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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(2:38 p.m.) 2 

 MR. SNIDER:  This is Justin Snider, spelled J-u-s-t-i-n,  3 

S-n-i-d-e-r, senior highway accident investigator with the 4 

National Transportation Safety Board.  We are at 655 Metro Place 5 

South, Suite 200, in Dublin, Ohio.  Time is 2:38.  The interview 6 

is for case HWY24MH001, which occurred near Etna, Ohio.  I intend 7 

to record this interview to best preserve the information being 8 

discussed today.   9 

 Do you consent with recording of the interview? 10 

 MR. MARCHAL:  Yes. 11 

 MR. SNIDER:  Please say and spell your name for the record. 12 

 MR. MARCHAL:  Brandon Marchal, B-r-a-n-d-o-n, M-a-r-c-h-a-l.   13 

 MR. SNIDER:  And can you provide your contact information? 14 

 MR. MARCHAL:  Yes.  Cell phone number is .  Home 15 

address, , Wapak, Ohio 45895. 16 

 MR. SNIDER:  Thank you. 17 

 This interview is being conducted to learn more about Brandon 18 

Marchal's role as a driver during the crash being investigated.   19 

 And can you please introduce yourself, sir? 20 

 MR. ORLANDINI:  Sure.  I'm David Orlandini.  I am counsel for 21 

Brandon and his employer.   22 

 MR. SNIDER:  Thank you.   23 

INTERVIEW OF BRANDON MARCHAL 24 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 25 
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Q. Brandon, can you just start by describing your drive that 1 

morning?  Start with your -- when your day started, what you did 2 

to begin your day, and then take me through the accident on that 3 

morning.   4 

A. My day started at 4:30 that Tuesday morning.  Went to my 5 

truck, pre-tripped it, backed it out of the stall, went to the 6 

trailer, hooked to it, pre-tripped it, and by 20 minutes, 25 7 

minutes later, you know, on the road driving to Zanesville.  Got 8 

to Zanesville, got to the lot where I needed to drop my empty 9 

trailer.  I unhooked it, hooked to a loaded trailer, pre-tripped 10 

it, there for 15 minutes.  Got back on the road, got back on 70, 11 

started coming back towards Columbus.  Came into slow traffic.  I 12 

was in the right-hand lane, looked in my mirrors, checked around 13 

me.  I noticed -- I seen the bus.  Looked back forward, focused on 14 

traffic ahead of me.  Then got hit.  Pulled off to the right-hand 15 

side and came to a rest. 16 

Q. Okay.  Let's go back and I'm going to ask you to kind of 17 

flesh out a couple details just from that morning.  You started at 18 

4:30.  Was that at your house you started at 4:30 or is that when 19 

you started --  20 

A. That's when I clocked in. 21 

Q. That's when you clocked in? 22 

A. Um-hum. 23 

Q. Okay.  When did you get up to get to work that morning? 24 

A. About 3:30.   25 
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Q. 3:30?   1 

A. Um-hum. 2 

Q. So you're about an hour away from the yard or --  3 

A. No, I'm about 10 minutes from the yard. 4 

Q. Okay.   5 

A. I just -- routine.   6 

Q. So what's your routine in the morning when you wake up?  Do 7 

you eat breakfast or --  8 

A. Wake up, I get my lunch together, take care of the dogs, just 9 

kind of slowly -- you know, coffee. 10 

Q. Okay.  So you get all that stuff done, 10-minute drive to the 11 

yard.   12 

A. Yeah. 13 

Q. And then you said you pre-tripped the truck.  Can you kind of 14 

describe to me what your pre-trip process is?  What do you do to 15 

make sure the truck's ready to go for the day? 16 

A. First thing, pop the hood, check the oil, antifreeze, no 17 

visible leaks.  Check tires, make sure the lights all work, air 18 

pressure's built up.  Then I back it out of the stall. 19 

Q. Okay.  When you look at the tires, what are you looking for 20 

on tires? 21 

A. Make sure they're not flat.   22 

Q. Okay.   23 

A. Nothing's missing, studs, looking at lug nuts.   24 

Q. Do you do a -- do you like actually check pressures on them 25 
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or is that a visual kind of like looking for --  1 

