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INTERVIEW

CDR _ Okay. So today we"ll hear testimony from

Mr. Dean Gribble. Lieutenant - - will administer your

oath, Mr. Gribble, and go through some preliminary questions.

MR. GRIBBLE: Sure.

CDR _ - will you administer the oath?
LCDR _ Yes, sir.

Mr. Gribble, please stand and perhaps step back and raise
your right hand.

I apologize. Mr. Gribble, you are on mute. Could you unmute
and just --

MR. GRIBBLE: Hold on. I wasn"t -- | didn"t touch it. You
got me now?

LCDR _ Yeah, 1 got you loud and clear.

(Oath administered.)

INTERVIEW OF DEAN WILLIAM GRIBBLE

Q.- For the record, please state your full name, and spell your
last.
A. My name is Dean William Gribble. Gribble is

G-r-i-b-b-1-e.

Q. Please i1dentify your counsel, if present, to confirm
representation.

A. Got Mr. Joe Stacey sitting next to me.

Q.- Where are you currently -- thank you. Where are you
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currently employed, and what is your position?
A. I*m unemployed right now.
Q- What are your general responsibilities in that position?

Well, so please list your prior relevant work history.

A It"s just fishing mainly, crab fishing, trawling, salmon,
salmon tendering. | worked on -- just working on boats too. 1
work —-- it was some boats down south doing some research for the

Navy and different contracts like that.

Q. What i1s the highest level of education you have completed?
A 12th grade.

Q. Do you have any professional licenses or certificates? And,
if so, please list them.

A. No

LCDR _ Thank you.

Commander _ that completes the preliminary

questions.

CDR _ Thank you, Lieutenant _

Q.- Okay, Mr. Gribble, again, thanks for being with us today.
(Audio interference.)

Q- All right. Again, thank you, Mr. Gribble, for being here.

As we stated earlier, the whole purpose iIs to investigate the

incident, get to the -- as many facts as we can put together so we

can help try and determine what happened, and then also deliver

some potential recommendations on how to prevent these occurrences
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from happening again. So certainly appreciate your presence here
today. Again, we"ll reiterate at any time if you need, please let
us know, and we can take a break.

So, again, we"re doing -- we"re going to kind of break i1t up
into a couple of sections. So what we"d like to do i1s kind of
start prior to your employment with the Scandies Rose. So we"ll
talk about some of those items. So can you talk about how long
you“ve been doing commercial fishing?

A. Yeah. 1 started -- worked with my dad iIn the summers when 1
was 11 or 12 (indiscernible) just salmon tender in the Bristol Bay
for the summertime with my dad. And then did that through
schooling, and then the age of 18, April 2000, I did -- that was
my First groupie season, snow crab. And then I"ve been fishing
ever since. | crabbed up until 2006 when they made the IFQ
switch-over from the derby to the IFQ, and 1 started trawling for
a little bit, and bouncing back to crab (indiscernible).

Q. And so what geographically areas have --

A. All Alaska.

Q. All Alaska --

A. Yeah, mostly Alaska. | guess, | fished on the West Coast
over Washington, Oregon, too, a couple times.

Q- Okay. And predominantly what kind of fishery have you been
engaged In?

A. Crab probably for the most part. Crabbing and trawling for

cod.
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Q.- Okay. So at any point did you have any -- did you receive
any formal training, survival training, any other type of vessel
handling training?

A. I did like a safety class, | think like 10 years ago or just
how to get into the life raft, get in the suit In the water. But
that was about the only training. | mean, other than the boat --
just doing drills on different boats.

Q.- Okay .

A. And I"ve had other iIncidences on other boats where they

consider it training.

Q.- And do you know where you got that training about 10 years
ago?
A. I don"t. It was somewhere down at Ballard.

Q.- Okay. And you mentioned you don"t currently hold any

professional --

A. Yeah.

Q- -- certificates, fishing or anything?
A. Yeah.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: So can you let him finish the
question?

MR. GRIBBLE: Oh, okay.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: And then go ahead and answer.

MR. GRIBBLE: Okay.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Just let him finish first.

MR. GRIBBLE: Sure.
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Q.- Can you -- do you recall the names of any of the vessels
you"ve worked on in the past?

A. Yeah. 1 worked on Western Mariner was one, Aleutian Mariner,
the (indiscernible), Bering Star, American Viking, Beauty Bay,
Paragon, Unimak, a lot of them. You want me to going through all
of them?

Q.- No. You don"t have to go through all of them. And so,
obviously, you"ve --

A Different boats.

Q. -- sailed with quite a few boats. Working from most recent,
can you speak to -- so before your trip on the Scandies, what"s
your previous boat to that, that you worked on, and who the
captain was?

A. Yeah. It was the Western Mariner for king crab, and -- or
actually black cod and king crag. And the captain i1s Bryce
BuhoIm. Shouldn®"t say black cod because 1 didn"t make any money.
Q.- And so as far as all the vessels that you®ve sailed on, any
of them similar in design or construction as the Scandies Rose?

A. Yeah. The Patricia Lee, the boat that my dad is on, relief"s

on, it"s the Saint Paul. It"s the sister ship to the Scandies.

Q- Okay .

A. And 1"ve sailed on that one too.

Q.- Any -- do you remember any specific differences between those

two vessels?
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A. I think the Scandies back in the "90s had a fire, so the
house was different, but I think that"s the only difference.
Q- Do you know what any -- what some of those differences are?
A. Of the house?
Q. I mean, that you recall.
A. None off the -- none offhand, no. Just sort of the setup. 1
guess the setup was a little different. The house was -- seemed a
little more room inside the area. 1 think there might be another
-— actually, no. That"s what the difference is. There are so
many -- two stories to the Patricia Lee. It"s a story and a half
story. Yeah. So the Scandies has three stories.
Q.- Okay .
A. Patti only has two-and-a-half.
Q.- And so with regards to prior boats that you sailed on, had
you ever worked with any of the other crewmembers that you were
with on the Scandies Rose prior to your trip on the Scandies?
A. Just John Lawler. We fished the king crab -- prior king crab
before on the Western Mariner. It"s asking me to unmute myself.
Unmute myself, correct?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: You"re okay.

CDR _ Yeah. You"re okay. Yeah. Everyone says

fine.

Q.- And so can you tell us how -- so leading up to employment

with Mattsen Management and your trip on the Scandies, can you
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kind of walk us through kind of what you were doing, and then how
you got -- came upon employment with the Claimant?

A. I was, like I said before, me and John fished on the Western
Mariner before, and we didn"t make any money. So I wanted a
different approach to go on, make some money. And John called me
on the 28th and said that the spot -- somebody quit on the
Scandies and that there was a spot available and to call them, and
told them 1 was available.

Q. Okay. And so at that point, did anyone from -- did you reach
out to them or did anyone reach out to you to formally move
forward with the employment?

A. I called Gary, the captain, Gary Cobban, and let him know
that 1 was ready for employment, and he had me call their fleet
manager, Julia. 1"m not sure of her last name. And she kind of
coordinated my flight and everything about getting me up there.
They wanted me to leave the same -- they wanted me to leave on the
28th, and they called me on -- this was like -- when 1"m talking
to them, like, can you leave at like four or five? And I'm like I
can"t -- today. But, yeah. Yeah, that"s the only two people 1
talked -- contacted or contacted me, and them calling me and
following up back and forth.

Q- Sure. Do you happen to know how that position came --
through conversation with John or anybody, did you happen to hear
how that position may have become vacant?

A. All 1 was told was somebody quit. Not sure who or --
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Q.- Okay. And then so was it -- do you know if it was Ms. Julia
Cooper?
A. That"s i1t, Cooper.
Q. Okay. So once you -- once the company called, contacted you,
and you worked out arrangements, was there any paperwork that you
had to fill out for the --

(Audio interference.)
Q- So we"ll go back just to ensure that we capture the right
questions, and because we don"t know when i1t cut off. 1"m just
going to go back. So pre-employment, was there any pre-employment
drug and alcohol testing conducted?
A. Yes.
Q Okay .
A Well, up In Dutch I took a test.
Q- Up In?
A Or 1 mean up In Kodiak. Sorry.
Q Okay. And that was when you arrived for employment on the

Scandies Rose?

A. Yes.

Q- Okay. And do you know what the results of those were?

A. I passed.

Q. Okay. And according to your contract, you were employed as a

deckhand. Can you kind of describe the roles and responsibilities

of a deckhand?
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A. Just anything that has to do with the boat basically. Tying
the boat up. Making sure everything is up to —-- tight. Make sure
everything i1s tied up, and hauling gear, and setting gear, and
anything to do that would be on the boat.

Q- Okay .

A. (Indiscernible).

Q.- All right. So now that you"re -- let"s have -- can you --
have you talk us through your arrival into Kodiak and up from your
arrival to Kodiak to day of departure?

A. From the day of departure. 1 landed in Kodiak on the 29th
roughly 1600. And Gary picked me up. And there was a lot of snow
on the ground. It was a little cloudy. And took me into the
boat. They were loading the last couple pots and finishing the
rigging a couple pots and loaded and set those -- some of the
groceries. So | just put my bags down and started helping them on
the -- we did that work since, oh, about 2, 3 In the morning.

Late night. 1 was -- after long day, | was beat.

And then we got going again probably about 9, 10 o"clock in
the morning, and we just started kind of continuing with put the
groceries away, and make any last-minute fixes or anything that we
needed to do. We put a -- all the pots had -- all the rows with
the pots had chains on them, but we -- then we put a belly chain.
I was there for that. We put a belly chain around the bottom
stack of the pots and deposit them on the forward section just so

we can make that shift. And then just kind of making everything

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

13

tight because we knew the weather was going to be bad. 1 mean,
we -- everybody has a Windy app. We knew it was going to like

purple, so yeah, we knew It was going to be shitty. So we just
made sure everything was tight.

And then about -- we moved over to the fuel dock at about 4,
I think, 3, 4 o"clock, made i1t to the fuel dock, and took like
3 -- no, maybe 1t was 6 -- it was going to take 3,000 and ended up
taking 6,000 gallons of fuel, I think. 1 wasn"t in charge of
that. And then we departed about 2030 from the fueling unit.

At that time, 1 -- we still had some groceries and stuff to
kind of still put away. So we finished up doing that, and
probably about 10 o*"clock 1 laid down and watched a movie, went to
bed. And then 1 was woke up at probably 8:30, I think it was,
roughly, for my first wheel watch, and then I watched it for a

couple hours and --

Q. Can 1 have you just stop there real quick? So we can go over
few things --

A. Yeah, sure.

Q.- -— up to that point? Just so we cut it into kind of some

smaller sections.

A. Sure.

Q. So you said that you guys had loaded. Were you -- did you
help load any of the bait or anything?

A. Oh, yeah, yeah. We loaded the bait at that -- all the bait

was on the dock when I -- when I first rolled up, the bait was on
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the dock. The guy that -- John and Brock were rigging one pot,
and the forklift was bringing up our bait, and then that was the

first thing we did was swung the bait on.

Q. And where was -- where did you guys store the bait onboard?
A. The bait was stored in the bow in the forepeak.

Q.- Okay. And do you remember how much bait was brought on?

A. It was like 6 or 7 pallets. It was a good amount of it.

Q.- Okay. Normal for that type of trip?

A. Yeah.

Q- In your --

A. Yeah.

Q.

Okay. And then you mentioned wrapping a belly chain around.
Was that just the forward pots?

A. Yeah. That"s really the only way that you can do it. |
mean, | guess, yeah, that"s really the only way we did it. Just
around the first -- just so i1t can"t go forward.

Q. Sure. Okay. And then as far as lashing all the pots, to
what extent were they all tied together and secured?

A. Far as?

Q.- Were they all tied to each other? Are they tied in groups?
A. Yeah. How we tie them, we usually tie like two, two ties on
the bottom or maybe even one tie sometimes on the bottom and two
on top. Usually there"s about three ties on each pot.

Q.- Okay .

A. Making it so it can"t go up, can"t go forward, and can"t go
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sideways. Secure as that.
Q.- Sure. If possible, if we gave you a piece of paper, would
you be able to kind of sketch out --
A. Sure.
Q- -- how the -- what the typical pots height stack would look
like, and where they might be secured? So like --
A. Draw the boat?
Q.- So if you could just give us like what a stack would look
like, how they would be stacked, what the first tier would look
like, and then the tiers above i1t, and how they would be secured.
A Okay .
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: So can I ask a point of clarification?
CDR Sure.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Are you asking for what he saw and he
remembers on Scandies Rose, or are you just talking about in
general on any crab boat?

CDR What he remembers from the Scandies.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Scandies Rose. Okay.

CDR Yeah.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: What you recall. And I°m sorry, one
stack, i1s that what you wanted, or the whole deck load?

CDR I think if he could do one stack, and then

kind of --
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Okay.

CDR -- what the deck load looked like.
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(Pause.)

MR. GRIBBLE: You want me to put where the ties are at,

right?

CDR _ Yes, please, if you could.

(Pause.)

CDR _ Can you hold it up for the camera real quick?
I appreciate that. And we will enter that -- just if you can just
sign on the bottom, we"ll enter that into -- as an exhibit. Thank
you.

Q. Were all the pots -- by what you can recall from the
Scandies, were all the pots the same?

A. Yeah. Yeah. Or all the pots that | saw, and It was a —- it
was really tight. Some boats will have not so tight. Yeah. They
were (indiscernible).

