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I N T E R V I E W1

 (1:06 p.m.)2

 CDR BARGER:  The date is February 12th, 2024, and the time is3 

now 1:06 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.  We are conducting an initial4 

screen interview which is included as part of the Coast Guard -5 

National Transportation Safety Board investigation into the facts6 

surrounding the fire and subsequent firefighter fatalities on7 

board the Grande Costa D'Avorio on July 5th, 2023.  It is being8 

conducted virtually using Microsoft Teams. 9 

 I'm Commander Christian Barger with the U.S. Coast Guard, and10 

we are here interviewing -- Mr. Villanueva, if you will state your11 

name and spell your last name. 12 

 MR. VILLANUEVA:  My name is Benanaris (ph.) Villanueva.13 

 CDR BARGER:  And can you spell your last name please?14 

 MR. VILLANUEVA:  Last name, Villanueva.15 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Can you spell it for the record?16 

 MR. VILLANUEVA:  V-i-l-l-a-n-u-e-v-a.17 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  And, Mr. Villanueva is18 

represented by?19 

 MR. LEVY:  This is John Levy from the law firm of Montgomery20 

McCracken representing Grimaldi. 21 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  And, Mr. Villanueva, do you22 

agree to have Mr. Levy and his team representing Grimaldi present23 

for this interview?24 

 MR. VILLANUEVA:  Yes, sir. 25 
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 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  Mr. Villanueva, do you agree1 

to have this recording -- or this interview recorded?2 

 MR. VILLANUEVA:  Yes, sir. 3 

 CDR BARGER:  Thank you.  Okay.  We will go around the room4 

for introductions from the investigation team.  We'll start with5 

Lieutenant Reed.6 

 LT REED:  Good after, Mr. Villanueva.  My name is Brandon7 

Reed, spelled R-e-e-d.8 

 CDR BARGER:  Thank you.  And for the National Transportation9 

Safety Board, Mr. Barnum.10 

 MR. BARNUM:  Good afternoon.  Bart Barnum, B-a-r-n-u-m,11 

NTSB's Office of Marine Safety. 12 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  And, Ms. McAtee.13 

 MS. McATEE:  Nancy McAtee, M-c-A-t-e-e, and I'm with the14 

National Transportation Safety Board.15 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  And then any other16 

representatives for Grimaldi that's on the line?17 

 MR. SEMENORO:  Timothy Semenoro with Montgomery McCracken18 

 MR. O'CONNOR:  And Robert O'Connor from Montgomery McCracken.19 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you. 20 

INTERVIEW OF BENANARIS VILLANUEVA21 

 BY CDR BARGER:22 

Q. Mr. Villanueva, to start us out, can you tell us on July 5th,23 

2023, what was your profession and who were you working for?24 

A. I was worker at (indiscernible) working as a fitter on board25 
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the Grande D'Avorio.  I was working at Grimaldi.1 

Q. Okay.  And you said you were the fitter?2 

A. Yeah, I'm the fitter there. 3 

Q. Okay.  And were you the only fitter on board the ship?4 

A. What was that?5 

Q. Were you the only person on board the ship that held that6 

position?7 

A. Yes, sir. 8 

Q. Okay.  And how long had you been on board the ship?9 

A. That time before burned the ship would be 7 months.10 

Q. Okay.  And for the entire 7 months, you were the fitter?11 

A. Yes, sir, I am the fitter.12 

Q. And what are the duties of a fitter -- or what was your, what13 

was your job on board the -- what did you do as the fitter?14 

A. My job in the fitter is fabricate, fabrication and welding --15 

welder (indiscernible).16 

Q. Okay. 17 

A. Fabrication.18 

Q. And is the fabrication related to repairs on the ship?19 

A. Yes, sir.  All (indiscernible) repairing.20 

Q. And then in the case of a fire on board the ship, what was21 

your assigned duties?22 

A. My duties in a fire is I am the operator of team leader 2,23 

operator number 2, firefighter, operator number 2.24 

Q. Okay.  And as the operator number 2 for a fire, what was your25 
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duty?  What did you do?1 