A. I use a hammer. 2 

Q. You use a hammer? 3 

A. Yeah.  Beat on the tire. 4 

Q. Okay.  Is it like one of those tire -- is it like more of a 5 

bat or is it actually --  6 

A. No, I --  7 

Q. -- a hammer that you use? 8 

A. It's a 2-pound mini sledge. 9 

Q. Okay.  And what is it that tells you -- so when you're using 10 

that device to check air pressures, what does that -- what's an 11 

indication of a good tire versus a bad tire for you? 12 

A. You can tell by the sound and how the hammer reacts back. 13 

Q. Okay.  So kind of the echo and --  14 

A. Yeah. 15 

Q. Have you had an opportunity to like compare your -- like your 16 

findings as you're doing this to actual like measured values to 17 

kind of see what the -- where the threshold is, kind of a cutoff 18 

for a good tire or bad tire? 19 

A. No. 20 

Q. Okay.  So that's just your experience checking that? 21 

A. Yes. 22 

Q. Okay.  Is that a method that you learned in training to 23 

become a commercial driver or --  24 

A. It's a method I come up on my own. 25 



8 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

Q. Okay.  And then you said you check -- you pop the hood, so 1 

you're checking the oil.  Is that like with a dipstick? 2 

A. Yes. 3 

Q. Okay.  And then, and everything -- that was good on the truck 4 

that morning? 5 

A. Yes. 6 

Q. And then you checked the other fluid, you said --  7 

A. Antifreeze. 8 

Q. Antifreeze, and that was good on the truck.  How do you check 9 

the lighting on the truck? 10 

A. Turn the four-ways on, headlights are on, marker lights are 11 

on.  Just do a walkaround. 12 

Q. Okay.  So you're actually physically walking around the 13 

outside of the truck with all that stuff on to make sure all your 14 

lighting -- and all that was good on that --  15 

A. Yes. 16 

Q. -- on that day?  Okay.  And so your truck and the trailer 17 

were disconnected.  You said you had an empty trailer --  18 

A. Yeah. 19 

Q. -- that morning that you picked up at the yard? 20 

A. Yes. 21 

Q. Okay.  So -- and what kind of trailer was that?  Was that a 22 

van type trailer also? 23 

A. Fifty-three foot van trailer. 24 

Q. Okay.  So you backed up the tractor to that and picked it up? 25 
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A. Correct. 1 

Q. Did you have anybody -- was anybody helping you or you 2 

just -- you're in the yard yourself doing --  3 

A. I was by myself. 4 

Q. Okay.  So you back up to it, hook it up.  What's your pre-5 

trip for the tailer to check that it's okay? 6 

A. I check, you know, the lights, the coupling fit for the 7 

plate, landing gear, same procedure on the tires with the hammer, 8 

four-ways are on, taillights, marker lights are on.   9 

Q. Okay.   10 

A. The cargo, it's barrels, put the -- make sure the load lock 11 

was in.  Then I'll close, you know, I'll close the doors. 12 

Q. Okay.  You said load lock, is that just a -- like a bar that 13 

goes across the inside of the van to --  14 

A. Correct. 15 

Q. -- to kind of hold stuff in there? 16 

A. Um-hum. 17 

Q. And empty barrels, is that the same type of barrels that you 18 

were hauling at the time of the crash? 19 

A. Correct. 20 

Q. Do you basically haul the same load all the time or is it 21 

different stuff? 22 

A. The same.  The same load, just the ratio may be different. 23 

Q. Okay.  And do you drive the same truck every day or is it 24 

a -- like it's just a fleet truck that you're assigned to? 25 
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A. It's a fleet truck you're assigned to, yes. 1 

