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Richards Michael

Subject: RE: SEACOR POWER INCIDENT

 
From: LB‐Rockfish  @allcoastllc.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 19, 2021 3:39 PM 
To: eyewitnessreport  @ntsb.gov> 
Subject: SEACOR POWER INCIDENT 
 

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you recognize 
the sender and know the content is safe. 

Mr. Greg Ellers, 
 
I’m 62 year old Captain Ted Duthu of the Liftboat ROCKFISH, owned by ALL COAST LLC of Lafayette, LA., On that tragic 
day of April 13, 2021, I was approximately 2 miles due east of where I’m on location, about ¾ of a mile NE from where 
the SEACOR POWER is located. I departed the other location where I was at 1335 and headed to where I’m located now. 
I arrived here at 1430, by the time I jacked up on location it was 1445. The wind was blowing from the NE at 18 mph 
with a current to the NW at 1.5 kts. I had seen the SEACOR POWER headed south out of Belle Pass, once I was jacked on 
location myself and a deckhand walked out on the port side of the wheelhouse and continued to observe the SEACOR 
POWER travelling, around 1530 the sky became dark and was moving fast to the SE, the winds around 25 mph., then it 
started to drizzle then came the heavy rain and wind at first the winds started at 30 ‐35 mph, then increased to 95 mph., 
that’s when we lost visual of the SEACOR POWER, we kept visual of it’s position on the AIS and Rose Point system I have 
on here, then all of sudden we lost her position, my first thought was that the AIS was lost due to the weather. I clocked 
winds onboard here at 95 kts. for about  1 hour without any break. According to my weather report it was showing a 
weak cold front coming through. Never in my wildest dream that I thought that the winds were going to be this strong. 
When the rain and wind finally subsided to 50 – 60 mph and we could see we started looking around, when my 
deckhand walk to the back door of the third level and told me to look off the stbd stern that it didn’t look good, I was 
still in the wheelhouse, I started looking around this vessel and didn’t see anything, finally he came up and we walked 
out the stbd side of wheelhouse and he pointed to the SEACOR POWER. We got on the vhf radio and made the MAYDAY 
call to Coast Guard, then the deckhand found the phone number to SEACOR’s office in Houston, TX, they gave him the 
number to the Houma office, within 30 minutes of the MAYDAY call the Coast Guard Cutter GLYNN HARRIS arrived on 
seen. I’ve been working on the gulf now for 44 years and never experienced anything like this before. If you need 
anything else from me feel free to contact me my cell at   I’ll be glad to answer any questions you may 
have. 
 
Thanks, 
 
CAPT. TED DUTHU 
LIFTBOAT ROCKFISH 
ALL COAST, LLC 
151 South Park Road – 3rd Floor 
Lafayette, LA 70508 
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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(10:00 a.m.) 2 

 MR. MUISE:  -- with me today (indiscernible) to our 3 

investigation.  In the end, as Drew Ehlers said, we're not going 4 

to have this interview transcribed or anything, but our notes will 5 

go into the public docket eventually.  Do you have any questions 6 

for me before we get started? 7 

 MR. DUTHU:  No. 8 

INTERVIEW OF TED DUTHU 9 

 BY MR. MUISE: 10 

Q. Okay.  Can we start with just a little bit of background?  11 

Tell us about yourself.  How long have you worked out there?  What 12 

kind of license do you have?  13 

A. I'm Captain Ted Duthu. I hold a 200-ton Masters.  I've been 14 

working in the Gulf here for 44 years in the oil field, out the 15 

oil field.  I ran all types of boats.   16 

 I started off running a shrimp boat.  My daddy was a shrimp 17 

boat owner.  At the age of 17, I became a captain.  My dad taught 18 

me everything he knew, and when he left the shrimping business, he 19 

got into the (indiscernible) boat business.  I ran barges for him 20 

up and down the Mississippi River for about three years, then I 21 

came back offshore.  I ran utility boats, crew boats and then I 22 

went to work for off coast on this lift boat.  Well, I worked on a 23 

few lift boats they had, but this is the boat I started on and 24 

this is the boat they broke me out on, and I've been on this boat 25 
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now for six years.   1 

 That was pretty much -- like I said in the beginning, I ran 2 

all types of boats:  shrimp boats, utility boats, crew boat, 3 

(indiscernible), and like I said, now I'm on this boat, which is a 4 

totally different animal than any other boat that you can get on. 5 

Q. Okay.  That said, can you tell us a little bit about the 6 

Rockfish? 7 

A. Rockfish is a 125 class lift boat.  She's, what, 76 foot 8 

long?  I think she's 30 foot wide.  She sleeps 22 people.  9 

Q. Okay -- 10 

A. (Indiscernible).  I have no (indiscernible). 11 

Q. So what I'm going to ask you to do next is, with as much 12 

detail as you can remember, can you walk us through the incident 13 

on the 13th?  I'm not going to interrupt you.  Just give us as 14 

much as you can remember, please.  You're the first one we've 15 

actually talked to that was out there, so the more you can 16 

remember, the better.  In fact, I'm going to mute my microphone so 17 

I don't interrupt you at all.  Please, share with -- whatever you 18 

have for us, please.  19 

A. It was around 13:00, 13:30 when the main platform called me. 20 

We had drillers doing a water line (indiscernible) and we had to 21 

move over two miles to the west, where I was when this incident 22 

happened.  When I'm on my way proceeding to the next location, I 23 

seen the sky starting to get dark, but then you go back -- before 24 

I moved, I checked the weather report and it was giving 15 to 20 25 



6 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

knot winds, adjusted 25.  (Indiscernible) about two to four, three 1 

to five.  I jacked down and started heading west.   2 

 I was about two miles from my (indiscernible).  But on my way 3 

there, I seen the sky starting to get dark.  The wind picked up 4 

some, but not out of the ordinary.  I got on location -- well, on 5 

my way to location, I seen the Power coming out of Belle Pass and 6 

I kept on coming and once I reached location I set up, I tagged 7 

and I jacked out the water, and by that time, he was almost -- not 8 

directly behind me, like sort of to the northwest of me.  Me and 9 

one of my deckhands walks out of the portside wheelhouse and we 10 

was just standing out there.   11 

 We was watching him, he was coming and then that dark sky 12 

just stayed like over Fourchon for a while and then all of a 13 

sudden it started moving fast.  I told the deckhand, I said, they 14 

said they got a storm front coming, and I said, it's moving really 15 

fast so I guess it's going to be over and done with pretty quick.  16 

Well, the wind -- after that storm cloud passed over, it started 17 

drizzling and then all of a sudden it started to pour down.   18 

 All that while, I could see the Power.  It was still heading 19 

south.  He was -- his speed was, what, three knots, four knots.  I 20 

don't quite remember because I could see him on my Rose Point.  We 21 

walked in and, I mean, I shut the door and all of a sudden the 22 

wind went from 25 and, I mean, the wind shot up to 95 miles an 23 

hour. That's when we lost sight of them, but I could still see him 24 

on the Rose Point in my AIS.  I mean, these winds -- I was getting 25 
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hit broad side.  The waves -- I was jacked up about six foot, 1 

seven foot out the water, and every now and then a wave would slam 2 

the portside of the boat and wash over the deck.  I'm guessing 3 

four to six foot, six to eight they had, but then when the winds 4 

kicked up and stayed at 95 for about an hour. It was -- that wind 5 

was blowing.   6 

 I worked south shore.  When I was shrimping, I'd tread deep 7 

water; 200, 300 foot of water.  I got hit by both fronts offshore, 8 

but never nothing like this, and at 95 -- it was one wave -- 9 

during the course of that time, there was a wave that hit the side 10 

of the boat and it went completely over my rescue boat.  My rescue 11 

boat is 10 foot off the deck.  That waved washed right over the 12 

deck, over that rescue boat, and I mean this boat was swaying side 13 

to side.  I stayed there and I watched that wind gauge.  My 14 

deckhand went downstairs, went out the wheelhouse and then our 15 

(indiscernible) right below the wheelhouse.  He went down to his 16 

room to get something and I stayed up there.  I kept an eye on the 17 

AIS.  When he come back up he said, I don't see the Power anymore.  18 

I said, no, I don't see it.  But most of the time, these AIS, when 19 

the weather gets bad, they go out; you know, they miss signal, 20 

they go out.  I thought that's what had happened.   21 

 Well, after the wind kind of subsided to about 60, 70 miles 22 

an hour, the wind kind of slides off, he walked to the backdoor 23 

and he hollered at me and said, look on the starboard stern.  He 24 

said, it don't look good.  Well, I walked out the wheelhouse and I 25 
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was looking at the bottom deck of his boat.  I didn’t see nothing.  1 

I never looked at the horizon, like to the southwest of me.  Then 2 

he comes up, I said, I don't see nothing.  He said -- we walked, 3 

we walked out and he pointed and I said, Oh, Lord.  He said, we 4 

need to do something.  Well, I went on the radio and made the 5 

mayday call.  We got Coast Guard on the radio and the dispatch for 6 

Coast Guard, you know, asked the normal questions:  where we were, 7 

what happened.  And within 30 minutes the cutter Glenn Harris was 8 

on site.  He was coming, we called to him and told him -- he was 9 

coming, like, towards the platform where I was and then we told 10 

him like, it's off to the southwest, and then once he come around 11 

the platform (indiscernible), I had (indiscernible) and he went 12 

that way and -- 13 

 The wind, the wind stayed up 60, 70 miles an hour almost all 14 

night because I don't sleep when they have weather like this.  I 15 

come lay down, the wind (indiscernible).  I go upstairs, I jack 16 

up, come back, lay down and (indiscernible).  It looks like it's 17 

going to get worse.  It looked like it was going to calm down, 18 

then the winds picked up again to about 75, 80 miles an hour.   19 

 That's when -- I think the helo arrived and it started to go 20 

in and then -- I could hear him over the radio where they started.   21 

 Well, we -- let me go back.  We called the field boat we had 22 

over here and told him what had happened and he came after the 23 

wind had kind of subsided.  I don't know how big that crew boat 24 

is.  It's a pretty big crew boat.  He ran to -- he made his way 25 
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over to where the Power is and circled.  The Glenn Harris was 1 

there already and then he started combing the area going to the 2 

southwest, and then there -- I don't know.  I guarantee there was 3 

15, 20 boats in the short period of time combing the area looking 4 

for personnel or anything they could see in the water.  You know, 5 

it's -- I don't know how to put this.  This is the first time I 6 

ever experienced something like this and I was never the type of 7 

person to get scared, but that night, I prayed and I got scared 8 

like I never got scared before.  I called home, I talked to my 9 

wife, and she said, you sound like you're nervous.  I said -- I 10 

told her what happened and, you know, it's just --  11 

 You know, I knew one guy on that boat.  That was Gene 12 

Waterfort (ph.).  I had met him because we had did a job with one 13 

of the Seacor boats and he was on -- well, he was on another boat 14 

and we did a job with him.  We were their support boat.  You know, 15 

he was not (indiscernible) fellow mariner and I do what I have to 16 

to try to help anybody out here.  You know, that's -- you know, 17 

from what I've seen -- over the radio, I didn't hear nothing and 18 

(indiscernible).  We had one radio (indiscernible) and one for the 19 

(indiscernible) down here.  After we made the mayday call, then on 20 

16 we heard another mayday call coming in, but that's basically 21 

what happened that night.  22 

Q. Okay, thank you, Captain.  This is Marcel Muise again.  I 23 

just got a couple follow-up questions for you.  How many people 24 

did you have onboard the Rockfish that night?  25 



10 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

A. Six. 1 

Q. Did your crew -- did you or someone in your crew actually see 2 

the Sea Power (sic) go over? 3 

A. No, we didn't see the Sea Power go over.  We -- that's when 4 

the winds picked up and the rain got heavy.  We couldn’t see 5 

nothing.  6 

Q. Did -- 7 

A. We seen him right before the wind jacked that high, and, I 8 

mean, when the wind got that high, it started raining and we 9 

couldn't see anything. 10 

Q. Before the rain, did it look like they were struggling at all 11 

to maintain a course, or were the cranes moving around or -- 12 

A. No.  It looked like before all of this he was on his steady 13 

course. 14 

Q. Okay.  The -- 15 

A. It looked like he had good control. 16 

Q. Your Rose Point, can you see the AIS targets on your Rose 17 

Point or is AIS separate? 18 

A. No, I can see them on my Rose Point. 19 

Q. How about the wind?  Is the wind on your rose point, or is 20 

that separate? 21 

A. No, I have a wind gauge.  That's separate.  22 

Q. But that's not on your Rose Point display? 23 

A. No. 24 

Q. Did you happen to take a picture of it at all? 25 
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A. No.  You know, I was -- it kind of hit me in the wrong place 1 

