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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(1332 ET) 2 

 MR. MUISE:  This is Marcel Muise with the National 3 

Transportation Safety Board.  It's 1332 on the East Coast on May 4 

the 13th.  We're online with Mr. Charlie Scallan -- is that right?  5 

Scallon? 6 

 MR. SCALLAN:  Scallan. 7 

 MR. MUISE:  Scallon, a crew member aboard the Seacor Power 8 

during an accident on April 13th.   9 

 Mr. Scallan, can you just introduce yourself for us and spell 10 

your name for me, please? 11 

 MR. SCALLAN:  My name is Charles Scallan, S-C-A-L-L-A-N. 12 

 MR. MUISE:  And Mr. Scallan, we're going to go around the 13 

room so that you know who's also online with us as well.   14 

 So, NTSB, please? 15 

 MR. KUCHARSKI:  Good afternoon, Mr. Scallan.  My name is Mike 16 

Kucharski, K-U-C-H-A-R-S-K-I.  I'm the current chairman for the 17 

operations group in this accident. 18 

 MR. MUISE:  And from the Coast Guard, please? 19 

 LT   This is Lieutenant   with the Coast 20 

Guard. 21 

 MR. MUISE:  Go ahead, Captain.  Sorry. 22 

 CAPT. PHILLIPS:  God afternoon, my name is                23 

Tracy Phillips, P-H-I-L-L-I-P-S.  I'm the chair of the Coast 24 

Guard's Marine Board. 25 
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 MR. MUISE:  And  please? 1 

 MR.   Good afternoon.     Also a member of 2 

the Coast Guard's Marine Board of Investigation.  Last name is 3 

spelled . 4 

 MR. MUISE:  And ABS, please? 5 

 MR. PRESTON:  John Preston, American Bureau of Shipping.     6 

J-O-H-N, P-R-E-S-T-O-N.  7 

 MR. MUISE:  And I think I missed Lieutenant   Go ahead. 8 

 LT   Lieutenant   .  Coast Guard 9 

Marine Investigations.   10 

 MR. MUISE:  And just to confirm, Mr.  you're at last 11 

.   12 

 MR.   That is correct, sir. 13 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay. 14 

 Mr. Laborde, would you like to introduce yourself? 15 

 MR. LABORDE:  My name is David Laborde, I'm counsel for   16 

Charles Scallan. 17 

 MR MUISE:  And we have somebody calling in from a 202 number.  18 

Area code 202. 19 

 MR.   Yeah, this is   with the Coast 20 

Guard.  . 21 

 MR. MUISE:  Welcome,  22 

INTERVIEW OF CHARLES SCALLAN 23 

 BY MR. MUISE: 24 

Q. So, Mr. Scallan, like I mentioned before, we're studying this 25 



6 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

accident to try to find ways to prevent stuff from this -- stuff 1 

like from happening.  You were there that evening, none of us 2 

online were there.  So you know more about this accident than any 3 

of us.  So we really appreciate you taking the time to do this.  I 4 

understand it may be difficult.  If you need to take a break at 5 

any time, perfectly fine.  Just let us know and we'll stop the 6 

recording and we'll take a break. 7 

 Do you have any questions for me before we get started? 8 

A. No, I'm good. 9 

Q. Okay.  And, again, you agree to let me record this interview 10 

and produce a transcript? 11 

A. Yes. 12 

Q. Okay.  Just -- I have some background questions just to get 13 

started.  Can you tell us about yourself and what you do for a 14 

living?  And how long -- what your job entailed at Seacor? 15 

A. My job is a main crane operator.  What was the other -- how 16 

many years?  Thirty-one plus years. 17 

Q. Thirty-one years at Seacor?  Or 31 years in the industry? 18 

A. Thirty-one in the industry. 19 

Q. Okay.  How long have you worked at Seacor? 20 

A. Not sure.  So, it was one coming in (indiscernible) I don't 21 

know how long. 22 

Q. Okay.  How about the Seacor Power?  How long were on there 23 

for? 24 

A. Seacor Power?  I'm not sure on that either.  Only a little 25 
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while, and then I go to another boat.  I was on there for a while.   1 