Q. Okay.  When do you know what truck you're driving for the 2 

day? 3 

A. I normally know by 4 o'clock when the dispatcher has 4 

everything in. 5 

Q. Okay.  So you show up, you show up at the yard to start 6 

getting your stuff ready to go, your dispatcher tells you what 7 

truck you're driving for the day.  Do you kind of have an idea 8 

what your run is going to be for the day or is it pretty much the 9 

same? 10 

A. I know pretty much a week in advance.   11 

Q. Okay. 12 

A. Two days in advance what the week's going to be, yeah.   13 

Q. All right.  What time -- do you show up at the same time 14 

every day? 15 

A. No.   16 

Q. So depending on what that run's going to be? 17 

A. Correct. 18 

Q. Okay.  What's the typical range for like your start times? 19 

A. Start time's 4 o'clock and the latest route's 10 that starts. 20 

Q. Okay.  So you're working within a 6-hour window from start to 21 

when you would actually start driving, thereabouts?  Is that --  22 

A. I guess the way I took the question is we got guys that start 23 

4 and we got guys will start 10, between that time span. 24 

Q. Okay.  Do you start anywhere in there, though, during your -- 25 
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like during a typical workweek, will you start at 4 one day and 1 

then later another day or is it pretty much consistent? 2 

A. It's pretty consistent. 3 

Q. Okay.  Yeah, and I just -- I know some of these questions 4 

probably seem completely irrelevant to you when I'm asking them, 5 

but, you know, some drivers drive like opposite shifts and so I'm 6 

just trying to clarifying what type of shift you're, you know, 7 

you're working.  So it sounds fairly consistent morning drives. 8 

A. Um-hum. 9 

Q. So you pick up the empty trailer and then you drive it down 10 

to Zanesville, then you stop.  Is that where you always go to pick 11 

these loads up? 12 

A. Yes. 13 

Q. Because you drive -- you drop the empty trailer off there.  14 

And you said that's about an hour?  Or -- 15 

A. It's a 3-hour --  16 

Q. Three hour. 17 

A. -- it's over a 3-hour drive. 18 

Q. Okay.  All right.  So 3 hours from where you're at, because 19 

you're northwest of this; is that right? 20 

A. Yes. 21 

Q. Okay.  So you're kind of driving southeast from your location 22 

to Zanesville.  And then you do the same pre-trip inspection?   23 

A. Yes. 24 

Q. Check the tires again, lights on --  25 



12 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

A. Lights. 1 

Q. -- on that trailer? 2 

A. Um-hum. 3 

Q. So was it around 8 or so when you get there or what time do 4 

you think you were --  5 

A. About 7:30ish. 6 

Q. Okay.  By the time you get there or when you're done? 7 

A. When I'm done. 8 

Q. And do you have to interact with anybody there or you just --  9 

A. No. 10 

Q. -- you know what trailer you're picking up and you just you 11 

go do the hookup process? 12 

A. Yep. 13 

Q. Okay.  What's that -- I think you gave me an estimate.  So, 14 

what, maybe --  15 

A. About 15 minutes. 16 

Q. -- 15 minutes?  Okay.  So 15 minutes, then you get back on in 17 

traffic.  Is there any -- what route do you take from when you 18 

pick up your truck in the morning to Zanesville? 19 

A. So we come down State Route 25A to State Route 274, over to 20 

33, State Route 33 ramp down to Columbus.  I come 270 south to 70 21 

and go through downtown.   22 

Q. Okay.   23 

A. 70 all the way to Zanesville to Airport Road, Exit 360.  It's 24 

on the east side of Zanesville.  Get off the exit, drop down on 25 
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State Route 40, go another 5 miles and we turn onto country, two 1 

country roads to get back to it.   2 

Q. Okay. 3 

A. Then -- go ahead. 4 

Q. And then where is your destination with that load? 5 

A. The loaded load? 6 

Q. Yeah. 7 

A. Back to Wapakoneta.   8 

Q. Okay.  So you're basically driving from -- and I'm just going 9 

to murder the name of your town, I apologize, so --  10 

A. Say Wapak.   11 

Q. So you're driving basically from there through Columbus, out 12 

to Zanesville, Zanesville back through Columbus, kind of -- you 13 

just follow the opposite route --  14 

A. Yes. 15 

Q. -- and then back home?  And then you drop the -- do you just 16 

drop that loaded trailer there? 17 

A. Yeah.  We got a spot for that loaded trailer. 18 

Q. Okay.   19 

A. Then park the truck and I'm done. 20 

Q. And then your next day you pick up an empty trailer again; is 21 

that kind of --  22 

A. Yes.  23 

Q. -- the process?  Okay.  Good.  Got a picture of it.   24 

 So on the morning, on that Tuesday morning, you picked up the 25 
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trailer, you got a couple mile drive to get back to 70; is that 1 