and I didn't take pictures of anything. 2 

Q. Your Rose Point, do you know how long it saves information 3 

for?  Is it -- some of them are 30 days, some of them are 6 4 

months.  5 

A. I'm not sure. 6 

Q. Okay.  When is the next time you might be in port, you think? 7 

A. What was that? 8 

Q. When do you think you might be in Fourchon next? 9 

A. Oh, I have no idea.  We're (indiscernible) boat over here and 10 

it's not that often we go to the dock. 11 

Q. Okay.  Your mayday call to the Coast Guard, do you know who 12 

you talked to?  Was it the station or was it New Orleans? 13 

A. It was New Orleans. 14 

Q. Okay, that's all the questions I had.   15 

 MR. MUISE:  Drew, do you have any? 16 

 MR. EHLERS: Yes, sir. 17 

 BY MR. EHLERS: 18 

Q. This is Drew Ehlers again from the NTSB.  You mentioned 19 

before you got underway that day to move from one place to the 20 

next that you checked the weather and I think in your email you 21 

mentioned a weather report.  Where do you get your weather 22 

information from?  23 

A. We get our weather information from StormGeo.  24 

Q. You said StormGeo? 25 
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A. Yes.  1 

Q. Okay.  When you saw the Seacor Power before the high winds 2 

and the -- or as the rains started to hit, could you see -- was he 3 

taking any water over the deck? 4 

A. (Indiscernible), no. 5 

Q. Say that again, sorry. 6 

A. I don't think he was taking water over -- I don't remember, 7 

but I don’t think he was taking water over the deck because the 8 

wind was, the wind was coming from the north, blowing towards the 9 

stern. 10 

Q. Did he look like he was on an even keel? 11 

A. Yeah, he looked pretty level. 12 

Q. Okay, all right.  Now, you mentioned that you had a wave go 13 

over your rescue boat and you said, I think, that your rescue boat 14 

-- about ten feet high.  How high would you say that is above the 15 

water when you were jacked up?  Do you have an estimate? 16 

A. I'd say about 15 -- 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. Well, maybe about 15, 20 feet. 19 

Q. Fifteen, 20 feet, okay.  And you said that your wind 20 

indicator.  Is that a standard anemometer, or is that something 21 

special you have for out in the oil fields?  22 

A. This is -- what is it?  It's a digital wind gauge.  I think 23 

it's a Melvin brand. 24 

Q. Melvin?  Okay.  And do you have just one wind bird? 25 
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A. Yeah, just one. 1 

Q. Okay.  All right.  Thank you, captain. 2 

 MR. MUISE:  Captain Phillips?  3 

 BY CAPT PHILLIPS:  4 

Q. Good morning, Captain.  Again, this is Tracy Phillips.  I was 5 

wondering -- couple of additional questions about your anemometer. 6 

Is it in knots or miles per hour? 7 

A. I think it's in knots.  I could go up there and look at it. 8 

Q. Okay, we'll just follow up with that after the call.  How -- 9 

you said it went from 25 to 95.  How quickly did it jump up to 95? 10 

A. Within a couple minutes. 11 

Q. Wow. 12 

A. If that.  13 

Q. Really?  And once it -- 14 

A. The winds come up, I mean -- go ahead. 15 

Q. No, go ahead.  That's good. 16 

A. I said, the winds come up fast.  I mean, it was quick. 17 

Q. Yeah, it sounds like it.  Okay.  And once it got up to 95, 18 

was it at a constant direction, or was it kind of shifting over 19 

time? 20 

A. It was at a constant direction coming from the north.  I was 21 

on the west side of this platform where I was and the wind was 22 

hitting me on the portside. 23 

Q. Okay.  And you said your visibility dropped considerably 24 

then.  I mean, how far would you say you could see at that point? 25 



14 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

A. Farthest I could see was the platform that was in front of 1 

me, and that was about 20 feet from me. 2 

Q. Woah, okay.  How long does it take you to jack up? 3 

A. Once I got here, once I tagged, it took me about -- from the 4 

time I hit bottom, I'd say about, about 10 minutes, maybe not that 5 

long.  6 

Q. So it was pretty quick? 7 

A. Yeah, the legs on here are pretty quick. 8 

Q. How deep was the water at that point? 9 

A. What was that? 10 

Q. Do you remember about how deep the water was there? 11 

A. I was in 46 feet of water. 12 

Q. Okay.  I know that you said you didn't hear anything from the 13 

Seacor Power during the weather.  Had you talked to them earlier 14 

in the day, or had you heard them make any radio calls earlier in 15 

the day? 16 

A. No.  I think the only call I heard was when he was coming out 17 

of Belle Pass saying he was coming out of Belle Pass by the one 18 

(indiscernible) headed southbound.  That's the only thing I heard 19 

he said. 20 

Q. Okay, thank you.  If your boat had been underway when this 21 

storm hit, what do you think would've happened to your boat?  22 

A. I'd be in the same situation that boat is in right now. 23 

Q. Really?  24 

A. This is a -- like I said, this was a small boat compared to 25 



15 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

that boat and if I wouldn't have made it -- if I wouldn’t of 1 

tagged when I did, I think this boat would've went over also.  2 

Q. Thank you very much.  3 

 BY MR. EHLERS:  4 

Q. This Drew Ehlers again from the NTSB, Captain.  Do you 5 

remember what time did you arrive at the platform you were at? 6 

A. I got here at probably about an hour. 7 

Q. Okay.  About an hour before the winds hit? 8 

A. I got here around 2:45. 9 

Q. 2:45?  Okay.  10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. And do you remember -- 12 

A. And -- 13 

Q. Go ahead. 14 

A. When I got here, the wind was blowing from the northeast at 15 

about 18 to 20 miles an hour.  The current was pretty strong.  The 16 

current was running to the northwest at about 1.5, 1.6 knots.  17 

Q. Okay, and when the 95-mile-per-hour winds hit, do you 18 

remember what time that was? 19 

A. Let me see.  I got in at 2:45.  It was 3:30 when the winds 20 

started picking up, and I guess it was around 16:30, 16:15, 21 

somewhere in that area when the wind picked up. 22 

Q. Say that time one more time. 23 

A. 16:30. 24 

Q. I'm sorry, I'm kind of unclear.  Is that 15 or 16? 25 
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A. 16.  1-6-3-0. 1 

Q. 1-6-3-0, okay.  All right.  Sorry about that, Captain.  Did 2 

the winds shift at that time or were they still from the northeast 3 

-- or excuse me, yeah, northeast? 4 

A. The wind went from the northeast and then went, like, due 5 

north.  6 

Q. Due north. 7 

A. The wind was blowing from the north cause I was getting hit 8 

broad side, and then, like I said, I was jacked up on the west 9 

side of the platform. 10 

Q. Okay, and when the wind subsided -- go ahead. 11 

A. No, go ahead. 12 

Q. When the wind subsided, such that they did 60 or 70 knots, 13 

was it still from the north? 14 

A. Yes. 15 

Q. Okay.  16 

 MR. MUISE:  Let's go around the room clockwise.  ABS, do you 17 

have any follow ups? 18 

 BY MR. PRESTON:  19 

Q. So -- 20 

A. What's that? 21 

Q. Sorry, Captain.  This is John Preston with ABS.  So I 22 

understand that you arrived about 2:45 and put the legs down.  At 23 

that point, did you have any issues with the weather conditions 24 

getting the legs down and getting up out of the water? 25 
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A. When I got here, the only problem I encountered was the 1 

current.  Once these legs go down -- I mean, these boats are hard 2 

to maneuver when they got a strong current, but the current was 3 

trying to -- the current was headed to the northwest; I'm trying 4 

to get on the west side of here, this platform, and that was the 5 

only issue I had was the current.  The wind and the sea didn't 6 

really bother me that much.  It was just the strong current was 7 

trying to push me away.  It wanted this boat to go, but I 8 

maneuvered the boat around to where I needed to get and I got the 9 

boat on location safely.  10 

Q. Okay, and then so I guess -- and then you were out of the 11 

water shortly thereafter, and if I understood you right, you said 12 

that if you would have been about 45 minutes later or something -- 13 

you said at 15:30 the winds started to pick up.  Would your vessel 14 

would have been able to elevate in that kind of condition? 15 

A. If I'd have got here before the wind got to 95 miles an hour 16 

you're talking about? 17 

Q. Yeah.  18 

A. Yes, I could have got the boat out the water. 19 

Q. Okay.  20 

A. It would have been sort of a dash, but I could have got her 21 

out of the water.  22 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay, thanks.  OCS (ph.)? 23 

 BY MR.   24 

Q. Hey, Captain Ted.  This is  with the Coast Guard. 25 
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You said you heard the last --  1 

 Good morning, I appreciate your time and your response.  As a 2 

fellow mariner, it's nice -- you know, I know the brotherhood out 3 

there is that we look after each other.  So I appreciate that.   4 

 You said you heard the Power coming out of -- reportedly it's 5 

coming out of Belle Pass and headed southbound.  That's the 6 

direction of toward the Hole in the Wall, right?  7 

A. Yes. 8 

Q. Okay.  Do you know if he made it to the Hole in the Wall?  9 

I'm just trying to get a visual in my head.  Or did the weather 10 

overtake him somewhere -- go ahead, I'm sorry. 11 

A. The weather overtook him when he was almost directly 12 

(indiscernible). 13 

Q. Which would have been halfway between -- I'm sorry, go ahead. 14 

A. Yeah, go ahead. 15 

Q. I said, which would have probably been halfway between Belle 16 

Pass and the Hole in the Wall. 17 

A. Well, he'd have been past the Hole in the Wall.  The location 18 

where I'm at is just south of Hole in the Wall.  19 

Q. Okay.  So you would've been outside that area?  Okay.  20 

A. Yes. 21 

Q. Do you remember the name of the field boat - it's again 22 

- that was working that area? 23 

A. The Errod (ph.). 24 

Q. Errod?  Okay.  That's all I've got.  Thank you, Captain, 25 
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appreciate it. 1 

