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From: Furukawa Robert <  
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2023 4:40 PM
To: John Tomlinson <
Subject: Towing bridle - please review; were 35-ton or 55-ton shackles used?
Importance: High
 
John,
 
Is this correct:
 

On January 15, 2022, a proposal was signed for the Capt. Beau to tow the
Carib Trader II dead ship from Miami to Gonaives, Haiti on February 2.  About 2
days before getting underway (March 1), the crew of the Capt. Beau boarded the
moored Carib Trader II on the Miami River to inspect the vessel and rig the towing
bridle. The Capt. Beau chief engineer said he asked if he should set up a visual
flooding alarm in the engine room, but the vessel manager declined as both sea
chests were closed. The starboard anchor was missing, and the port anchor was
secured with three ½-inch slings. A 1¾ inch wire was secured to the port and the
starboard mooring bits; because of concerns with chaffing in the chocks, each wire
was connected to 2-inch chain with a 35-ton shackle (all connections with 35-ton
[no certs?] or with 2½-inch 55-ton? [inspected February 10, 2014]), the chain ran
out through the mooring chocks, and each chain was connected to a 1¼-inch 75 ft
length of Spectra® (polyethylene) line (minimum break strength 149,000 lbs.
certificate of compliance dated February 24, 2020) with a 35-ton shackle. At the
end of each port and starboard spectra line, was a 35-ton shackle and a third 35-
ton shackle connected the port ad starboard lines together to form the towing
bridle and the connection point to the stern 2-inch towing wire of the Capt Beau.

 
The interview said 35-ton shackles were used for connections, but the certificates sent
were for 2½-inch 55-ton shackles. Did the tow use 35-ton or 55-ton shackles? If 35-ton
shackles were used, please send the certificates/inspection reports.

 
 
 
 
Best regards,
 
R. Jon Furukawa ⚓ Safety Investigator ⚓ NTSB Marine Accident Reports ⚓  ⚓
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