowed down and I, you know, make sure that I was under 1 

control. 2 

Q. Okay.  Well, before you got hit, you -- were you slowing down 3 

with traffic? 4 

A. I was either -- 5 

Q. Or approaching traffic, or -- 6 

A. I was either slowed down or stopped. 7 

Q. Okay. 8 

A. Yeah, I, you know, everything happened so fast. 9 

Q. Sure.  Yeah. 10 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  11 

Q. Do you remember how many lanes there were at that time? 12 

A. I think there's, is it three lanes? 13 

Q. It's just a question.  I wasn't out there, so I -- 14 

A. Yeah.  I'm not sure. 15 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 16 

 MR. WAGLER:  I know part of that stretch was three lanes. 17 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 18 

 MR. WAGLER:  I don't know if that was three lanes. 19 

 MR. KEETAN:  I'll tell you that that particular part was two 20 

lanes. 21 

 MR. WAGLER:  Oh, as it two lanes? 22 

 MR. KEETAN:  Mm-hm. 23 

 BY MR. KEETAN:   24 

Q. And do you remember what lane you were in? 25 
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A. Right lane. 1 

Q. You were in the right lane. 2 

A. Yeah. 3 

Q. You were either slowed or stopped in traffic.  Was it both 4 

lanes slowed ahead of you that made you slow down? 5 

A. Yeah, I -- 6 

Q. If you didn't -- 7 

A. Both lanes were slowed. 8 

Q. If you didn't slow down or stop, what would have happened?  9 

You would have hit the other cars or -- 10 

A. I would have hit the traffic. 11 

Q. Okay.  So you had to slow down because traffic was slowed 12 

down. 13 

A. Correct, correct. 14 

Q. Do you know why the traffic was slowed down, by chance? 15 

A. No, I do not. 16 

Q. Okay.  So as you were slowing, do you know how fast you were 17 

going or how slow you got to, or if you did stop completely?  Or 18 

if you can't remember, that's okay. 19 

A. I can't remember. 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  22 

Q. It's, it's pretty normal for traffic on the interstate to 23 

slow down like that.  Right?  I mean, that's not the first time 24 

that that's ever happened. 25 
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A. Correct. 1 

Q. So and every other time when traffic slows down or stops in 2 

front of you, you react and slow down as well.  Right? 3 

A. Correct. 4 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 5 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:   6 

Q. Normal driving? 7 

A. Right. 8 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 9 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  10 

Q. And you were feeling fine that day?  11 

A. Yeah. 12 

Q. Do you have any health conditions or issues or anything? 13 

A. No. 14 

Q. That may -- okay.  So you slowed down or stopped, what 15 

happened then?  Do you remember? 16 

A. Well -- 17 

Q. What did, what did you see, hear, feel, or -- 18 

A. I, I -- 19 

Q. -- what happened? 20 

A. I felt a big slam on the brake.  I mean, I felt a big hit in 21 

the back. 22 

Q. Back, okay.  And then what happened? 23 

A. I seen the -- a truck in front of me. 24 

Q. Mm-hm. 25 
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A. And I think there was a red car that was there somewhere 1 

else, and so I took a sharp right. 2 

Q. Okay. 3 

A. To try to avoid the collision with the truck in front of me. 4 

Q. Okay. 5 

A. And -- 6 

Q. You tried to take evasive action, you swerved to the right. 7 

A. Right.  I swerved to the right and -- 8 

Q. Mm-hm. 9 

A. -- I was trying to avoid the truck and trailer, you know, in 10 

front of the bus, you know -- 11 

Q. Mm-hm. 12 

A. -- about a foot of it -- 13 

Q. Yeah. 14 

A. -- you know, hit the corner of that truck. 15 

Q. Okay.  And the, and the -- there was a car in between there, 16 

you said? 17 

A. Well -- 18 

Q. Or was there a red car somewhere, you said? 19 

A. Well, okay.  I, you know -- 20 

Q. Or do you remember? 21 

A. I don't really remember but I guess they said there was a red 22 

car. 23 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  So you got hit, you started to get pushed 24 

forward, and swerve to the right to avoid hitting what was in 25 
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front of you -- 1 