 BY LT   2 

Q. Captain, this is  with the Coast Guard.  Just 3 

had a question about the area you guys were operating.  I 4 

understand that's a pretty dense area of pipelines.  What's your 5 

experience with that, and do you have any special precautions or 6 

procedures when dropping legs in that particular area? 7 

A. Yes.  Anytime we move from one from location the other, they 8 

send us a (indiscernible) and map of what side to get on, where 9 

the pipelines are, and we got a map of the whole field here 10 

(indiscernible).  And whenever we go to a site, we just pull that 11 

map out, look where the pipelines are and get on the safe side, 12 

away from pipelines. 13 

Q. Okay.  Now, the particular area where the Seacor was, do you 14 

know if that is a significantly more dense area with that -- with 15 

pipelines?  16 

A. There's pipelines around where he was.  Looking at the -- 17 

looking at my Rose Point, we don't have a map that goes that far  18 

-- but looking at the Rose Point, I seen there was pipelines in 19 

that area. 20 

Q. Okay, I appreciate it, Captain. 21 

 MR. MUISE: Seacor? 22 

 BY MR. CENAC:  23 

Q. Mr. Ted, this is Michael Cenac with Seacor.  First, thank you 24 

for all your efforts and support throughout this.  One question 25 
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Q. Okay, and did you hear them issue of urgent marine 1 

information broadcast, otherwise known as a pan-pan, over channel 2 

16? 3 

A. I don't remember hearing it. 4 

Q. That’s okay, Captain.  My final question for you, sir, did 5 

you happen to overhear the Coast Guard sector having any other 6 

direct communications with any other Coast Guards assets over the 7 

marine band radio? 8 

A. Not that I can recall. 9 

Q. Okay.  Those are all the questions I have, Captain.  Thank 10 

you. 11 

 MR. MUISE:  Captain Phillips? 12 

 BY CAPT PHILLIPS:  13 

Q. Captain, I just -- this is Tracy Phillips again with the 14 

Coast Guard.  I just really wanted to say thank you for your quick 15 

thinking and your actions on the evening of the casualty.  I think 16 

that your quick call to the Coast Guard saved some lives, so I 17 

really appreciate it.  18 

A. You know, like I said before, I'm out here, work with people 19 

out here that I don't know, but they're fellow mariners and we're 20 

all out here working together even though we don't work for the 21 

same people.  You know, that's what I was taught when my daddy 22 

first showed me how to run a boat.  Whenever somebody is in 23 

distress, lend a hand.  24 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay, Captain.  Is there any other thoughts or --  25 



22 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 Anybody?   1 

 If you could think of anything, Captain -- else that we 2 

didn't cover, you can reach us -- you have Mr. Ehlers phone 3 

number.  You can reach us anytime at witness@NTSB.gov. 4 

 MR. EHLERS:  Actually, Captain, this is Drew Ehlers again.  5 

I'll email you again.  I know you have my email address, but, 6 

again, I very much appreciate it.  So I'll touch base with you.  7 

This has been very helpful. 8 

 MR. MUISE:  That said, do you -- there is a lot of 9 

information here.  Do you want to ask him if you want to have this 10 

transcribed?  Is that -- or do you want to just -- 11 

 MR. EHLERS: I'll take care of that later. 12 

 MR. MUISE:  Okay.   13 

 Okay, Captain, is there anything else?  Again, thank you for 14 

your time.  Again, if you can think of anything else at all that 15 

we didn't cover, please reach out to us. 16 

 MR. DUTHU:  Okay, no problem.  Glad to know I could help you 17 

all out with this. 18 

 MR. MUISE:  All right.  Well, thank you again, sir.  19 

 MR. DUTHU:  All right.  You guys have a good day. 20 

 (Whereupon, the interview was concluded.) 21 

 22 

   23 

 24 

 25 
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sea as a result of this casualty.  [Stood for moment of silence].  Thank you.  You may 1 

now be seated.  We will now take a recess before calling our first witness, Captain Ted 2 

Duthu.  The recess will last until approximately 9:15 or possibly 9:30. The board is now 3 

in recess.  The time is 0827.  Thank you.  4 

 The hearing recessed at 0827, 2 August 2021 5 

 The hearing was called to order at 0915, 2 August 2021. 6 

CAPT Phillips:  The time is 0915 on August 2nd, 2021.  This hearing is now in session.  7 

As a reminder we ask all persons in the room to please wear a mask at all times unless 8 

you’re actively participating in questioning or giving testimony.  We will now hear 9 

testimony from Captain Ted Duthu.  Lieutenant Alger can you please administer the 10 

oath? 11 

Recorder:  Good morning.  Please raise your right hand.  A false statement given to an 12 

agency of the United States is punishable by a fine and or imprisonment under 18 U.S. 13 

Code 1001.  Knowing this do you solemnly swear that the testimony you’re about to 14 

give will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 15 

WIT:  I do. 16 

Recorder:  Please be seated.  For the record please if you could state your full name 17 

and spell your last. 18 

WIT:  Ted Duthu, D-U-T-H-U 19 

Recorder:  Alright.  And if you could identify if your counsel is present or to confirm your 20 

representation. 21 

WIT:  I’m by myself here. 22 

Recorder:  Thank you. 23 
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CAPT Phillips:   Thank you Lieutenant Alger.  Good morning Captain. 1 

WIT:  Good morning. 2 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you for being here with us today. 3 

WIT:  Alright. 4 

CAPT Phillips:  Can you tell us where you’re currently employed and how long you’ve 5 

been there? 6 

WIT:  I’m employed for All Coast, LLC and I’ve been there 7 years. 7 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  And what’s your position with All Coast? 8 

WIT:  I’m a Captain. 9 

CAPT Phillips:  Can you describe for us what your general responsibilities are in that 10 

position? 11 

WIT:  My responsibilities consist of making sure the boat’s in the operable condition to 12 

keep this boat on the job.  Make sure everybody on the boat is safe.  And do the job that 13 

I was assigned to do. 14 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  Are you assigned to one particular boat at all times or do you 15 

jump from boat to boat? 16 

WIT:  I jump from boat to boat.  But I was – my regular boat is the ROCK FISH.  But its 17 

in for Coast Guard right now, so I’m on a different boat now. 18 

CAPT Phillips:  Do you have any licenses or certificates? 19 

WIT:  I have a 200 master’s. 20 

CAPT Phillips:  And tell us a little bit about your experience on lift boats.  How long 21 

have you been working on them? 22 
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WIT:  I started off working for All Coast in 2014.  At first I didn’t know what I had stepped 1 

into.  Because that was the first time ever working on one of these boats.  But after the 2 

first year I trained under a younger fellow.  I was – I started with them, I was 55 years 3 

old.  I trained under a 30 year old.  And at first All Coast didn’t understand, or they 4 

understood but they couldn’t seem to get in – takes about, you know I was 55 at the 5 

time and training under a 30 year old.  And I explained to them, if this 30 year old guy 6 

been working here, I think he was there 10 years and he knows everything about this 7 

boat, well that saying teaching an old dog new tricks that don’t work.  Because he 8 

taught me how to operate this boat.  And I learned from him.  And I work under three 9 

other Captains after him.  Two other Captains after him.  Until I think it was a year later 10 

when All Coast turned me loose and I went to the ROCK FISH.  So I’ve been on the 11 

ROCK FISH between the 7 years, on and off for 7 years.  But the last three years I was 12 

on the ROCK FISH. 13 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  There may be some folks in the audience that don’t know 14 

what a lift boat is.  Could you just give us a brief description of what a lift boat is? 15 

WIT:  A lift boat is a barge with three legs on it.  It has a port leg on the bow, the 16 

starboard leg and you’ve got a stern leg.  You can drive these legs and tag bottom and 17 

pull the boat out of the water. 18 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  And what did you do before you worked on lift boats?  Tell 19 

us about some of your other experience at sea. 20 

WIT:  I was running small crew boats for TK Towing. 21 

CAPT Phillips:  And how long did you work on crew boats? 22 



Under 46 U.S. Code §6308, no part of a report of a marine casualty investigation shall be admissible as evidence in  
any civil or administrative proceeding, other than an administrative proceeding initiated by the United States. 

 18 

WIT:  I think I worked for them a year and I got laid off.  Before that I was running utility 1 

boats.  Working out in the Gulf.  I worked there about a year and a half and then I got 2 

laid off. 3 

CAPT Phillips:  When did you start working on boats? 4 

WIT:  I started at an early age.  I started at the age of 13 working with my dad on a 5 

shrimp boat.  When school would let out that was my summer vacation work.  At the 6 

age of 17 when I graduated high school I didn’t know what I wanted to do.  I had all 7 

kinds of goals I wanted to set.  Where I wanted to work.  My dad had three shrimp boats 8 

at the time and I decided I was going to go work for him.  And the day after graduation 9 

he turned me lose as a Captain on one of his boats. 10 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  During your time in the marine industry did you ever work 11 

for SEACOR? 12 

WIT:  No ma’am. 13 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  Thank you.  So now I would like to talk about April 13th and go 14 

through what you saw that day.  So can you just kind of walk us through from the 15 

morning when you got up and just take us through that whole day, what happened, what 16 

you remember, what you saw? 17 

WIT:  That morning I got up at, like every morning I get up at 5 O’clock every morning.  18 

Start doing paperwork to get the day started.  At 6 O’clock we’d go through safety 19 

meetings every morning.  I was on the wire line job.  We were at Bay Morchan [sic] 20 

Block 2, Charlie Gulf doing wire line work.  And we stayed there until about I guess 21 

about 1330, 1335.  When the wire line operator came to me and he told me we had to 22 

move.  Well I went upstairs to the wheelhouse, checked my weather report, looked at 23 
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the wind, alright this feels good enough to move.  The seas were about 3 to 5.  I don’t 1 

know, 10 to 15 miles per hour wind.  So I jacked the boat down in the water, got the legs 2 

free, we backed away from that location, pulled the legs up.  That was strong current.  3 

The current was running to the East about 1.5 knots.  But once I got the legs up I took 4 

off to the West.  I was headed to South 1024 Sugar Dog.  I don’t know it’s just a habit I 5 

got, if I see another boat you know I look, I watch.  I seen this, I look on the AIS, I seen 6 

the SEACOR POWER coming out of Belle Pass.  And I continued on transit to Sugar 7 

Dog.  It was, the seas and the winds stayed about the same until I got to my location.  8 

When I got on location the winds were about 15 to 20 with 3 to 5 foot seas.  I had to get 9 

on the West side of this structure, but the current was moving at 1.5 knots to the East.  10 

You know and I started thinking this is going to be task.  Well I dropped the legs down, 11 

tagged bottom, stopped the boat and then kind of assessed what my next move was 12 

going to be.  Well I pulled the legs up some to where just the tip of these pads were on 13 

bottom and I moved in slow.  It took me about 15 minutes to get on location from that 14 

time.  I got on location at 1430.  At 1445 is when I was at my final position.  Jacked the 15 

boat up out of the water.  I was about 4 foot, 5 foot off the seas to where the seas didn’t 16 

slam the bottom of the boat.  And me and the deckhand upstairs so we walked out and 17 

just observed and seen the POWER coming.  And then all of a sudden the cloud, the 18 

sky got dark.  And he asked me what was – I said from the weather report I got this 19 

morning there was a weak cold front moving in.  I said it’s moving pretty fast so I guess 20 

it’s going to be over with, I said the wind might blow, but from my weather report I got 21 

that morning it gave 3 to 5, 20 to 25 knot winds.  I said it might last a little while, it might 22 

not.  It might just blow over and I said cold fronts at that time of the year don’t usually 23 
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bring a blast with it.  So we walked out on the port side of the wheelhouse and we 1 

watched the POWER coming.  And he got just about off my port stern, I couldn’t tell how 2 

far he was.  But we could see him.  It started drizzling so we walked inside.  And then 3 

that’s when all hell broke loose.  It started raining.  We could still see him, but the winds 4 

picked up and it started raining harder.  We lost sight of him.  I kept on looking at, we 5 

got a Rose Point system on there.  I kept on looking.  I see him on Rose Point.  I could 6 

see he was still moving.  Then all of a sudden, when I walked in the winds were 30, 35 7 

knot.  But then when we lost sight of him I glanced at the wind gauge and the wind was 8 

up to 95 miles an hour.  I stood in that wheelhouse, I never moved from where I was.  I 9 

kept my eye on that wind gauge.  I would look at the AIS, I could see him moving.  Then 10 

all of a sudden we lost sight of him on the AIS.  Normally when the weather gets bad 11 