A. Before this, before this fire on board, I have team leader2 

number 2, and then she ask me to -- because again they have fire,3 

so automatically I prepare my fireman's outfit and then I wait for4 

a signal from my team leader number 2 where we'd be assigned.  And5 

then she give me an order to boundary cooling in the deck 126 

portside at the front of ramp, the ramp. 7 

Q. And is -- when you were say you were told to boundary cool at8 

the ramp, is that for any fire or are you talking about the9 

particular fire on July 5th?10 

A. This (indiscernible) before my team leader told me to do 11 

boundary cooling first and this one, the ramp, in front of the12 

ramp.13 

Q. Okay.  Is that what you would do any time there is fire or14 

for that particular day that's what you were told to do?15 

A. What is that?16 

Q. When you have a fire drill on the ship, what are your general17 

duties as team lead number 2?18 

A. In case of fire, sir, aboard, my responsibilities are team19 

leader 2, as I'm operator number 2, I will just -- I waiting for20 

advice from my team leader number 2, what will I do.21 

Q. Okay. 22 

A. For his command.  I wait for his command.23 

Q. Okay.  And who is team leader number 2?  Is it based on24 

position on the ship?25 
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A. Yes, sir.  My team leader, my team leader number 2, my team1 

and I'm the team operator number 2.2 

Q. Okay.  Who fills the role as team leader number 2?3 

A. First engineer.4 

Q. First engineer. 5 

A. Yeah.6 

Q. Okay.  And do you remember before the fire on July 5th when7 

the last fire drill was on board?8 

A. Last fire -- last drill, sir, you mean, last drill on board?9 

Q. Yes, the last drill before July 5th?10 

A. Before July 5th?11 

Q. And you can estimate. 12 

A. June -- I'm not sure, sir, but June in the out bridge area at13 

Baltimore.14 

Q. Okay.  And that was a fire drill?15 

A. Back then, I don't remember, sir, but half hour -- because16 

(indiscernible) I have a fire drill --17 

Q. Okay.  Do you remember what type of fire was simulated for18 

the drill?19 

A. It was drill.  Yeah, I understand you, sir, and the20 

simulation -- 21 

Q. Or what type of fire did you practice at the drill?22 

A. Like fighting the cargo hold, sir.  Fighting the cargo hold23 

at the -- cargo hold in cargo hold number 6, number 724 

(indiscernible).25 
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Q. And did you dress out in a fireman's outfit for that drill?1 

A. Yes, sir.  Always, sir.  Operator number 1 and operator2 

number 2 is always fireman's outfit.3 

Q. Okay.  And what does that fireman's outfit consist of?  What4 

are you wearing?5 

A. Fireman's outfit, sir, we have, we have fireman's outfit6 

(indiscernible), sir. 7 

Q. Do you have air masks?8 

A. Yes, sir.  Mask, air mask and we have oxygen, boots, gloves,9 

all for the fireman's outfit (indiscernible).10 

Q. Okay.  And helmet?11 

A. Yes, sir.  Helmet, too.12 

Q. Okay.  And then if -- on July 5th, 2023, can you walk us13 

through what you did that day starting from when the ship arrived14 

in port?15 

A. Okay.  I will tell this from the start, the ship was fire16 

there?17 

Q. Before that, what did you do during the day after arriving in18 

port?19 

A. Yes, sir.  Have work and after help out fire, I mean off duty20 

already that night.  The start of fire is around -- I'm not21 

exactly but the time but around 9.  I hear the sounds that they22 

have a fire on board, number -- cargo hold number 10 and then I23 

come up (indiscernible) and go to fire station, fire station24 

number 2 to get my fireman outfit off at deck 12.  After finish my25 
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-- after finish this, complete the fireman's outfit, I wait for1 

advice from my second -- from my first engineer, whatever I can,2 

whatever I can do.  So first engineer told me to go to deck 12,3 

portside, for boundary cooling at front of ramp.  And then I4 

continue, sir, continue boundary cooling.  I'm waiting for advice5 

for first engineer, what can I do.  Hello.6 

 MR. BARNUM:  Mr. Villanueva, Mr. Villanueva, can you hear me?7 

 MR. VILLANUEVA:  Yeah, yeah, yeah.  Really.8 

 MR. BARNUM:  Okay.  Good.  This is Bart.  Commander Barger,9 

you were frozen up for a little bit but it looks like you're back. 10 

 CDR BARGER:  Yes, I lost connection.  So hopefully the11 

recording is still continuing. 12 

 BY CDR BARGER:13 

Q. And, Mr. Villanueva, I lost you or it froze up.  You said you14 

were boundary cooling in front of the ramp. 15 

A. Yes 16 

Q. Okay.  Were you the only one on the hose line?17 

A. No, sir.  I have plenty hose line.  We have some by the crew18 

behind me at the starboard side, also boundary cooling.  I have19 

four hoses for boundary cooling. 20 

Q. There were four hoses for boundary cooling where?21 

A. At the starboard side we have three and then in the -- also22 

in the portside aft, portside, we have two in the portside, have23 

two also, on deck 12.24 

Q. Okay.  And the hose that you were using, was it just you25 
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holding it?1 