A. Right. 2 

Q. -- which you saw, the semi -- 3 

A. Correct. 4 

Q. -- trailer.  And then you said you hit about a foot or so. 5 

A. About a foot of my bus hit his at the corner. 6 

Q. Okay.  And then what happened then? 7 

A. First thing I did was, well, I mean, I you know, the, the 8 

left side of my bus peeled back. 9 

Q. Yeah. 10 

A. And you know, glass and everything fell out of the 11 

windshield. 12 

Q. Were you injured because of that contact? 13 

A. Huh? 14 

Q. Were you injured because of the contact at that point? 15 

A. Right.  correct. 16 

Q. What type of injuries did you get? 17 

A. I broke my leg, and you know -- 18 

Q. The left? 19 

A. -- from the knee down. 20 

Q. On your left?  You're pointing to your left leg. 21 

A. Left. 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

A. And lost my shoe that was on my foot. 24 

Q. Okay. 25 



24 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

A. And I, I knew right away, I looked down, I see my foot was 1 

broke, so I -- then I pushed the door button to open the door 2 

because it was air actuated. 3 

Q. Okay.  Did it, did the door open okay without assistance from 4 

anybody? 5 

A. Correct. 6 

Q. Were you trapped or pinned? 7 

A. No. 8 

Q. Okay.  Then what happened after you opened the door? 9 

A. I, you know, the band director was sitting right beside me, 10 

and she said everybody get out.  So you know, I waited until, you 11 

know, most of them got out because -- they were more important. 12 

Q. Yeah. 13 

A. You know, you're going to wait.  I looked back and I seen 14 

there was flames in the back of the bus. 15 

Q. Okay.  Was it filling with smoke and flames, you said, you 16 

saw?  Do you remember? 17 

A. I don't really remember the smoke.  But I seen flames and 18 

stuff coming from there. 19 

Q. Okay. 20 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  21 

Q. It was pretty instant? 22 

A. Yes. 23 

Q. Okay. 24 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  25 
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Q. So it's like would you say it was like simultaneous, as soon 1 

as you got -- you felt the bump and you got pushed forward, and it 2 

was pretty fast.  Correct? 3 

A. Pretty -- yeah. 4 

Q. And then, then, then you saw your foot.  You opened the door 5 

and saw flames. 6 

A. Correct. 7 

Q. Band director started getting people off the bus. 8 

A. Correct.  Well, she -- yeah she made an announcement.  9 

everybody get out. 10 

Q. Was that a male or a female? 11 

A. Female. 12 

Q. Okay.  Did you hear any, prior to being hit, struck in the 13 

rear, did you hear any like squealing or anything -- any braking 14 

or anything behind you?  Or do you have any idea what was going on 15 

behind you? 16 

A. I didn't.   17 

Q. Could you see -- 18 

A. I was paying attention to the front. 19 

Q. Okay.  So you didn't see anything in the mirrors or anything. 20 

A. No. 21 

Q. Coming at you -- 22 

A. No. 23 

Q. -- at a high rate of speed or anything like that.  Okay. 24 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  25 
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Q. Do you -- I mean, I know you didn't see it hit you, did you 1 

notice the other vehicles while you were driving that you passed 2 

at any point, or been passed by it, or you have no idea what 3 

actually hit you? 4 

A. I didn't know what hit me, no. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  7 

Q. So did it -- as far as you know, did everybody get off the 8 

bus as far as you know at the time? 9 

A. Yeah. 10 

Q. Okay. 11 

A. Yeah, I thought I was one of the last -- 12 

Q. Okay. 13 

A. -- people off the bus. 14 

Q. Did anybody come onto the bus while you were on the bus? 15 

A. Yeah.  There was, I mean, I -- 16 

Q. Well, did any -- anybody besides the passengers.  Did 17 

anybody, any like citizens or police, or anybody, emergency people 18 

come on the bus while you were there? 19 

A. Like I said, I didn't -- nobody in uniform that I seen -- 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. -- got on the bus. 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  24 

Q. Do you know if there was anybody in the bathroom at the time 25 
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of the crash? 1 