AIS goes out.  And I told the deckhand, I said well the weather got bad maybe the 12 

communications – the antenna here, it got bad, I don’t know.  But I stayed up there and 13 

watched that wind gauge for about an hour.  It stayed at 95 miles an hour with no letting 14 

up.  I was standing next to the door on the port side of the wheelhouse looking to the 15 

front.  Looking to the side.  The sea was slamming the bottom of the boat.  And I didn’t 16 

want to take a chance – I thought about jacking the boat up, but then I said if I’m jacking 17 

up and a wave comes in and slams this boat what’s going to happen?  So you know I 18 

said these waves that are slamming the bottom we’ll assess the situation once this 19 

calms down.  Well I was looking outside and there came this wave, my rescue boat is 20 

on the, it’s on the port side right behind my port leg.  A wave came and went, let me 21 

see, let me go back.  This rescue boat is about 10 foot off the deck on a rack.  The 22 

wave that came from the port side and went completely over this rescue boat.  Then I 23 
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started, you know, I’ve been out there – I’ve been on the Gulf for 44 years.  I used to 1 

shrimp for a living.  I used to shrimp in rough waters. That was – shrimping on a boat 2 

was, when it got rough, the more it got rough the better it was.  I never stopped.  I never 3 

got scared.  But on this day when this happened, you know I didn’t know what to think.  4 

What’s about to happen.  This boat was swaying back and forth.  It felt like this boat was 5 

dancing.  But I looked and we were still in one position, but you know all kind of stuff 6 

was going through my head about what’s going to happen, what can happen.  And but 7 

when we walked in the deckhand that was with me he went downstairs to his room.  I 8 

was up there by myself.  And he came up to the stairs to the wheelhouse and he said 9 

the water is coming in the back door from the rain and the wind.  I said dog the door 10 

down more and I said try to stop some of it.  Well he stayed down there and he did it 11 

then.  He asked me how the wind was I said man the wind is at 95 miles an hour this 12 

wind ain’t letting up.  I had a radio on 16, one on 10.  Channel 10 we monitored the field.  13 

Every now and then the field would call me, how are you doing, ya’ll alright?  You know 14 

they were constantly checking on us on what was going on.  16 I could hear some boats 15 

out there talking about how bad the seas and the winds were.  And you know one thing 16 

led to another and then it started to die down.  The wind subsided to about 60 to 65 17 

miles.  The rain kind of let up.  And my deckhand hollered at me, he said look off the 18 

starboard stern.  Well I opened the door and I walked outside and I’m looking, I didn’t 19 

think to look over the horizon.  I thought something had happened on the ROCK FISH. 20 

So I looked down at the deck, I’m looking all over, I didn’t see anything.  So walked 21 

inside I said I don’t see anything.  He walks up, we opened the door and he pointed.  He 22 

said it don’t look good.  That’s when we seen the SEACOR POWER laying on its side.  I 23 
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said we need to do something. Got on the radio made a mayday call.  Within 30 minutes 1 

the GLENN, the Cutter, the GLENN HARRIS was on scene.  Then we called a field boat 2 

we had working with us, he came.  And went around to where the bow was and they 3 

started looking for people in the water.  And then from there it, I mean it just went on.  4 

That’s what I experienced that day.  You know I didn’t know none of these guys on the 5 

boat, on the SEACOR POWER, but you know what I mean it don’t make a difference.  6 

We’re all mariner brothers out there whether I know you or not.  If I can help you I’ll help 7 

you.  Whether we work for the same company or not.  You know we’re all out there.  8 

There’s some guys out there that if they don’t work for you they’re not going to help you.  9 

I’ve been through that already.  You know, but working for my dad as long as I did he 10 

always told me if somebody’s in need lend a helping hand.  Even though he don’t work 11 

for you, or he don’t work for the same company you need to help out.  And that’s how 12 

I’ve always been.  So that day when we made that mayday call, you know we were just 13 

helping out.  Because I heard mayday calls from some of the other boats, but I never 14 

heard a mayday call coming off the SEACOR POWER.  You know this, to me this 15 

happened quick where they didn’t have time to do this.  But I really, from listening to the 16 

radio I didn’t hear no transmission in that aspect.  And as far as that weather coming 17 

through, you know I double checked my weather report I didn’t get that on the weather 18 

report.  I don’t remember hearing it over the radio where Coast Guard send weather 19 

alerts.  In the field we always monitor 16 and the field radio.  I always have a radio at 20 

16.  And if it came through I never heard it.  Because if I had seen that before I moved I 21 

would have never moved.  Because it took me an hour from where I was to get where 22 

my final position was.  And I talked to the office and I told them that.  I said if I had seen 23 
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this weather report that this was coming I would have never moved.  I would have 1 

stayed where I was.  Because I just made it to where I was.  Fifteen minutes later I 2 

would be laying, the ROCK FISH would be laying on its side not too far from the 3 

SEACOR POWER.  But the only difference between these two boats, the SEACOR 4 

POWER is sticking out of the water.  The ROCK FISH they would have never seen it.  5 

This is a small boat, it’s a 125 class lift boat.  It would have been under water.   6 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you very much.  That’s very helpful.  I want to go back and just 7 

ask a couple follow up questions about what you told us about that day.  I think you said 8 

you were starting to jack up about 1430, and you said you took 15 minutes to jack up? 9 

WIT:  It was 1430 when I got on location.  I tagged, usually when I get on location we 10 

tag about 100, 150 feet off location. 11 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay. 12 

WIT:  That’s about how far I tagged because the current was, like I said it had a strong 13 

current to the East and I had to get on the West side.  So the current was to my stern 14 

and the seas were coming, the seas were coming from the Southeast or the East, I 15 

don’t remember.  But you know I had to fight this current and the seas to get on 16 

location. So that’s – it took me 15 minutes to move in.  I was moving in slow.  It didn’t 17 

take me 15 minutes to jack up.  It took me 15 minutes from the time I arrived on 18 

location.  And we usually get, my catwalk is 30 foot long.  We get between 20, 25 feet 19 

from location to where I put the catwalk out for them to transit from the boat to the 20 

platform. 21 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  So the 15 minutes to move onto location is normal than – is 22 

longer than normal? 23 
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WIT:  Yeah that’s longer than normal.  Because usually I get to the location, if weather 1 

conditions are right, I’ll get on location in 5 minutes. 2 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay. 3 

WIT:  Give or take. 4 

CAPT Phillips:  And then once you were on location how long does it take you to bring 5 

your hull up out of the water? 6 

WIT:  I was asked that question.  At first I told them between 5 and 10 minutes.  But 7 

once the weather subsided I left that location and went to another location in shallower 8 

water.  I didn’t time how long it took to get this boat out of the water.  I think, where I 9 

was I was in right at, I was in about 50 foot of water.  I went to a location I was about 30 10 

foot of water.  We stayed there a couple of days and had to go back to Sugar Dog 11 

where I was.  Well when I got there I took a stop watch and when my legs tagged 12 

bottom and I started to jack up I hit the stop watch.  It took me 6.48 seconds to get this 13 

boat jacked up out of the water.  So she jacks up about 7 foot a minute.  So that’s what 14 

– that depth of water it takes about 7 minutes to get out of water, give or take. 15 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  And you said ROCK FISH is 125 foot plus? 16 

WIT:  Yes. 17 

CAPT Phillips:  So that means the legs are 125 feet tall? 18 

WIT:  Yeah the legs are 125 foot tall. 19 

CAPT Phillips:  And you said there the water was 50 feet deep? 20 

WIT:  Yes. 21 

CAPT Phillips:  So the weather forecast, you said you got a weather forecast in the 22 

morning and what was that forecast again? 23 
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WIT:  Forecast gave me 3 to 5 foot seas, but 15 to 20. 1 

CAPT Phillips:  And did you get any other forecast during the day or just the one from 2 

the morning? 3 

WIT:  We get one at 4:30 in the morning and then you get one at right at 2 O’clock in 4 

the afternoon. 5 

CAPT Phillips:  And that’s a schedule every day? 6 

WIT:  Yes. 7 

CAPT Phillips:  You get one in morning and one in the afternoon?  8 

WIT:  Right. 9 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  And where do those weather forecast come from? 10 

WIT:  It comes from Storm GEO.   11 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  And how do those come to your boat? 12 

WIT:  By email. 13 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  And do you have other ways to get weather reports when you’re 14 

out at sea? 15 

WIT:  Over the radio sometimes on 16 or 22 Coast Guard.  Broadcast weather 16 

conditions. 17 

CAPT Phillips:  And does the ROCK FISH have NAVTEX? 18 

WIT:  No. 19 

CAPT Phillips:  Do you know how you would get a special marine warning if the 20 

weather service issued something during the day, that they tagged it as special marine 21 

warning?  Do you know how you would get that? 22 

WIT:  Over radio.  I think it’s on channel 22, Coast Guard channel. 23 
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CAPT Phillips:  So you said you get weather about 4:30 and about 2 every day.  I know 1 

you were moving at the time, did you get the 2 O’clock forecast from Storm GEO? 2 

WIT:  I don’t remember looking at the 2 O’clock forecast when I got on location.  But I 3 

think I looked at it the next day and they didn’t have none of this weather on this 4 

weather forecast. 5 

CAPT Phillips:  Sounds like you were watching the wind gauge a lot that day.  Is your 6 

wind gauge on the ROCK FISH in knots or miles per hour? 7 

WIT:  Miles per hour. 8 

CAPT Phillips:  Do you know where on the boat the wind gauge is located? 9 

WIT:  The wind gauge is located on the starboard side of the wheelhouse.  Are you 10 

talking about inside or outside? 11 

CAPT Phillips:  Oh outside, sorry. 12 

WIT:  Outside is on the starboard side of the wheelhouse up top. 13 

CAPT Phillips:  So it’s on top of the superstructure? 14 

WIT:  Yes. 15 

CAPT Phillips:  Do you know about how high off the water that is?  How many decks 16 

up is it? 17 

WIT:  Mmm.  I want to say about 50, 60 feet from the bottom of the hull. 18 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay, thank you.  And you said the winds you saw that day were at 95 19 

miles per hour and it stayed that way? 20 

WIT:  Yeah they stayed that way, I watched that wind gauge.  I didn’t take my eye off 21 

this wind gauge.  You know every now and then I would look out at the seas, but I was 22 
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focused on that wind gauge.  And it stayed like that, I mean it never let down for about 1 

an hour. 2 

CAPT Phillips:  Lieutenant Alger bring up Exhibit 144 please.  So we received a 3 

picture, we’ve been told it’s a picture of the wind gauge on the ROCK FISH.  So I would 4 

like you take a look at the picture and tell me if this picture looks familiar. 5 