Q. Okay.  Can you tell us a little bit about your duties on the 2 

Seacor Power?  What was your -- a daily job like? 3 

A. Monitor the crane as needed, help out where is needed, check 4 

the pump. 5 

Q. And who did you work for directly on the lift boat? 6 

A. At that time? 7 

Q. Yes, sir. 8 

A. I was (indiscernible). 9 

Q. Okay.  Thank you.  How about your -- some training?  Where 10 

did you take all of your AB training? 11 

A. Haughton. 12 

Q. Including your water-survival training? 13 

A. I'm sorry, water survival?  It used to be Alford. 14 

Q. That's in Lafayette? 15 

A. They had one in Houma. 16 

Q. Oh, okay, sir.  What I'd like you to do now, then, is just 17 

take your time and tell us about the day of that accident from the 18 

time that you got up that morning.  Or if you -- I don't know if 19 

your crew changed that day or not.  If so, what type -- from the 20 

time you got on board, to the time you got back to the dock that 21 

evening.  Like I said, take your time.  I'm not going to interrupt 22 

you.  If you could give us as much detail as possible.  Again -- 23 

like I said, we -- none of us were there that day, so we are very 24 

eager to hear your story. 25 
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A. We showed up for the crew change at -- I'm sorry, I was going 1 

on the ship.  So we got there in the morning and then we got on 2 

board and started figuring out what we were going to do, putting 3 

on -- taking on equipment.  There was already a ton of stock, some 4 

equipment already there.  So we started putting on equipment -- 5 

loading up equipment for the job.  After we finished loading up 6 

that job, we quickly went to bed, we lied down, and started 7 

heading out.   8 

 After that, we went out towards the jetty.  That's when the 9 

weather got -- started getting bad quick.  That's when everything 10 

started happening right there.  I don’t have a whole lot as far as 11 

that.  Up and down people were getting situated, trying to get 12 

settled in as we were leaving out.  I was in and out of the 13 

wheelhouse and I left the wheelhouse and that's when the weather 14 

was getting -- it was pretty rough.   15 

 Somebody called, I don’t know who, called and wanted to find 16 

out -- somebody called about -- something about the water or 17 

something.  Something about in a gallon -- pumping out water in a 18 

gallon.  I'm not sure exactly.  He asked me to go down there and 19 

check it out and see what was going on.  So on the way down the 20 

weather had gotten, I guess, real bad, and I heard noise on the 21 

first level.  So I stuck my nose in the first level to see what's 22 

going on there and the next thing you know, the boat's going over. 23 

 I heard Captain Dave say everyone grab a life jacket.  And we 24 

on the side, kneeling over.  From there it was (indiscernible).  25 
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You all pretty much know the rest from there.  (Indiscernible). 1 

Q. You need to take a break, sir? 2 

A. No, I'm okay.  I'm all right. 3 

Q. Okay.  Let's go back to the morning then.  When you arrived 4 

on board, did you go straight to work loading cargo? 5 

A. No, sir.  A few minutes after -- not long after we were there 6 

-- it wasn't long after we started; we started back of the boat 7 

and back loading equipment on deck. 8 

Q. And your role in back loading equipment, you were running the 9 

cranes, or you were tying stuff down on deck, or -- 10 

A. No, sir.  We were -- me and the other crane operator, it was 11 

our -- we were doing that.  I mean, putting on equipment. 12 

Q. Oh, I don't know if you can still hear me, but you froze up.  13 

Oh, you froze up for a second.  Can you hear me now? 14 

A. Yes, sir. 15 

Q. Okay.  So we were talking about back loading equipment.    16 

Did -- were you using the ship's cranes -- or the boat's cranes, 17 

or shore side cranes to load the wireline units and stuff? 18 

A. No, sir.  It was the boat cranes. 19 

Q. Okay.  And who's helping you do that?  Is the Bollinger crew 20 

on the dock, or the Cardinal employees, or is it all Seacor crew 21 

loading the boat? 22 

A. No, sir.  It was -- there was guys on the deck that weren't 23 

ours.  I want to say it was guys on the deck that were helping. 24 

Q. Okay.  And they were the ones rigging the loads for you? 25 
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A. I'm pretty sure, yeah. 1 

