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To: Oklaunion, Texas, HMD22LR001, File 
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On May 20, 2022, Hazmat Group Chairman Marc Dougherty and IIC Paul 
Stancil contacted Chief David Mounsey of the Sheppard Air Force Base Fire and 
Emergency Services to discuss details referenced in his January 12, 2022, after action 
report on the emergency response to the BNSF train derailment in Oklaunion, Texas. 
The purpose of this conversation was to obtain further details about the time and 
number of tank cars involved in the pool fire, as the after-action report references 
increasing numbers of tank cars becoming involved during the course of the fire 
department response.   

The following was discussed: 

• The after-action report states, “the initial report was 5 railcars full of 
denatured alcohol were burning.” This is the initial report Chief Mounsey 
received from the dispatcher at about 10:52 a.m., and that was the 
information he had when departing the fire station.  

• As Sheppard AFB crews arrived on scene about 11:56 a.m., Chief 
Mounsey checked in with the incident commander, the Vernon fire chief, 
who at that time reported there were 7 tank cars involved in the fire.  

• By about 3 p.m. the incident command reported that 25 tank cars were 
burning. 

• From Chief Mounsey’s vantage point, the fire appeared to be central to 
the pileup, and he did not observe it progressing further down the 
tracks. The chief was not aware of any effort to document which cars 
were breached or how they were breached.  

• The brush fire had stopped burning by the time of his arrival on scene, 
however about 1:00 p.m., a vacant house ignited about 500 feet from 
where the rail cars were burning. There was no effort to get into the 
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house because it was downwind of the burning rail cars and there was 
only a single driveway leading to it near the derailment scene.  

• Sheppard AFB did not collect any thermal images or measure any 
temperatures within the fire area, as they did not deploy such 
equipment for this response.  

• Sheppard AFB assets did not use any firefighting foam, although the 
organization did deploy a foam trailer with 700 gallons of AFFF and a 
airfield crash vehicle that carries 200 gallons of foam as well.  

• Another department did deploy foam, but a decision was ultimately 
made to allow the fire to burn until BNSF assets arrived on scene from 
the Dallas area.  Meanwhile, those agencies on-scene kept watch on the 
fire and focused on preventing it from spreading. 

• The most significant challenge to the fire services was bringing enough 
water the scene. Thus, Sheppard AFB provided the capability for a water 
tender relay between the derailment site and Vernon, Texas using two 
available vehicles with 4,000-gallon capacity. These vehicles cycled 
through about 10 times in order to sustain the firefighting activities.  

• Regarding challenges experienced in fighting the denatured ethanol 
fire, Chief Mounsey commented if foam would be needed to fight the 
fire, he was not aware where sufficient bulk quantities of alcohol-
resistant fire fighting foam could be obtained.  
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