A. Yes, sir. I'm holding my hose. 2 

Q. Okay.  And you were spraying it at the watertight door or at3 

the ramp door?4 

A. Yes, at the first -- at the ramp of the door and also at the5 

staircase of deck 12, staircase and up in front of the ramp.6 

Q. Okay.  And the hose that you were holding, were you aiming it7 

at the ramp?8 

A. Sorry, sir.9 

Q. The hose that you were holding, was it aimed -- were you10 

aiming it at the ramp?11 

A. Yes, I'm in front of the ramp.12 

Q. Okay.  How close were you to the ramp door?13 

A. Door is opened, sir.  The door is open, the ramp.14 

Q. And how close?  Were you 10 meters?15 

A. The door is not closed, sir. 16 

Q. No.  How near were you to the door?17 

A. Because if I'm inside and we will trap because we don't have18 

escape.19 

Q. I'm sorry.  You just froze up again.  What did you just say,20 

sir?21 

A. Sorry, sir.  I lost my connection. 22 

Q. Mr. Villanueva, can you hear me? 23 

A. The transmission is not going.  Okay, sir.  I'm sorry.  The24 

door is open, the ramp, and I did not attempt to go closer because25 
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too much smoke and if I close, we will trap inside.1 

Q. Okay.  When -- 2 

A. This happened in a ship if I close this door.3 

Q. Okay.  Were you directed to close the door or were you told4 

by somebody to -- 5 

A. I'm sorry.6 

Q. Were you told by somebody to close the door?7 

A. Yes, my team leader, sir.  My team leader asking if it's8 

possible to close the door.  I said not possible because too much9 

smoke and if I close, I will be trapped inside. 10 

Q. Okay.  Was it -- was there heat also?  Was it hot?11 

A. Yes, too much hot and too much smoke.  I cannot, I cannot12 

see.13 

Q. Okay. 14 

A. And this, this panel board, I cannot see the panel board. 15 

How can I, how can I open it, this one.16 

Q. Okay.  So you could not -- looking into the ramp, you could17 

not see the control panel?18 

A. And I see the control panel, sir, but I cannot, I cannot see19 

to clearly because we have -- because of too much smoke.20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. Too much smoke.22 

Q. Okay.  When you were boundary cooling in front of the ramp,23 

what was your distance away from the ramp door?  Five meters, ten24 

meters -- 25 
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A. Because I have -- because at the time, I have too much1 

people, American people together with me in my back.  Around 52 

meters, sir, 4 to 5 meters. 3 

Q. Okay.  And with the hose, what kind of water stream were you4 

using?  Was it a direct spray or a fan?5 

A. Spray -- just spray target, spray target, (indiscernible).6 

Q. Okay.  So straight stream?7 

A. Straight and spraying like mist, adjust with adjustment of8 

(indiscernible).  I adjust the water.9 

Q. And when you sprayed at the ramp door, did it reduce the10 

smoke or heat?11 

A. Smoke and heat, sir, together. 12 

Q. Okay.  Did the water do anything to help the smoke or heat?13 

A. The water -- I'm sorry.  What?14 

Q. The water you were spraying, did it help with the smoke or15 

heat from the door?16 

A. No, sir. 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. Because too much smoke.  You can spray but continuous smoke,19 

sir.  And the heat also.20 

Q. Okay.  And how long did you boundary cool?21 

A. Boundary cooling, for my side because I'm the firefighter22 

operator number 2, for 3 hours, sir, from 9, from 9 to 12 and23 

after that, some other crew because my oxygen, my oxygen is empty,24 

we change and we go back again.  So continuous boundary cooling.25 
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Q. And for all 3 hours, were you in front of -- 1 