Q. And for the -- once they were stacked onboard, was there any
path left from the forward part of the vessel to the
superstructure?

A. No. No.

Q.- So how would you get from the bow back to the house or
vice-versa?

A. Climb over the stack.

Q- Okay. Thank you. Do you know if any of the pots were
weighed during the loading process?

A. No. That"s not -- we don"t normally do that.
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Q.- Okay. And so now that you"re onboard, can you tell us so
which stateroom you were assigned to, and where that"s located
onboard?

A. I got on the boat, and everybody was kind of working, so |
didn*"t really know where to put my stuff, and all the bottom
stairs kind of looked like they had stuff all over them. So I was
like, 1 don*t know where to go. So I went -- there"s an observer
stateroom second deck that nobody was in, so I took that one. And
John said, well, that"s the observer®s bunk. And 1 was like,
well, you don"t have an observer, so 1°11 take 1t. And he moved

up there too.

Q Okay. And so that -- which -- what level was that on?
A Two.

Q. Level two. And which side of the vessel was it on?

A Starboard side.

Q Starboard. Okay. So before you guys -- once you got

onboard, before you guys departed, was there any other task that
you were assigned aside from securing the pots and storing the
bait?

A. No. Just making sure everything was tight. You know, like 1
said, we were going to be up, and weather was just going to be
bad. So we just wanted to make sure everything was tied down,
nothing was going to be rolling around or banging for 3-, 4-day
run.

Q.- Were you aware of any work that was done to the vessel before
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your arrival?
A. I guess they were doing some work on the shit chute or the --
kind of where they disperse the crap that they don"t want. It"s
kind of like a chute on the bottom of the deck. There was some
steel left over from that, that we ended up throwing over.

And how did you guys discard that?

We just threw it over.

At the pier or while you were on your way?

Underway .

Q

A

Q

A

Q- Okay .
A And 1 think some got thrown over at the pier.

Q Okay .

A I didn"t do that. John would know more about that.

Q And any knowledge of any other equipment maintenance or any
other issues that may have occurred before that trip?

A. Did I know beforehand? No.

Q. Okay. And then had anyone mentioned anything -- on your
arrival, had anyone talked about -- previous crew talked about
previous trips onboard?

A. No.

Q. Okay. So before you got underway, were any drills conducted,
any safety orientation?

A. Yeah. We did -- safety drill probably was probably around
like 7:30 or 1930 on the 29th, right before we left. They just

kind of brought everybody in the wheelhouse, showed everybody, you
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know, just kind of ran through like where everything is at in case
of a fire or in case we started flooding or boat sinking. And
yeah, and we just did those. And they were, | mean, they were --
I thought they were some (indiscernible) because it was taking
awhile. Took -- probably for like an hour just (indiscernible) a
lot of people do it.

Q.- Okay .

A. During that, when Gary was showing us the EPIRB, when he went
to put i1t away, he thought he might have activated i1t because he
flipped it over and I think saw lights or some -- for some reason
he said he thought he activated i1t, and then he was playing with
it trying to -- | don"t know. Maybe that®"s why it didn"t fire off
ifT he accidentally turned it off because they“"re kind of confusing
sometimes but --

Q- Any -- so during that training, did anyone put on any
survival suits?

A. Yeah, 1 did.

Q.- Were you the only one who did?

A. Yeah, because 1 was the new guy.

Q.- Based on your experience on all the other vessels, iIs that
typical for the survival meeting where -- or would the whole crew

normally put on survival sults?
A Just depends on the boat and the experience of people. 1
like to put them on just to be quick, you know, be quick if

something happens, but yeah, 1 mean, it"s typical | guess. Some
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people do, some people don-t.

Q.- Okay. Had you brought any personal survival gear with you?
A. No -- actually, I did. 1 brought my life vest. That"s just
for wearing on deck.

Q- Okay. All right. So that was all prior to getting underway.
Any -- once you got underway, you said you guys got underway, and
then was there a watch schedule pre-established before you got
underway or was that established once you were underway?

A. I think it got established once we were underway. Gary took
it for the first couple hours. Shawn got me up. 1°m not really
sure who has the watch. When we"re running you don"t really see.
You®re either watching it or you®"re sleeping. So I saw John and
Gary, but I don"t know if John was, you know.

Q.- Do you know what the watch rotation may have been before John
and after Gary?

A. I think Brock had i1t after Gary, and then David and Art
maybe. That"s kind of speculation.

Q.- Sure. Okay. And what would you -- can you kind of describe
what your responsibilities are once you"re on -- once you had that
watch?

A Once you"re driving the boat? Just not crashing into
anything. Just kind of maintaining the course. Just driving the
boat, maintaining the course, and making sure you don"t hit
anything.

Q.- Were there any standing orders or anything from the captain
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for those watches?

A. Yeah. 1 can"t remember what they were. Just probably don®t
go downstairs, you know, just the basic -- kept the radios -- |
can"t, I can"t -- just basic watch rules, kind of common sense
things.

Q.- Okay. Was there anyone else with you during any of the watch
periods?

A. No.

Q. During the watch period, was there any responsibility to make

rounds of the boat, the engine room?

A. He didn"t have engine room check down, but 1 -- after my
third watch, 1 went down and checked it, and -- but Art was coming
out both times. So I didn"t actually go down there. Art was
already down there, check -- he was already down there. So 1
figured it was okay.

A. Okay. Once you were on your Ffirst watch, did you notice any

-- were there any alarms up on the bridge or anything?

A. No. I don"t think there were any alarms.
Q.- And do you know iIf any were tested prior to getting underway?
A. They tested the bilge alarm in the (indiscernible) room. 1

don®"t know If they tested the tank alarms. So | wasn®"t there for
that, but the bilge alarm I was there for. It tested up, fired.

Q. Okay. And I apologize for going backwards, but during your

safety training, did -- was the general alarm ever sounded?

A. During the safety training? Yeah, it was.
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Q.- And do you know, did -- was it pointed out or did you -- was
everyone made aware of the location of the general alarm?
A. Yes.
Q- And could you explain where that general alarm would be
activated from?
A. I think it was -- I know, I can"t really remember. 1 think
it was right by the like chart table on the starboard side.
Q.- Okay .
A. Probably about -- around the wall there right -- the chart
table is here and the wall, 1 think that"s where -- that"s kind of
where most of those are.
Q.- Okay. And then so you said you got underway, and you started
to watch a movie. Can you kind of take us from that point on?
A. From watching -- after my first watch?
Q. Yes.
A. Okay. So 1 watched the movie and just, you know, just kind
of rested. And then I got back up for my second watch. | think
John got me around -- 1t was like 1730. And then 1 started
watching 1t. And during my watch, the weather started coming up a
little bit more, but it was already kind of crappy, but it started
coming up a lot more. The wind started coming a lot more.

And the waves started kind of coming quarterly. At first
they were right off the bow, then they kind of started coming
quarterly. So we were -- when we were taking spray, and we"re

taking good -- pretty good spray, and it was just spraying the
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starboard side really because that"s where the waves were coming.
And they got about halfway back for -- the pots were starting to
ice over.

Q. Okay. And so speaking of weather, any discussion on weather
prior to departure?

A. Oh, yeah. We knew it was going to be bad.

Q. Anyone express any concerns about --

A. We all did. We all did. It was like, you know, it"s kind of
dumb to go out. This is a hurricane. But they -- the cod season
started. It starts on January 1lst, and we had like 3- or 4-day
run. So we were already going to be late, and this might be the
last derby year of the cod fisheries, so -- and they go off catch
history so they get more quota. So it was really crucial to get
there and get as much pounds as we could.

Q. Okay. Amongst the crew, who would you say was the most
concerned about departing in that weather?

A. I know me and John talked about it a few times. And Gary was
too. I mean, we -- look, we knew we were going out in shitty
weather. Was kind of dumb. We should have waited 12 hours,
whatever. Not enough concern.

Q. And so you mentioned the derby. Can you describe that a
little more for us, derby fisheries?

A. Yeah. The cod fishery now, i1t still 1s -- it"s still
considered a derby. So there®s a set quota that all the boats

fish off of opposed to individual fish quota where the quota is
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divvied out to each boat, and each boat has its own individual
catch they"re allowed. So it"s still derby.

But then how they did for the crab, they went off the
previous history catch. So 1f you had bad years the last couple
of years when they were doing the -- had bad quotas, so they
wanted to make sure -- was my understanding it was big concern.
Gary was talking about a lot of concern that we -- coming from
down south that we get out -- I mean, like I said, they wanted me
to fly up the 28th. They wanted me to leave like soon as
possible.

Q- Okay. All right. And -- all right. So let"s take i1t from
you taking the watch to from the time you turned it over to --
turned over your night watch.

A. I was -- I got Gary up at, like, 1915. And at that time, let
him know 1 felt we -- I kind of felt a list. We"re starting to
list a little to the starboard side. It was kind of hard to tell
ifT 1t"s the waves. It was rolling around. 1It"s kind of hard to
tell. But it felt like we were a little heavier on the starboard
side.

So 1 let him know that and asked him if we wanted to slow
down, because we were bumping Into 1t, making a lot of spray,
making a lot of ice, and he didn"t seem concerned with that or
changed course. | asked him 1f he wanted to change course just so
we had a better ride, because it was kind of a crappy ride to go
to sleeping in.
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Q- Sure.

A. That was my concern.

Q. And so was there any -- what was -- were there any major
differences between your morning shift to your evening shift then?
A. No. Just the water.

Q.- And how much -- can you tell what the weather -- what that
change in weather was?

A. The morning was crappy, | guess. And then the evening was
shitty.

Q So 1t progressively got worse --

A Yes, progressively got worse all day.

Q.- Okay .

A And then i1t really came up during my watch.

Q And when you turned It over to Gary, and you woke Gary up in

the evening, do you know how far you had traveled at that point

and what your current location was?

A Okay. 1 think we traveled about, well, 200 miles a day. 1
think we were about 190 miles -- about that point, 180 miles.

Q.- Okay. From Kodiak?

A. Yeah. So had a little run to False Pass.

Q- Okay. Do you have any pre-watch routine? So anything that
you do ahead of your time up there on the bridge?

A I have -- like get a cup of coffee. No. I mean, like just
what do you mean? Just what | do on watch?

Q.- Just how do you prepare for watch?
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A. Just go up there and watch it.

Q.- And so when you took over that watch, was anything passed to
you as you took over?

A. No. Just the watch list, and just keep on. It was the same
from before. So just keep on, you know, that was -- we just keep
doing that until we get there.

Q.- You mentioned you had a conversation with Gary once you woke
him up and kind of expressed some changes that you noticed. Had
any of those conversations -- similar conversations happened
between you and the previous watch?

A. No. There was no reason. 1 was kind of tired, so | just

wanted to go back to bed.

Q- Okay .

A We worked a lot before we left Kodiak, so I was really tired.
Q. Sure.

A Climbing over those stacks of pots, knees were burning.

Q So do you recall -- and so any mechanical -- so at your time

at the helm, was there any mechanical issues that you experienced
during that time?

A. No.

Q. Okay. So you talked about the freezing spray. Had you
noticed any water building up on deck through that point?

Anything by the windows of the pilothouse?

A. The windows were all iced, except for the first two that have

the heat film, but everything else was iced over. The pots had a
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good -- I mean, it doesn"t look like much, but ice is really
heavy. 1t was probably couple inches when it started.

Q. And 1s that --

A. -- glazed -- more of them glazed probably back on the pots
within the bow head. It had a good little ice build-up. 1 talked
to Gary. |1 asked him if he wanted to get the guys up and go beat

the i1ce off, just because | thought maybe that was causing the
list. And he goes, no, it"s just, it"s crappy. We"ll just do it
when we get to protected waters, you know, False Pass, and we"ll
beat 1t all off. At that time, | thought (indiscernible).

Q. At that point, do you know -- the point you turned it over
and had that conversation, do you know how far you were away from
False Pass at that point?

A. No. It was still 1 think 100 miles maybe; maybe more.

Q. Okay. And so, on a normal day, besides just your watch
periods, what else would you be doing onboard during a transit?

A Just mainly -- I don"t know. If there®s any work to be done,
we"d be doing that, but mainly just sleeping. Usually if the
weather is crappy, it"s kind of hard to move around. So just
sleep and watch movies and taking watches.

Q. Okay. All right. So that -- the next course 1"m going to,
if you could take us through the time you turned over to Gary, all
the way up to the time that you and John end up in the water. |IT
you can kind of walk through that, what you observed, what you

heard.
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A. Okay. So I gave i1t over to Gary, and we talked for a little
bit because I had just got there, and | was just kind of shooting
the shit with him a little bit. So I wasn"t there to load the
pots. | just asked him how many pots we had onboard and just kind
of shooting the shit with him. And then I went downstairs to make
a sandwich.

At that time, I saw Art coming out of the engine room again,
and so 1 figured he was down there transferring fuel to fix the
list. And then I ate my sandwich. |1 went back to bed, and
started watching a movie.

About a hour and a half maybe, about 9:30 or so, felt the
boat go hard to starboard. My Ffirst instinct was we were going to
turn around and start running with it to go break off bad sea,
give us a little safer ride to go beat the ice off. That was my
first instinct. Now, I was on the top bunk, so I told John to go
see what"s going on and -- because 1t"s easier for him to get up.
And he ran upstairs and yells down, Dean, the boat is sinking.
What? I jump up, and I try and get my pants on, and I -- try and
get my socks on. 1 feel the boat rolling a little more. 1I™m
like, oh, no.