[Showing Exhibit 144]. 6 

WIT:  Yes. 7 

CAPT Phillips:  Did you take that picture? 8 

WIT:  I took that picture, yes. 9 

CAPT Phillips:  Can you tell us when you took it? 10 

WIT:  I took this picture a couple days later.  Because I don’t remember who asked me 11 

for the wind speed.  And I was sitting there and I remembered that this wind gauge has 12 

a memory.  And as long as you don’t reset this wind gauge it keeps the highest winds 13 

that were – that it registered, the highest wind it registered.  This was a couple days 14 

later and that wind gauge hadn’t been, it still hasn’t been reset. 15 

CAPT Phillips:  And so this gauge is showing the maximum wind that the gauge has 16 

recorded? 17 

WIT:  Yes. 18 

CAPT Phillips:  And this is the highest wind speed you think that happened on April 19 

13th? 20 

WIT:  Yeah from the memory of that wind gauge that was the highest, because if it had 21 

been any higher or any lower I don’t think it would have showed me that. 22 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay. 23 
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WIT:  This 112 I’m talking about. 1 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  And then you told us it stayed at 95 for a long time and 2 

then you said it subsided a little bit to 60 to 65 miles an hour.  How long would you say it 3 

was at that level, 60 to 65? 4 

WIT:  60 to 65 this was most of the night.  Because after this happened you know the 5 

guys that work with me wanted me to go lay down, but after this happened, you know 6 

just kind of touched me and I would go lay down and I have to, well once the winds 7 

subsided from 95 to 60 I jacked the boat up to stop the waves from slamming the 8 

bottom.  After I did that I went to my room.  I laid down, I was just in bed maybe 5 9 

minutes, waves were slapping the bottom.  Go back to the wheelhouse and jack up.  I 10 

jacked up three times that night.  And it was like that most of the night at 60 to 65. 11 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  And can you tell us what direction the wind was coming 12 

from most of the time? 13 

WIT:  I think the wind was coming from the Northeast.  Yeah I think it’s from the 14 

Northeast it’s coming from. 15 

CAPT Phillips:  Did you ever notice any shift like it was coming from one direction for a 16 

while then it shifted and it was coming from a drastically different direction? 17 

WIT:  I don’t recall. 18 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay. 19 

WIT:  I don’t recall if it shifted. 20 

CAPT Phillips:  And I think you said, let’s talk about the seas a little bit.  I think you said 21 

before or as you were jacking up they were about 3 to 5 feet. 22 

WIT:  Yeah about 3 to 5. 23 
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CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  And can you tell us how they progressed and how they changed 1 

over the day? 2 

WIT:  That morning when I got up the seas were about 3 to 5 that morning.  And then 3 

from the time I moved to the time I got on location at the next location they were about 3 4 

to 5.  Up until the time the winds picked up.  And when the winds picked up I knew they 5 

went from 3 to 5 to, like I said that rescue boat is 10 foot off the deck and at that time I 6 

was 6 foot off, 5 foot off the water when I got on location.  I mean the seas were running 7 

anywhere from 6 to 12, 6 to 6 to 15 foot seas until that strong wave come through and 8 

that must have been a 25 foot sea that come over that rescue boat.  Being as high as I 9 

was off the water and the height of that rescue boat. 10 

CAPT Phillips:  That was the highest wave you think?  Or was that kind of the 11 

average? 12 

WIT:  That was the highest.  The average was about 5 to 10.  Well about, well, no they 13 

were higher than that.  About 10 to 12 foot seas they had.  Because by the time I jacked 14 

up the third time I was about 15 to 20 foot off the, higher than well beam. 15 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  And then tell me a little bit about the visibility.  So before 16 

the storm came through what would you say your visibility was? 17 

WIT:  Visibility that day went, from the time I moved, I mean I had clear visibility up until 18 

the time it started raining.  And then visibility got, I don’t know, as far as I could see I 19 

guess was about 7 miles, 8 miles.  And then as the rain progressed right before I lost 20 

sight of the SEACOR POWER when he was behind my stern was about, I could only 21 

see about a mile away up until the time I lost visual contact with him. 22 

CAPT Phillips:  And in the thick of the storm what would you say the visibility was? 23 
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WIT:  Zero.  I could see the platform that was in front of me, but that’s all I could see. 1 

CAPT Phillips:  And you say you’re usually about 20 to 25 feet from that platform? 2 

WIT:  Yeah. 3 

CAPT Phillips:  Did you talk with the SEACOR POWER at all that day on the radio? 4 

WIT:  No. 5 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  When she was coming out of Bell Pass did she look normal to 6 

you? 7 

WIT:  Yes. 8 

CAPT Phillips:  Did you notice anything unusual? 9 

WIT:  No.  She was riding pretty level.  You know from right before she got astern of 10 

me, you know we could see her pretty good.  And she was riding level. 11 

CAPT Phillips:  And when you’re – you said during the highest winds you thought 12 

about jacking up but you decided not to.  Can you tell me a little more about that? 13 

WIT:  Yeah when the waves started slamming the bottom of the boat I thought about 14 

jacking up but then the seas were getting – the seas were getting higher, the wind was 15 

getting stronger and you know like I said, I had all kinds of stuff going through my head.  16 

You know I thought about what if I start jacking up a wave comes and shifts this boat.  17 

Because it felt like at times that that boat was moving sideways.  Even though the legs 18 

was on bottom.  And you know it was just maybe, I don’t know I had all kind of stuff 19 

going through my head.  So that’s why I stayed where I was until this wind subsided 20 

some. 21 

CAPT Phillips:  And you said you felt like the ROCK FISH was swaying or dancing? 22 
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WIT:  She was swaying port to starboard.  She was dancing on them legs.  She was 1 

swaying side to side. 2 

CAPT Phillips:  Have you ever felt the ROCK FISH do that before? 3 

WIT:  She sways when the wind gets high, but never like this. 4 

CAPT Phillips:  Have you been on other lift boats when you have that same sensation? 5 

WIT:  I’ve been on other boats, but they sway some like a normal sway the ROCK FISH 6 

had when the seas pick up or the wind picks up.  But never like this. 7 

CAPT Phillips:  When the weather cleared and you saw the SEACOR POWER on its 8 

side and you said you made a call, who did you call? 9 

WIT:  What was that again? 10 

CAPT Phillips:  You said you made a call when you saw the SEACOR on its side.  11 

Who did you call? 12 

WIT:  The deckhand that was up there with me got on his phone and Googled SEACOR 13 

and he got the SEACOR Headquarters out of Houston.  And they gave him the number 14 

to the Houma office.   15 

CAPT Phillips:  And do you know what time that was? 16 

WIT:  This was right after, I don’t know.  I don’t recall what time that was. 17 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  And you said you called the Coast Guard too. 18 

WIT:  We made a mayday call when we first saw the SEACOR on its side. 19 

CAPT Phillips:  And the Coast Guard responded to that mayday call? 20 

WIT:  Yeah responded to the mayday call.  I gave the LAT and LONG where we was.  21 

And told them the SEACOR POWER is laying on its side.  From where it was it looked 22 

like it was closer than where it sat.  We told them about a half a mile from us.  Once, 23 
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well about 30 minutes later is when the GLENN HARRIS, the Cutter GLENN HARRIS 1 

arrived and he was on location where the SEACOR POWER was.  I pin pointed him on 2 

my Rose Point and he was three quarters of a mile away. 3 

CAPT Phillips:  And that call to the Coast Guard was made on Channel 16? 4 

WIT:  Yes. 5 

CAPT Phillips:  You said that GLENN HARRIS came and then you said you called one 6 

of the boats you were working with? 7 

WIT:  We called a field boats that works with us in Bay Marchan field? 8 

CAPT Phillips:  Do you know what the name of that boat was? 9 

WIT:  The IRADA [sic]. 10 

CAPT Phillips:  Do you know how long, about how long it took them to get there? 11 

WIT:  The IRADA [sic] got there about from where he was about 10 minutes. 12 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  Let’s shift a way a little bit from the day of.  I just want to ask 13 

you some general questions about the ROCK FISH and your experience on lift boats.  14 

What was the ROCK FISH’s typical drafts? 15 

WIT:  Four feet. 16 

CAPT Phillips:  And what do you usually, what kind of trim does she usually have? 17 

WIT:  Generally about, hmm, foot and a half, two foot maybe. 18 

CAPT Phillips:  What are the operating limits for the ROCK FISH? 19 

WIT:  Wind wise and seas wise, you’re talking about? 20 

CAPT Phillips:  Yeah. 21 
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WIT:  We can’t move if seas are over 5 feet.  And we just watch the winds and sea.  1 

Anything over 5 foot seas we don’t move, even though the winds are not that high, over 2 

5 foot we don’t move.  But wind wise over 25, I guess it’s over 25 miles per hour. 3 

CAPT Phillips:  Now are you allowed to be out in greater winds if you’re jacked up? 4 

WIT:  What was that? 5 

CAPT Phillips:  If the boat is jacked up are the operating limits different where you’re 6 

allowed to stay out longer or in higher winds?  Or is it the same.  If you have any of 7 

those conditions whether you’re in the water or jacked up and you ----- 8 

WIT:  Well we jacked up.  You know as long as we’re stable on bottom, as long as the 9 

legs are stable on bottom we could sit there.  But I think this boat’s operating limits is 10 

right at 100 miles per hour, maybe a little bit more. 11 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  Does the ROCK FISH have wet or dry pads? 12 

WIT:  Wet or what? 13 

CAPT Phillips:  Wet or dry pads. 14 

WIT:  Dry pads. 15 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  And when you start jacking your legs down do you ever get a 16 

list? 17 

WIT:  Sometimes.  It all depends.  Sometimes one leg is faster than the other.  So you 18 

always know which leg tags first.  But the list, once it tags we stop jacking that leg to get 19 

the other leg caught up. 20 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay. 21 

WIT:  You know level it out. 22 
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CAPT Phillips:  Before they tag on their way down do you list when they’re both going 1 

down? 2 

WIT:  Sometimes depending on the sea state.  You know the boat rocks from side to 3 

side, but as far as when the legs are going down, like it’s been the two weeks it just 4 

calm out there and there’s no list unless one leg tags faster than the other.  But as far 5 

as when the legs are going down when the boat is sitting in the water, no. 6 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  You worked on a lot, it sounds like you’ve worked on a lot 7 

of different types of boats throughout your career.  How would you compare lift boats 8 

stability to the stability of other boats? 9 

WIT:  Lift Boat is in a class all by itself.  When I got hired on with ALL Coast I walked in, 10 

they looked at my resume they told me I was hire on, you know.  But I thought they 11 

were going too fast for me.  I said we’ve got this boat, it’s an animal all by itself.  12 

Because I said I can take any other boat on the Gulf, go to a platform and I’m good.  13 

These boats here you jack up on the wrong side you don’t know what’s on bottom.  14 

When you jack up at the wrong side you step on the gas pipeline or oil pipeline you’re in 15 

trouble.  Something’s going to happen.  And, but anywhere we go, any location we 16 

move to the field sends us a safe jacking lane.  We know what side – they know what 17 

side we need to get on, they tell us, but they send a map and we go by the map that 18 

they send.  Unless if it’s in a tight spot they send survey out to put us on location.  But 19 

for the most point there ain’t too many areas in Bay Marchand where we need a survey.  20 

They send us a safe jacking map and we just go by the map.   21 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  And how about while the boat’s underway before the legs go 22 

down, how would you describe the stability? 23 
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WIT:  When I’m transiting from one, once the legs are up and we start moving 1 

depending on the sea state if we side sea, you know she’s going to roll back and forth.  2 

Or if we got the sea to the stern or the bow it’s, when the seas coming from the stern 3 

she’s going to, you know yawl back and forth from bow to stern, but. 4 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  Does the ROCK FISH move cargo from location to the other? 5 

