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03/10/2022 
USCG Miami, 

On 3/6/22 at approximately 0045 AB Deckhand, Melvin alerted me our tow broke. I immediately went to 
the engine room and made the port generator available for hydraulics and started bringing the tow wire 
back on the spool as we returned to the now at drift ship. Once we had gotten all of the tow wire back on 

board and could see the ship, we determined that one bridle chain and one spectra bridle had broken. 
The once stowed anchor was now fully deployed and hanging from the hawsepipe. After speaking with 
Captain Jeff and Mate Wesley we came up with a plan on how to regain control of the ship. We affixed 
our tow cable to the remaining spectra bridle hanging from the bow of the ship and started making just 

enough headway to maintain safe control of the ship until daylight when we could further asses the 
situation. When I returned on watch that morning, Mate Wesley was already on board the ship and I was 

made aware of the vessel’s engine room being half to three quarters full of what we believe to be sea 
water and was currently making attempts to dewater the engine room. At approximately 1100 it was 

made obvious that we were not gaining on the intrusion of water to the engine room. The office and the 
Coast Guard were being contacted by Captain Jeff during this time to keep them informed as to the 

situations as it progressed. At approximately 1500 the situation became too dangerous to continue any 
attempts to dewater aboard the ship. We returned to the ship to retrieve Mate Wesley and after safely 

doing so we started to shorten our tow so we may be able to break tow and separate ourself from the ship. 
The ship started listing more drastic to STBD and concerns of not being able to complete the process of 
shortening and breaking tow grew. The captain decided at that point to run out the tow wire and let the 
ship (carib trader) take it with her. At approximately 1620 the ship slipped below the water and was no 

longer visible. A small number of debris was left at the surface and final contacts were made to the office 
by the captain. Instructions were given to return to the Port of Miami. Mechanical equipment checks 
were made and everything was found sound and we departed for Miami. It is my opinion that every 

effort that we could have been safely made was executed to its fullest but saving the ship was not feasible.  

Regards, Chief Engineer Jorden Kelley 