So I run upstairs, and Gary®"s kind of leaning on the chart
table because the boat is leaning over hard. And John is grabbing
a survival suit. And 1 go, what"s going on Gary? He goes, I
don®"t know. I go, well, fucking call the Coast Guard. He goes,

what am 1 going to say? | go, tell them we"re sinking. We were

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

29

already -- as soon as | got upstairs, and 1 saw the window that we
were like this, there®s no way we"re getting it back with all
those pots onboard. So I was, 1 was -- just screamed, just call
the Coast Guard.

I ran back downstairs to get the other guys. Ran to the
mid-deck. At that point, David came running past me. 1 just
screamed down, the boat"s sinking. At that time, everybody else
starts coming up. | get back up to the wheelhouse. John"s
outside. I start passing out the suits. 1 take the last one, and
it"s kind of a lot of people up 1In the wheelhouse, and Sid asked
me, he goes, what do I do? And I go, just get your suit on and go
outside. And everybody had a suit at the time, and everybody was
trying to get it on.

Brock was on the port side, the far port side. David was --

there"s like a -- there®s a bench, and David was on the outside of
the bench or on the inside of the bench or -- I mean, outside of
the bench on the outside. So he just -- so he couldn®t slide

down. So he was on the port side right by the door. And then
Brock was trying to sit down and get his suit on, and 1*m looking
for a spot to put mine down, and I put it down, and I see that the
boat®"s just too much at a angle, and 1"m going to slide. So I
jump up into the bench, and 1 used the armrest as a foothold and
stable to get -- and as soon as | did that, Brock comes sliding by
me.

And as soon as 1 did that, I get it on about halfway, my --
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the armrest breaks, so I kind of slide down. 1I"m like, oh, shit.
So 1 just started climbing up. 1 grabbed the middle armrest, and
that breaks, and just -- 1"m grabbing whatever. 1 don"t even know
what | was grabbing. |1 was just grabbing whatever to get out.

And luckily 1 was able to make i1t out after a couple of times of
kind of slipping back down a little bit. And --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Do you want to take a little break?

MR. GRIBBLE: 1I*m fine. |1 was able to -- sorry. 1 was able
to get outside, and then I only had my suit on halfway at the
time. 1 got outside, and I got the rest of i1t on, zipped up, and
the hood on. John®s outside, and he goes, | can"t get my zipper
up- And at this time, right when I got outside, right as I get my
arms in and my hood on, right as 1*m almost like zipping it, the
lights go out. And John comes, he®s like, 1 can™t get my zipper
up. I go, you better get 1t up. You"re going to die. Like,
we"ve got to get this up.

So I"m feeling around. I mean, 1t"s pitch black. Can"t see
anything. 1 can®"t see my hand in front of me it"s so dark. [I™m
feeling around, and his zipper on the thing, usually you want to
have them up like a inch or two so they“"re kind of already

started. His was all the way down, and the thing was flipped

inside. So I"m feeling around for i1t. Luckily, I was able to
find it, because the boat®"s -- i1t"s like free falling, that"s what
it felt like. And I"m -- 1 finally was able to thankfully get him

up and get it on.
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And 1 got out and stood up, and 1 was like, grab -- because
he was like closer to the life ring. |1 go, grab the life ring and
get the line off of the -- line off of 1t, and we"ll tie It to

each other so when we"re in the water we"ll stay together. 1
mean, I"m trying to find anything I can to bring with us, because

I know we"re going in. The boat is just like free falling. And

I*m looking for buoys or anything. 1"m looking for a line or
something I can throw back into those guys, but they -- I don"t --
they were kind of -- even 1f that would have helped.

CDR Want to take a quick break?
MR. GRIBBLE: I"'m --
CDR Why don"t we take a 10-minute break.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Sure.
CDR That okay with you, Dean?
MR. GRIBBLE: Yeah, 1t"s okay.
CDR Okay. We"re going to take a 10-minute break,
folks.

(Off the record.)

(On the record.)

BY CDR _
Q. So can you tell us who you saw up there as you got to the
wheelhouse?
A. What? The second time?

Q.- Yeah. So any time --

A. After 1 ran down to the second deck to scream at the other

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

32

guys the boat®"s sinking, David was already coming out, and they
were kind of already starting to get assembled. And I screamed
down just, you know, just get up. And I started running back up.
They were kind of following me. | get up there right at the top
of the stairs, to the left on the ground, there"s like a spot
where all the survival suits are. So I just got on my knees and
started pitching them out to everybody. Everyone®s grabbing one,
and | took the last one.

And then I1"m looking for a spot because I"m -- you know, 1
was kind of rolling. Gary and Art are over by the chart table, I

believe, and Seth asked -- he goes, what do 1 do? And I go, get

your suilt on, go outside, get your -- it"s going to be okay, you
know. And then, like 1 said, 1 was going put my suit on the floor
to slide down. 1 think I*m down there. |I™"m starting to slide. |

go, this i1sn"t going to work. Jumped up into the bench. Used the
armrest. Climbed outside. And then 1 was able to zip myself up
and zip John up, because 1 had -- lights were already out at this
time.

And then 1 told John to -- because he was by the life ring, I
just told him to grab life ring, the line, and we"d tie it to each
other, stay together in the water. And 1 was just looking for
anything, buoys or anything that 1 could bring with just to make
us appear bigger iIn the water, because 1 knew we were going. And
the other guys were screaming, help. 1™m trying -- | was trying

to find anything I could to -- them in, to help them.
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And 1 was screaming at David to come with us, and 1 was
trying to get him to -- there®s like a little cabinet right where
he was sitting. 1 was trying to get him to pass out the -- we had
like an extra bag of flares, and just (indiscernible) or whatever
iIs In there. But I was trying to get him to figure that out, but
he was just sitting there, and he had his suit fully on, and he
had -- right by the door, and he was just iIn shock, and like he
wasn"t responding.

And me and John are -- like I told, you know, as soon as --
as | was zipping up John, I"m counting on you. We"re not fucking
dying here. Stand back -- because I could see that John was kind
of starting freaking out a little bit, too, and I was trying to
calm us down a little bit. And I"m like everybody (indiscernible)
what do you think everybody else is doing New Year®s right now?
Just because the horror of what we were going through. And then
me and John just decided to -- we"re just like, well, what do we
do?

And then the boat is just continuously just free falling. 1
mean, it almost felt like that carnival ride the Graviton when it
spins around, you put your arms out, and it felt like there was
like force under. That is the only way I can explain it.

Oh, also, the first time -- 1 don"t know 1If | said that.
When 1 first went up there and was talking to Gary and was like,
what was going on, call the Coast Guard, he was like okay, and

then he took it out of gear. That"s what made the boat start
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going more -- 1 think maybe the transitional force maybe. |1 don"t
know, but as soon as he took it out of gear, everything kind of
sped up a little bit more. That"s when 1 was running downstairs.
That"s (indiscernible) more and more. 1 was really worried that
it was going to turtle on me, and 1t did.

So then me and John kind of screaming at David. We were just
standing around right outside the port door on the right down --
down the stairs along the wall is like where they standing, and
we"re like, what do we do? We can"t get to the fucking survival
raft because i1t"s up on the roof, and it"s, you know, at a super
steep angle. The EPIRB 1s on the other side. You can®"t get to
that. Because I™m thinking -- 1™m trying to get to these things.
I*m like I"m trying to get John. Like, what are we doing to do?
We got to get to this raft.

Or it was just impossible, like there®"s nothing we could do
in the 1ce. 1 was trying to get lines and buoys to -- because we
had a bunch of buoys tied up along the stern rail there. | was
just trying to get anything we could just to float with us or -- 1
knew were going to be really hard to see in the water, because
I"ve searched for guys in the water and found some and, you know,
you can just see their head. That was daytime 1 was working for
these guys. And they were hard to find, you know, and they were
dead.

So 1 had all this going through my mind, like we got to, you

know, we got to -- this isn"t good. We"ve got to make a bigger

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

35

thing, and it just, it was not happening. The lines were all just
too iced up. 1 didn"t have a hammer to beat the thing. There was
some trailer line. That"s what I was hoping I could throw back
into the guys, but i1t -- they were all kind of just in shock.

Q. So did -- was the entire crew iIn there, in the bridge -- up
on the bridge at that point?

A. Yeah. Except for John. Me and John were outside.

Q.- Okay. And you said every -- at that point, everyone had a

survival suit?

A. Yeah. 1 know everyone had them, because 1 passed them out.
I gave -- 1 physically gave everybody a survival suit.

Q.- Okay .

A. As they were coming up the stairs.

Q.- And do you know based on handing out all the survival suits,

are they all the same size? Are they all --

A. I think there was a jumbo. I think John took the jumbo just
because he was just worried about making sure he could get into
one, but I guess get into that, but 1 think all the other ones
were just regular large ones.

Q.- Okay. And then you mentioned the EPIRB was on the other
side. Can you tell us to port or starboard where they -- where
your recollection of the EPIRB being located?

A. It"s on the starboard side right outside the wheelhouse door,
right on the -- there"s like a -- bars and stuff there just had it

up on the -- so right on the -- right as you walk out the door on
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the service side, the captain®s door.

Q.- Okay. All right. So at that point, had Gary made a May Day
call or anything that you witnessed or heard?

A Yeah. As -- when 1 was talking to him, as I was running down
and | was coming back up, he was trying to make the call. He was
having trouble getting through because -- and 1 remember just
faintly hearing the person on the other end kind of faintly coming
in and breaking out. And as soon as | got outside, 1 kept
screaming into Gary, just keep calling, keep calling, keep
calling. And then the lights went out.

Q. And had --

A. I*m glad he got the call out, because if the PIER had not
gone off, we would have been fucked.

Q.- At the point where you and John exited the pilothouse, had
you heard any alarms leading up to that point?

A. Actually, 1 didn"t hear any alarm. And as 1 was running down
to wake up Gary, as 1 was kind of thinking like this i1s not going
to roll over on me, 1 should have just hit the general alarm. But
I just wasn"t thinking that at the time.

Q.- Okay. And so can you talk us through then, so once you and
John are outside, from that point to the point where the Coast
Guard arrived?

A. Yeah. So me and John are just trying to make a plan of what
we should do. So I told him to grab the line off the ring, and

we"re going to tie it to each other so we*"d stay together in the
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water. So we did that, and 1 just told him, make sure that line
stays clear so i1t doesn®t catch on anything and get tangled up so
it gets stuck on the boat or something.

So then we started walking on the side of the house at this
point. And at this point, | was trying -- because the boat, once
the boat -- or once the water probably start -- was just about to
come over the back of the house and up towards us, that®s when we
jumped onto the house. We were just trying to stay high.

And 1 was screaming at Ed, because he was just sitting at the
door. Screaming at him, screaming at him, just come on, come on,
let"s go, out of here. Let"s just -- he just looked at -- he just
looked over at me. | was like, we got to go, you know. Like, the
water is right there. Like, whether you like it or not, the
boat®s sinking.

And then me and John just tried to stay on the house as high
as we could. And at that time, the waves were in the trough, and
then the waves started -- a little bit of them started coming over
the house, and little bit more, little bit more. And 1 told John,
I go, okay, make sure that line is clear, and we"re good. We"re
going In here a second. Hold your breath. Hold your breath. And
then a wave came iIn, took us off, and then 1 kept getting pulled

underwater, and 1 thought maybe the line got hooked up or

something -- 1 don"t know what we did wrong to her. Maybe we were
too close to each other -- had it too close to each other maybe to
where he kept pulling -- 1 kept pulling him, and he kept pulling
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me under.

So, anyway, I let it go, and then now 1"m alone. And I pop
up, and I*m just trying to get my bearings, and 1 don"t have my
light on at this point, and 1"m -- it was tucked into the bladder.
I"m trying to get i1t, but the (indiscernible) stupid. And I
finally get it out, get 1t on, and I"m getting tumbled and tossed
under water. And 1 finally get at my bladder and blow it up, and
then 1 was just trying to get my bearings to where the boat was.

I was trying to look for John.

I was screaming for John and just watching the boat, and I --
you know, 1"m 300 yards away maybe from the boat, and he"s like
100 yards from the boat, and I see him. And the boat, because
it's -- as it went down, It was on its side. It went —- Ffirst
went -- and then it goes bow straight up in the air, and it was
just like a toy i1n a tub, just getting like tossed around pretty
good.

I was just happy I wasn®"t In there. |1 didn"t think there was
any chance that 1 was going to live. 1 just wanted to get out of
the wheelhouse, and 1711 die in the water, that"s fine. 1 just
didn"t want to go down with that fucking boat. | wanted my family
to get my body back.

And then 1 watched the boat bounce around like a toy in a tub
for a couple of minutes, and 1t finally just must have been
equalized in the water, and it just equalized and just went down.

And then i1t got -- things got really -- because now what, the
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whole time I*m fighting to get off the boat, and I"m worried about
this and worried about that. Like, 1 wasn"t even thinking about
the -- you know, now what do 1 do? Am I just going to wait to
die? Like I don"t have a life raft. Nothing -- nobody is going
to see me.

Like but -- and I know we"re close to Kodiak, so that kind of
gave me a little bit of hope. But we weren"t in the raft. And
I"ve searched for bodies in boats that have sunk, and doesn®t turn
out too good. [I"ve found guys in survival rafts or suits.