Q. Tell you what.  I'm going to turn my video off, maybe that 2 

will help with the feedback. 3 

A. Okay. 4 

Q. How about now?  Is that better? 5 

A. Yes. 6 

Q. Okay.  I'm just trying to understand how we were loading the 7 

boats.  So you and the other AB are running the cranes, who is 8 

rigging -- who is actually rigging the loads? 9 

A. Contractors. 10 

Q. Contractors?  Okay.  How about weights?  Who was keeping 11 

track of how much weight we're putting on board? 12 

A. I believe it was Bryan that was keeping track. 13 

Q. Okay.  And is he telling you where to put stuff on deck as 14 

well? 15 

A. No. 16 

Q. Was there a load plan saying all right, this equipment has to 17 

go here so we can reach the platform.  And this other piece of 18 

equipment has to go there, maybe put a few of those boxes over 19 

there; I mean, who's organizing all of that? 20 

A. I can't answer that because I don't know. 21 

Q. Okay, sir.  Okay.  How about tying stuff down, who was doing 22 

that work? 23 

A. I don't know. 24 

Q. So leaving the dock, were you in the wheelhouse at all while 25 
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leaving Fourchon? 1 

A. I was in and out. 2 

Q. What's your normal tour?  Did you work 6:00 to 6:00 or 12:00 3 

to 12:00? 4 

A. That day was 6:00 to 6:00.   5 

Q. You were -- 6 

A. That hitch. 7 

Q. You were on days? 8 

A. Yes, sir. 9 

Q. Okay.  Do you remember any conversations at all about the 10 

weather between the mate and the captain, or maybe the company 11 

man? 12 

A. No. 13 

Q. And Charlie, what room was -- what state room were you in?  14 

What was your room? 15 

A. Second level, 204. 16 

Q. Is 204 on the starboard side? 17 

A. Yes, sir.  More toward the starboard side. 18 

Q. Do you remember where everybody else was on the second deck? 19 

A. No, sir. 20 

Q. Did you have a roommate on that -- on this trip? 21 

A. Yes, sir. 22 

Q. And who was that? 23 

A. Chaz.   24 

Q. He's the AB on the other tour? 25 
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A. He's the AB that was working with me that day. 1 

Q. Okay.  So he was off tour during the daytime.  Is that -- do 2 

I have that right? 3 

A. Yes, sir. 4 

Q. All right.  Was there anybody else on tour besides you and 5 

the mate and the captain? 6 

A. They had a cook and the engineer. 7 

Q. Okay.  Was one cook -- was there a day cook and a night cook? 8 

A. One of them. 9 

Q. I'm sorry, I'm not sure if you heard me.  Was one cook 10 

working days and one cook working nights? 11 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Marcel? 12 

 MR. MUISE:  Hi, I'm here.   13 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We can hear you guys.  Marcel may be 14 

having issues. 15 

 MR. MUISE:  I'll tell you what.  I'm going to call in as well 16 

then.  Stand by.   17 

 How about now?  Can you guys hear me? 18 

 MR. KUCHARSKI:  Everyone, this is Mike Kucharski.  Marcel 19 

asked for a ten minute break until he get these communications 20 

squared away, okay?  Stand ten minutes. 21 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  All right. 22 

 MR. KUCHARSKI:  Thank you.  So it's 1:48, 12:48 your time, so 23 

let's make it 58 straight up.  Thank you. 24 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thanks. 25 



13 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 MR. MUISE:  This is Marcel Muise.  It's 1358 and we are 1 

recording again.  I apologize for the technical difficulties 2 

there. 3 

 BY MR. MUISE: 4 

Q. Charlie, I think we were talking about who was in what room 5 

on the second deck and you mentioned that Chaz, the AB, was your 6 

roommate.  Do you remember who else was on that deck as well? 7 

A. James Wallingsford (ph.) was on that deck.  After that, I 8 

don’t know. 9 

Q. Okay.  Were the cooks on that deck as well?  Or were they on 10 

the first deck? 11 

A. I'm sorry.  Say that again? 12 

Q. The cooks.  Were the cooks on the first deck as well?  Or 13 

were they on the second deck? 14 

A. I don’t know. 15 

Q. Which cook was working that tour?  In other words, was there 16 

one day cook and one night cook?  Or were they both up? 17 

A. Oh, Anthony -- the cook was on the first level, Anthony, 18 

working the shift at that time. 19 

Q. Anthony.  Okay.  And -- so that meant that Ernie Williams 20 

(ph.) was on the night tour?  Is that right? 21 

A. I don't know that. 22 

Q. Okay.  The mates sent you below, I understand, to check on 23 

some water?  Do you know -- do you have any other details on what 24 

the problem was? 25 
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A. No.  I don’t know. 1 

