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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(5:05 p.m.) 2 

 MR. SNIDER:  This is Justin Snider, spelled J-u-s-t-i-n,  3 

S-n-i-d-e-r.  I'm senior highway accident investigator with the 4 

National Transportation Safety Board.  We are at Room 401 of 5 

OhioHealth Rehabilitation Center at 1087 Dennison Avenue, 6 

Columbus, Ohio.  It is 5:05 p.m.  The interview is for case 7 

HWY24MH001, which occurred near Etna, Ohio.  I intend to record 8 

this interview to best preserve the information being discussed 9 

today.     10 

 Do you consent to the recording of the interview?  Is that a 11 

yes? 12 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Yeah. 13 

 MR. SNIDER:  Okay.  Please say and spell your name for the 14 

record. 15 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Robert, R-o-b-e-r-t, S -- Scott, S-c-o-t-t, 16 

Wolverton, W-o-l-v-e-r-t-o-n. 17 

 MR. SNIDER:  And can you please provide current contact 18 

information?  Your address and telephone number. 19 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Well, my -- yeah, home address is  20 

, Heath, Ohio 43056.   21 

 MR. SNIDER:  And this interview is being conducted to learn 22 

more about Robert Wolverton's role as a driver during the crash 23 

being investigated.   24 

 And, ma'am, your information? 25 
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 MRS. WOLVERTON:  Linda.  Linda Wolverton.   1 

 MR. SNIDER:  Thank you.   2 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  I'm his wife. 3 

INTERVIEW OF ROBERT WOLVERTON 4 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 5 

Q. Can you just tell me about what happened that morning on the 6 

crash? 7 

A. Yes.  Tuesday morning, well, let's see, about 10 minutes till 8 

9, I was going towards -- coming towards Pickerington to meet a 9 

couple of my friends at the restaurant for breakfast.  There's an 10 

accident ahead of me. 11 

Q. Okay. 12 

A. And I stopped.  There's a semi in front of me.  So when I 13 

stopped, then all of a sudden that bus come up and just hit me 14 

like that doing 70, 75 mile an hour.   15 

Q. Okay. 16 

A. I was yelling for help and there's a semi truck next to me 17 

that's totally on fire that had batteries or something on it.  I 18 

said, you know, (indiscernible).  And there's a state, Ohio State 19 

Patrol trooper.  He heard me and he jerked -- pulled me out of the 20 

car. 21 

Q. Okay. 22 

A. Saved my life. 23 

Q. You started at your house that morning? 24 

A. Yeah. 25 
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Q. About how far away from the crash is your house? 1 

A. Oh, man.   2 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  Fifteen minutes.   3 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Yeah, at least 15 miles. 4 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 5 

Q. Okay.  So to get to the scene, how far -- you drive to 70.  6 

How far does it take you to get to 70 from your house?  Describe 7 

your route that you would drive.   8 

A. I take Route 79 to 70. 9 

Q. Okay.   10 

A. It's probably 10, 12 miles, somewhere around there. 11 

Q. Ten or 12 miles to --  12 

A. Yeah, to get 70, my house -- 13 

Q. To get to 70?   14 

A. -- to 70. 15 

Q. Okay.   16 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  Six miles to 70. 17 

 MR. SNIDER:  Six miles?   18 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  (Indiscernible). 19 

 MR. SNIDER:  Okay. 20 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  (Indiscernible). 21 

 MR. SNIDER:  And the total's about 15 miles or it's 15 miles 22 

on 70? 23 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  No.  To the accident itself would be about 24 

15 miles, because it's a loop, about 35 miles from our house to 25 
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where he was going to breakfast. 1 

 BY MR. SNIDER:   2 

Q. Okay.  That was my next question, is how much further would 3 

you have driven to go get breakfast?   4 

A. Yeah. 5 

Q. Do you know the place that you were going? 6 

A. It's called, I want to say Goose -- what's the name of it?  I 7 

know it's -- right there -- 8 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  I don't know the name of it. 9 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Scramblers. 10 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 11 