They®ve had their -- they had their suits on. They were dead.
That was In the daytime In like flat, calm seas. We were iIn
30-foot seas, icy conditions. So about 20 minutes of just trying
to come to terms with God.

I was very fortunate to see the glowing of the survival raft
couple hundred yards off, and it kept -- | kept seeing it, and it
kept going under. Waves were so big. 1 always thought that -- I
know the hydrostatic releases the raft or whatever, but 1"ve
always thought like, if you®"re in the water before that, the
tide"s -- you"re gone before -- you know, I*m not even going to
have a chance. 1"m going to be (indiscernible) that thing comes
up- And maybe i1t was blowing faster on the -- maybe i1t blows
faster. 1 don"t know. Thank God i1t came over to where -- and
close enough.

And 1 was like, well, I"m going to die here regardless

probably. So I"m going to die trying to get to that fucking raft,
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and | took a few minutes. Luckily, 1 made it over to it, because
the tide kind of brought it. It started to pass me, and then 1
kind of surfed a wave over to 1t. And then I was kind of tired at
first when I got to 1t. 1 just sit there and hold 1t for a
second. And then I climbed in, and i1t was full of water, about
3, 4 feet of water iIn it, because it probably inflated under
water, hydrostatic.

And then | start screaming for John. And after a couple of
minutes | hear John scream back, and 1 just keep screaming for
him. And then, finally, like 1 feel him like grab onto the back
of the raft, and then he works his way around, and 1 help him get
in.

And at that time, we were just kind of like -- yeah, just
really happy that we were in the raft, because it was looking real
bleak there for a second or for 20 minutes of just, you know,
floating In the dark In 30-foot seas and all that. Still can™t
believe that happened.

So then, once we got into the raft, we"re bouncing -- the
raft keeps wanting to flip, and 1 think the water iIn the raft gave
us a little of a ballast, made it more heavy so it didn"t want to
flip. 1t was just -- and then we"d jump onto the side that was
lifting up to push 1t back down. And thank God it didn"t flip,
but 1t came close a few different times.

And then we were bouncing around so much, the light on the

top -- because we had light at first, for the first couple
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minutes, but we"re bouncing around in the thing, and the light
ended up going out just the first couple of minutes. So then
we"re in the dark. Then we found the survival bag, which is
stupid because they have it tight tied -- 1t"s tied down super
tight to the bottom. So it was completely underwater. And 1t"s
right by the door. And we"re in 30-foot seas. | don"t want to --
anywhere near that door before 1 get, you know, | get bounced out
of it or something.

So 1 think that"s a (indiscernible) spot for it, and they
should also have like a quick release like cord, you can like pull
it and bring it with you wherever you want. And then, like 1t
didn"t have enough -- it had like four flares in it, and they
sink. 1 dropped one of them, and all the debris from the water
and all the other crap was -- In some of the bag was just --
littered the whole raft. So it"s dark, and 1 just reached down
trying to find that other flare and, I mean, where"s the -- why
don"t these fucking float? And so that kept -- time just being
mad at that, and mad that we didn"t have a radio or anything like
that.

And then, after a few minutes, me and John just shot a flare
out, because we figured maybe the C-130 might have been flying
around kind of was my thought. Because it had already been maybe
an hour at that point, so | thought maybe you guys were flying
around, and if you saw a flare or something you could know at

least we"re out there.
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And then we just kept trying to make the raft not flip over.

It kept getting icy or -- I"m sure you guys are familiar with how
the rafts are. 1t"s like this high of rubber or whatever. So I
was kind of like sitting up on the ledge. 1 kind of wedged myself

in between the stanchions and that to stay out of the water. So I
just kind of -- 1°d be fully out of the water and not get all icy
after a few minutes, and then 1°d get back into the water, get the
ice off of me, warm up a little bit, and then -- and that would
get cold, and then I1°d get back. 1 kept doing that. Getting
cold. But yeah, did that a lot.

And 1 was getting real cold there for awhile, and me and John
are just trying to stay positive. 1 was just happy at the fact
like, okay, if 1"m going to die -- because 1 found -- we found
guys in rafts that were dead. And if 1"m going to die, like at
least they“re going to get my body back for my family. And so I
was happy about that. Because | knew we were kind of getting
hypothermia, because that point i1t was pretty cold, minus 10 or --
the wind was really cold.

Then, after about 6 hours or so, John spotted a light by the
second survival raft, and we thought it was a mast light at first,
so we"re trying to -- desperately trying to find another fucking
flare at this point. We have just have the flashlight, that
stupid cheap flashlight waving around. And thank God they saw it.
And then they came over. John was -- his wife was preghant at the

time, so I let him go first, and then just in awe of just -- now I
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can see everything, the light, the helo. We got lucky. And then
1 —-

Q. Thank you, Dean. At the point where you guys got to the life
raft, at any point were you able to tell if the life raft was
still attached to the vessel at all?

A. No. There"s no way it could have been. Because I -- when 1
was -- we were floating, the tide was taking us pretty good. So I
mean, | was already 100 yards away when 1 saw the boat bouncing
around. It was 20 minutes until 1 saw the boat, the raft.

Q. And had you seen the -- you say you saw the second raft at
some point?

A. Yeah. We could see it off in the distance every once in
awhile. We were kind of jealous because it had (indiscernible).
We were thinking about switching.

Q- At any point did you see anyone -- I know you talked about
David being in the doorway. At any point you see or hear anybody
else outside the vessel?

A. No. No, Gary, they didn*"t make it out. David, David could
have. He had a chance, and 1 was hoping maybe he got scared and
jumped out or maybe the water pushed him out, because the water
was coming up probably -- maybe i1t washed him in, and it was —-- |
don"t know. He was in shock. Yeah. | don"t think he wanted to
leave his dad. And I fish with my dad, so I don"t know what 1°d
do in that situation, but I wish I had physically taken

(indiscernible). As far as -- 1 should have just grabbed him and
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just took him with me. |1 was trying so hard to find something
throw into his dad (indiscernible).

Because 1"ve always thought about that, like what happens --
like what am I going to do in that situation? And I"ve heard
other stories of other people that happening, and you hear like
what good they did. So I'm trying to -- like one of my other
buddies whose boat sunk, and It was amazing, they threw a line
back in; that was the only way he got out. So I was like, I™m
just trying to find a line. The one that me and John grabbed, it
was just too skinny to climb up on it.

I don"t even think they would have climbed up on 1t, because
the boat, it was so steep at the time, there®"s nothing to climb up
on. The front, the console, it"s all like Formica, so it"s really
slippery. And they were just in shock. There was just no time to

be questioning anything or maybe just hesitate a long time. They

(indiscernible).
And, again, it was -- just look at the weather we had to go
out Into. It was horrifying. Just think of like we"re going to

go swimming in this shit? Everybody was freaking out pretty good.
And 1 mean, the only problem was is that they -- when 1 passed the
suit out, they just made the mistake of going the wrong way. They
should have went out the door.

It should be a new thing these -- like when you"re taught put
your suit on, lay it out on the ground and get into it. Well,

that®"s great if the boat"s like this, but what do you do when it"s
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like this? Get the thing to go outside. That"s what should be
taught. Get your suit on, go outside. And everybody was -- and
Seth was kind of -- and Brock, and they were over kind of by Gary
trying to help Gary, or like went to Gary for like what to do, and
just wasn"t happening.

I just knew we had to get out of the boat. |1 mean, 1"ve seen
boats that they®"d go on their side like the Raven, 1 think, back
in 2006 or whatever, went on iIts side, and it just stayed there
for hours. Sometimes they"ll do that. But we just kept -- was
like we"re free falling, like 1 don"t know where or what the water
was getting in.

And then, once 1 was into the raft, me and John are kind of
like, what the fuck just happened? And John"s like, oh, 1 wonder
if 1t had something to do with the welding job that they had.

They were taking In water on the starboard side during king crab,
and they were supposed to have this like hole or whatever patched.
Good time to find out about it now that we"re iIn the life raft.
Should have known about it like before we left. Because then,
when 1 knew that we had a little bit of starboard list, it would
have been a little bit more important to go find out why.

I just was more trusting of the guys, because they had been

on the boat for a long time, and I just got there. 1 was just --
I wanted to be a good worker and -- you know, because 1 -- when I
first got there, I don"t know what it was, I even called my --
Mary and my dad. 1 was like, I don*"t know if I made the right

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

46

call here. |1 just had a funny feeling or something.

I was just like -- but then I was like, well, I can"t do that
to these guys. 1 can"t just quit. Because they flew me up here,
and now I get up here, and now 1"m going to -- |1 can"t just quit
on them. That"s going to burn them out of a couple more days of
this crab fishery. So I was like, okay, I°1l just go with you the
first trip, and if I don"t like it or whatever, not feeling it,
111 get off in Dutch. And that was kind of my plan.

And then, during my watches, I couldn®"t figure out the sat
phone. So I couldn®t call her. And so I didn"t talk to anybody.
I was just so worried about my family, how sad they were going to
be.

Q.- Was there any other communication methods besides the sat
phone once you were underway?

A No. They didn"t have satellite or -- they didn"t have
Internet on that boat, or I wasn"t made aware of 1t, which In this
day and age, you know, it"s nice to get Facebook on your phone.
No, yeah, had no other communications.

Q.- Okay. And once you were in the Coast Guard helo, where were
you taken from there?

A. We were taken back to Kodiak.

Q. And once you were back on land at Kodiak, can you tell us
what happened immediately following?

A. Yeah. They had an ambulance waiting for us at the landing

pad or whatever. And ambulance took us to the Kodiak hospital. 1
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don*t know the official name of i1t, but Providence Kodiak, and
went there for our hypothermia. They treated us there for 8 hours
maybe.

Q. At that point, had you had contact with anybody from the
hospital?

A. From the --

Q.- Family or any --

A. Yeah. 1 called -- well, because at the time 1 figured the
EPIRB popped, so I figured that you guys were -- would have called
my family by then, and so | was worried about them the whole time

-- they"re probably so worried and this and that. So I was

like —- that was like my number one thing I wanted to do right
after 1 got out of the ambulance. 1 wanted to call my family, let
them know that | was okay. And so that"s what 1 did. 1 did once

I got out of the hospital. Yeah.

Q. Had you had any contact with the Coast Guard after you got to
the hospital?

A. Yeah, later on at -- they came and took a statement from us
couple hours later.

Q.- And where were you when that statement was taken?

A. We were at the captain®s sister®s house, Geri (ph.). Cobban

is probably like her maiden name, but --

Q- Okay .
A. -- 1"m not sure what it was.
Q.- And at any point were you asked to do drug and alcohol
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testing once you arrived in Kodiak?

A. Yeah. We did a test at Geri"s house.
Q. At Geri"s house?
A. Yeah.

Q- Okay. All right, thank you. I1"ve got a couple of items for
clarification quick before I turn it over to NTSB. So 1"m going

to put through here real quick.

CDR _ - if you can turn to Exhibit 4, page 9.

Perfect.

BY CDR _
Q. So i1In that second row there, that middle picture, does that
picture look familiar to you, the one that"s -- was highlighted
there?
A. No.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: He"s highlighting 1t again.
MR. GRIBBLE: Yeah. No. I mean, no. It doesn"t look
familiar. Did they have -- was the EPIRB on the port side? 1 was

never -- never made --

Q. Aware of that?

A. Aware of that.

Q- Okay .

A And why didn®"t that one fire? That would have been good to
know

Q.- And so right under that picture, does that cabinet look
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familiar?

A. Yeah. That"s the one | grabbed all of the suits and stuff
out of.

Q. Okay. Excellent. Thank you.

A Actually, 1 think there®s one -- maybe it"s that one. |
thought there was another one maybe over past the deck, another
cabinet with the --

Q. With some more in i1t?

A. With some more suits. This was a cabinet that David was kind
of sitting by. He was on the other side, you know, the side of
the cabinet. 1 was trying to get him to get into the cabinet and
get that stuff, that box of flares and stuff, and take that with
us. I was just looking for anything to take with us.

Usually I make like a backpack or something, and 1 keep
flashlight, you know, just anything that, when the boat sinks,
I"1l just grab that. But I just got to the boat, so I didn"t have
time to do all that. AIll my bags, I didn"t even unpack any of my
bags and stuff. We were just working constantly the whole time we
were there until we got going.

Q.- All right. Thank you. With that picture of that, that
second picture there, the one iIn the middle, so just to clarify,
that 1s not a piece of equipment that was covered during the
safety review?

A. No. |If i1t was, I would have brought it, but -- why didn"t

that one fire? Did they -- that wasn"t the one that Gary was
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showing for the demonstration. It was the one on the starboard

side.

0. Okay.

A. If I knew that, I would have brought that with me.

B I'm trying to —-

A. Everything was all iced up, and just I didn't -- maybe that's

why I didn't see it. And we had lines and buoys and everything
tied up all along there.

Q. I don't have a clear shot of —-

A. I mean, yeah, I didn't -- there was lines and stuff. I mean,

did we see that in the video —--

() SO ——
A. -— the ROV?
0. Yeah.

CDR _ So, - if you'd turn to Exhibit 8, -

page 11. Or actually, I'm sorry, - Exhibit 14, page 16 and

17. Yeah, that's perfect, - stop.

Q. So that is port side.

A. Well, you can see there's a buoy tied up right there. Maybe

that buoy -- because the buoys weren't on the outside. They were
on the inside of the rail. You know what I mean?