right? 2 

A. Yes. 3 

Q. Okay.  So you get back to 70, what's the drive like from 4 

there once you've started your trip with your loaded trailer? 5 

A. Once I got back on 70, traffic was flowing, light, not much 6 

going on.   7 

Q. Did you come up to any -- did you hit any construction or 8 

anything on the 70? 9 

A. There was construction in Zanesville -- 10 

Q. Okay.   11 

A. -- and there was nothing.   12 

Q. So you did go through that? 13 

A. Yes.   14 

Q. Okay.  So that was -- was that west of town then? 15 

A. Somewhat middle of town to the west. 16 

Q. Okay.  And was there a traffic -- was there like a lane 17 

restriction or anything when you went through that? 18 

A. They had the lanes slipped -- lanes moved over.  It said for 19 

the trucks to use the left lane. 20 

Q. Okay.   21 

A. But they had it condensed down.   22 

Q. So when you said it's moved over, was it still two lanes 23 

there? 24 

A. Yes. 25 
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Q. And it was just, the lanes were just shifted? 1 

A. Correct. 2 

Q. Okay.  So trucks had to use the left lane going through it 3 

but there was no -- didn't think there was big slowdown or 4 

anything? 5 

A. No. 6 

Q. And then from there, how was traffic to the accident site? 7 

A. Moderate.  I mean, flowing nice.   8 

Q. Okay.  You're used to driving this all the time.  Was it 9 

pretty typical of your trips that you take around that time in the 10 

morning? 11 

A. Yes. 12 

Q. In your trips out there, do you often come up to slowing and 13 

stopped traffic that you have to deal with? 14 

A. Coming into Columbus, yes. 15 

Q. Okay.  So it's kind of expected that traffic's going to slow 16 

down just because it's -- you're kind of commute hours; is that --  17 

A. Commute rush hour.   18 

Q. Okay.  So you're not surprised when you see traffic slowing 19 

down in front of you, then? 20 

A. Right. 21 

Q. How far back do you think you were from that kind of the end 22 

of the traffic queue when you noticed that you were going to have 23 

to slow down for that traffic? 24 

A. I am guessing 100 to 175 yards.   25 



16 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

Q. Okay, yards.   1 

A. Yeah, a football field and a half. 2 

Q. Okay.  And what was your cue that traffic was slowing down do 3 

you think? 4 

A. Brake lights.  I saw brake lights. 5 

Q. Brake lights.  In both lanes or just your lane? 6 

A. Yeah, both lanes. 7 

Q. And were you in the right lane at that time? 8 

A. I couldn't -- I don't know. 9 

Q. Do you typically drive in both lanes or do you like pick a 10 

lane and stay in it? 11 

A. I tend to drive both lanes.  It all depends if I know where 12 

my exit's at or what I'm doing. 13 

Q. Okay.  What traffic's like? 14 

A. Right. 15 

Q. What would you say your speed was as you came up on the 16 

slowed traffic? 17 

A. Are you wanting it from the time I saw brake lights? 18 

Q. Just as you were driving up to -- you know, as you're driving 19 

down 70 towards the accident scene, before you start slowing down, 20 

what do you think your speed was? 21 

A. I'm thinking I was doing 70 when I saw brake lights. 22 

Q. Okay.  Do you set the cruise control or --  23 

A. Yes. 24 

Q. You do use cruise control?  Okay.  So you had the cruise 25 
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control set.  Is that truck an automatic or -- 1 