A. All 3 hours, sir.  Yes.  And then after that, the smoke is2 

too much, we cannot control, so back out and I go to -- wait for3 

advice from my team leader, we back out and in back of ramp, but4 

continuous boundary till morning.5 

Q. Okay.  And when did you stop boundary cooling or why did you6 

stop boundary cooling?7 

A. No, I did not stop, sir.  Continuous, after my oxygen is8 

empty, no more, no more oxygen, I remove my oxygen and continue9 

boundary until morning time.10 

Q. Okay.  And then what did you do?11 

A. (Indiscernible) and try to enter the engineers and American12 

people trying to close this ramp, but they cannot close of too13 

much smoke and this deck number 12 floor is already too much hot,14 

the water is already hot in your foot.15 

Q. Okay.  And then what happened after they tried to close the16 

door?17 

A. My engineers and American people, she find what really do,18 

but nothing, cannot close this door.19 

Q. Okay.  And then what happened?20 

A. Then what happened?  Before I back out to this -- in front of21 

this door, sir, coxswain, sir, order the release the CO2 but the22 

time, I don't know what time he released the CO2.23 

Q. Okay.  And when the CO2 was released, did you notice a change24 

in the smoke or heat at the ramp door?25 
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A. No, it not change because it cannot penetrate the CO2 because1 

the door is open.2 

Q. Okay.  It was still dark black smoke?3 

A. Still black, sir?  No.  And also the smoke of the CO2. 4 

Q. Okay.  And, did you continue boundary cooling until the5 

captain order to abandon the ship?6 

A. Yes, sir, continued cooling until morning time, until 57 

o'clock in the morning. 8 

Q. Okay.  And then you left the ship with the rest of the crew?9 

A. Yes, sir. 10 

Q. Okay. 11 

A. After the captain said abandon ship so I only did -- I leave12 

this post, the boundary cooling because too much, too hot this13 

water on your foot (indiscernible). 14 

Q. And how deep was the water on the deck?15 

A. Around 15 meter.  Around -- on port, sir, 16 

Q. What -- 17 

 (Crosstalk)18 

A. -- around 15 meters, sir. 19 

Q. Okay.  All right.  Okay.  That is all the questions that I20 

have.  I will turn it over to Lieutenant Reed for any follow-up21 

questions. 22 

A. Okay, sir.23 

 BY LT REED:24 

Q. As far as the boundary cooling for the watertight door on 12,25 
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was there ever a hose placed on top of the door that you can1 

remember?2 

A. Yes, sir, at the top of the ramp.3 

Q. Was there ever a hose placed on top of the open door pointed4 

downward?5 

A. Yes, sir.  I remember that.  That's right that I told him,6 

after that, told Mr. Barger that up there in the front I boundary7 

cooling and I cannot control the smoke (indiscernible).8 

Q. Okay.  Did you place that hose on top of the door pointed9 

downward?10 

A. Yeah, in the top, in the front, in the top.11 

Q. Okay.  How many times do you remember crew trying to close12 

the watertight door?13 

A. What is that?14 

Q. How many, how many times do you remember or different15 

attempts that were made trying to get the watertight door shut?16 

A. In my time, for me?17 

Q. Yeah, in your experience there, did you -- how many times did18 

you witness people going there trying to get the door shut?  I19 

know you mentioned -- 20 

A. During the fire.21 

Q. Yeah.  So -- 22 

A. No time. 23 

Q. So when you -- 24 

A. (Indiscernible).25 
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Q. Okay. 1 

A. But my engineers and the other people, the Americans, keep2 

trying to -- solution how to, how to close this door -- 3 

Q. Okay. 4 

A. -- the watertight door.5 

Q. So you couldn't access it because of the smoke, right.  Did6 

you ever see the chief mate or boatswain try to access the door?7 

A. Boatswain and the team leader number 1, sir, because I didn't8 

have time because the team leader told them, I am operator number9 

2.10 

Q. Right. 11 

A. So (indiscernible) behind the -- at the staircase.12 

Q. Okay.  After the fire was progressing, did you see them try13 

to close the door?  Not initially but -- 14 

A. I did not see that.15 

Q. Okay.  Was there attempts made to close the door with just16 

the engineers?17 

A. Yes, sir, the engineers.18 

Q. Okay.  And was there a separate attempt at -- was there a19 

separate attempt to close the door with the engineers and the fire20 

personnel, shoreside fire personnel?21 

A. Yes, sir.  Fire personnel, American, yeah.22 

Q. Okay.  Was that two different times?23 

A. Yes, sir. 24 

Q. Was that two different instances?  Did -- 25 
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A. Yes, sir.  Yes, sir. 1 