Q. Did he send you alone down below? 2 

A. He asked me to go down there.  That's all he asked me.  I 3 

don’t know who else. 4 

Q. Okay.  And how far did you make it? 5 

A. First level. 6 

Q. Okay.  And then from the first level, what happened after 7 

that?  I mean, where were you when things went wrong? 8 

A. You're breaking up. 9 

Q. What happened when you were on the first deck after that?  10 

How did you get -- what happened when you were there, and how did 11 

you get out? 12 

A. Bad.  I heard a lot of noise so I opened the door to find out 13 

what was going on with the boat real quick.  And that's when I 14 

heard Captain Dave tell everyone to get life jackets -- everyone 15 

grab life jackets.  Then I was thrown into the room.  And I got 16 

out of there and we was going side -- it was on the side.  It 17 

rolled over. 18 

Q. Okay.  So you were in a state room and then how did you get 19 

out from there? 20 

A. I crawled out of there. 21 

Q. You crawled into the passageway?  Or through a window? 22 

A. No, sir.  Through the passageway. 23 

Q. Okay.  Then how did you get out of the passageway to outside? 24 

A. I put my feet into the ceiling and worked my way up. 25 
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Q. That was up to the door on the portside? 1 

A. Yes. 2 

Q. Okay.  So you went through the two -- there's two doors, I 3 

understand, you have to go through.  You made your way through 4 

both those doors? 5 

A. No, sir.  They were open by the time I got there. 6 

Q. Okay.  Was there anybody else in that passageway? 7 

A. Not in the passageway.  They were in a room and they managed 8 

to get the doors open. 9 

Q. Do you know if those were the two Cardinal hands? 10 

A. I don’t know who they were. 11 

Q. Okay.  And then how did you guys get outside from there? 12 

A. The doors were already open when I got there.  I don't know. 13 

Q. Okay.  I'm going to let my colleague, Mike Kucharski, take 14 

over.  Because I'm having a hard time not hearing you.   15 

 So, go ahead, Mike. 16 

 MR. KUCHARSKI:  Thank you.   17 

 BY MR. KUCHARSKI: 18 

Q. Can you hear me okay, Mr. Scallan? 19 

A. Yes, sir. 20 

Q. Okay, great.  So, as far as the -- where to put the load when 21 

you were operating the crane, who told you where to actually put 22 

the load on the deck? 23 

A. I don't know, sir.  It was just -- I don't know. 24 

Q. Well, let me ask you a different way.  Did you decide where 25 
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to put it or did someone else tell you where to put the load on 1 

the deck? 2 

A. Someone else. 3 

Q. Oh, okay.  And you said someone else as far as rigging -- 4 

loading it on, it was somebody from shore side, or one of the 5 

contractor's employees that actually connected the load; is that 6 

correct? 7 

A. Yes. 8 

Q. Okay.  And then were you able to put the load in the position 9 

that they asked you to put it in? 10 

A. Yes, sir. 11 

Q. Okay.  But in -- so we're clear on this, is it someone in the 12 

ship's crew that told you where to put the load, or was it someone 13 

else?  So by ship's crew, was it Mr. Mires -- Muise -- I'm sorry, 14 

Mr. Mires, or someone else from the ship's crew, or was it someone 15 

that you didn't know who it was? 16 

A. Someone -- I don't know, sir.  I don't know. 17 

Q. But you -- do you know if it was the ship's crew?  That's all 18 

I'm trying to understand.  Was it somebody from the ship's crew to 19 

tell you where to put the load? 20 

A. No, sir. 21 

Q. Okay.  And, so, as you lifted the load, did -- the crane give 22 

you a weight, does it? 23 

A. Yes, sir. 24 

Q. Okay.  And who did you -- after you got that weight, did you 25 
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give it to somebody? 1 

A. Yes, sir.  We gave it to Bryan. 2 

Q. Okay.  And Bryan would be Bryan Mires (ph.), correct?  The 3 

first mate -- the mate? 4 

A. Yes, sir. 5 

Q. Okay.  And do you know, was Bryan out there on deck with you?  6 

Did he have a clipboard or something he wrote it down on? 7 

A. He had a clipboard, he was writing it down. 8 

Q. Okay, great.  And, so, I think Marcel asked you about 9 

securing any -- like any -- tying it down or anything like that?  10 

You weren't involved with that? 11 

A. No, sir. 12 

Q. Did you see anyone tying anything down?  Any of the equipment 13 

down? 14 

A. No, sir. 15 

Q. Okay.  And once you finished with the crane -- okay, could 16 

you tell us, did you lower it into the cradle?  Is that what 17 

happened next? 18 

A. I'm sorry.  Say that again? 19 

Q. Before you finished with the crane for that day, okay, did 20 

you leave it up?  Did you put it down in the cradle?  What did you 21 

do? 22 

A. I was not the one that did -- I was not the one put in the 23 

back. 24 

Q. Oh, okay.  Well, let me ask you a final question on the 25 
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crane.  Did you ever -- as your duties as an AB crane operator, 1 