Q. Right.

A. So maybe the buoy was covering it up, and I couldn't see it.

Because I was up. I was trying to get these buoys free, and there
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was some line that we had just thrown up here that | wanted to --

I was looking for anything to just throw in the water, bring just

debris, see what will float. So I knew we were going iIn, and I™m

kind of pissed now that 1 see this -- and why the fuck didn"t that
not fire either?

Q. And that is -- we have not located that. Just for

clarification, that beacon, whatever was in that, we have not

was not located. So --

A Did they -- was it registered?

Q- It was a registered EPIRB to the vessel.
A. So there"s two, two registered? Oh, so maybe this was a old
one or --

Q.- And we -- and that"s why I"m just trying to get clarification
with you from what you saw and what you knew from your time there

on the boat --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- as to what we"ve seen so far.

A. Yeah, okay. Maybe that®"s why there"s -- buoy is there and it
was covered up. Because that would never fly if that was a live

EPIRB. You know what | mean?

Q- Okay .

CDR _ And then, - on page -- of Exhibit 14,
page 11.

BY CDR _
Q. Does that stateroom look familiar?
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A. Yeah. That"s my stateroom.
Q. That"s the stateroom?
A. Yeah. 1 can tell because the bunk®s little higher and

stupider than normal bunk. Like a coffin.
Q- Okay .

CDR _ And then, - if you could turn to page 18

of the Exhibit 14.

Q- So, as part of the exhibits, we have a couple photos that

were provided by you.

A Yeah.
Q.- And so that -- there"s three photos in a series here that
we"ve kind of -- well, I™m just kind of -- see if you can tell us

where that photo is located.

A This 1s going up to the bow. So he"s dropping down to be
able to go Into the forepeak area, because we had the pots on the
bow too.

Q.- Okay. Is there --

A. There®s a little hole in between the pots on the bow and the
stack, slide down to get to the -- to where all the bait and the
forepeak 1is.

Q- Okay. Is that pretty standard configuration from your
experience?

A. Yeah, yeah. | mean, depending on the boat, I mean, yeah.

Q.- And can you identify who is in --
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A. That"s John.

Q.- Okay . And so same with the next picture?

A. Yeah. 1 was just taking some pictures just before we left.
I think 1 posted them right as we left Kodiak. You might -- if
you zoom up on the pots, too, you can see all the ties and
everything. | mean, I walked around and checked everything.
Everything looked tight.

And Brock and those guys, they®re good deckhands. So
everything was tight. And they had the chain on every row, which
I thought it was kind of a lot, but when the boat was on i1ts side,
the pots, they were still In a stack. They didn"t move when we
were on our side. 1 think they started flying off when the boat
started bouncing around.

Q.- So from this second picture on page 19, can you -- looking at
that picture, can you basically give us a description of where you
saw the i1ce building up while you were up on watch?

A We can"t really see 1t, but just the mast and starboard of
the mast, and probably back to about the pot that John"s front
foot is on. The ice was probably starting to go back to that.

Q.- Okay. In tarping arrangement -- or, I"m sorry, in the

stacking arrangement, did you guys use a tarp at all --

A. No.

Q -- for any of these?
A. No.

Q No? Okay.
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A. It turns Into a big sail when you“re trying to get it off. 1
think 1t"s dangerous.

Q. I know. 1 just wanted to clarify whether or not one was used
or not.

CDR Excellent. So 1 really appreciate that

clarification, Dean. 1t certainly helps us. We"re going to --
what we will do is we"ll try and find a photo of the starboard
side so we could see if you can identify to us where you thought
the starboard side --

MR. GRIBBLE: Okay.

CDR Based on the safety meeting.
MR. GRIBBLE: Yeah.
CDR So 1 would propose -- 1 have completed my
initial round of gquestioning.

MR. GRIBBLE: Okay.

CDR And so what I would propose that we take --
five minutes good for you?

MR. GRIBBLE: Sure.

CDR And then we"ll turn it over to the NTSB for

their first round of questioning.
MR. GRIBBLE: Sure.

CDR Okay. So we"re going to -- 1t is now 11:01.

We" 1l take five minutes and reconvene at 11:06.
(Off the record at 11:01 a.m.)

(On the record at 11:11 a.m.)
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CDR _ Back. It is now 11:11. We will reconvene.

And at this point, 1 -- as | said earlier, 1"ve completed my first
round of questioning and at this point would like to turn it over
to the National Transportation Safety Board, Mr. Bart Barnum, who
is the lead i1nvestigator for the NTSB.

Bart?

MR. BARNUM: Thank you very much, Commander _
Appreciate you inviting us to this hearing. Most importantly,
thank you, Mr. Gribble, for allowing us this interview, and really
giving us some great information. Secondly, please accept my
condolences for the tragic circumstances surrounding the sinking
of the Scandies Rose and the loss of your fellow fishermen.

MR. GRIBBLE: Thank you.

MR. BARNUM: My name s Bart Barnum. 1 am with the National
Transportation Safety Board. My colleague, Ms. Carrie Bell, is
also on the line today, and we"re conducting an independent safety
investigation into the sinking of the Scandies Rose. 1 do have
some prepared questions, many of which Commander - has
already touched on, so please forgive me if -- 1711 try not to
repeat them, but please forgive me iIf some of them sound similar
to what he asked. 1 just -- trying to get some clarification on
them.

MR. GRIBBLE: Yeah. 1t"s okay.

MR. BARNUM: And then 1 do have a couple follow-ups on some

questions that he had asked you.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

56

MR. GRIBBLE: Okay.

MR. BARNUM: And 1 do take notes during interviews, and I do
consult other notes, so please forgive me 1f I"m not looking
directly at you. 1It"s not that I"m not paying attention.

MR. GRIBBLE: That"s fine.

BY MR. BARNUM:

Q.- All right. You mentioned the Patricia Lee was, in the hull
design, a similar sister vessel to the Scandies Rose. What
fisheries was the Patricia -- or iIs the Patricia Lee active iIn?
A. It"s a crab boat, crab fishing boat. It fishes brown crab
out west, Alaska, and then i1t fishes opilio In Alaska.

Q.- Okay. Does it also fish pot cod?

A. Not anymore, no.

Q.- Your time on the vessel, what was -- what position did you
occupy?

A On what vessel?

Q The Patricia Lee.

A Oh, deckhand.

Q.- Deckhand. And what were you fishing for while onboard?

A. Opilio snow crab.

Q How recent was that?

A I don"t know. That was kind of -- 2014, 1 think 1t was.

Q You stated previous that the -- one of the major differences
between the two vessels, the Patricia Lee and the Scandies Rose,

was the accommodation spaces on the two vessels. 1 believe one
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had three decks. Scandies had three, and the Patricia had two and

a half.
A. Yeah.
Q- Was there any other differences between the two vessels that

you can remember?

A. No, 1 mean, that was really the -- that was really it. Just
the house was the only thing that was different. 1 mean,
everything else -- | mean, we had pots onboard, so you couldn®t

see a whole lot of boat, but yeah, for the most part, everything

was somewhat the same.

Q. Could you describe to me the tank arrangement on the Scandies
Rose?
A. I can"t. That would be speculation. 1 wasn"t there when

they loaded the pots.
Q- Okay .
A. I don"t -- 1s that the tank arrangement?
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yeah.
BY MR. BARNUM:
Q.- Were you familiar -- are you familiar with the physical
layout of the tanks, where they"re situated on the vessel? Not
just -- I understand that you may not know the status of --
A. Usually --
Q. -— tanks.
A. I think there"s just -- there was three tanks, and they were

one in front of the other.
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Q.- Okay. All right. How about the fuel tanks? Do you know
where they were arranged?
A. On the sides of the boat, and the -- I don"t know. AIll the

different field tanks around the boat, they"re all kind of all

over the place, 1 think, in the stern, in the side of the boat. I
mean, and, again, 1"m speculating. 1 don"t know exactly.
Q.- How about the Patricia Lee? Are you familiar with the tank

layouts on that vessel?

A It"s been a long time, a lot of boats. Not -- you know, all
boats are kind of the same. There"s couple of fuel tanks on the
side, and a couple fuel tanks In the back, and a couple fuel tanks
up forward. It just depends on the -- how they want the ride of
the boat to be or the trim.

Q.- Could you describe to me how it is determined the volume of

water 1n a crab tank, fish tank?

A. Math?
Q. No. I"m sorry. Let me rephrase that question. How do you
-- how do they -- how do you know if the vessel -- the tank is

full or pressed or of 1t"s slack or if iIt"s empty?

A. Well, usually you keep -- when you have a full tank, you
usually keep i1t pressed so you keep water flowing out of it. And
then once you have it empty, you usually keep suction on i1t so
you"re always sucking on it, keeping i1t dry.

Q.- Okay. And what pump is used to take suction?

A. When i1t gets slack, you feel 1t. It kind of gets -- you
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know, the boat rolls, and it gets extra kick. It doesn*t feel
normal.
Q. Okay. Is there any other way to tell iIf you have a slack

tank other than feel?

A. No. There"s tank alarms, but that"s only if the water starts
coming up In the dry tanks that are supposed to be dry. IFf

it's —- like, say iIf it"s one of the tanks that was full, and it
started losing water, you wouldn®t know.

Q- Okay .

A. Until 1t got down to the tank alarm, which is on the bottom.
Q. Okay. So --

A. Because mainly those alarms are just for when it"s filling.
There®s nothing to tell when it"s losing water.

Q.- Okay. These tank alarms, you said they“re at the bottom of
the tank?

A Yeah. Usually they"re at the bottom. Sometimes they have a
cage around them. 1It"s just like a -- 1t"s like a ball that just
goes up, you know, when the water fills, and it"s like a ballast
ball floats, and then that triggers the alarm.

Q.- Okay. In your experience, do you ever test these alarms?

A. Yeah, all the time.

Q- Okay. Did you test the ones on the Scandies Rose?

A. No. Well, I didn"t because I wasn"t there when the pots were
loaded. So the tanks were unaccessible to me when I got on the

boat because the pots were there. We did test the bilge alarm in
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the engine room, and that fired.

Q.- Right. Yeah. You had mentioned that the bilge alarm and the

bilge float in the engine room. Was that the only one in the
engine -- was there just the one iIn the engine room?

A Far as I know, they were working on one, and that"s the one
that we tested.

Q.- Okay. Were you -- did anybody tell you there was more that
just might not have been tested?

A In the engine room?

Q. Yes, sSir.

A No. Usually you only have one, I think, on the boats that

I"ve been on.

Q.- And where was that one located in the engine room?

A. I wasn®"t -- that wasn®"t my department.

Q- Okay .

A. I wasn®"t down there firing 1t. It was Art was down there

triggering it. He was the engineer.

Q.- Were you aware of the -- of any voids on the skin of the
vessel?

A. Yeah. On the Patricia Lee, they have voids, two on each
side. There"s like a lock -- but yeah, sort of same.

Q- Okay. Did you go on these voids? Were they checked before
departure? Did you see them?
A. No. Not on the Scandies. 1 never went downstairs to check

any of that. But usually there®s doors you like, you know, you
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shut and watertight doors you shut to the void. So if the water
does come in, you can"t get all the way back. 1 don"t know if
those were shut or open.

Q. Okay. That answered my next question. Thank you. You had
mentioned you arrived. The boat was busy getting ready to set
sail.

A. Yeah.

Q.- Did they do anything differently than you were accustomed to
on other vessels?

A. Well, we left into a hurricane. No. | mean, everything was
pretty much standard. They were just loading pots, loading food,
making sure the boat®s tight. And yeah, we just shouldn®t have
left in the storm. That was just a bad call.

Q.- Okay. That leads me into the next question I had for you is
you had mentioned before to Commander - that you had --
and the crew had voiced concerns about the coming weather. Did
you have a conversation with Gary in particular about the weather
or was it a different member of the crew?

A. We were all kind of just talking about it. Like, oh, great,
it"s going to be -- this is going to be fun, you know, and just
like, you know, everybody was kind of apprehensive to go into it.
I mean, but -- and then again, that boat should have been a tank
and should have been able to withstand that weather. 1"ve been iIn
worse weather, and 1 mean, it was pretty bad, but it should have

been able to make it.
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Q.- You had mentioned earlier that you wish you would have
waited. Was there -- did anybody suggest waiting or was that even
-—- was that -- did anybody suggest that?

A I think I might have even said, like because 1 had the Windy
app, and like I think I was just like, they can"t wait like 12
hours or a little bit? But that wasn®t really my call, because I
just got to the boat. 1 was just kind of expressing my concern
and like hoping maybe they"d jump on that maybe. Because the cod
fishery started January 1lst, and that®"s what we were going to
fish. And this year was supposed to be the last IFQ -- or, I™m
sorry, excuse me, the last derby season.

And so i1t was really important for us to get there. And we
were already going to be a day or two late, so it was really
important for us to get to the grounds. 1 mean, that"s -- Gary
expressed that concern a lot and said that that was coming from
down south, that they wanted us to get out of town. 1 mean,
that"s why they wanted me to fly up the 28th when they first
called me.

Q.- Okay. You said it was coming from down south. What do you

mean by that?

A. The office down south, the owners.
Q. Owners of the Scandies Rose?
A. Yes.

Q.- Okay. Let me see. You said that you all have the Windy app

on your phone. 1 understand that®"s a weather application.
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A. Yes.
Q.- Does Gary also have access to that app?
A Yeah, because we were all talking about 1t. 1 don"t know if

you"re familiar with 1t, but the darker that i1t shows 1t"s the
worse that it"s going to be, and 1t was like maroon or dark
purple.

