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Weekly Safety Meeting Topic

Special Briefing Topic: Rail Car Inspections

Visional Inspection and Reporting for Rail Cars

Visual inspections of rail cars as they enter onto U.S. Pipe property is crucial in maintaining the health and well
being of our employees. Damaged rail cars present the risk of injury to employees, damage to property, and
delays in the production process. It is critical that employees know the hazards to look out for in a visual
inspection as well as the process for reporting damage to rail cars to the storehouse so they can be properly
abated by the railroad company.

Top Hazards to Look For:

Top rail on sides of tall rail cars

Push out or bulge on the sides of cars
Ensure cars are seated properly

Check the draw heads pins

Check for cut bars

Ensure rail car height is not above capacity
Check hand brake wheel for bending

More hazards exist, these are just some of the most
frequently noted. If you ever have a question about a
car reach out to your supervisor.

Reporting Process:

Locomotive operator or switchman identifies issue
Notify the supervisor on duty

Supervisor arrives and completes an inspection
Supervisor notifies departmental manager

Departmental manager performs a secondary inspection
Manager or supervisor reports issue to storeroom
Storeroom notifies railroad company

Railroad company evaluates and corrects issue

Properly reporting damaged rail cars can prevent serious
injury to yourself or a coworker. You will never be punished for
reporting an issue or suspected issue.