did you ever secure that crane -- the part -- the one part -- the 2 

boom, right?  Did you ever secure that in any way to anything on 3 

the deck of the Seacor Power? 4 

A. No, sir. 5 

Q. You understand what I'm saying, right?  Secure, like, with 6 

any wire, or any ropes or lines or anything like that.  Did you 7 

ever secure it to the deck? 8 

A. No, sir. 9 

Q. Okay.  Did you ever see it secured in any way with any wires, 10 

or things, or in any way?  Did you ever see it secured to the 11 

deck, or the cradle, or the -- did you ever see it secured to -- 12 

in any way? 13 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  What he's asking is -- how he's asking 14 

is did this travel? 15 

 BY MR. KUCHARSKI: 16 

Q. No, but, after it finishes -- after you finish using the 17 

crane and it goes down -- we have pictures of like a -- a cradle  18 

-- looks like a cradle it sits in.  We're just wondering if 19 

there's any other way to tie down that boom, or to secure it to 20 

the deck. 21 

A. It leans back lying in the rack.  No, I can’t answer that. 22 

Q. Okay.  So it just lays in the rack?  That's -- when you 23 

finish -- when it's finished for the day and you go out to see, it 24 

just lays in the rack? 25 
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A. Yes, sir. 1 

Q. Okay.  And you were asked before that -- who do you report to 2 

and you said -- did you report at all to Bryan Mires, the first 3 

mate? 4 

A. You were breaking up on that question, sir. 5 

Q. Did you report to Bryan Mires also?  Was he the first one 6 

that you reported to?  Or did you work directly for the Captain? 7 

A. No, sir.  Both of them. 8 

 MR. KUCHARSKI:  Okay.  And -- well, that's it.  I've       9 

got -- thank you. 10 

 MR. MUISE:  Captain Phillips, would you like to go ahead? 11 

 CAPT. PHILLIPS:  Thank you, Marcel.   12 

 BY CAPT. PHILLIPS: 13 

Q. This is Tracy Phillips.  I'm trying to get a better 14 

understanding of where you were on the day of.  As you were going 15 

downstairs, you said you were on the bridge and then I think you 16 

heard -- I heard you say you were going down to check on the 17 

galley, right? 18 

A. Yes. 19 

Q. Okay.  And so -- I'm looking at a diagram.  It looks like 20 

there was a stairwell inside that super structure and there were 21 

stairs on the outside.  When you left the bridge, did you go down 22 

the stairwell on the inside, or did you go down the stairs on the 23 

outside? 24 

A. Inside.  The inside stairwell. 25 
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Q. Okay.  And that's about at mid ship, is that right? 1 

A. The stairwell?  I think so.  The middle of the ship. 2 

Q. Okay.  And then you said when you got to the full-on level, 3 

you heard a noise? 4 

A. Yes, ma'am. 5 

Q. Okay.  Do you know where it was coming from? 6 

A. I don't know. 7 

Q. It looks like there's a couple different rooms.  It looks 8 

like there's a bunch of state rooms on that level and then there's 9 

a lounge and there's also a head; is that right? 10 

A. Yes. 11 

Q. Do you have any idea of which part of that level it was 12 

coming from?  Or it was just on that level somewhere? 13 

 Okay.  So when you opened the door, you never actually 14 

figured out what the noise was? 15 

A. No.   16 

 CAPT. PHILLIPS:  I see.  Okay.  Thank you.  Those are all the 17 

questions I have for right now. 18 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay.  Thank you, Captain.   19 

  please. 20 

 BY MR.  21 

Q. So, Charlie, this is  with the Coast Guard.  Just a quick 22 

question:  you -- this was the first day on your hitch back, 23 

wasn't it?  It was just -- you just came back on board that     24 

day -- that morning? 25 
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A. Yes, sir. 1 

 MR.   Okay.  I believe that's all I got for now.  2 

Thank you. 3 

 MR. MUISE:  Lieutenant  please? 4 

 LT   Thank you, sir.  I have no questions at this 5 

particular moment. 6 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay.  Lieutenant  7 