WIT:  Sometimes. 6 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  And when you do that do you tie the cargo down while it’s on 7 

deck? 8 

WIT:  Sometimes we do, sometimes we don’t.  Depending how far we transiting from. 9 

CAPT Phillips:  Alright I’m going to pause there and see if other folks have questions.  10 

Mr. Verdin? 11 

Mr. Verdin:  Good morning Captain. 12 

WIT:  Morning. 13 

Mr. Verdin:  Good morning Captain Ted.  A couple of questions before we get started.  14 

The Captain just asked you about transiting. And you mentioned Bay Marchand.  Bay 15 

Marchand is what, can you explain to the audience.  I’m familiar with Bay Marchand, but 16 

for the audience could you describe what Bay Marchand is? 17 

WIT:  What Bay Marchand, where it’s located? 18 

Mr. Verdin:  Basically, yes.  Where it’s located and what it is, that you mean by Bay 19 

Marchand. 20 

WIT:  Bay Marchand is an oil field right off of Port Fourchon. 21 

Mr. Verdin:  Right. 22 
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WIT:  Anywhere from a mile off the beach till 6 miles I think.  The last platforms on the 1 

Southern end right at 7 miles from the beach.  So it’s right off of Port Fourchon. 2 

Mr. Verdin:  Right.  So Bay Marchand is normally, it’s the oil field that’s right off Port 3 

Forchon, mainly on East side of the Bell Pass? 4 

WIT:  Yeah on the East side of Bell Pass, yeah. 5 

Mr. Verdin:  And that’s typically where you work, right?  You don’t go much further than 6 

that, you run the contract right there to operate that field, it’s a field vessel? 7 

WIT:  That’s where we charter at, they send us where they need us at.  But this is 8 

where we’ve been staying at in Bay Marchand. 9 

Mr. Verdin:  So with relation to carrying cargo from one location to the next it’s usually 10 

it’s just a basic field move so you might be going a half mile, maybe a couple miles, 2, 3, 11 

maybe 5 miles at the most? 12 

WIT:  Yeah.  Anywhere from, you could be at one location and the platform is right next 13 

door you might move a quarter of a mile.  But it’s anywhere from about a quarter of a 14 

mile to about, we don’t go – I’ve never been out there at the farthest edge of the field 15 

that’s 7 mile.  Well I was when the SEACOR POWER capsized, I was 6 miles from the 16 

beach at that location.  But there’s a couple more wells about a mile further off.  I’ve 17 

never been that far. 18 

Mr. Verdin:  But you stay offshore mainly 24/7 just working that field primarily? 19 

WIT:  Yes. 20 

Mr. Verdin:  You talked about you and your deckhand.  It’s just you and your crew at 21 

the time that you moved or did you have additional personnel on board, anybody, wire 22 
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line, I think you said you had wire line equipment on board?  Did you have an operator 1 

or somebody else on board? 2 

WIT:  I had the wire line operator and his help on board with us. 3 

Mr. Verdin:  You said the ROCK FISH is significantly smaller than the POWER, 4 

SEACOR POWER.  Can you tell me how many decks that the ROCK FISH has on 5 

board? 6 

WIT:  Well there’s four decks, well no three decks.  There’s four sections of the 7 

superstructure.  There’s a galley on the main deck then we got second level cabin 8 

where third parties sleeps at. And then there’s a third level where the crew is situated.  9 

And then the wheelhouse is on top of the third level. 10 

Mr. Verdin:  Okay, thank you.  The, is there any internal stairwells to get from one level 11 

to the next, or do you have to go outside exterior stairwells or is there interior stairwells? 12 

WIT:  There’s no internal stairwell, but from the third level to the wheelhouse there’s an 13 

internal stairwell.  For me to get from, my bedroom is right below the wheelhouse.  So 14 

there’s an internal stairwell there for me to get to the wheelhouse. 15 

Mr. Verdin:  And you said your deckhand was talking to you, communicating with you 16 

from his stateroom or from the galley? 17 

WIT:  He was on the third level at the back door. 18 

Mr. Verdin:  So he was just – so he was just hollering at you from the back of the third 19 

level up to the bridge communicating that way? 20 

WIT:  Yeah.  Where I was standing at the stairwell was right there and the door’s about 21 

8 foot from the stairwell.  He was at the back door. 22 
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Mr. Verdin:  And you know where the wire line operator and his helper were at that 1 

time? 2 

WIT:  The wire line operator was on the second level in his room.  The helper, the cook 3 

and my other hand was in the galley. 4 

Mr. Verdin:  Also Captain asked you about wet pads and dry pads.  Can you describe 5 

what that is, the difference between them?  What is a wet pad and what is a dry pad? 6 

WIT:  A wet pad, that pad takes on water when you submerge it in water.  A dry pad is 7 

totally enclosed. No water can get in. 8 

Mr. Verdin:  Okay.  Is there some vessels that have wet pads?  Or are they all dry 9 

pads? 10 

WIT:  Some vessels have wet pads. 11 

Mr. Verdin:  Okay one more question I believe.  When you talked about tagging, when 12 

you approach a facility and you tag it.  Can you describe what that means? 13 

WIT:  Tagging means when you get to a location, you know these lift boats are not like 14 

other boats, a normal boat.  So to try to help you stop this boat you drop the legs down 15 

where they tag bottom.  That way you know if the current is running bad or the seas are 16 

kind of high, or the winds, it helps you make a decision on – it helps you to move in 17 

other words.  You tag it gives you time to, okay this is I need to do this or do that.  And 18 

you can pick up the leg once you tag.  We don’t try to drag these pads because it uses 19 

the bottom of them, we pick them up to where you got some resistance, but not that 20 

much.  And it helps you come in slower than normal where the pads aren’t on bottom.  21 

But that’s what tagging is.  Once you get there it helps you slow or stop the boat there 22 

for a minute, whatever time you need. 23 
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Mr. Verdin:  Thank you Captain Ted.  One more thing Captain Ted I meant to start off 1 

with this.  As a mariner myself, professional mariner with a license I share your 2 

sentiment of sailing and having a brotherhood out there.  I thank you for what you did 3 

and I thank you for being here.  Thank you, sir. 4 

WIT:  Thank you. 5 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you Mr. Verdin.  Mr. Ehlers? 6 

Mr. Ehlers:  Thank you Captain for being here.  I just got some follow up questions.  7 

We’ll go to the ROCK FISH and the parameters you gave for the ROCK FISH.  You 8 

mentioned the draft of 4 feet.  When you’re underway what’s your freeboard normally? 9 

WIT:  Freeboard is about ----- 10 

Mr. Ehlers:  How much hull do you have above the water to the main deck? 11 

WIT:  That’s a six foot hull, eight foot hull.  That’s 8 foot hull.  I have about 4 foot of 12 

freeboard. 13 

Mr. Ehlers:  Okay. And you mentioned the trim of 1.5 to 2 feet.  Is that by the bow or 14 

the stern? 15 

WIT:  The stern. 16 

Mr. Ehlers:  You just explained to Mr. Verdin tagging.  When you’re putting the legs 17 

down what’s the process for making sure that you’re in a good location to put your legs 18 

down?  Can you put the legs down anywhere?  Or do you have to get permission to put 19 

legs down? 20 

WIT:  Like I said before we got a safe jacking map from the field.  And anytime we move 21 

location they tell us, well this is your next location.  I pretty much have all the locations 22 

for Bay Marchand. They sent, over the years I’ve been there every time they send us a 23 
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safe jacking map.  You know I keep that in a binder so when they tell me I’m going here 1 

over in the binder I find that location, pull the safe jacking map back and put it in the 2 

dash in front of me.  And that’s what we go by.  We can’t just jack up on any side we 3 

want.  We go by where they tell us we’re going.  And they always ask, you have the 4 

safe jacking map?  I tell them yeah I have it.  Well you know where to get, that’s what 5 

they me.   6 

Mr. Ehlers:  What if you had to jack up in an emergency?  What would you do there? 7 

WIT:  That’s a good question.  Well on this Rose Point system it shows where the 8 

pipelines are running.  You know if you’ve got to jack up in an emergency I always look 9 

at my Rose Point.  Well I’ll give you an instance.  When I left Bay Marchand with the 10 

ROCK FISH to bring it to Port Iberia I transited in from Bay Marchand going west.  At 6 11 

O’clock that evening, well about 5:30 I looked at my Rose Point chart I seen where I 12 

was, I called Fugro asked them for a safe jacking map area.  I gave them my LAT, 13 

LONG and then they tell me how far in from a pipeline if there’s any in the area.  But just 14 

looking at this you could pretty much look at it and see if there’s a pipeline, but you 15 

know in an emergency you got to do what you got to do. 16 

Mr. Ehlers:  When you call Fugro how long does it take to get a safe jacking position? 17 

WIT:  About anywhere from 5 to 10 minutes.  Most of the time when I call they do it with 18 

me on the phone.  Sometimes I give them my LAT, LONG it takes them a while to bring 19 

up where you’re at and they call you back.  Anywhere from 5 to 10 minutes. 20 

Mr. Ehlers:  Back to the weather reports that you received from Storm GEO you said 21 

you get two reports a day.  Have you ever gotten a report out of cycle, in other words a 22 
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storms was rolling through, do they ever send you information other than those two 1 

times a day, or is it just two times a day? 2 

WIT:  When there’s a storm we get, we get them often.  They send alert often.  Just like 3 

I was on the boat I was getting alerts about 21, 22, I was getting that three or four times 4 

a day.   5 

Mr. Ehlers:  How do those alerts come to you? 6 

WIT:  By email. 7 

Mr. Ehlers:  Do you have a computer up on the bridge in the wheelhouse? 8 

WIT:  No it’s in the Captain’s room.  Well on the ROCK FISH it’s on the bridge.  But the 9 

other boats I worked on they’re in the Captain’s quarters. 10 

Mr. Ehlers:  So on the ROCK FISH you get those – when those reports come in you 11 

can see them? 12 

WIT:  Yeah. 13 

Mr. Ehlers:  You mentioned that you didn’t hear anything over the radio as far as a 14 

weather warning over bridge to bridge radio.  After the accident did you hear anything 15 

for the rest of the evening over bridge to bridge, any warnings, weather warnings over 16 

bridge to bridge radio? 17 

WIT:  After this happened while being on 16, yeah a few times Coast Guard came over 18 

Pan-Pan about the weather alerts? 19 

Mr. Ehlers:  That evening? 20 

WIT:  Yes. 21 

Mr. Ehlers:  You mentioned the current being pretty heavy when you were getting into 22 

position.  Is that unusual current or is that area normally have currents of that speed? 23 
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WIT:  On different occasions you will experience that.  Some days you won’t experience 1 

no current at all.  But I mean it could be a calm day that current is going to be rolling out 2 

there.  And when I left that – my first location that day usually what I do is when I get in 3 

the water I pulled the legs up and let the boat drift, see how fast that current is drifting 4 

me one way or the other.  That way when I get to the next location, you know, I know 5 

what I have to do.  But once I get to the next location I stop, normally they want us to 6 

stop, stop 500 feet from the location.  Once I get about 500 feet I start running the legs 7 

out of gear and the boat is floating in the water and then I see which way the current is 8 

going I know what I have to do.  Either if the current is coming from the bow I know I 9 

have to give more force to go forward.  If it’s coming from the stern pushing me into it, 10 

you know I know what maneuver, what I have to do. 11 

Mr. Ehlers:  If I can try and rephrase what you told me.  So the current you experienced 12 

that day it’s not always there, but it’s not necessarily unusual to have a current, is that 13 

correct? 14 

WIT:  Right. 15 

Mr. Ehlers:  Lieutenant Alger can you bring up Exhibit 144 again, the wind gauge. 16 