Q.- Okay. 1Is that -- 1 am somewhat familiar with it. 1 don"t
use i1t too much, but since this accident, 1°ve looked into it
some. My understanding iIs there iIs -- you can access different
layers on 1t. You can set the app up to your personal use, how
you like 1t. Would you do that or just use the standard model?
How would you have yours set up?

A. Standard model.

Q.- Okay. Would your app give you weather alerts?
A I didn"t have i1t set up like that. 1 just had i1t so I can
look at 1t.

Q. Did Captain Cobban, Gary, did he mention iIf there was any
other weather sources that he referenced other than the Windy?
A. No. He didn"t reference anything else. Just, I don"t know
iT he got the NOAA report or anything like that. He just
referenced the Windy app. Because we all talked -- we were all
kind of joking about how shitty it was going to be.

Q. Did he ever -- did Gary ever talk about any layers that he
had set up differently than yours on his Windy app?

A. No. We didn"t really go into any of that.
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Q.- And how would he reference the weather on the Windy app?
Was it on a cell phone or did he have it set up on the bridge?
A. I don"t know. I didn"t physically see him check i1t out. 1™m
sure 1t was probably on his cell phone or could have been on the
computer at the boat. Probably on the cell phone 1 imagine.
Again, that"s speculating.
Q.- Okay. How about underway? How are you referencing weather
when you®re away from the dock? 1 remember you said that you
didn"t have Internet access.
A. I didn"t have Internet access. |I"m not sure if the boat had
it, and 1 just didn"t have the password to 1t just because | was
-— | was just kind of fresh, new to the boat. So | didn"t have
all the -- some boats have satellite communications. And when 1
got on watch, 1 couldn®t figure out the cell phone. And it didn"t
show -- on my cell phone, i1t didn"t show that I had a signal, you
know, like the boat was giving a signal. So I don"t think that
they have Internet maybe. 1 really don"t know. 1 don®"t know.
But 1 know 1 wasn"t able to use it.
Q.- Okay. Understood. Thank you.

MR. BARNUM: While we"re on the topic, Lieutenant Commander
_ I don"t know if you could bring up the Exhibit 26.

BY MR. BARNUM:
Q. Mr. Gribble, this iIs just a snapshot that we have of the
Windy app, Windy.com. Is this what you were referencing?

A. Yeah.
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Q.- Same thing? Okay.
A. Yeah. The weather looks actually pretty good there.
Q. Okay. So when you look at this screen, what exactly are you
looking at? You said colors?
A. Yeah, the different variations of the color. The darker the
color, the higher the pressure is -- or I mean the lower the
pressure is, so the worse the weather is going to be.
Q.- Okay. Thank you. Is there anything else in particular that
you"re referencing here or you"re --
A. The wind and just the -- what way the wind is traveling, and
so, you know, what way the wind Is going, and you can kind of see
what your ride is going to be like. You going to be in the trough
or what.
Q.- Okay .

MR. BARNUM: Could you please bring up Exhibit 27?

BY MR. BARNUM:
Q- This was just the -- a different screen shot that we have
from the National Weather Service.
A. Okay .
Q.- Are you familiar with this forecast or this screen? Have you
looked at this before?
A. No. 1 haven"t seen this one.
Q- Okay .

MR. BARNUM: All set with those things. Thanks, Commander
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All right, sorry. 1 was just going through these questions
here.

BY MR. BARNUM:

Q- All right. So 1 believe you mentioned while you were
underway navigating you didn"t have access to your phone, Internet
for the Windy app. While you were on your wheel watch, was there
-— were you receiving any forecasts or how were you gauging the
weather just outside?

A It was from eyesight, and we have a barometer. It was low,
and 1t was going to get shittier.

Q. All right. When you would be relieved by Captain Cobban,
would he be -- did you see him referencing any type of weather,
weather report?

A. Talk -- me and Gary talked. 1 told him the weather had came
up quite a bit during my watch, and it kind of was changing
direction. At first i1t was kind of like square right on our bow,
and during my watch, 1t kind of changed to like a quarterly. So
mainly the spray that we were getting was going onto the starboard
side, and we were bucking Into it pretty good.

I even asked Gary if we should slow down to -- so we wouldn™t
be bucking Into it so hard to not make as much ice, and he didn"t
seem to think that -- he said we have to -- we"re already late.

We need to go. So and then I also asked him i1f we wanted to
change course, because the course was kind of -- it wasn"t a good

sleeping course, and it was shitty. And I just -- 1 didn"t want
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him to make ice because 1"m the one that has to go beat it off.
And yeah, he didn"t really seem too concerned about it and, you
know.

Q. Okay. But to clarify, you would -- you didn"t see him
looking at any weather reports or faxes or --

A. No, not after we departed.

Q.- Okay. All right. Thank you. Are you familiar with these

vessels®™ stability booklets?

A Somewhat.

Q- What can you tell me about those?

A. What do you mean? Just --

Q.- The stability booklet for these vessels, do you know what®s

contained in them?

A. Yeah, just like how many pots you can have onboard during
different conditions, like icing conditions versus non-icing
conditions. That and just how to load the boat, and what tanks
you can have down 1If you have X amount of fuel or X amount of
tanks down -- crab onboard, that the stability kind of changes
with what you®"re doing and how much stuff you got onboard, whether
it be fuel, water, bait or whatever it is to get you the
stability.

Q. Okay. Have you received any formal training on stability or
the stability booklet?

A. (No audible response.)

Q.- No? You sound somewhat familiar with it. Did you happen to
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see the Scandies Rose, their stability booklet?

A. I did not, no, I didn"t. |1 didn"t really have time. Like I
said, 1t was kind of a -- 1t was a real whirlwind when 1 got
there. I mean, 1 got there on a day"s notice, and we worked the

entire time I was in town. Barely any sleep once we got out. |
was just beat. | just wanted to go to bed. It wasn™t
(indiscernible).

Q.- Okay. Did the topic ever come up?

A It did. When Gary relieved me, me and him were just kind of
shooting the shit. 1 told him that 1 thought we had a list
starting, and I just asked him if he could feel it as well, as it
wasn®"t much at the time, maybe a couple degree or two, couple
degrees. And 1 just asked him if he could feel i1t, and he said,
yeah, he can. And then he called down to Art, probably to tell
him that, to transfer fuel.

And 1 was on the other side of the console, and just talking
to him about how long he®"s been fishing. And then 1 asked him how
many pots we had onboard just because 1 wasn®t there to load them.
And he said 198. So I was like okay. And then 1 just, you know,
I shot the shit for a minute and just talked about -- 1 asked him
if he wanted me to get the guys up to go break the ice off on the
bow that had started -- kind of started building up.

And I just mainly -- I don®"t know. 1 was just trying to be
the go-getter and go get everybody up and -- but he was just,

like, no, let"s just let them sleep. We"ll get it off when we get
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to False Pass and in safer waters. So when 1 felt the boat go on
its side, that was my First instinct was that he was going to turn
around and run with the sea to make It easier and safer for us to
go out and beat the 1ice.

Q- Okay. But did he ever reference his stability booklet? Did

he say to you --

A. No.
Q. -- we have one?
A Well, actually -- well, he -- because when 1 asked him how

many pots, he said, we have 198. And then 1 asked him, how many
can we have? And he said we can have 210. So I was like -- so at
that time, 1 was like, okay, well, we"re under weight.

Q.- Okay. One last question on the stability booklet. Have you
reviewed other vessels®™ stability booklets, possibly the Patricia
Lee?

A. Yeah.

Q- Yeah. Okay.

A. I mean, and 1 would have if -- you know, having more time, |
would have had time to do that. 1 just didn"t have time.

Q.- All right. We were speaking of the EPIRB earlier quite a
bit. Obviously, iInterested iIn that. You had mentioned that you
had tested -- or Gary had tested it prior to the safety briefing.
A. He didn"t mean to test i1t, | don"t think. He pulled the
EPIRB out of the starboard -- the EPIRB that we had on the

starboard side because he was going through the drills showing
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everybody where are the EPIRBs at. And then he grabbed it, and he
was just -- he was showing Seth, because he was kind of new, the
EPIRB. And when he was done, he thought he flipped i1t upright, so
he thought he triggered it. And then he started kind of like
hitting buttons or like, I don®"t know if he accidentally maybe
turned it off, and he just didn*"t know because they"re kind of
confusing a little bit, some of them.

Q.- Are you aware, is there a particular test procedure to test
these? Are you aware of any?

A. Yeah. | think there"s a test button on the EPIRB itself.

You can hit 1t, and 1 think the Coast Guard calls back, 1 think.

I don"t know. 1I°m pretty sure there is.

Q.- Had you been onboard for a Coast Guard inspection for another
vessel where they had tested their EPIRB?

A Yeah, I"m sure I have. Yeah, I"m sure I have at some point
in my 20 years of fishing.

Q. All right. I just, I1"m going to ask you a couple of
questions on one of the pictures from Exhibit 14, please, page 10.
All right, Mr. Gribble, this was a picture taken in 2019, 1
believe, in the summer. Can you identify this particular area of
the vessel?

A Yeah. That"s right behind the wheelhouse, and 1 do see they
do have a track phone system. So it looks like they do have a
satellite. Maybe 1 wasn"t given the code or whatever.

Q.- Okay .
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A. That makes me mad too.
Q.- Okay. This particular side in this picture, could you show

me where the EPIRB would have been mounted or was mounted?

A I think it was right, right on the other side of that buoy
that says number -- the number one buoy. I1t"s upside down. Or
maybe 1t"s 1. It looked like one the outside of the rail there.

Q.- Okay. And when Captain Cobban tested -- or showed it to Seth
and the group of you before the voyage, did you see him take it
out of the container or out of the shell that it was housed In?
A. We were just in the wheelhouse talk -- doing our talking and
that because it was, you know, it was cold outside. So he took it
out of the cradle and just brought it inside to show everybody,
and to show Seth, and then he accidentally thought he triggered
it.
Q. Okay. So you said the safety meeting was inside. He brought
It inside. He took it out of the cradle. Was there also a shroud
over i1t or a protective cover on i1t, did you notice?
A. Yeah. Yeah, there was.
Q.- I don"t know if you remember earlier the picture that was
shown. Commander - can probably bring it back up. But
did it look similar to that? 1 think 1t was --

MR. BARNUM: Thank you, -

BY MR. BARNUM:

Did i1t look similar to this bracket here?

A. Yeah. It looks like that bracket, but with the cover.
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Q.- Sure. Okay. Was there any talk from the captain or crew
about what would be done if there was an emergency with the EPIRB?
A IT there was an emergency, what we would do In case? Yeah,
we"d grab the EPIRB. That"s my -- always my first thing. |If
there®s something happening with the boat, 1"m going to go grab
that EPIRB soon as I can. 1 just -- and I was talking to John,
trying to figure out how we could get down to that side, and then

now 1 see that there"s one on the port side. That really pisses

me off.
And then the fact that they didn*"t fire. |1 mean, 1 get iIt.
I"m not mad at Gary. Things happen, and he made a -- maybe he

made a mistake, and it happens. But I wish I would have known
there was one on the port side, and there -- and that -- there
should be one on each side just iIn case of that scenario, you can
get either one.

Q. Okay. Was there any talk from Gary about grabbing the EPIRB
and taking i1t with him?

A. Yeah. He said follow him because he®s going to have the
EPIRB.

Q.- Okay. To clarify, did you see him with the EPIRB the night
the vessel sank?

A. No. No. He didn"t -- the -- | never heard the starboard
door open or close. Because they could have -- 1f they would have
just got their suits on right away, and they could have went out

the -- 1 mean, I"ve thought about this millions of times. | go
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over in my head probably every day, a few times a day, like how,
what, and what 1 could have did differently or what they could
have did differently. And it"s just, you know, they just
didn"t -- I don"t think that they wanted to go out into the
weather, and that"s understandable, because 1t was pretty scary.
It"s dark, nighttime, 30-foot seas, and it"s icing. It"s not fun.
Q.- I want to ask you briefly on the survival suits. 1 think
Commander - covered most of this, but you had mentioned
that Mr. Lawler was able to get a survival suit, and you were
pulling them out for your crew mates, and that everyone had one,
correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Does that include --

A. I took the last one that was in the cabinet that I was
grabbing them from. |1 passed one to everybody, and 1 took the
last one.

Q- Okay. So presumably there were seven. All seven crewmembers

were on the bridge?

A. Well, John was already outside getting his suit on at this
time, which thank God he was. And then, yeah, and then the other
guys were. So six of us up there. So yeah, i1t was kind of tight
space, so everybody®s kind of looking to where they can get their
suit on. Last time | saw those guys, they were down by the chart
table standing up putting their suits on, standing position.

Q.- 11l request to bring up another exhibit here, and you just
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show me exactly where everyone was.

MR. BARNUM: Commander _ can you bring up the
Exhibit 14 again, page -- yes, 9? 14. That"s fine, page 14.

MR. GRIBBLE: David was on the port side right over there by
the door, behind that chair, so that was preventing him from
sliding down to the starboard side. And then after I jumped iInto
the bench, Brock slid down to this chair. So all those guys were
down by the chart table trying to get their suits on and their --
trying to -- I don"t know, get to -- help Gary and see what Gary
wanted them to do, and they were kind of looking to him for
guidance and --

BY MR. BARNUM:

Q.- Okay. So you enter the bridge through this open door over on
the left of the photo here, correct?