 LT   No questions at this time.   8 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay.  Mike Kucharski, I see your hand is up. 9 

 BY MR. KUCHARSKI: 10 

Q. Yes.  Mr. Scallan, did you say you were on 6:00 to 6:00 with 11 

the other AB crane operator?  6:00 to 6:00 rotation? 12 

A. Yes.  I was 6:00 in the morning and 6:00 in the evening.  13 

Yes, sir. 14 

Q. Oh, okay.  So you turned to -- so you were working 6:00 until 15 

noon -- 6:00 a.m. until noon, and then again from 6:00 in the 16 

evening until midnight.  That was supposed to be your rotation; is 17 

that correct? 18 

A. No, sir.  6:00 in the morning until 6:00 in the evening. 19 

Q. Oh, okay.  Got you.  So you're on 12 -- you work 12 hours on.  20 

It was a 12 hour rotation from 6:00 until 6:00? 21 

A. Yes, sir. 22 

Q. Got you.  Okay, thank you.   23 

 MR. KUCHARSKI:  That's all I have. 24 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay, thank you. 25 
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 ABS, please. 1 

 MR. KUCHARSKI:  It sounds like you're muted, John. 2 

 BY MR. PRESTON: 3 

Q. My apologies.  John Preston, ABS.  Mr. Scallon, have you ever 4 

been involved in any of the ABS surveys when we look at the 5 

cranes? 6 

A. What do you mean?  Transportation wise? 7 

Q. Yeah.  Just when we do the annual surveys?  They were done, I 8 

guess, a month or two before the incident. 9 

A. No, sir. 10 

Q. Okay.  All right.  Is -- do you know if the crane had any 11 

records for the collaboration of a load test? 12 

A. No. 13 

Q. Okay.  And at this time -- my understanding is that 14 

basically, you were the only AB on duty at this time?  During that 15 

day? 16 

A. No, sir.  Chaz had the rounds beside me. 17 

Q. Okay.  So he was the other AB that was on duty that day? 18 

A. Yes, sir. 19 

Q. Okay.  All right, thank you.  And then before the unit 20 

departed, was there any checks to make sure all the watertight 21 

door were secure before it left the dock? 22 

A. The ones I saw were closed. 23 

Q. Okay.  Was that part of a, like, official check?  And did 24 

anybody say -- tell somebody to go around and check all the doors, 25 
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or was that something that you just did it as a normal part of 1 

your normal process? 2 

 MR. LABORDE:  Tell him what you know. 3 

 MR. SCALLAN:  It's really not designated to anybody.  I mean, 4 

the boat crew is -- just got on there and the boat crew just 5 

closed. 6 

 BY MR. PRESTON: 7 

Q. Okay.  So, if I understand that right, then nobody actually 8 

specifically told you go around and check all the watertight doors 9 

at any time that day? 10 

A. No, sir.   11 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And then was there any JSA before 12 

departure that you participated in? 13 

A. I can't answer that one. 14 

Q. Okay -- 15 

A. No. 16 

Q. All right.  And then also, I guess, one last question.  When 17 

you were going down the stairs to go check on the galley, did you 18 

notice if the boat was leaning or anything?  Did you end up 19 

bumping into the stairwell walls before you came out onto the one 20 

deck? 21 

A. No, sir.  I don't remember. 22 

 MR. PRESTON:  Okay.  All right, thank you.  That's it. 23 

 MR. MUISE:  Thank you, John. 24 

 Mike Cenac, I apologize I didn't see you there earlier.  25 
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Would you like to introduce yourself and then go ahead with any 1 

questions you have? 2 

 MR. CENAC:  Yes, sir.  Good afternoon, Charles.  Michael 3 

Cenac, Seacor Marine.  C-E-N-A-C.  Designated person ashore.  4 

Thank you for making time for us today. 5 

 BY MR. CENAC: 6 

Q. Before you went down the part of the bridge, what were the 7 

wind conditions that you could tell? 8 

A. Before I went down the inside stairwell? 9 

Q. Yes, sir.  When you left the bridge? 10 

A. It was pretty rough. 11 

Q. You recall what the winds were? 12 

A. No, sir. 13 

Q. Mr. John has asked about a JSA beforehand.  Did you hold an 14 

orientation meeting with the crew and contactors? 15 

A. That morning? 16 

Q. Yes, sir.  What was discussed during that orientation? 17 

A. I don't remember. 18 

 MR. CENAC:  Thank you, sir.  I appreciate your time. 19 

 BY MR. MUISE: 20 

Q. Charlie, this is Marcel Muise again.  Before I had some audio 21 

issues, there we were talking about how you got out of the boat 22 

and I'd like to continue from there.  Once you got outside, where 23 

did you wind up and who was with you? 24 

A. We was on the outside by the door.  Mr. James Wallingsford 25 
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was there.  He was the one that helped pull me out onto the 1 