A. Yes. 2 

Q. -- manual?   3 

A. Automatic. 4 

Q. It's auto.  Okay.  So you've got the cruise control set, you 5 

see brake lights, decide you have to slow down.  What do you do to 6 

slow the vehicle down? 7 

A. I just take it out of cruise control and lightly apply 8 

brakes. 9 

Q. So do you have to manually turn off cruise control or does 10 

the brake pedal override? 11 

A. The brake pedal overrides. 12 

Q. Okay.  So when you start applying pressure to the brake 13 

pedal, cruise control turns off, you start slowing down.  How 14 

would you characterize your slowing for the traffic?  Was it just 15 

like a normal bringing the truck to a stop or did you have to kind 16 

of brake hard to get to --  17 

A. I was bringing it down normal though.   18 

Q. Okay.  So you noticed -- you'd say you noticed it far enough 19 

back to slow just typically with traffic? 20 

A. Yeah. 21 

Q. Not having ABS activate or anything like that, right? 22 

A. Um-hum. 23 

Q. Okay.  And we've obviously seen the video of just the moments 24 

prior as you're slowing down.  It looks like you're going pretty 25 
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slow there.  I think the speed on the video showed like 8 or 10, 1 

if I remember. 2 

A. I think it's 10.   3 

Q. Ten.  It looked like you were going slower than that just 4 

from what -- I know there's probably a delay there.   5 

A. There is a delay with that.  I don't know the delay between 6 

the actual speed and its registering in the software, but --  7 

Q. Yeah.  And we'll look into what that is where it's getting 8 

the speed, but -- at the time, was traffic still slowing or do you 9 

think it was kind of picking up at the time that video starts? 10 

A. I don't know.  I just noticed the slowing.  11 

Q. Okay.  And how long do you think, once you kind of arrived at 12 

that position in the video, had you been -- well, it's a terrible 13 

question.  How long when you reached, after you kind of reached 14 

that traffic queue, the end of the traffic queue that we can see 15 

in the video, was it before what you remember when you got hit? 16 

A. Are you wanting like what I'm thinking timewise? 17 

Q. Yeah.  I mean, you came up on traffic, obviously we didn't 18 

get -- we can't see yet that whole kind of progression as you came 19 

up on traffic.  As you slowed down to within 10 miles an hour or 20 

so of -- did you ever come to a complete stop? 21 

A. I did not. 22 

Q. Okay.  So would you say the speed that is represented on that 23 

video, is that the slowest speed that you kind of achieved? 24 

A. Yes. 25 
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Q. Did the crash happen pretty much like right as you reached 1 

that speed or had you kind of slowed down and maintained kind of a 2 

more or less a steady speed from that point before you were hit? 3 

A. I'm going to say I was slowed down doing the 10 miles an hour 4 

when I got hit. 5 

Q. Okay.  But was it like momentary 10 miles an hour or had you 6 

been like a couple seconds at that speed and then get hit? 7 

A. That I don't know. 8 

Q. If you can think of a better way to phrase -- I know what I'm 9 

trying to get. 10 

 MR. ORLANDINI:  Yeah.  The only thing is -- how long do you 11 

think you were driving at 10 miles per hour before you were hit?  12 

Do you know? 13 

 MR. MARCHAL:  I was to say about -- just my guessing is 2 14 

minutes at the most. 15 

 BY MR. SNIDER: 16 

Q. Two minutes?   17 

A. Yeah.  I mean, I was already moving slow.   18 

Q. Okay.  So you were there for a while in that traffic then? 19 

A. Yes. 20 

Q. So what we see in the video is definitely not you coming to 21 

or reaching that slowed speed.  You're saying you had already 22 

braked, reached the slow traffic speed, and you were kind of just 23 

progressing for up to 2 minutes? 24 

A. Yes. 25 
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Q. And then you got hit? 1 

A. Yes.   2 

Q. Okay.  That's what, that's what I want to know.  That's what 3 

I was getting at.  So it's not like you just slowed down and then, 4 

bam, you got hit.  You had slowed -- slow traffic for a little 5 

while.   6 

A. For a little bit, yeah. 7 

Q. Do you -- could you estimate about how much distance you had 8 

covered in that time on -- so you slowed to the speed of the 9 

traffic queue, 10 miles an hour or so.  Do you know about how far 10 

you had traveled in that time that -- that minute or so in the 11 

time before you got hit? 12 

A. Not really, no.   13 

Q. Okay.  And I realize you would have had no reason to keep 14 

track of this until the truck gets hit, so -- in other words, you 15 

might even want to kind of go back and see more of that, too.   16 

 So what alerted you -- and we can see in the video, but what 17 

alerted you that something had happened?  What was your kind of 18 

sensation? 19 

A. When I got hit from behind. 20 

Q. You could tell something had happened? 21 

A. Yeah. 22 

Q. Just because you kind of felt the push from the back or did 23 

you hear something? 24 

A. I -- the push and the sound simultaneously. 25 
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Q. Okay.  You had said earlier that you saw the bus behind you 1 