A. What"s that?

Q. You enter the bridge on this open door here to the left of
the photo?

A. Yes.

Q. Is that correct?

A. Yeah.

Q- Okay. And then where were the survival suits located on the
bridge?

A. I believe right to the left of that door, right on the floor

there, there®"s a little cabinet.

Q.- Okay. And you mentioned while you were putting your suit on,
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you had to lean up against a chair or you were breaking the chair
handrail. What did you say?
A I jumped into the bench on the port side, and I used the
armrest as a foothold.
Q. Okay. Understood. Thank you.

MR. BARNUM: Can we go to page 13 of the same exhibit?

BY MR. BARNUM:
Q.- All right, Dean, could you describe where is this photo
taken? This was on the Scandies. Where?
A. This the captain®s chair.
Q. Okay. Captain®s chair. So this is where presumably you
would stand your wheel watch?
A. Yeah, around there, um-hum.
Q.- Okay. Could you describe some of the equipment that 1™m
looking at here? What are you -- VHF radio, the track, the tag
phone. Could you show me?
A. Tag phone, your VHS, your --
Q.- Unfortunately, you don"t have a pointer, so 1 don"t know
which one you"re referring to. But which one is the tag phone?
A. The tag phone is -- you can"t see the tag phone. It"s out of
-— 1t"s right to the -- 1 believe 1t was right to the left of the
chair, like lower. So probably right under that gray thing right
on the far left.
Q.- Okay .

A. I think it was right -- i1t was placed right there, 1 think, 1
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believe.
Q.- And did you use that tag phone while you were on --
A. No. I wanted to. |1 didn"t have the code for it.

Q- Okay. All right. What else i1s iIn this photo? Where is the
VHF radio?
A. That"s right up at about 11 o"clock.
Q.- Okay .
A. And the -- about 1 o“clock, maybe 2, yeah.
Q. There®s no pots onboard In this photo. Let"s try to imagine
that there was the same number of pots that were onboard New
Year®"s Eve. What could you see out this -- these two forward
windows here in this photo?

The pots were right up to the bottom of the windows.

Okay .

A
Q
A. So you could see a lot of pots.
Q
A

All right.
And in -- up to the bow. Once all the windows started icing
over, we only had the -- those two windows right there are the

only ones that have the heat film on them, so those were the only

two windows you could really see out of.

Q. Where would your observation of the icing be from? Just your
seat here or was there somewhere else where you could observe the

accumulation of ice on the vessel?

A. No, just right here. Because it was mainly on the starboard

side, because we were -- the way the waves were hitting us, it was
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just the spray, all the spray was just coming to the starboard
side and not really anything else.

Q. Okay. Were you aware of anybody going out on deck to check
the accumulation of i1ce?

A. No.

Q.- Was there talk with anybody, the captain or anybody, about

doing that?

A. No. Well, like I said, when Gary relieved me, and 1 talked
to him, I asked him 1If he wanted us to -- wanted me to get the
guys up and go smack the ice that had built up off. I mean, it

didn"t look like a lot at the time, but I mean, 1t was enough to
say 1T he wanted me to go smack it off. So I mean, there was a
little bit. And then it just, It -- the ice began to grow a lot
more on my watch. My first watch, there wasn"t really any ice.
And then, by my second watch, there was a little bit. And then,
by the end i1t just kept going, you know, couple inches.

Q- A couple more questions on this photo here before we switch
it up. Can you see the general alarm bell on this photo?

A. No.

Q.- And then you had mentioned that Gary had pulled the vessel
into neutral or when -- right before you abandoned. Where would
he have done that from? Where? Which lever here?

A Right there almost in the middle. You see -- yeah, right
there.

MR. BARNUM: Could we see exhibit -- same exhibit, page 16,
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please.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I didn®"t mean to cut you off, but as
an administrative matter, Mr. - is highlighting on the
exhibit that you®"re looking at, can you just acknowledge him when
he highlights something that you®ve described as here, say, yes,
that"s exactly --

MR. GRIBBLE: Sure.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Cool. Thank you.

BY MR. BARNUM:

Q. All right, Mr. Gribble, this is a photo of one of the ROV
surveys of the vessel. Could you describe to me when you left the
wheelhouse where you and Mr. Lawler went after you exited? Just
showing me on this photo.

A. We were just kind -- 1 was kind of standing on the wall there
by the door kind of.

Q. Did you go down the ladder well?

A. No. John -- no. 1 was up top at first because the door was
open, and I was just, 1 was kind of leaned up against the wall or
standing on the wall kind of, and David was there sitting there.
And John came up, | zipped him up, and then he went back down the
stairs because the door -- towards the bottom of the picture,
that"s where the life ring would have been. But we were just
mainly standing there until the water started coming up around the
back of the house, and then we got onto the side of the house,

walked on the side of the house.
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MR. BARNUM: Could you please go to page 9? That might be a
little clearer. Sorry. That"s this page.

BY MR. BARNUM:
Q. Okay. So the life ring was down the ladder well? It wasn"t
this life ring over on the right of the photo, correct?
A. No, no, no. It was on -- it was -- we couldn®"t -- there was
no way we could get -- I mean, | wanted so bad to try to get to
that side, because that"s where 1 thought 1 knew the EPIRB was.
So 1"m talking to John. John"s talking to -- don"t do i1t because
it would -- you would have fell 20 feet or 15 feet or whatever it
was. And we just -- there was no line to suspend. There was just
-— and It was just a -- everything went wrong that could have went
wrong. The ice was -- there wasn"t -- there should have been a

hammer back there to break the ice off or --

Q. Mr. Gribble, do you see this open hatch on this stack here
in —-

A. Yeah.

Q.- -— the middle of this photo?

A. Yeah.

Q.- Can you explain to me or do you know where that space leads
or --

A. I don"t know for sure. Probably down to the engine room

eventually.
Q.- Okay. 1 notice that the hatch is off in this photo, and it"s

also off on the ROV photo. Do you know why that hatch is removed?
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A. Actually, 1 think they stored lines in there. That"s where
the stack comes up. There is a space on the aft of it where
there®s a spot that they put their line. That"s right.

Q- Okay. All right.

MR. BARNUM: 1"m all set with those exhibits for now. Thank

you .
BY MR. BARNUM:

Q.- So a couple of questions on the voyage route, Dean.

A. Yeah.

Q. You departed Kodiak, and you mentioned False Pass, trying to

get to False Pass. Were you going to transit through False Pass

or was he just particularly going -- were you going there to seek
shelter?
A. No. We were going to transit through False Pass on the

Bering Sea to get to the cod grounds.

Q- Okay. Thank you for that clarification. 1 know I"m jumping

around here a little bit, but I"m trying to work through here kind
of watch rotations. You had mentioned that there obviously was a

standard watch. Was that written down anywhere for guidance or

was it just verbally?

A. Yeah.

Q. It was?

A. It was written down.

Q.- So is there accompanying some standing orders or direction of

what Gary expected?
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A. Yeah. 1 think they did have a thing taped down of standing

orders. Just like don"t fall asleep, and don"t hit other boats.

Just standard kind of -- and then the list of the names.
Q- Were you given any direction on when to call the captain?
A. Yeah, because there was the times written down.

Q.- Okay. Other than to wake him up for watch, was there any --
A. At 7, and 1 just took it a little longer and got him up at
7:15.

Q- Was there any other direction from him or when to call him
not just to wake him up, but iIf there was an emergency or --

A. Oh, yeah, yeah. If there Is anything out of the ordinary to
get him up. That"s usually the standard on any boat. So there®s

any questions, just wake somebody else up. Just --

Q.- Okay .
A Better safe than sorry.
Q. Was that just known or was that actually written down for

your reference?

A. I*m sure i1t was written down.

Q.- Okay .

A. I think he even said that too. 1 mean, most captains do.

Q. All right. So whenever Gary was relieving you or when maybe

you were on the bridge, did you ever hear him talking on the tag

phone?
A. Yeah, a little bit, but not -- 1 wasn"t like eavesdropping on
him, so 1 didn"t really know -- talking to. | assume, actually,
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he was talking to Dan one of the times. But yeah, I don"t know.
He was talking to his girlfriend, I think, maybe. 1 don"t know.
I wasn"t eavesdropping on him.

Q. Assume you“"re referring to Dan Mattsen?

A. Yeah. Actually, and I think he was talking to the Puget
Sounder, Oystein, Oystein on the Puget Sounder, I think he was
talking to too.

Q.- When did you hear him talking to Oystein?

A I didn™"t hear him talking.
Q- Oh.
A I just, 1 found that out after the fact, because 1 think the

Puget Sounder helped the Coast Guard call a May Day or helped us
call a May Day.

Q.- Okay. All right. So you mentioned that you had seen a lot
worse weather than the weather that night on the Scandies Rose.

Could you describe that weather?

A. It was horrible.

Q.- What was the worst weather you®"ve seen? Do you recall the --
A. Not much worse than that. 1 mean, doesn®t really get much
worse. It"s icing conditions. 1It"s gusting up to 50, 60 miles an
hour, and we"re In 30-foot seas, and we"re bucking Into 1t. It
was pretty bad. 1 mean, I"m used to i1t, | guess, from being

fishing for as long as | have, but yeah, it was shitty. Wasn"t
fun. I don"t know if you would be fishing in that weather. We

probably would have shut down like if we were fishing at the time.
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Q.- So was there -- you discussed about seeking shelter to chop
ice. Was there ever talk of soaking the pots?

A. What do you mean?

Q- Instead of going somewhere to chop the ice, was there talk of

seeking shelter and setting your pots, soaking the pots, get the

ice off?

A. No, no. They weren"t like complete ice cubes at this point.
It was just the web probably had a inch of -- It was just starting
to get encased, but not like thick. 1 don"t know 1If that makes
sense.

Q. Okay. Have you seen worse icing -- iced pots on other
vessels?

A. I have, yeah.

Q.- Okay. And what were the weather conditions then? Would you

consider them worse or --
A. Probably the same. The direction of the wind or waves

probably was different.

Q.- Okay .

A. I mean --

Q. What vessel was that on?

A. Patricia Lee that we iced up pretty bad one year, and god, 1

don®"t know, every other boat I"ve been on.
Q- All right. Just a couple follow-ups left. 1 know we"ve been
going here for a little while. You said you believe they took on

6,000 gallons of fuel before you departed Kodiak?
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A. Yeah. 1 thought that"s what it was. We had -- we slid over
to the fuel dock to take some water because we were low on water.
And then Gary said we"re going to take a little bit of fuel too.
I think at first we were going to take 3,000, and then Art wanted
to take another 3,000. So we took -- I thought i1t was around
6,000.

Q.- Okay. That reminded me. You said that you saw Art on the
night of the accident after you had been relieved from watch when
you went down?

A. Yeah. When I went downstairs, he was coming out of the
engine room, and we talked for a minute.

Q.- Okay. What did you talk about?

A. Just how shitty the ride was, what movies we were watching,
just kind of shooting shit.

Q. He didn*t tell you what he was doing down there?

A No. I assumed he was just transferring fuel like -- because
Gary called down and talked to him. So I"m sure that he was down
there doing that because it was only 10 minutes after that, that I
walked down there, and he was coming out.

Q. You didn"t talk about the list at all?

A. To Art?

Q. Yes.

A I might have mentioned like, oh, you feel -- because me and
Gary already -- at that point, me and Gary already concluded that

we had a list. So | didn"t really mention it to him, no.
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Q.- All right. Six, seven pallets of bait you said you loaded in
Kodiak.

A. Probably right around there.

Q- Do you know how much a pallet weights? 1°"m curious.
A I think they"re 2,000 pounds a pallet, 1 think, maybe.
Q.- Okay. Thank you. You had also mentioned that the vessel was

waiting for you to arrive before they left; is that accurate?

A. Yeah. Somebody had quit, and that®"s how I got the job. They
called me or I -- John called me the 28th to let me know somebody
had quit and that 1 should call Gary to get on it because he
wanted -- John wanted me to go with them. So I called Gary, and
Gary said, yeah, that would be great. And then he had Julia call
me or | called Julia, and she started making the arrangements for
me to get up there.

But yeah, they wanted me to fly that day, and I was like, I
just -——- I can"t fly today. 1I1°11 fly tomorrow. | was like, 1 was
trying to do the best 1 could for them to help them out, because I
knew that they were under a lot of pressure to get out of town.

So I -- 1t"s hard to leave on a day"s notice, but I did. My girl
wasn®"t too happy about it. You know what I*m saying?

MR. BARNUM: 1 can imagine. All right. Thank you,

Mr. Gribble. That"s all the questions I have for right now this
round. I1°m going to pass it off to Ms. Carrie Bell from NTSB. 1
believe she has a few questions for you as well. Thank you.

BY MS. BELL:
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Q.- Can you hear me?

A. Yeah.

Q- Okay. Thank you. Again, 1*d like to echo Mr. Barnum®s
appreciation for you participating today, so thank you for doing
that. 1t helps us understand more about what happened, and how we
might be able to prevent it again in the future. So thank you for
that.

A. That"s what 1"m here for.

Q. And I know we"ve been going for awhile, so 11l try to keep
it fairly short. So I was not involved In your previous
interview, but there are a couple of things | just wanted to
clarify from the initial interview that you had given to the Coast
Guard. I recall that there was a mention of delaying the cod
fishing season due to weather. Actually, that might have been
from another interview, but I wondered if you had recalled hearing
anything about that or any discussions you might have had
regarding any delay such as that?