Q. Scramblers? 12 

A. Scramblers. 13 

Q. Okay.  Is that a normal thing, you meet up your friends to --  14 

A. Yeah.  Yeah. 15 

Q. -- to go get breakfast there? 16 

A. Yeah.   17 

Q. At what time were you going to meet them? 18 

A. Anytime after 9 -- 9:15, 9:30. 19 

Q. Okay.  As you came up on traffic, what was traffic like as 20 

you -- actually, as you drove towards where the crash actually 21 

happened, what was traffic like?  Do you remember? 22 

A. It was backed up because there was an accident in front of 23 

me. 24 

Q. Okay.  How far back was it backed up?  You were on the 25 
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freeway for a little while before that.   1 

A. I don't know, 15, 15 miles maybe. 2 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  No.  It was -- the accident, that other 3 

accident was about a mile in front of you.  It wasn't that far 4 

ahead. 5 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Yeah.   6 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  Is that what you were asking? 7 

 MR. SNIDER:  Yeah.   8 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 9 

Q. Just, you know, you got on the freeway several miles before 10 

that.  So the traffic wasn't backed up all the way to when you got 11 

on the freeway, right? 12 

A. No.   13 

Q. So what was traffic like before it started slowing down for 14 

that accident? 15 

A. Normal.   16 

Q. Normal flow of traffic? 17 

A. Normal flow, yeah. 18 

Q. Okay.  And then when you noticed traffic was backing up, 19 

what did -- did you end up -- you had to slow down? 20 

A. That's when I saw the semi stopped in front of me and that's 21 

when I stopped.    22 

Q. So it was already stopped when you --  23 

A. Yeah. 24 

Q. -- when you stopped behind it? 25 
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A. It was stopped, yeah.   1 

Q. Okay.  How long do you think you were stopped before you got 2 

hit by the bus? 3 

A. Maybe a couple of minutes.  I mean, it happened so fast.   4 

Q. A couple minutes?  Did you see the bus behind you before the 5 

crash? 6 

A. I just heard the impact.   7 

Q. Okay.  You didn't notice before -- did you notice passing the 8 

bus at any time? 9 

A. No. 10 

Q. No?  Or the other truck that was involved? 11 

A. No.  Uh-uh.  12 

Q. Okay.  And then you said you got pulled out of the car.  Can 13 

you describe that, how long you were there in the car and getting 14 

pulled out of the car for me? 15 

A. Maybe 5 to 10 minutes and the state trooper heard me. 16 

Q. Okay.  Did anybody else contact you in the car before the 17 

trooper did? 18 

A. No. 19 

Q. No?  Did you lose consciousness? 20 

A. No. 21 

Q. You were conscious the whole time? 22 

A. Yeah. 23 

Q. Okay.  And so you remember the state trooper pulling you out.  24 

How did he remove you from the vehicle? 25 
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A. He just grabbed me under the arms.  He (indiscernible) the 1 

driver's side door or -- the driver's side door, he jerked it open 2 

and he pulled me out. 3 

Q. Through the driver's side door? 4 

A. Yeah. 5 

Q. Okay.  So not through the passenger side, he opened your door 6 

and pulled you out that side? 7 

A. Yeah, because the front of the car was on fire.  8 

Q. Okay.  And then where did -- do you remember where he took 9 

you when he pulled you out of the --  10 

A. I was laying on the grass.  That's when they -- the squad was 11 

there and took me to the hospital. 12 

Q. Okay.  Do you remember how long you were there before the 13 

fire department or the ambulance --  14 

A. They were -- I mean, it was just a big accident, I mean, they 15 

were everywhere. 16 

Q. Yeah, I know there was a lot of them out there.  17 

A. Yeah.  Yeah.  So I was -- 18 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  The accident occurred about 10 till 9.  The 19 