earlier. 2 

A. Correct. 3 

Q. About how far back do you think it was? 4 

A. When I started seeing the brake lights come on, that's when I 5 

looked back and seen the bus was behind me.   6 

Q. Okay.  Had it been behind you for a while? 7 

A. No.  When I got on the 70, I kind of -- you know, was running 8 

together.  9 

Q. Okay.   10 

A. He was in front of me for the longest time.  Then he got 11 

behind some slow traffic and I got in the left lane to get around.  12 

Then after that, then he was behind me. 13 

Q. Okay.  And then were you kind of running the same speed again 14 

at that point? 15 

A. Yes.   16 

Q. So you guys are kind of together with your truck in front and 17 

you don't remember like what the spacing was? 18 

A. No. 19 

Q. No reason to pay attention to how far back, you just knew 20 

from seeing him earlier.  Is that kind of -- recognized the 21 

vehicle? 22 

A. Yes. 23 

Q. Did you see any other vehicles between or around you, between 24 

your truck and the bus that you remember? 25 
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A. No. 1 

Q. Okay.  And so would you say he -- that bus slowed down about 2 

the same, kind of same rate as you had? 3 

A. I can't answer.  I don't know.   4 

Q. All right.   5 

A. Because I was --  6 

Q. Because you're paying attention to what's in front of you? 7 

A. Yes. 8 

Q. Okay.  Fair enough.  So you're looking out the front of the, 9 

the front windshield when you feel a big push and realize 10 

something had happened.  What did you do once you realized you 11 

were -- you had been hit? 12 

A. Got off the right-hand side right away. 13 

Q. Okay.  So you drove the truck to the shoulder? 14 

A. Yeah.  I operate -- you know, controlled it over to the 15 

shoulder, yes. 16 

Q. Okay.  And then what did you do after that? 17 

A. Applied the brakes and let it set. 18 

Q. So you set the parking brake? 19 

A. Yeah. 20 

Q. Did you stay in the truck for a while or get out --  21 

A. No, I got out. 22 

Q. -- and see what was going on? 23 

A. I got out when I saw in my side mirror there's a fire on the 24 

bus.  I jumped out bringing a fire extinguisher with me.   25 
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Q. Is that the first time you realized that the bus was involved 1 

in the crash or had you seen it --  2 

A. That was my first time seeing the bus after being hit. 3 

Q. Okay.  And what did you see as far as what's your 4 

recollection of what was going on with the bus and other vehicles 5 

at the scene? 6 

A. What I saw was the kids getting off, the bus driver still 7 

sitting in the seat, and the fire in the back. 8 

Q. Were the kids getting off the bus already when you got out of 9 

the truck? 10 

A. Yes. 11 

Q. And how long do you think it took you to get from the 12 

driver's seat back to see that? 13 

A. Less than a minute. 14 

Q. Okay.  So other than setting the parking brake on the truck, 15 

making sure it wasn't in gear, you didn't -- you weren't just 16 

sitting up there, you kind of said that -- 17 

A. Right. 18 

Q. -- got out and walked back to see what was going on.  And by 19 

that time kids are already --  20 

A. Coming off. 21 

Q. -- getting off the bus.  And where were they going; do you 22 

remember? 23 

A. They were going up on the -- up in the side ditch on the 24 

right-hand side up along the boundary fence. 25 
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Q. Okay.  Closer to where you truck is, so kind of west of the 1 

bus? 2 

A. Yes. 3 

Q. All right.  Did you go back there at all and contact anybody 4 

at the bus or --  5 

A. No. 6 

Q. You just waited to get contacted? 7 

A. Um-hum. 8 

Q. How long do you think you were there before somebody from law 9 

enforcement or paramedics contacted you? 10 

A. At least an hour and a half. 11 

Q. An hour and a half you were there? 12 

A. Yeah. 13 

Q. Okay.  Before anybody talked to you from emergency services? 14 

A. Correct.  Their whole focus is on the kids in the bus. 15 

Q. Okay.  All right.  Let's go back a little bit, a little bit 16 

before.  We usually want to get about a 3-day window before, just 17 

to see what's going on as far as how many hours worked, slept, 18 

what you're up to before.  So that would take us back to Saturday 19 

morning.  Did you work on Saturday? 20 

A. No, I did not. 21 

Q. So that was a day off? 22 

A. Correct. 23 

Q. When was your last day before that that you worked? 24 

A. It was probably that Friday morning. 25 
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Q. Okay.  so you worked Friday.  Is it normally like a Monday to 1 