Q. Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Villanueva.  That's all the questions I2 

have. 3 

 CDR BARGER:  Hey, Brandon, just -- in order to verify that4 

Mr. Villanueva understood when you said about on top of the 5 

door -- 6 

 LT REED: Um-hum. 7 

 CDR BARGER:  -- would you want to show Exhibit 8 just so we8 

can get confirmation of where the hoses were in relation to the9 

door?10 

 LT REED:  Yeah, let me get that pulled up.11 

 CDR BARGER:  Mr. Villanueva, Lieutenant Reed is going to12 

bring up a picture of the watertight door at ramp -- at the ramp13 

on deck 12, just so we can make sure we understand where the hoses14 

were located. 15 

 MR. VILLANUEVA:  The hose (indiscernible) portside and16 

starboard side.17 

 BY LT REED:18 

Q. And, Mr. Villanueva, do you see the picture on the screen?19 

A. Yeah.  Yes, sir.  Yes, sir, I see.20 

Q. Okay.  Was -- can -- so my cursor is above the door.  Was21 

there ever a hose up here directed downward?22 

A. Yes, sir. 23 

Q. Yes. 24 

A. On the top?25 
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Q. Yes.  Yep.  Okay.  And where were you?  Can you see where you1 

were standing in this picture when you were boundary cooling?2 

A. Yes, sir.  Before, before, sir, I'm in the front.3 

Q. Okay. 4 

A. This side, in the front. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

A. (Indiscernible) the front, that's my position, boundary7 

cooling there because I protect the starboard, but after there's8 

too smoke, to get out from the smoke, my team leader me to back9 

up, come back and then go to the other side at the back and go up10 

there.11 

Q. Okay. 12 

A. So continue the boundary cooling.13 

 LT REED:  Okay.  Commander Barger, do you have anything else14 

on that picture?15 

 BY CDR BARGER: 16 

Q. And, Mr. Villanueva, just to confirm I'm understanding17 

correctly, you stood -- 18 

A. Yes.19 

Q. -- you stood on top of the door with a fire hose?20 

A. Yes, sir.  As I told you before, I am in the front and after21 

I will go back in the back and go up, continuous boundary cooling. 22 

Q. Okay.  Thank you. 23 

A. But in the top, sir, (indiscernible).24 

Q. Okay.  Thank you. 25 
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 CDR BARGER:  Mr. Barnum, do you have any follow-up questions?1 

 MR. BARNUM:  Thank you, Commander. 2 

 BY MR. BARNUM:3 

Q. Thank you, Mr. Villanueva.  Just a couple for you, sir.4 

 MR. BARNUM:  Lieutenant Reed, could you bring that exhibit5 

back up please.6 

 BY MR. BARNUM:7 

Q. Mr. Villanueva, can you hear me okay?8 

A. Yes, sir, I hear, yeah.9 

Q. Okay.  I want to ask you a couple of questions about this10 

exhibit but, first, just a couple questions.  You were dressed out11 

in SCBA and turnout gear, correct?12 

A. Yes, sir. 13 

Q. All right.  Did anybody order you to go into this space that14 

we see here and to try to close the watertight door?15 

A. No, sir.  My team leader.16 

Q. That's the first engineer?17 

A. Yes, sir. 18 

Q. So when he gave you the order to go in to operate the door,19 

what did you do?20 

A. No, I did not assist because if I close, I trap inside21 

because again where I can go out if I close the door.  And my22 

first engineer did not insist that I close -- 23 

Q. Okay. 24 

A. -- because the door cause problem to me because that time is25 
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-- the smoke, not too much -- 1 