[Showing Exhibit 144].  Just a quick question on the wind gauge.  Do you know when it 17 

was reset prior to the accident? 18 

WIT:  I reset it, I usually reset this wind gauge once a month. 19 

Mr. Ehlers:  Once a month.  Any idea how long before that accident before the accident 20 

that would have been? 21 

WIT:  Maybe the month before. 22 
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Mr. Ehlers:  In the period before the accident was there ever a period of high winds that 1 

you experienced? 2 

WIT:  No. 3 

Mr. Ehlers:  So do you believe that this measure here 112 happened on the accident 4 

day? 5 

WIT:  Yes.  Because, well I’ll put it to you like this.  I thought the one the platform in Bay 6 

Marchand they clocked winds at 110 at one location.  So you know I know this, it got 7 

scary out there. 8 

Mr. Ehlers:   Yes, sir.  You mentioned early on that, if I can say it correctly a cold front 9 

of this season don’t bring a blast.  First of all can you tell me what you mean by a blast? 10 

WIT:  Strong winds, strong seas.  Usually in the winter time when a cold front comes 11 

through, you know we know what to expect.  But this early in April we had cold front 12 

before then, before this happened.  It never got to this point. 13 

Mr. Ehlers:  So the cold fronts with a blast are those normally summer time cold fronts 14 

coming through?  Or is that, or did I get that wrong, is it winter time that comes with a 15 

blast? 16 

WIT:  It’s winter time. 17 

Mr. Ehlers:  Winter time, okay.  So this was unusual for this time of year? 18 

WIT:  Yes. 19 

Mr. Ehlers:  Okay.  The blast that you’re talking about is that a consistent wind or is it 20 

just a wind at the beginning of say a thunderstorm or a storm? 21 

WIT:  Usually when a cold front comes through it blow, but I’ve never seen a cold front 22 

blow, well unless it has thunderstorms, I seen it get as high as 50 miles per hour, but 23 
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usually a cold front we see anywhere from 30 to 40 miles per hour.  But it don’t last but 1 

maybe a few hours.  But the seas get up some but not as high as it got this day. 2 

Mr. Ehlers:  The weather around that time period in April do you remember was it 3 

unusually cold or unusually warm for that time of year? 4 

WIT:  It wasn’t cold and it wasn’t warm, it was about ------ 5 

Mr. Ehlers:  About normal? 6 

WIT:  About normal, yeah. 7 

Mr. Ehlers:  You mentioned making a mayday call to the Coast Guard and contacting 8 

SEACOR.  Do you know who you talked to at SEACOR when you got the Houma 9 

office? 10 

Mr. Ehlers:  A fella named Michael. 11 

Mr. Ehlers:  Okay.  Do you know what his position was? 12 

WIT:  No. 13 

Mr. Ehlers:  Okay.  And did you speak to him or was it the deckhand? 14 

WIT:  My hand spoke to him first.  And then he gave me the number and then listened 15 

to the radio anytime they picked up somebody I would call them and let them know, well 16 

they pick up this guy.  We was giving him information back and forth on what was going 17 

on. 18 

Mr. Ehlers:  The same person every time you talked to Mr. Michael? 19 

WIT:  Yeah that was his number. 20 

Mr. Ehlers:  Okay.  So you just kept giving him regular updates? 21 

WIT:  Yes. 22 

Mr. Ehlers:  Did you contact anyone else, any other companies, authorities? 23 
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WIT:  No. 1 

Mr. Ehlers:  Alright.  That’s all I have.  Thank you very much Captain. 2 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you Mr. Ehlers.  Mr. Muise. 3 

Mr. Muise:  Thank you Captain I just have a few follow ups as well.  Did the ROCK 4 

FISH suffer any damage at all in the wind storm or did you lose any equipment over the 5 

side? 6 

WIT:  No. 7 

Mr. Muise:  And does anybody ashore either with your company or with your client 8 

know at all times how many people you have on board? 9 

WIT:  Yes. 10 

Mr. Muise:  And who would that be? 11 

WIT:  With our company we work for we got to send them a POB every day, every 12 

morning.  They want a POB.  Every morning we send a morning report to All Coast 13 

office.  And they know how many people are on the boat. 14 

Mr. Muise:  Okay.  And the last thing you mentioned the pipeline in your Rose Point 15 

chart.  Is that the standard navigation chart or are you getting information from Fugro or 16 

from your client that’s also displayed on your Rose Point?  In other words is that data 17 

displayed on top of the navigational chart? 18 

WIT:  Can you repeat that? 19 

Mr. Muise:  Your Rose Point chart, that should be just a standard navigational chart.  It 20 

has pipelines on it. 21 

WIT:  Right. 22 
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Mr. Muise:  Are you also putting Fugro data into Rose Point or data from the client for 1 

pipelines? 2 

WIT:  No this is just on this Rose Point chart. 3 

Mr. Muise:  It’s just the standard NOAA chart that you’re looking at? 4 

WIT:  Right. 5 

Mr. Muise:  Okay.  Thank you Captain.  Please pass our thanks to your crew as well. 6 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you Mr. Muise.  There’s still some additional questions, we’re 7 

going to give some other folks an opportunity to ask.  But we’ve been going a little while.  8 

Would you like to take a break? 9 

WIT:  Yes, ma’am. 10 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  Thank you.  We will take a 12 minute break. The hearing will 11 

reconvene at 1050.  We’re now in recess.  The time is 1034. 12 

The hearing recessed at 1034, 2 August 2021 13 

 The hearing was called to order at 1050, 2 August 2021. 14 

CAPT Phillips:  The time is 1050, this hearing is now in session.  Captain I have a 15 

couple more questions for you then I’m going to ask some other folks to ask some 16 

questions of you.  Did you know any of the crew members on the SEACOR POWER on 17 

the day of the accident? 18 

WIT:  No, ma’am. 19 

CAPT Phillips:  I’m now going to see if SEACOR Marine and Falcon Global has any 20 

questions for you. 21 

Ms. Apps:  Yes Captain Phillips we have questions, thank you.  Captain Duthu, my 22 

name is Antonia Apps, I represent SEACOR Marine.  Before I ask you any questions I 23 
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just want to thank you for your time today and on behalf of SEACOR Marine to thank 1 

you in particular for all your efforts and the way you helped on April 13th.  I want to start 2 

by asking you about the movement of the ROCK FISH from one location to the second 3 

location on April 13th.  Why was it you were moving from point A to point B on that day? 4 

WIT:  Well I had finished the work they were doing that first location and they had work 5 

to do at the next location I moved to. 6 

Ms. Apps:  So your company asked you to move from one location to the other? 7 

WIT:  Well the field, the company we were working for asked me to move from point A 8 

to point B. 9 

Ms. Apps:  And do you remember approximately what time you learned where you got 10 

that request to move from point A to point B? 11 

WIT:  It was around 1300. 12 

Ms. Apps:  About 1:30 in the afternoon? 13 

WIT:  I want to say about 1 O’clock.  They always give me a heads up.  Because wire 14 

line has to break down their work before we transit. 15 

Ms. Apps:  And before you jacked down and got underway did you check to see if there 16 

were any weather updates? 17 

WIT:  Yes. 18 

Ms. Apps:  And I assume you didn’t see anything that gave any kind of indication of 19 

what you later experienced? 20 

WIT:  No I didn’t see any of that. 21 
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Ms. Apps:  When you, if I can now ask you a couple questions about when you got to 1 

the location you were going to.  I think you said you arrived near the location around 2 

1430, around 2:30 p.m., Central Time?  Is that right? 3 

WIT:  Yes. 4 

Ms. Apps:  And then as you got closer it took you another 10 or 15 minutes to get 5 

exactly where you needed to be, is that right? 6 

WIT:  Yes. 7 

Ms. Apps:  And can you tell us, is that when you start jacking up?  Or do you start 8 

jacking up before the end of the 15 minutes?  Do you remember when it is exactly you 9 

started jacking up? 10 

WIT:  Well I got there at 2:30 I tagged, well it’s what we call soft tag.  I soft tagged, 11 

looked at the weather conditions and the current and I started moving in slow.  Well 12 

2:45 when I got in position to where I needed to be, that’s when I started jacking the 13 

boat out of the water. 14 

Ms. Apps:  So from 2:45, it would have taken you about another 5 or 10 minutes to fully 15 

----- 16 

WIT:  Yes. 17 

Ms. Apps:  Jack up there. 18 

WIT:  Yes. 19 

Ms. Apps:  After you finished jacking up is that when you stepped outside and felt that it 20 

was drizzling rain? 21 

WIT:  Well after I finished jacking up I walked out.  It started drizzling maybe 5, 10 22 

minutes later.  About 5 minutes maybe. 23 
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Ms. Apps:  And I think you already testified to this, but at the time the winds were 25, or 1 

under 25 as the drizzle was starting. 2 

WIT:  Yes. 3 

Ms. Apps:  And then you said at some point it got to 95 miles an hour.  You went back 4 

inside, into the wheelhouse at that time. 5 

WIT:  Yes. 6 

Ms. Apps:  Do you remember how long it took to get from approximately 25 miles per 7 

hour to the 95? 8 

WIT:  Well when I stepped outside it was blowing 20 to 25 and then the sky got dark 9 

and then cloud passed it went from 25 to 30 to 35.  When it started drizzling we walked 10 

in and I was inside maybe 5 minutes and that wind gauge went from 35 to 95. 11 

Ms. Apps:  And you talked a little bit about the visibility when Captain Phillips asked 12 

you some questions about that.  Did you also take a video recording of the conditions at 13 

the time? 14 

WIT:  Yes. 15 

Ms. Apps:  With permission may we play the video? 16 

CAPT Phillips:  Yes. 17 

Ms. Apps:  Lieutenant Alger the video is Coast Guard Exhibit 114.  [Playing video].  18 

And if you can tell us if this is the video. 19 

WIT:  Yes. 20 

Ms. Apps:  And you were standing on the bridge when you were, or in the wheelhouse 21 

when you were taking this video, is that right? 22 

WIT:  Yes. 23 
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Ms. Apps:  Captain Phillips I have no further questions for Captain Duthu, thank you. 1 

WIT:  Yes, ma’am. 2 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you Ms. Apps.  Captain can you just tell us in this video, the way 3 

it appeared on the screen was that oriented sideways or was that oriented vertically? 4 

WIT:  That was vertically. 5 

CAPT Phillips:  So this yellow bar that’s appearing across the screen is that a handrail 6 

or that the stanchion that goes up and supports something on the bridge? 7 

WIT:  I can’t really tell.  Looks like it – looks like its sideways.  I think that’s a crane pole.  8 

And that was laying down.  Yeah this definitely is, it’s sideways the way it is.  That’s why 9 

I can’t make it out. 10 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay so this yellow post is a handrail? 11 

WIT:  I don’t remember if I caught the handrail.  It might be the handrail in front of the 12 

wheelhouse.  But the structure behind that’s the helo port to the left side corner right 13 

there.  This video is turned sideways. 14 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.  Thank you.  Alright.  First Mate’s representative do you have 15 

any questions? 16 

Mr. Sterbcow:  Yes, thank you.  Captain my name is Paul Sterbcow I represent the 17 

First Mate on the SEACOR POWER, Bryan Mires.  I appreciate you being here.  Let me 18 

ask you something about that video.  Can you tell us whether or not you could have 19 

been able to, as a vessel Captain, would you have done anything to save the ROCK 20 