Friday workweek for you? 2 

A. Yeah. 3 

Q. Okay.  So you worked Friday and then Saturday morning you had 4 

your first day off for the weekend? 5 

A. Um-hum. 6 

Q. Take me -- just kind of summarize your day for me.  What did 7 

you do that day? 8 

 MR. ORLANDINI:  You talking on Saturday? 9 

 MR. SNIDER:  Saturday. 10 

 MR. ORLANDINI:  Okay.  All right. 11 

 BY MR. SNIDER:   12 

Q. Yeah.  Like what time did you get up in the morning? 13 

A. I get up -- kids wake me up 6:30, 7 o'clock wanting 14 

breakfast.  Get myself dressed, go out.  I farm also.   15 

Q. Okay. 16 

A. So get my stuff together, check over my farm equipment.  17 

We're, you know, going through harvest.  And --  18 

Q. What do you farm? 19 

A. Grain. 20 

Q. Grain?   21 

A. Corn and beans.   22 

Q. Okay.   23 

A. Then I go get started harvesting till about 8:30, 9 o'clock 24 

at night, call it a day.   25 
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Q. So you're up at 6:30 and then work till 8:30, 9 on your farm? 1 

A. Yeah. 2 

Q. How big of a farm is it? 3 

A. We do about 12-, 1300 acres. 4 

Q. Wow.  Okay.  And is it all you that --  5 

A. No. 6 

Q. -- does it or do you have people helping you out? 7 

A. There's a guy I help out. 8 

Q. Okay.  So you were doing harvesting at the time? 9 

A. Yes. 10 

Q. So you check on your equipment.  Are you doing any 11 

maintenance or anything on your tractors or --  12 

A. Some maintenance, you know, checking fluids, oil, antifreeze, 13 

you know, just normal pre-trip stuff we'd do a truck. 14 

Q. Okay.  And then you're just out in the fields.  Are you 15 

driving a tractor, doing a bunch of different stuff, or what would 16 

you kind of classify your day?  Is it --  17 

A. Be running a combine, driving tractor, just basically 18 

bouncing all over.   19 

Q. Okay.  Do you stop for breaks during that time and have lunch 20 

or is it like work through the day and --  21 

A. We'll stop, you know, 5, 10 minutes for lunch, you know. 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

A. Or, you know, if we get a slow time where we can stop the 24 

combine, you know, get out and walk around, make sure there's 25 
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nothing out of the ordinary. 1 