EMT contacted me about 10 after 9 to tell me that they were 20 

transporting him, that he had been in an accident.  So I would say 21 

within that 20-minute timeframe.   22 

 BY MR. SNIDER:   23 

Q. So did -- were you able to give them Linda's phone number 24 

then? 25 
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A. Yeah. 1 

Q. Okay.  So you were able to provide that.  Did you have your 2 

cell phone with you? 3 

A. It was on the front seat. 4 

Q. Just sitting on the passenger seat? 5 

A. Yeah. 6 

Q. Okay.  And was it just sitting there off?  It wasn't being 7 

used for music or navigation or anything like that? 8 

A. No.  No, it was just sitting there on the seat. 9 

Q. Okay.  What was your -- how would you describe your, just 10 

your overall condition, your health, that morning before the 11 

crash? 12 

A. I was in a good mood and hungry, so I was heading for 13 

breakfast.   14 

     15 
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A. Usually 9, 9:15, 9:20, thereabouts. 22 

Q. Okay.  Is that when you would normally go to bed? 23 

A. Yes. 24 

Q. Is that when you went to bed on Monday night? 25 

Medical Discussion - Redacted
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 MRS. WOLVERTON:  8:30 to 9.   1 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  8:30 to 9, maybe.   2 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 3 

Q. You think 8:30 to 9.  What time did you wake up Tuesday 4 

morning? 5 

A. I usually wake up between 4:30 and 5.   6 

Q. Just naturally? 7 

A. Yeah.   8 

Q. Is that just -- has that been a habit for a while or --  9 

A. Yeah. 10 

Q. -- does that like go back to military days getting up early? 11 

A. Well, 911 we worked -- police department, we worked 12-hour 12 

shifts.   13 

Q. Okay.   14 

A. So that just screws your body all to hell.   15 

Q. Did you work nights or day shift? 16 

A. Six in the morning to 6 at night. 17 

Q. Okay.  I've gotten up early for work plenty and I don't 18 

naturally wake up that early.  19 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  Sometimes he worked every shift. 20 

 MR. SNIDER:  Yeah.   21 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  Swing shift, day shift, night shift, the 22 

last 3 years before they (indiscernible) day shift. 23 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 24 

Q. So you get up that early in the morning and do you get up at 25 
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night other than if you have to get up and go to the bathroom?  1 

You just sleep through the night? 2 

A. Just to go to the bathroom.   3 

Q. Do you feel rested when you get up? 4 

A. Yeah, after I go to the bathroom, go back to sleep.   5 

Q. Okay.  When you get up in the morning that early, I mean, you 6 

feel like you've had enough sleep?  Do you feel --  7 

A. Yeah.  I take naps though. 8 

Q. Okay.  The good thing about being retired.   9 

A. That's it. 10 

Q. So you get up that early, what do you do in the morning 11 

before you -- what did you do that morning before going to 12 

breakfast? 13 

A. Well, I get up and make some coffee and just pot around, pet 14 

the cats, and then when she wakes up, I make her fresh coffee. 15 

Q. Okay.  So you had coffee that morning and just hung out 16 

around the house before you left to go to breakfast? 17 

A. Um-hum. 18 

Q. Okay.  What did you do the Saturday, that day before -- or 19 

not Saturday.  Well, yeah, let's go back.  What did you do on 20 

Saturday before the crash; do you remember? 21 

A. Normal routine. 22 

Q. Is that just getting up in the morning and --  23 

A. Yeah, getting up, put birdseed out, flag out, stuff like 24 

that. 25 
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Q. Okay.  Do you put the -- run the flag up -- you got a flag 1 

pole in the yard you put up? 2 

A. Yeah.  It's on -- 3 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  It's on our house.   4 

 MR. SNIDER:  Okay, on the house. 5 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  It's on the house, yeah. 6 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 7 

Q. So that's part of your routine in the morning? 8 

A. Um-hum. 9 

Q. What time -- you got up early that day also? 10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. Just hang out around the house that day or did you go 12 

anywhere? 13 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  On Saturday? 14 

 MR. SNIDER:  Yeah. 15 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  I usually stay home.  I didn't go anywhere. 16 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  I don't remember what we did -- 17 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 18 

Q. Do you remember what time you went to bed?   19 

A. Usual time, 9, 9:30 --  20 

Q. Around 9? 21 

A. -- 9:15, yeah. 22 

Q. Okay.  Any naps? 23 

A. Yeah, I think I got one in there. 24 

Q. And what time do you think you got up on Sunday then? 25 
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A. About the same time. 1 