Q. Was there anyone -- 2 

A. -- but before, before, but I did not attempt to close because3 

it's dangerous to me.4 

Q. Okay.  Do you know who ordered the first engineer to tell you5 

that?  Was that something coming from the captain?6 

A. I do not know because I'm only here for my team leader,7 

engineer, but the captain separate -- 8 

Q. Okay. 9 

A. -- separate radio.10 

Q. Were you the only one in this area with the full SCBA and11 

turnout gear?12 

A. Yes, sir, because behind, on the other side, in front the13 

door, my engineer move on, also fire CB, the chief mate.14 

Q. Right.  But the -- there's -- the chief mate -- sorry.  The15 

boatswain also had some turnout gear, correct?16 

A. I'm sorry, sir.  Sorry, sir.17 

Q. The firefighting suit with the SCBA, was there anyone with18 

you that had that ensemble, had the SCBA on?19 

A. No, sir.  I'm only one, engineer 2 CB, with firefighting20 

equipment.21 

Q. Okay.  When you told your team leader that you did not want22 

to go in here because you would essentially be trapped in there if23 

you shut this door, did he or anyone else ask for your equipment24 

so they could put it on so they could go in?25 
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A. Excuse me, sir.  Can you repeat, sir?  Can you repeat?1 

Q. You told the team leader you did not want to go in to shut2 

the door. 3 

A. Yes.4 

Q. Okay.  Did you -- did your team leader ask you to give your5 

equipment, your SCBA, give it to someone else so they could do it? 6 

Would that be something to take your SCBA off and give it to him?7 

A. No, sir.  No, no, no.  Only me, only me.8 

Q. Okay. 9 

A. I'm only the one that using the SCBA.10 

Q. Did you ever go on air, if you will?  Did you turn your11 

bottle on?12 

A. No, sir, because if I empty my bottle, empty oxygen bottle, I13 

have assistant that they will change this bottle.14 

Q. Okay.  But did you ever have to breathe air?  Did you turn15 

your bottle on to breathe?16 

A. Yes, sir, I have to breathe this mask.17 

Q. But did you have to use it?  Were you breathing the whole18 

time on your mask or was it off?19 

A. No, I continuous using breathing, sir.20 

Q. Okay.  At any time during the fire, did you ever go inside21 

the garage?22 

A. No, sir.  Inside, no.23 

Q. I want to back you up before the fire.  You said you were24 

working through the day as a fitter. 25 
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A. Yes, sir. 1 

Q. At any time did you come up on deck or did you see any of the2 

vehicles being loaded?3 

A. Yes, it's full of this deck of cars.4 

Q. All right.  Are you familiar with the pusher vehicles, the5 

ones that push the cars that can't run onto the ship?6 

A. No, I'm not allowed to.  Nothing in that car, I'm not7 

supposed to -- I'm not (indiscernible) possible.  I'm not8 

authorized. 9 

Q. Okay.  Thank you.  That's all the questions I have for you,10 

Mr. Villanueva.  Thank you. 11 

A. Yes, sir.  Thank you, sir. 12 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  Ms. McAtee, do you have any13 

follow-up questions?14 

 MS. McATEE:  I have no further questions.  Thank you. 15 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  And, Mr. Levy, do you have16 

any questions that would help us understand Mr. Villanueva's17 

knowledge and experience?18 

 MR. LEVY:  I just have a few if you don't mind.  I'd just19 

like to clarify some time periods to make sure we understand when20 

he was doing things, okay.21 

 CDR BARGER:  Yes, sir. 22 

 BY MR. LEVY:23 

Q. Mr. Villanueva, this is John Levy.  Can you hear me?24 

A. Yes, sir. 25 
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Q. Okay.  As I understand your testimony, the fire started1 

around 2100 hours. 2 

A. I'm not exactly sure.3 

Q. Okay.  Were you off duty when the fire started?4 

A. Yes, sir.  I'm off duty.5 

Q. And where were you?6 

A. I'm in my cabin.7 

Q. So when the fire started, you went to the muster station on8 

deck 11 or did you go to deck 12 immediately?9 

A. No, I went to deck 12 fire station and I get my SCBA,10 

fireman's outfit and automatically I wear.11 

Q. Did someone help you get your firefighter outfit on, get12 

dressed?  Did someone help you?13 

A. Yes, sir. 14 

Q. Who helped you?15 

A. My team leader engineer.16 

Q. Okay.  The first engineer.  Okay. 17 

A. And OS.18 

Q. And the OS.  And -- 19 

A. Yes, sir. 20 

Q. -- was it around that time, after you got dressed that the21 

first engineer said to you that we want to go to the door on 1222 

and see if we can close it?23 

A. I'm sorry.24 

Q. So after you got dressed into your firefighting gear -- 25 
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A. Yes.1 

