
A55A712 Observations from Event Recorder Downloads    12-14-2022 

Prepared by Shannon L Mason 

 

Observations presented and facts given in answer to questions from 12-14-2022 meeting with NTSB 
investigators at Bessemer, AL 

 

Time Loco  Loco Observation 
00:01:05 6301  Locomotive abruptly stops supplying tractive effort (TMC 0) 
00:01:06 6301  Engineer begins sounding horn 
00:01:09 6301  PTC indicates brake pipe pressure reduction at emergency rate Train speed 

54 mph 
00:01:09  6926 PCS opens, throttle changes from N8 to idle. Tractive effort reduces to 0 

over the next 6 seconds. Train speed 54 mph 
00:01:11 6301  PCS opens, throttle changes from N8 to idle. Train speed 54 mph  
00:01:28 6301  Engine occupies 32nd St crossing. Train speed 40 mph 
00:01:55 6301 6926 Train stopped 
00:02:19 6301  EIE (Engineer Initiated Emergency) channel indicates engineer placed 

automatic brake handle in emergency position.  
00:03:00 6301  Engineer moves automatic brake handle from Emergency to Release. (EIE 

off) 
00:03:07  6926 PCS closes on 6926 indicating reset and brake release 
00:03:10 6301  PCS closes on 6301 indicating reset and brake release 
00:03:10  6926 Reverser centered 
00:03:11 6301  Reverser centered 
00:03:21  6926 Reverser indicates position in opposite direction of previous move. 
00:03:22 6301  Reverser indicates position in opposite direction of previous move. 
00:05:10 6301 6926 Throttle advanced, initiating a reverse move.  
00:05:13 6301 6926 6926 begins loading tractive effort, 6301 does not load (does not provide 

tractive effort toward moving the train) 
00:07:27 6301 6926 Train stops with 6301 on 32nd St. road crossing.  

 

Distance calculations based on GPS position using Google Maps: (Combined GPS uncertainty 34 feet) 

Stopping Distance –   00:01:11 PCS open on 6301 to stop 00:01:55 –  1,876 feet.  

Reverse move to 32nd St –  00:05:10 to 00:07:27 –     699 feet.  

 