Q. Same time?  Early no matter what? 2 

A. That's right.   3 

Q. All right.  And you kind of do the same thing on Sunday? 4 

A. Um-hum. 5 

Q. So didn't leave to go do anything? 6 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  You went to church. 7 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Yeah, I went to church. 8 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 9 

Q. Went to church? 10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. How far is that away from your place? 12 

A. About --  13 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  About 30 miles. 14 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Thirty miles. 15 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 16 

Q. Thirty miles? 17 

A. Yeah. 18 

Q. Okay.  That's a bit of a drive.  What time do you go do that? 19 

What time did you go to church on Sunday? 20 

A. It starts at 10:30.  I'm usually there about 10 after or so.   21 

Q. Okay.  What time -- 22 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  No, you left -- you usually leave about 20 23 

of 10.  Church (indiscernible). 24 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Oh, yeah, (indiscernible). 25 
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 MRS. WOLVERTON:  So he (indiscernible). 1 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 2 

Q. Okay.  So you left 9:40ish to drive there, about 30 miles, 3 

and then hang out before the services start?  Okay.  And how long 4 

are you there usually?  Do you remember? 5 

A. They can last up to 2 hours or an hour and a half.   6 

Q. Okay. 7 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  You left a little bit early that day because 8 

that lady was there. 9 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Yeah, I left early that day, about 10, 10 

quarter after 12.   11 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 12 

Q. Quarter after 12 when you left Sunday?  Okay.  And do you 13 

head home from there? 14 

A. Yeah. 15 

Q. Go out anywhere else?  Just hang around the house? 16 

A. Hang around the house. 17 

Q. All right.  Get a nap in? 18 

A. Probably.   19 

Q. You go to bed the normal time on Sunday? 20 

A. Yeah. 21 

Q. And of course you took your medication -- you were taking 22 

your medication --  23 

A. Oh, yeah. 24 

Q. -- all those days, right?  And then on Monday you do anything 25 
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different? 1 

A. The normal stuff. 2 

Q. Got up early.  You go anywhere, go out anywhere Monday that 3 

you can remember? 4 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  I don't recall doing that. 5 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  No. 6 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 7 

Q. No?  You have any -- besides this, because obviously this is 8 

a pretty significant life event, but anything -- any big life 9 

events recently that alter mood or anything like that?  Stress or 10 

anything like that you deal with?  No?   11 

 Anything you can think of that I haven't asked just about the 12 

crash that might be important?   13 

A. I can't think of any.   14 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  It was a pretty day that day. 15 

 MR. SNIDER:  Yeah, it was.   16 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  It was a beautiful day.  And it was warm. 17 

 MR. SNIDER:  I did notice the weather was quite a bit nicer 18 

when I was here last time than it is now.   19 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Yeah. 20 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  Well, yesterday was particularly fine in 21 

(indiscernible) than Ohio's weather (indiscernible).  Today is 22 

(indiscernible). 23 

 MR. WOLVERTON:  Yeah. 24 

 MRS. WOLVERTON:  It was warm and he was wearing like a 25 
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flannel shirt and, yeah, it was beautiful. 1 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 2 

Q. Is it -- do you drive out that way around that time fairly 3 

often?  I mean, is it kind of a routine thing to go out there? 4 

A. It is, yeah, routine.   5 

Q. Would you say traffic stopping like that, is it kind of a 6 

normal thing in that time of day -- 7 

A. It seems like there's always accidents -- 8 

Q. -- for different events?   9 

A. It seems like there's always accidents on 70. 10 

Q. Okay.  So it's something to be expected as you're driving --  11 

A. Right. 12 

Q. -- driving along?  13 

A. Yeah.  14 

 MR. SNIDER:  I don't think I really have anything else at 15 

this point unless you guys think of -- something comes up that 16 

might be important.  I'll go ahead and end this at 5:28. 17 

 (Whereupon, at 5:28 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 18 
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