Q. -- is that when the second -- I'm sorry, the first assistant2 

engineer asked you to go to the door at deck 12 and see if you3 

could close it?4 

A. No, before -- not -- no, sir.  Before chief told me go to the5 

portside and do boundary cooling first.6 

Q. Okay. 7 

A. And did boundary cooling (indiscernible) and then I remember8 

this.  Waiting for advice for this door -- 9 

Q. Okay. 10 

A. -- to close or not. 11 

Q. Okay. 12 

A. So I did not try to close this door.13 

Q. Okay. 14 

A. I did not try to close this door, sir.15 

Q. I understand.  I'm just trying to understand when you went to16 

close the door.  Did you go to close the door before the captain17 

released the CO2 or after the captain released the CO2?18 

A. Before, sir.  Before.19 

Q. Before.  And at that time, you saw black smoke and lots of20 

heat coming out from the ramp?21 

A. Yes, sir. 22 

Q. And you told the first assistant engineer that it's too23 

dangerous to go down and try to close that door.24 

A. Yes, sir. 25 
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Q. Okay.  Then, what happened?  Where did you go if anywhere1 

when the CO2 was released?2 

A. At the back side, sir.  At the back of the ramp.3 

Q. Okay. 4 

A. -- for (indiscernible) because my team leader to back out. 5 

So I back out to finish boundary cooling -- 6 

Q. Okay. 7 

A. -- but I'm doing continuous boundary.8 

Q. Okay.  So when the CO2 was released, did you stay at the door9 

and spray water onto the door?10 

A. No, sir. 11 

Q. Where did you go when the CO2 was released?12 

A. At the back, sir.  At the back of the -- at the back side of13 

the (indiscernible).  I'm back there.  You see in that picture.14 

Q. Okay.  Did you, did you go there -- 15 

A. Because the person there, person there told me to go back16 

because we release the CO2.  So I back up, back up.17 

Q. Okay.  And after the CO2 was released, what did you do next?18 

A. After the CO2, continuous boundary cooling at the top this19 

ramp, sir.20 

Q. Okay.  So were you -- when you were doing boundary cooling,21 

after the CO2 was released, were you on top of the ramp door or22 

were you in front of the ramp door?23 

A. Right on the top, the door.24 

Q. You were on top pouring water -- 25 
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A. Yes.1 

Q. -- down across the front of the door?2 

A. Yes, sir. 3 

Q. Okay.  Later on, when the firefighters were trying to -- and4 

the engineers and others were trying to close the watertight door,5 

how long was that after the CO2 was released?  Can you estimate6 

that for us?7 

A. Sure.  I think -- at this time, I mean I don't remember, sir,8 

but I don't -- 10 or 11, sir.  I don't know, sir.  I forgot.  I9 

forgot.10 

Q. Okay.  All right.  That's all the questions -- 11 

 (Crosstalk)12 

Q. Go ahead.13 

A. After (indiscernible), the firefighters of New York say this14 

fire situation, how to close this door automatic and not close15 

this door (indiscernible) because the engineer is also there. 16 

Q. Okay.  And which engineer are you talking about?  The first17 

assistant engineer or the chief engineer?18 

A. Chief engineer.19 

Q. Okay.  So when the fire -- 20 

A. The chief engineer because chief engineer after release the21 

CO2 because chief engineer in the CO2 room, after the seriousness22 

this fire, he go up on deck 1 and make a decision how to close23 

this watertight door but we cannot close because of the smoke,24 

Q. And do you know how much time, how many hours or minutes it25 
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was after the CO2 was released and the chief engineer came up and1 

worked with the firefighters to close the door?2 

A. I don't know, sir.3 

Q. Okay.  I don't have any other questions.  Thank you. 4 

A. Thank you, sir. 5 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  Does anybody else have any6 

follow-up questions? 7 

 (No response.) 8 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  Mr. Villanueva, that is all9 

the questions that we have for you today.  I want to thank you for10 

your time and speaking with us and tell us about what you11 

experienced. 12 

 So the time is now 1:57 p.m. U.S. Eastern Standard Time, and13 

we will end the recording now.  Thank you, sir. 14 

 MR. VILLANUEVA:  Thank you, sir. 15 

 (Whereupon, at 1:57 p.m., the above entitled matter was16 

concluded.) 17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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