Q. And is this kind of all your weekends right now during 2 

harvest time or like is this what --  3 

A. It was then, but now we're done, so --  4 

Q. Okay.  So you're kind of time rushed, you know, you have the 5 

time available, you got to go out there and work it? 6 

A. Yes, it's -- yeah. 7 

Q. So you got done about -- around 9 o'clock that night. 8 

A. Yeah. 9 

Q. And you're out there pretty much the whole day except for a 10 

couple breaks for lunch. 11 

A. Right. 12 

Q. And then what do you do -- now you're off, you got to put the 13 

tractor away and get everything -- 14 

A. Tractor away and just kind of, you know, close -- shut things 15 

down, lock things up.  And the grain bins were full, so we didn't 16 

do anything on Sunday. 17 

Q. Okay.  So Sunday you had off. 18 

A. Sunday --  19 

Q. What time do you think you got to bed Saturday? 20 

A. Ten-thirty. 21 

Q. Okay.  So you're up an hour and a half or so.  Do you eat 22 

again or anything or just -- you're tired and --  23 

A. Maybe grab a snack. 24 

Q. -- shower and go to bed? 25 
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A. Yeah. 1 

Q. All right. 2 

A. Like the kids. 3 

Q. I know the feeling.  Ten-thirty, and then what time do you 4 

get up Sunday? 5 

A. Seven-thirty on Sunday. 6 

Q. How do you sleep typically?  Do you sleep well or does it 7 

take anything to help you sleep like any supplementals or anything 8 

like that -- 9 

A. No supplementals. 10 

Q. -- medications? 11 

A. I sleep pretty solid through the night. 12 

Q. Okay.  No CPAP or anything like that?  You can -- you 13 

sleep -- you wake up in the middle of the night ever? 14 

A. No.  Not unless the kids -- 15 

Q. Or typically?  Just the kids? 16 

A. Yeah. 17 

Q. All right.  No bathroom breaks or anything like that or --  18 

A. No. 19 

Q. So you get up in the morning and then what do you -- what's 20 

your day like Sunday? 21 

A. Make -- you know, start to make kids breakfast.  We all get 22 

ready and go to church. 23 

Q. Okay.  How far is that from your place? 24 

A. About 10 minutes. 25 



29 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

Q. Ten minutes? 1 

A. Yeah.   2 

Q. Okay.  So you go to church.  How long is --  3 

A. We get out of there 10:30, so we're back home by 10:45, 11. 4 

Q. Okay.  Eat lunch then or --  5 

A. Yeah, eat lunch, fight with the kids, wife marching orders.   6 

Q. All right.  What did you do the rest of the day?  Did you 7 

have a game on or anything or --  8 

A. Yeah, we watched the Browns.  9 

Q. Okay.  Watched the Browns.  And then what? 10 

A. Just kind of had a relaxing day. 11 

Q. Okay.  After working all day in the field, I think -- it 12 

sounds like it's probably well deserved.  So you just hung out.  13 

You have dinner that night? 14 

A. Yeah.   15 

Q. And about what time you think you had dinner on Sunday night? 16 

A. Six.   17 

Q. Six.  Okay.  And then what time did you go to bed? 18 

A. I went to bed 9:30 -- 9, 9:30. 19 

Q. Okay.  And then you said you were up at 3? 20 

A. Three to be at work by 4.   21 

Q. Okay.  And you think you got sleep that night? 22 

A. Yeah. 23 

Q. Okay.  How's your health?  Like you've seen a doctor for 24 

anything? 25 
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A. No. 1 

Q. Are you on medications? 2 

A. No medications, just vitamins. 3 

Q. Okay.  Just like typical supplement vitamins like C --  4 

A. C, D, E. 5 

Q. -- D and all that stuff?   6 

Q. Yeah.  Big handful of stuff every day? 7 

A. Pretty much.   8 

Q. All right.  So you're taking that stuff every day, nothing to 9 

sleep.  Any alcohol? 10 

A. No. 11 

Q. No?  Okay.  Did you have a phone in the truck with you? 12 

A. Yes. 13 

Q. Where do you -- where did you have it in the truck while 14 

you're driving? 15 

A. I got a phone holder suction cupped to the window. 16 

Q. Okay.  Do you use that for navigation or anything or --  17 

A. At times, yes. 18 

Q. Did you have it doing anything at the time of the crash --  19 

A. No. 20 

Q. -- navigation or anything on? 21 

A. No. 22 

Q. Did you have -- do you use it for music or anything like 23 

that?  Is it connected? 24 

A. No. 25 
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Q. Anything else going on in the truck as far as like CB radio 1 

or anything? 2 

A. No. 3 

Q. So your activities at the time leading up to the crash were 4 

just driving and not focused on anything else? 5 

A. Correct. 6 

 MR. SNIDER:  Okay.  Can you think of anything, you guys think 7 

of anything that we haven't covered in the time that we've had 8 

that I haven't asked? 9 

 MR. ORLANDINI:  Not that I can think of.  And we'll work on 10 

trying to get more of that video for you.  But honestly, you asked 11 

all the questions I asked of him when I was trying to kind of 12 

prepare and get stuff.  So I think you were pretty thorough.  13 

 MR. SNIDER:  All right.  I'll get you my card.  I can shut 14 

this off.  It is 3:13. 15 

 (Whereupon, at 3:13 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 16 
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