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M-I-C-H-A-E-L, K-U-C-H-A-R-S-K-I. 1 

 MR. RICHARDS:  Thank you; and Marcel? 2 

 MR. MUISE:  This is Marcel, Muise, M-U-I-S-E. I’m an3 

investigator with the Office of Board Safety. 4 

 MR. RICHARDS:  And we’ll go to the Coast Guard.  Captain5 

Phillips? 6 

 CPT. PHILLIPS:  Good afternoon, this is Tracy Phillips, 7 

P-H-I-L-L-I-P-S, I’m the Chair of the Coast Guard’s Marine Board8 

of Investigation. 9 

 MR. RICHARDS:  Thank you, and ? 10 

  Good afternoon, this is 11 

 I am the legal advisor to the Coast Guard Marine Board of

Investigations. 13 

 MR. RICHARDS:  And Mr. 14 

 MR. :  Good afternoon.  , that’s 15 

, and I’m a member of the Coast Guard Marine Board of 

Investigations. 17 

 MR. RICHARDS:  Thank you, and Lt. ? 18 

 LT. :  Good afternoon.  I’m Lt. 19 

, and I’m here on behalf of the Coast 

Guard to assist . 21 

 MR. RICHARDS:  Oh, you’re a representative?  Thank you.22 

 :  As legal counsel. 23 

 MR. RICHARDS:  I appreciate that, sorry.  I should have asked24 

about that, okay.  Seacor, Mr. Cenac. 25 
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those first, and after we’re done with those, then we’ll get into1 

questions about performance and how it -- how NavTex’s performed2 

on the accident day -- try to do it that way. 3 

 I think that’s all -- oh,  we are going to have one person4 

from the Weather Service who’s going to join the interview,5 

they’ll join late, and I’ll make sure to have her introduce6 

herself when she joins.  Probably in about 20 or 30 minutes. 7 

 But at this point, let me ask,  do you have any questions8 

for us before we get started? 9 

:  Not really, no. 10 

INTERVIEW OF :11

 BY MR. RICHARDS:12 

Q.  Okay.  So, let’s start with your position with the Coast13 

Guard.  What do you do? 14 

A. So I’m a Chief Warrant Officer in the Coast Guard.  I am a --15 

I have been stationed at Communications Command, which is our16 

long-range communications service provider for the Coast Guard,17 

and I’ve been here for four years.  I am an Operations System18 

Specialist by title. 19 

Q.  Are you -- do you work with NavTex in some capacity? 20 

A. Out of Communications Command, we send out all of NavTex’s21 

broadcast for the lower 48 and Hawaii.  We are keying all those22 

sites for the 448 -- from here, Chesapeake, Virginia. 23 

Q.  Okay.  So I think most, if not everybody, on the phone is24 

familiar with NavTex, but just for the record, could you give us a25 
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brief description of what NavTex is?  What’s the service?  How1 

does it work in general?  What does it provide users? 2 

A. So NavTex is a medium frequency broadcast that’s broadcast on3 

518 kilohertz in the U.S., and it’s a navigational tech -- so it4 

provides text supervision to Chesapeake, and it’s mostly intended5 

for a Sea Area A2, which is basically 200 nautical miles. 6 

Q.  Okay.  It’s -- so its nominal range is 200 miles offshore for7 

reception? 8 

A. Yes. 9 

Q.  Okay.  If you’re a vessel, if you’re a user, what type of10 

equipment do you need on your vessel to receive information via11 

NavTex? 12 

A. So -- I don’t know exactly what the carrier requirement is,13 

but it would need a NavTex receiver. 14 

Q.  Okay.  So there’s a receiver that’s specific for reception of15 

NavTex messages, right? 16 

A. Yes. 17 

Q. Okay.  One thing I haven’t been able to find very easily, and18 

maybe you can help us with this, is a map or chart that depicts19 

the coverage area for the New Orleans NavTex broadcast.  Is that20 

something that you or your office has that you could provide to us21 

later after this call? 22 

A. Yeah, we could probably get through with -- headquarters and23 

get that information to you. 24 

Q. All right.  I’ll follow up with an email to either you or25 
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whomever appropriate in the Coast Guard for that, thank you.  What1 

other type of -- what type of products were distributed by NavTex? 2 

A. The majority of the products are meteorological forecast,3 

navigational warnings, meteorological warnings, and there are4 

other products that are -- there are other categories that can be5 

disseminated via NavTex.  But, for the most part it’s those6 

navigational warnings, meteorological warnings, meteorological7 

forecast. 8 

Q. Okay.  For the meteorological products, where does the Coast9 

Guard get them?  How does that -- how does the Coast Guard receive10 

those weather products that they’re going to distribute via11 

NavTex? 12 

A. Our weather products are sent via record message traffic the13 

C2X system by the U.S. Navy Fleet Weather Center, and also14 

directly -- some of the broadcast most mariners’ navigational15 

warnings will come from within the Coast Guard, via record message16 

traffic. 17 

Q. Okay.  But the meteorological products come from Fleet at18 

Navy? 19 

A. Yeah, Navy Fleet Weather Center. 20 

Q. How does -- what’s the reason -- what historically -- why is21 

-- or maybe it’s relatively recent -- or, let me ask you this; how22 

long has the Navy been providing the meteorological products for23 

NavTex to the Coast Guard? 24 

A. I actually, that would be pure speculation.  I have no idea25 
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how long we’ve been doing that. 1 

Q. Okay.  Do you know why the Navy provides the Coast Guard with2 

the meteorological products?  As opposed the Coast Guard getting3 

them from one of the numerous streams that the Weather Service4 

puts out? 5 

A. Again, I’d be speculating, but we could -- I think that would6 

be a good question to ask the Navy Fleet Weather Center.  So. 7 

Q. Okay.  All right, fair enough.  Once the Coast Guard receives8 

a meteorological product from the Navy, what’s the path that9 

product takes for it to be ultimately be distributed -- be10 

broadcast by the Navy -- I mean by the Coast Guard received by the11 

user?  What’s -- how -- what are all the steps that product goes12 

through to get out within the Coast Guard? 13 

A. Once it is adjusted into -- once it’s -- once it becomes14 

record message traffic, and is sent to the Coast Guard Weather15 

Circuit, the Weather Circuit in C2IX, there is a OIX profiler16 

system or whatever that the -- one of our service centers that17 

takes the product out of OIX and turns it into a test file, puts18 

it into a server as a text file, and then our automated broadcast19 

system looks in that directory for that text file, and the system20 

consists of a text parser that adjusts the products and adds them21 

to each broadcast tube, and then once they’re in the broadcast22 

tubes it’s time for a scheduled broadcast, or for a broadcast to23 

go out there’s also a transmit program in that system that24 

controls the air fuel 1000, or NavTex modem and heats up the --25 