A. I do not know, no. 2 

Q. What did you do once you got off the bus?  And obviously, 3 

you're -- 4 

A. Well, I hobbled -- 5 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  6 

Q. Did you have help or did you get off the bus on your own? 7 

A. Well, I hobbled off, you know, by the arm rails down to the 8 

bus and then one of the people on the bus, you know, had a set of 9 

crutches and they said here, take one of my crutches.  So I was 10 

able to hobble off and away from the bus. 11 

Q. Okay.  When you got off the bus, did you ever return to the 12 

bus? 13 

A. No. 14 

Q. Did you see anybody go back onto the bus? 15 

A. I, I -- when I got off the bus, I laid on the grass -- 16 

Q. Okay. 17 

A. -- and someone, you know, just came along and said hey, you 18 

know, you need to get farther away and just grabbed me and dragged 19 

me. 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. Farther away. 22 

Q. Okay.  And then you probably -- did you wait for medical 23 

personnel to come in? 24 

A. Correct. 25 
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 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  1 

Q. So after, after the bus was hit and you were off, did you see 2 

the scene?  Like could you see what, what had happened?  Could you 3 

make sense of it or did -- 4 

A. Well, when I was -- after I hobbled off, I could see that 5 

there was, you know, fire at the back of the bus from the outside. 6 

Q. Okay. 7 

A. And there was a vehicle that had -- but I didn't -- 8 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  9 

Q. What kind of vehicle?  Do you remember? 10 

A. I just seen that the back of the bus was on fire and -- 11 

Q. Okay. 12 

A. -- there was a vehicle there. 13 

Q. Did you see the big semi? 14 

A. No. 15 

Q. You didn't.  Okay.  There was a lot of smoke and flames. 16 

A. Yes. 17 

Q. Did you have an idea of what hit you because of the impact?  18 

Did you have any -- 19 

A. I figured something, you know, big had probably hit me but -- 20 

Q. Yeah. 21 

A. -- I, you know, I knew something hit me. 22 

Q. Mm-hm. 23 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  24 

Q. Did you talk to anybody afterwards about it?  Like to anybody 25 
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that -- besides the students, I guess, that had come over to you?  1 

Nobody from the other vehicles came over to you? 2 

A. No.  I only talked to a trooper, and I think a medic.  A 3 

medic come running up. 4 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 5 

 BY MR. KEETAN:  6 

Q. They transport you to the hospital? 7 

A. Correct. 8 

Q. With -- in an ambulance or -- 9 

A. Correct. 10 

Q. Okay. 11 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 12 

Q. And you came straight here? 13 

A. CORRECT. 14 

Q. Okay. 15 

 MR. KEETAN:  All right. 16 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  17 

Q. Is there anything in your mind that you can think of that you 18 

could have done to prevent this? 19 

A. I don't think so. 20 

Q. I mean, I don't either, but I just -- 21 

A. Yeah, I -- 22 

Q. Do you think you're -- 23 

A. I had another car following me. 24 

Q. Yeah. 25 
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A. You know, that was part of the group, so -- 1 

 MR. KEETAN:  Yeah.  Yeah. 2 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  3 

Q. Did you know any of the people on the bus other than that you 4 

met them this morning or she had texted you the day before? 5 

A. Yep.  That was the only person that I, that I, you know, 6 

knew, other than, you know, that morning. 7 

Q. Right.  Okay. 8 

A. Hadn't previously done a trip for them. 9 

Q. You hadn't had any problems on the bus up to that point? 10 

A. No. 11 

Q. No.  How full do you think the compartment underneath was?  12 

You said it was -- 13 

A. Pretty full. 14 

Q. All right.  So you thought -- go ahead. 15 

A. I had a smaller compartment that I wasn't planning on using, 16 

but you know, they asked if they could use it.  17 

Q. Okay. 18 

 MR. KEETAN:  I saw it.  It was -- I was on the scene so it 19 

was -- the door was up, it was like you said, full of that big 20 

band equipment, stuff like that. 21 

 MR. WAGLER:  Yeah.  We pushed, you know, we -- I usually like 22 

to fill from one side. 23 

 MR. KEETAN:  Mm-hm. 24 

 MR. WAGLER:  For safety reasons on the curb side. 25 



31 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 MR. KEETAN:  Right, oh, absolutely. 1 

 MR. WAGLER:  And so, you know, they loaded that way and then 2 

they still had band clothes and stuff, so -- 3 

 MR. KEETAN:  Yeah. 4 

 MR. WAGLER:  -- went around the driver's side and opened up 5 

some bays to put -- 6 

 MR. KEETAN:  Put their clothes in there. 7 

 MR. WAGLER:  Yeah. 8 

 MR. KEETAN:  They had them like on hangars. 9 

 MR. WAGLER:  Right. 10 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:   11 