outside.   2 

Q. Okay.  Do you remember anybody else that was there with you? 3 

A. Yeah.  They -- I don't know their names.  There was people 4 

there. 5 

Q. Okay.  You mentioned your roommate Chaz, and you said he was 6 

on duty that day.  But was he on duty at that time?  Was he on 7 

tour with you? 8 

A. Yes, sir.  I think that's it. 9 

Q. Okay.  And where was he at this time? 10 

A. I don't know. 11 

Q. So when you're outside, did you manage to grab a life jacket 12 

at any point? 13 

A. Say that again? 14 

Q. Did you manage to grab a life jacket at any time in       15 

this -- during this time?  A life jacket? 16 

A. No, sir. 17 

Q. And then I understand that you either fell off or slipped off 18 

into the water; is that correct? 19 

A. Yes.  Once before and managed to get back. 20 

Q. And then you fell off for the last time, or did you jump into 21 

the water? 22 

A. I don't remember.  I don’t -- I just know I was in the water. 23 

Q. Can you tell us about the Coast Guard boat picking you up?  24 

How did they get you out of the water? 25 
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A. They were alongside it -- they were there and they put a long 1 

metal pole out.  They threw something and then they had a long 2 

line one of the Coast Guard personnel was holding and I managed to 3 

grab ahold of that.   4 

Q. And I understand you were hurt pretty bad at some point.  Was 5 

that when you were on the lift boat or in the water?  Did you get 6 

snagged on something? 7 

A. It was -- I got washed off once before.  I got banged up 8 

pretty good and then washed off and whatever second run -- 9 

probably what happened there. 10 

Q. Okay.  So you think you hit something when you got washed off 11 

the first time? 12 

A. Yes. 13 

Q. Okay.  What kind of medical treatment did they give you on 14 

the Coast Guard boat? 15 

A. They looked at my wounds.  I really don’t remember.  I know 16 

they were looking at stuff and they -- that's it.  I couldn’t 17 

remember anything else. 18 

Q. When you got to shore did you go by ambulance to the hospital 19 

or was there a helicopter that got you guys? 20 

A. No, sir.  Ambulance.   21 

Q. Thank you.  Okay.  And my last question: we touched on 22 

training earlier.  You mentioned Falck Alford, I think, in Houma.  23 

Was that for helicopter egress training, or was that your water 24 

survival for your AB ticket? 25 
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A. That was water survival.  We did a T-HUET simulation 1 

(indiscernible). 2 

Q. T-HUET, okay.  How about for your AB?  Where did you take 3 

that water survival training?  It's called STCW basic training. 4 

A. I've taken it at Falck Alford.  I took my AB at Haughton. 5 

Q. Okay.  But the water survival portion of AB was at      6 

Alford -- Falck Alford as well? 7 

A. Yes, sir. 8 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay.  Thank you. 9 

 I'll open it up for a round of follow-ups.   10 

 Mike Kucharski? 11 

 BY MR. KUCHARSKI: 12 

Q. Yes, thank you.  Hello?  Okay.  Mr. Scallan, just a couple 13 

follow-up questions.  I just want to be as clear as I can be about 14 

this.  I can shed some light on.  You were asked if anyone on that 15 

date told you to close the watertight doors.  And you said no, I 16 

believe.  When you were an AB on the Seacor Power, did anyone ever 17 

tell you to close the watertight doors or check all the watertight 18 

doors? 19 

A. Not that I can remember. 20 

Q. Okay.  And did -- have you ever seen a copy of your job 21 

description?  What you're supposed to do? 22 

A. It's been a while. 23 

Q. Yeah, I can imagine.  I don’t think I ever looked at mine.  24 

But tell me did -- do you remember if in your job description, 25 
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you're supposed to check watertight doors? 1 