FISH had you been underway and going through that? 21 

WIT:  I can’t answer that question because I wasn’t moving at the time.  So I don’t know 22 

what to tell you. 23 
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Mr. Sterbcow:  Would you agree that what we’re looking at the video far exceeds the 5 1 

foot and 25 mile an hour limit that you talked about for the ROCK FISH before? 2 

WIT:  Yes, sir. 3 

Mr. Sterbcow:  And is it true that the morning report that you received at 4:30 indicated 4 

the possibility of 3 to 5 and 20 to 25 winds, remember that 4:30 report? 5 

WIT:  That’s the weather report I got that morning, yes. 6 

Mr. Sterbcow:  And when you moved at 1:30 to your second location you said you 7 

checked the weather again? 8 

WIT:  I checked the weather before I moved at 1:30. 9 

Mr. Sterbcow:  Had you gotten any updated information from potential 3 to 5 foots seas 10 

and 20 to 25 mile an hour winds that you had at 4:30 in the morning? 11 

WIT:  Well that was the same weather forecast I got that morning.  We don’t usually get 12 

one until I said about 2 O’clock in the afternoon. 13 

Mr. Sterbcow:  Okay.  Having said that then at this point when you moved at 1:30 and 14 

you arrived at 2:30 aboard the ROCK FISH did you have any information about a 15 

special marine warning that had been issued by National Weather Service at 12:08 16 

p.m.? 17 

WIT:  Before I transited and while I was transiting I didn’t hear no special marine 18 

forecast. 19 

Mr. Sterbcow:  There was one issued at 12:08 p.m. and then another at 2:27 p.m. you 20 

did not, aboard the ROCK FISH you didn’t receive either one of those? 21 

WIT:  No. 22 
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Mr. Sterbcow:  And had you received one or the other and they contained information 1 

that they predicted potential winds in excess of 34 knots and said boats could sustain 2 

damage or capsize, would that have concerned you as the Captain of the ROCK FISH? 3 

WIT:  Yes it would have. 4 

Mr. Sterbcow:  Had you received that report at 12:08 do you think you would have 5 

taken that into consideration when you moved at 1:30? 6 

WIT:  Yes I wouldn’t have moved. 7 

Mr. Sterbcow:  I don’t have anything further.  Thank you very much. 8 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you Mr. Sterbcow.  American Bureau of Shipping. 9 

Mr. White:  Good afternoon Captain my name is Jerry White I represent ABS.  As far as 10 

the location of the platform that you jacked up next to at approximately 1430 or 1445 11 

that afternoon, what’s the actual name or designation of that platform? 12 

WIT:  That was South 1024 SD, Sugar Dog. 13 

Mr. White:  Okay, South 1024 SD. 14 

WIT:  Yeah. 15 

Mr. White:  Referred to as Sugar Dog.  Now based on your testimony I understood that 16 

you would have jacked up next to that platform at about 1445 that afternoon, correct? 17 

WIT:  Yes. 18 

Mr. White:  And at that time how much had you jacked up at 1445? 19 

WIT:  With the seas running 3 to 5 I jacked up about, I always get a foot or two higher 20 

than the seas so they don’t slam the bottom.  I was about 6 foot out of the water, but 21 

about a foot above the seas. 22 
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Mr. White:  How much would you approximate the depth of the hull on the ROCK FISH 1 

is? 2 

WIT:  I think she’s got a 8 foot hull, it might be 6 foot, but I think it’s 8 foot. 3 

Mr. White:  And your draft approximately that day was about 4 feet? 4 

WIT:  Yes. 5 

Mr. White:  Correct.  In response to one of the questions from before you indicated the 6 

freeboard was about 4 feet. 7 

WIT:  Yes. 8 

Mr. White:  From 1445 until the time that the SEACOR POWER could not been seen 9 

on the AIS is it fair to say that the winds continued to build? 10 

WIT:  Yes. 11 

Mr. White:  And is it fair to say that the winds, at least in the initial forecast was 30 to 35 12 

miles per hour and that increased based on your observation of the anemometer to 13 

somewhere around 95 miles per hour? 14 

WIT:  Yes. 15 

Mr. White:  And as far as the seas when you first jacked up what were the height of the 16 

seas based on your recollection? 17 

WIT:  The seas were 3 to 5. 18 

Mr. White:  And is it fair to say up until to the point that you could no longer the 19 

SEACOR POWER on AIS that the waves or the seas continued to build? 20 

WIT:  Yeah that the seas continued to build once we lost sight of the SEACOR 21 

POWER. 22 
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Mr. White:  And then at one point I understood that a wave had gone over the side of 1 

the ROCK FISH and it fell or landed in the close vicinity to the rescue boat, is that 2 

correct? 3 

WIT:  Repeat that.   4 

Mr. White:  I understand there was a sea that came over the side of the ROCK FISH 5 

that was as high as the rescue boat, is that correct? 6 

WIT:  Yes. 7 

Mr. White:  And can you explain to us what the approximate height is of the rescue boat 8 

above the deck, the main deck of the ROCK FISH? 9 

WIT:  The rescue boat is about 10 foot above the main deck. 10 

Mr. White:  And if you were jacked up approximately 5 or 6 feet, what do you think the 11 

height of that wave was? 12 

WIT:  It had to be anywhere from 20 to 25 foot sea that come over that rescue boat. 13 

Mr. White:  Once you determined that the SEACOR POWER had capsized what was 14 

the timeframe that winds or the seas, withdrawn.  Once you determined that the 15 

SEACOR POWER had capsized did the wind or the seas continue to build, or did there 16 

come a time when the winds and seas subsided? 17 

WIT:  When we first got visual contact of the SEACOR laying on its side the winds were 18 

between 60 and 65 miles.  The seas had subsided to about 6 to 8, 7 to 9. 19 

Mr. White:  Based on your testimony I understood that you also conferred or at some 20 

point spoke to the platform concerning their observations of the wind, is that correct? 21 

WIT:  Yes. 22 

Mr. White:  And was that this very same platform that you were alongside? 23 
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WIT:  No, sir. 1 

Mr. White:  Can you tell us what platform provided that wind information? 2 

WIT:  This was a platform in the middle of the field.  I don’t remember if its, I know K&N, 3 

but I don’t know if it’s Bay Marchand 2 or Bay Marchand 3. 4 

Mr. White:  Okay.  Did you speak to them over the radio or how did you determine what 5 

they had remembered or observed concerning windspeed? 6 

WIT:  I didn’t speak to them I heard them over the radio talking to the main platform of 7 

the wind they were experiencing at that location. 8 

Mr. White:  And as far as the platform that you were alongside during the course of the 9 

incident does that platform, to the best of your understanding monitor the wind and 10 

waves? 11 

WIT:  No. 12 

Mr. White:  Would you typically have any discussions with a platform like the one you 13 

were alongside concerning any weather data that they may have collected? 14 

WIT:  No, sir, there was nobody on that. 15 

Mr. White:  Captain I have nothing further.  Thank you for your testimony. 16 

WIT:  Yes, sir. 17 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you Mr. White.  I have two final questions.  Two final questions 18 

for you.  But before that I would like to see if Mr. Ehlers has some additional questions. 19 

Mr. Ehlers:  Captain I just have some quick questions about the video we just saw 20 

which was Exhibit 114.  Who specifically took that video? 21 

WIT:  I did. 22 

Mr. Ehlers:  You took that video? 23 
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WIT:  Yes. 1 

Mr. Ehlers:  And were you on the bridge at that time? 2 

WIT:  Yes. 3 

Mr. Ehlers:  Okay. And could you estimate how high above the water you were at that 4 

time?  Not counting the waves. 5 

WIT:  That was my initial jack up position.  Like I said I was a foot above the seas and I 6 

was about 6 foot out of the water. 7 

Mr. Ehlers:  Okay, thank you Captain. 8 

WIT:  Yes, sir. 9 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  Mr. Verdin. 10 

Mr. Verdin:  Thank you Captain.  Captain Ted you said that your rescue boat was 10 11 

feet above the deck.  Was that 10 feet from the bottom of the rescue boat or 10 feet at 12 

the top of the rescue boat? 13 

WIT:  About 10 foot at the top of the rescue boat. 14 

Mr. Verdin:  Okay.  Also you said that you spoke to a manned facility, K&N, you talked 15 

to K&N which is the – a maned facilities, there’s usually living quarters for that field, is 16 

that correct?  Dispatcher. 17 

WIT:  No I didn’t to speak to them on that.  I heard them transmit over the radio what 18 

wind speed they were monitoring.  But they got two fellas that live on there. 19 

Mr. Verdin:  Okay.  Was this a marine radio or was this a field radio, company radio? 20 

WIT:  This is the marine radio. 21 

Mr. Verdin:  Okay, so it’s a marine radio.  So all of the other vessels in the area can 22 

hear it as well? 23 
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WIT:  Yes. 1 

Mr. Verdin:  The facility that you jacked up next to, I think you said Sugar Dog? 2 

WIT:  Yes. 3 

Mr. Verdin:  Was this a manned or unmanned platform? 4 

WIT:  It’s an unmanned. 5 

Mr. Verdin:  Okay so the only ones there were you and your crew and the two wire line 6 

employees? 7 

WIT:  Yes. 8 

Mr. Verdin:  That’s all I’ve got Captain.  Thank you. 9 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you Mr. Verdin.  Captain do you have any ideas or 10 

recommendations about how to prevent something like this from happening in the 11 

future? 12 

WIT:  I always monitor my weather condition before any move I make.  It could be a 13 

clear day.  It could be as clam as it wants to be.  I look at my weather forecast, look at 14 

the wind before I make a decision because you never know when something is going to 15 

come up.  Even though you don’t hear it over the radio or have it on your weather report 16 

you’ve got to be mindful of weather conditions because the weather can pop up any 17 

time.   18 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you.  Do you have anything else you would like to tell us?  19 

Anything we didn’t ask you about? 20 

WIT:  No, ma’am. 21 

CAPT Phillips:  Okay.   22 
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WIT:  Well I came here today you know to testify to help you all determining on what 1 

happened here so this doesn’t happen again.  You know I experienced this and in the 2 

44 years I’ve been offshore I’ve never had an experience nothing like this.  And you 3 

know being on these types of boats it’s, I don’t know.  It’s a lot different than any other 4 

boat you’re going to work on.  These boats are not made for high winds, rough weather.  5 

But you know I just hope this testimony I gave you all can help you all, you know try to 6 

figure what happened so it can be prevented in the future. 7 

CAPT Phillips:  Thank you very much.  Thank you for being here.  Your testimony was 8 

very helpful for us.  So we appreciate you coming.  And thank you very much for your 9 

actions out there on the day of the accident.  Your quick thinking and your quick 10 

reactions saved lives.  We appreciate it.  You’re now released as a witness at this 11 

Marine Board of Investigation hearing.  Thank you for your cooperation.  If I later 12 

determine that this board needs additional information from you I will contact you.  If you 13 

have any questions about these proceedings please contact Lieutenant Anthony Alger, 14 

our Recorder over here.  We will recess until 1300 when we will hear from our next 15 

witness.  The hearing is now in recess.  The time is 1117.  Thank you. 16 

The hearing recessed at 1117, 2 August 2021 17 

 The hearing was called to order at 1300, 2 August 2021. 18 

CAPT Phillips:  The time is 1300, this hearing is now in session.  As a reminder we 19 

would like to minimize any disruptions to the board and to the witnesses.  Please remain 20 

silent during questioning.  Please do not enter and exit the hearing room during witness 21 

testimony unless absolutely necessary.  And as a reminder please silence all cell 22 