Q. As far as the company goes, the safety pre-walk that you do 12 

to precheck, is that like a paper thing, or is that just something 13 

you do, or -- 14 

A. You log it. 15 

Q. You said there is a log of it. 16 

A. Yeah.  Yeah. 17 

Q. That's on like a computer that's attached to the bus or -- 18 

A. Correct. 19 

Q. Okay.  So I don't know why we would need it, but if it's 20 

possible, you know, they probably want that. 21 

 MR. BARMEN:  We just made a huge submission today. 22 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Did you? 23 

 MR. BARMEN:  To NTSB. 24 

 MR. KEETAN:  Oh, did you.  Okay.  So, yeah, PUCO was out 25 
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there. 1 

 (Simultaneous speaking.) 2 

 MR. BARMEN:  They want -- they were asking me today if he had 3 

been taken for his post drug and alcohol.  Are you out of your 4 

mind asking me that question.  It's not like someone was driving 5 

him to the clinic.  He was here. 6 

 MR. KEETAN:  Right, right. 7 

 MR. BARMEN:  So anything you guys need, send me an email. 8 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 9 

 MR. BARMEN:  I know you got -- you've been dealing with 10 

Marcus in my office. 11 

 MR. KEETAN:  Yeah, yeah.  I'm kind of, on our end, we're 12 

doing the criminal portion regarding, you know, just statements 13 

and things like that and collecting that.  We have a crash 14 

reconstruction section, he's doing the whole crash recon part.  I 15 

have, like I said, I have some documents here for you for victims 16 

of crimes. 17 

 MR. BARMEN:  Do you guys know the name Josh Cheika? 18 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Chicka? 19 

 MR. BARMEN:  C-H-E-I-K-A. 20 

 MR. KEETAN:  I have not heard that name yet. 21 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I don't think. 22 

 MR. KEETAN:  C-H-E-I-K-A? 23 

 MR. BARMEN:  He's a witness you might want to talk to. 24 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay 25 
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 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay. 1 

 MR. KEETAN:  Do you have a phone number? 2 

 MR. BARMEN:  It's .  He was on the bus. 3 

 MR. KEETAN:  He was on the bus.  Okay. 4 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is that a student or -- 5 

 MR. KEETAN:  He was what? 6 

 MR. BARMEN:  He personally pulled a lot of people off that 7 

bus. 8 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 9 

 (Simultaneous speaking.) 10 

 MR. BARMEN:  What's that? 11 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Do you know if he was at the church 12 

when -- 13 

 MR. BARMEN:  I don't know.  He was a trucker going to the 14 

opposite direction.  He stopped, he ran across the highway. 15 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay. 16 

 MR. BARMEN:  And started pulling people off the bus. 17 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yeah, we'll want to talk to him. 18 

 MR. KEETAN:  Absolutely. 19 

 MR. BARMEN:  We ought to give that guy some type of citation. 20 

 MR. KEETAN:  Oh, absolutely.  Yeah.  We'll definitely get a 21 

hold of him, and it'll be documented.  We want to talk to 22 

everybody that was involved.  There was actually -- 23 

 BY MR. KEETAN:   24 

Q. Well, before we go any further, was there anything else you 25 
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want to add to anything you said today or anything you think we 1 

should have asked you?  Or anything you think we should know? 2 

A. I can't -- 3 

Q. Can't think of anything. 4 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Trooper Gates (phonetic) is going to 5 

give you his card, so if you do think about it later, I mean the 6 

way this is kind of working, I know you said NTSB.  All our 7 

investigations are oddly separate.  So you might have to submit -- 8 

or we might ask for something you've already submitted.  But -- 9 

 MR. BARMEN:  Whatever you guys need.  All you got do to is -- 10 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 11 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yeah. 12 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 13 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So -- 14 

 MR. BARMEN:  -- send me or Marcus an email. 15 

 MR. KEETAN:  I'm going to end the interview now unless you 16 

have anything else you want to add.  Or anything you think we 17 

should know, or anything you want to add. 18 

 MR. WAGLER:  (No audible response.) 19 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 20 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We can go off the record. 21 

 MR. KEETAN:  Okay. 22 

 MR. WAGLER:  All right.  My mind is still crazy. 23 

 MR. KEETAN:  I understand.  I understand. 24 

 (Whereupon, the interview was concluded.) 25 






