December 16, 2022
Birmingham, AL
Mr. B. H. Stanley
General Manager, Southern Region

The following incident is being reported:

Date Time Name Occupation
12/13/2022 12:03 AM M.W. Partain Engineer

J.R. Harder Conductor

W.J. Griffin Il Conductor Trainee
EIN# Hire Date Previous Injuries Immediate Supervisor
0014274 5/12/1997 3 Jeremy Dillen
1007005 12/1/2014 0 Jeremy Dillen
1024574 6/20/2022 0 Jeremy Dillen
INCIDENT

At approximately 12:01am CST on Tuesday December 13, 2022, the A55A712 was traveling
Northbound on AGS Main Two in Bessemer, Alabama milepost 153.6 enroute to Birmingham
when a long piece of metal angle iron 5”x5”x %" entered through the front window of
locomotive 6301 on the left side striking the conductor trainee.

INVESTIGATION

This incident was investigated by General Manager Brian Stanley, Division Superintendent
Robert Lewis, Assistant Division Superintendent Rob Sarver, Terminal Superintendent Jason
Ault, Trainmaster Jeremy Dillen, Trainmaster Mike McGowen, Trainmaster Andrew Jeffers,
Trainmaster Allen Lockhart, Assistant District Manager railway Investigations Blake Chambers,
Director of Mechanical Operations Graham McPherson, Senior General Mechanical Supervisor
Jason Kresse and Special Agent in Charge Michael Frogg.

Investigation indicates that the piece of angle iron was protruding from railcar SSEX 100843
located on the adjacent track, AGS Main One, which had been added to the consist of train
340A712 from the Bessemer Yard. SSEX 100843 is an empty (last contained scrap metal) high
sided gondola which had been pulled from customer U. S. Pipe approximately twelve hours
earlier and placed in Bessemer Yard for pick up by 340A712.

SSEX 100843 was spotted into U.S. Pipe on December 4, 2022, at 12:35pm by local A39A704.
U.S. Pipe surveillance cameras record this car entering the plant undamaged and serviceable. A
separate set of cameras on December 7, 2022, capture the car being unloaded and damaged by



a magnet operator on U. S. Pipe’s unloading track. During this sequence SSEX 100843 was
identified with angle iron was intact, then dislodged and separated from the top of the car
body. In another view later that day, a third-party contractor is seen applying caution tape
around car before starting work in the proximity then removing it once complete. In a final view
of the car on December 12", SSEX 100843 is seen being pulled from the location with this angle
iron loose from the car body. A copy of all camera footage was requested by NS but denied by
U. S. Pipe. U. S. Pipe did allow viewing of the data at their office location with the agreement no
video or still shots would be permitted. U.S. Pipe did not disclose to NS this car was damaged
until review of the surveillance video on December 14, 2022.

A39A712 transferred this car along with others to the Bessemer Yard Hill track to be placed in
340A712’s train into Birmingham, Alabama. 340A712 crew went on-duty on Meridian,
Mississippi at 4:30pm December 12, 2022 and was notified via Mobile train Reporting (MTR)
they would have a pick-up from the Hill track in Bessemer Yard. 340 verified their work with
AGS South Dispatcher while leaving Meridian and approached Bessemer Yard at 11:15pm.

340 was placed on main one at Burstall and stopped short of the crossover switch which
accesses Bessemer Yard. 340 secured their train and uncoupled the head end power (train was
DP’ed and rear engine remained with the train) and picked up 21 cars from the Hill track which
included SSEX 100843. 340 doubled back to their train and began a brake test when A55 was
traveling northbound on AGS main two struck the metal angle iron.

TREATMENT

A55 Engineer, Mr. Partain, declined medical attention at time of incident.

A55 Conductor, Mr. Harder, was transported to UAB Hospital by ambulance and was released
with a diagnosis of muscle pain with no prescription or work restrictions.

A55 Conductor Trainee, Mr. Griffin, was announced deceased at scene of incident by Jefferson
County Deputy Coroner Tiffany Dial and was transported to the medical examiner’s office at
1515 Sixth Avenue South Birmingham, Alabama 35233.

PERSONAL INFORMATION AND TRAINING
Name: M.W. Partain

EIN: 0014274

DOB: -1973

Height: 6’1"

Weight: 300 lbs.

Age: 49

Last Safety Contact: 11/4/22

Last Rule Check: 11/4/22

# Rule Checks in last 6 months: 62




Name: J.R. Harder

EIN: 1007005

DOB: 1988

Height: 5’6"

Weight: 143 Ibs.

Age: 34

Last Safety Contact: 11/4/22

Last Rule Check: 11/30/22

# Rule Checks in last 6 months: 74

Name: W.J. Griffin Il

EIN: 1024574

DOB: 1979

Height: 6’2"

Weight: 270 Ibs.

Age: 43

Last Safety Contact:

Last Rule Check: 11/20/22

# Rule Checks in last 6 months: 26

Robert Lewis
Division Superintendent
Gulf Division