A. No, sir.  I don’t remember. 2 

 MR. KUCHARSKI:  Okay.  Perfect.  Thank you very much.  Thanks 3 

for taking the time.  Appreciate it. 4 

 MR. MUISE:  Any follow-ups from the Coast Guard, please. 5 

 BY CAPT. PHILLIPS: 6 

Q. Good afternoon this is Tracy Phillips.  Just a couple of 7 

follow-up questions from a few of the things that you told us.  8 

You said when you were on the bridge you saw the weather and 9 

really rough.  I heard you have 31 years' experience, so you have 10 

a lot of background.  Was this one of those situations that you 11 

would say it's rougher than you've ever seen it?  Or it was bad 12 

but it wasn’t the worst you’ve ever seen?  How would you compare 13 

the weather day with other situations you've been in? 14 

A. I mean rough, like, I've seen it.  Not at that time.   15 

Q. Okay.  And then as you were going out of the vessel after it 16 

had capsized, I know that you told us you didn’t know all of the 17 

other people that were out there.  Do you remember how many people 18 

there were there though?  I know you said James Wallingsford was 19 

there; do you remember how many other people were there? 20 

A. No I don’t remember. 21 

Q. Okay.  And then how long would you say you were on the boat 22 

before you saw the Coast Guard arrive? 23 

A. I don’t know.  I don’t -- 24 

Q. If you had to group it in a timeframe, a matter of minutes, a 25 
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matter of hours, or more than a few hours? 1 

A. It's hard for me to say.  It was more than a few minutes, I 2 

know that.  But other than that, it's hard for me to say.  I don’t 3 

know. 4 

Q. Okay.  But was it still light out when you saw them arrive? 5 

A. Yes, ma'am. 6 

Q. Okay.  And did you ever hear the Coast Guard boat try to tell 7 

you anything on the microphone or try to talk to you or anything 8 

like that? 9 

A. Yes. 10 

Q. Do you remember any of the things they said? 11 

A. What I heard them say was jump.  I mean that's what I heard. 12 

Q. Okay.  Do you think anybody that was there listened to them 13 

and jumped as result of what they were saying? 14 

A. (Indiscernible). 15 

 CAPT. PHILLIPS:  Okay.  This is really helpful.  Thank you 16 

very much.  That was good. 17 

 MR. MUISE:    I see your hand is up. 18 

 BY MR.  19 

Q. I'm sorry, my bad.  I this is   Quick question: you said 20 

that as you were going down the stairwell inside that you heard 21 

Captain Dave holler out for everyone to but on their work -- life 22 

jackets, you said?  Correct? 23 

A. Yes. 24 

Q. How did that come across?  How did you hear that?  Was that 25 
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through the PA system?  Or was that just -- you can hear it 1 

echoing down the stairwell?  Was he screaming it at the bridge?  2 

Or how does that -- how was that message transmitted? 3 

A. Over the PA.  4 

Q. Okay. 5 

A. The valvatron (ph.). 6 

 MR.   Okay.  That's all I got.  Thank you. 7 

 MR. MUISE:  Any follow-up from ABS? 8 

 BY MR. PRESTON: 9 

Q. Actually, I do have one question for you sir.  Did you ever 10 

see the pulse alarm go off? 11 

A. I don’t remember hearing it.   12 

 MR. PRESTON:  Okay.  Thank you. 13 

 MR. MUISE:  And the Seacor Marine, please. 14 

 MR. CENAC:  No further questions.  Thank you, sir. 15 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay.  Thank you, Michael. 16 

 BY MR. MUISE: 17 

Q. Mr. Scallan, I just have one quick follow-up.  You mentioned 18 

James Wallingsford; was he still on board when you got washed 19 

away?  Or did he get washed off before you? 20 

A. No, sir.  He was still on the boat. 21 

Q. Okay, thank you.  Is there anything that we have not asked 22 

that you think we should know about or look into? 23 

A. Say that again, sir? 24 

Q. Is there anything that I didn’t ask that you think we should 25 
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know or we should ask about? 1 

A. No, sir. 2 

Q. Or anything else you want to share with us? 3 

A. No, sir. 4 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay.  If you have -- if you can think of 5 

anything else at all, please -- you can reach me through Mr. 6 

Laborde.  Our email address is witness@ntsb.gov.   7 

 I'll open it up one more time.  Is there any other follow-8 

ups?  No?  Okay.   9 

 And with that, it's 1430 and I will secure this recording.   10 

 (Whereupon, the interview was concluded.) 11 
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