A. No. The only delay that I knew of is the delay of us getting
there on time. We had a 3-, 4-day travel from Kodiak, and we left
the 30th, on my birthday, and we weren"t supposed to get there
till like the 3rd, 1 thought, 2nd or 3rd.

Q. Okay. And do you know why there was already a delay to start
with? You mentioned that earlier In your interview.

A. Somebody had quit.

Q.- And that was what the delay was, for them to get you up
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there?
A. Exactly, yeah.
Q. Understood.
A. Had some little leftover things to get done.
Q- Okay. And 1 want to ask you a little bit about your work
rest. You had put together a form with the work rest history, and
I just had a few questions about that.

MS. BELL: So, Commander _ would you mind bringing
up Exhibit 020 for me?

BY MS. BELL:
Q. I just want -- 1f you would be able to explain a little bit
more about the last 2 days, if you could walk us through that. 1
know that you put in here L for landed and P for when you were
traveling, I™m assuming. So if you don"t mind just kind of
walking us through like the 2 days prior up until the accident.
A. Okay. 1 landed. Okay. Then we worked, so -- yeah, till --
yeah, we worked till 2 in the morning, 3 in the morning, and then

we rested for a little bit. And then I slept till about 8, 9

o"clock. And then we started doing work till -- what"s the one?
Q.- I*m just trying to --
A. I"m sorry. 1 was -- 1"m just trying to see what the one I

put. Oh, left town, yeah. All right. Yeah, we left town there
at about, yeah, about 8:30. Then I went to sleep.
You mind if 1 use the restroom real quick? Sorry to --

MS. BELL: No, that"s fine. We"ve been going for awhile.
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MR. GRIBBLE: 1711 be back.

(Pause.)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Ms. Bell from NTSB.

MS. BELL: Thank you.

BY MS. BELL:
Q.- So just back to this exhibit for a minute. 1 just wanted to
ask, 1 don*t know if you can recall what the number one is about
2000 on the day prior to the accident. If you can"t, that"s okay.
I was just curious because i1t was a little confusing for me.
A. Yeah, no, the number one it says at the bottom left town.
You just can"t tell my chicken scratch.
Q.- Oh, okay. So you left town --
A. 8:30 on the 30th.
Q.- And you -- so you were in Anchorage, and then you left town
and went to Kodiak?
A. Yeah. 1 landed in Kodiak at like 3 o"clock, I guess it was.

Thought i1t was closer to 4, but --

Q. Three o"clock?
A. Yeah.

Q.- On which day?
A. On the 29th.
Q. Okay. So --
A. Kind of --

Q.

So just so | understand, you flew from Washington on 2 days

prior, which was the 29th, 28th?
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29th. They called me on the 28th. 1 flew on the 29th.
Okay. And then the next day, at 2000, you flew to Kodiak?
Yes.

A
Q
A
Q. Okay. And then you guys departed on -- at what time?
A At 2030 on the 30th.

Q

Okay. So is that right past the -- are we talking about

Q. The one.

A. I put on the additional comments, | put one. That means I
left town, because there wasn"t a letter for it.

Q.- Okay. All right. And just real quick. | see on the day of
the incident, you slept an hour, then you were awake, then you
slept. 1 mean, is that a typical schedule for you?

A Yeah, when we"re just running and not working, not hauling
gear, or 1T we"re just traveling -- just everybody just takes a
watch and then usually goes to -- goes back to watch a movie or
sleep and wait for your next watch.

Q.- Okay. So given all the discussion, 1 know we"ve talked a
little bit about fatigue earlier, and you®ve mentioned it in your
previous interview. Do you feel that the end of the derby-style
fishing is going to address some of these fatigue issues or plays
a part in any way?

A. Say that again.

Q.- So the derby-style fishing, would you say that, that plays a
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part in the fatigue issues, and that once they -- if they stop
doing that, that that"s not going to play into fatigue as much?

A. No, because once they made the -- or once they got rid of the
derby-style, and that was the thing was to make 1t safer, right?
Well, they didn"t make any rules to make i1t safer. We still fish
the same amount of hours. We still fish 20 hours a day, still go
out in storms. And we left in a hurricane.

So when they made that switch, they really ruined the
industry, and in the guise of making it safer, which isn"t really
safer. There"s less boats out there now looking for people. Back
in the day, you had 250 boats. So if a boat sank, you had a lot
more boats around to look for you. Now there®s only 50 boats. So
you"re far and few.

Q.- And this i1s because of the changes to the fishing industry?
A Yeah. Direct. Yeah, directly.

Q. So that was another question I had for you. Because | read
that 1n your interview you went -- you talked about the
rationalization --

A. Um-hum.

Q.- -— and I wanted you to expand on that a little bit just so we
could understand a little bit more about what that is and how that
affects you.

A It"s the i1rrationalization. They made it so to make i1t safer
so the smaller boats during storms wouldn®t have to keep fishing

when the bigger boats kept fishing, because back in the day, it
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was derby. So there was 20 million pounds of crab to catch. So
during a storm, the smaller boats would still keep fishing,
because they knew the bigger boats, they were going to keep
fishing. So that"s why they said, oh, we"ll do this to make it
safer, and we"ll just eliminate three-quarters of the industry and
put it into the hands of a few. And they didn®t make any rules
with it.

They just -- i1t just really ruined the industry, really
ruined the pay, and just like -- so what happened with that, when
they changed 1t, they -- that made the crab like a stock, right,
so each boat had their own crab stock. So you don"t even need the
boat anymore. The crab®s worth money. So a lot of boats, what
they did was just tie their boat up or sell it. You don"t even
need the boat at the time. And then they put that stock or crab
onto another boat. So now, like one boat would be fishing like
five boats worth of quota. So 1t went from 250 boats when |
started to now there®"s like 50 or so.

Q.- Okay. Thank you for that. That explains some of the
questions | had regarding that. You mentioned earlier that you
had a bad feeling about this. |1 don"t know if it was this job,
this trip, but you said you felt like you should go since they
brought you up there. Why were you having a bad feeling about i1t?
Was i1t something specific?

A. Yeah. |1 didn"t like my bunk. I don*"t know, 1 just had --

that -- from -- 1 just had a weird feeling, and I didn*t like my
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bunk, and that"s kind of a weird thing to say, but that just gave
me a really weird feeling. | told my dad that 1 -- because 1 just
flew up on a day"s notice. 1 just, you know, John really wanted
me to come, and 1 didn"t really put too much thought into it. |
was just like, yeah, let"s just go. The Scandies is a good boat,
and I know Gary. He"s a good guy. And 1711 just, 1711 go.

And then I got there, and 1"m like, oh, maybe 1 made the
wrong call. Because we worked all night. 1t was just cold in
Kodiak, and you have to keep -- they didn*t have the alleyway to
the back of the house, so you®ve got to keep climbing over the
stack and climbing up the, you know, 20 feet or 30 feet every time
you have to go back to the house. And yeah, my legs were kind of
burning by the end of the day.

Q.- Okay. So nothing regarding the weather or the crew or the
boat specifically, aside from your bunk, made you feel like you --
A. Well, the weather, the weather, yeah. 1 mean, me and my
fiancé talked about it, just that -- and my dad talked about it.
He was like, why are you guys leaving today? Like, there®s a huge
storm. Why can"t you just wait 12 hours or wait? 1It"s dumb to
leave now. And why is Gary doing that?

I jJust, 1 don"t know. 1"m just along for the ride. It"s
not -- that wasn"t my call to make. Nobody -- none of us wanted
to go out into 1t. We all wanted to wait 12 hours. But at the
same time, we"re getting a lot of pressure from down south to get

out of town, got to go, got to go make money.
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Q.- When you say pressure from down south, what do you mean by
that?

A. What"s that?

Q. What do you mean by pressure from down south?
A. The boat"s office was pressuring Gary to get out of town
to -- because we were already going to be late to the cod grounds,

and like 1 said before, this might be the last derby season for
the cod. And how they divvy the quota up is they go off your
previous catch history. So those days were really crucial to the
catch history of the boat.

Q. Okay. And so you knew Gary before this trip?

A. Sure. Yeah.

Q.- Okay. And how would you characterize your relationship with

him in terms of being able to express your concerns and things

like that?
A. I mean, 1 didn"t know Gary too well. 1 just, you know, we
just talked in town, and he®"s -- he knows my dad. So I mean, I™m

pretty vocal about anything 1 need to say anyway. But yeah, 1™m
not too shy on that usually.

Q.- So would you -- how would you think that he would have
reacted 1f you or anyone had suggested delaying the departure?

A. I think 1 might even have said something. He"s just like,
no, we got to go. We got to get out of town. Like, we"re already
late. We got to go. We got to get there. Or we"re already going

to be late for a couple days.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

94

Q.- And aside from just the delay because you were running late
that way, was there anything else that he ever discussed in terms
of pressures that could have led him to want to get out now aside
from just getting there because the season had started?
A No. It was just Dan telling him to get out of town.
Q.- And the company it sounds like?
A. Yeah. And then also Gary, yeah, | guess he just bought into
the boat or he started -- he just became partners with the boat.
So he was really happy and really excited to get going. Like now
it"s going to be his boat. It"s real sad actually.

So did he talk about that at all?

Talk about?

Q
A
Q.- About that he had just bought into the boat --
A Yeah.

Q -- aside from what you just said?

A Yeah. He was really excited about it. He"s like, now 1"11
be able to do the -- make the changes that I want to make, and

because 1 guess Dan®s kind of -- they don"t spend a lot of money

on the boat, and there was some stuff that Gary wanted to do that

Dan didn"t want to do or have done. Just, I don"t know, just kind
of cheap on the boat, 1 guess.

Q- And Dan, was that his partner in the boat?

A I guess.

Q.- I*m sorry. 1 didn"t hear you.

A Oh, yes.
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Q.- Oh, okay, okay. Let me see here. So in terms of the watch
handovers with Gary, 1 know that®"s been discussed already, but was
there any kind of a checklist that you guys went through or was it
just you guys just talked, and that was i1t? Was there a checklist
that you went through?

A. When | passed it over to him? No. We just kind of -- you
just kind of tell the next guy what"s been going on or if, you
know, you talked to a boat that"s going to be passing. Just kind

of fill him in on what"s going on, just --

Q- Okay .

A -- anything that would be needed to know to drive the boat
safely.

Q.- Okay. You mentioned that you -- in a previous interview, you

did say something about possibly changing course, and you
mentioned that to him.

A. Yeah.

Q. How did he respond to that?

A. No, because we got to get there or we"ll be late; we"ve got
to go. Because | wanted him to slow down, because we were making
a lot of spray, and that"s what makes the ice. [I"m the one that

has to go beat the ice off, so I didn"t want him to make any ice.

Q- Yeah. And speaking of the ice, | don"t know if you were able
to keep your phone. |1 don"t know how that went. But I was
curious iIf you had any photos from your vantage point on the -- in

the wheelhouse on the bridge as the ice was accumulating?

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

96

A. No.

Q.- Any pictures?

A Sorry. |If we -- and that"s, again, if we would have had
Internet, that would have been something 1 would have been sending
to my fiancé or Facebook, you know, just to have documentation of
it.

Q.- Okay. Sorry. I™m just checking my notes. 1 know some of
these have already been asked, so 1 don"t want to repeat anything
that you"ve already gone over here. In terms of the handover, the
watch turnovers on this boat, were they similar to other vessels
you®ve been on or were they different in any way?

A. No. It was the same. Just the guy that®s watching it wakes
up the next guy and so on and so on. Just --

Q.- Was there anything unique about this crew or this boat that
was different from what you were used to?

A. No, not at all.

Q- Okay. So I know we"ve gone iInto weather. 1 just have a
couple of last questions for you. Is there anything from a
weather forecast or weather product that you would like to see
that could help you do your job better, to better understand what
weather i1s coming, anything like that, that would have helped you
out during this accident?

A. Well, having the -- and I guess, | mean, maybe 1 just didn"t
have access to the Internet, because it looks like they had a

Internet dome on the top of the wheelhouse. Maybe I just didn"t
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have the password to it. But yeah, usually the Windy app is
really a good one or the NOAA. The NOAA website is one we use a
lot.
Q. What about any training, weather training? Have you had any
or would you care to have any kind of training on weather
during --
A. No. Just experience iIn the worst weather probably in the
world for the last 20 years.
Q. And would you say this was the worst you had been iIn?
A No, but 1t was pretty bad. 1 mean, 1t had all of the scary
things. The wind was blowing, gusting up to 60, the seas were
30-foot seas, and we had a full stack on, and we"re making ice.
That"s like the worst possible conditions you can even be in.

MS. BELL: Well, 1 don®"t have any more questions for you. 1
appreciate your time. Thank you.

CDR _ Okay. Thank you very much, Carrie.

At this point, 1°d like to turn i1t over to our other PIlI,
Mr. Mark -- Mike Barcott representing Mattsen Management Company .

MR. BARCOTT: Thank you, Commander.

Can you hear me all right?

BY MR. BARCOTT:
Q- Mr. Gribble, thank you for being here. Mike Barcott. |1
represent Mattsen Management, and 1 also represent Scandies Rose.
A. I think we talked in Kodiak.

Q.- We did. We talked in Kodiak, 1 think, on January 1st, and
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appreciate you coming back.

A. Sure.

Q. I"m coming in after a number of other people have asked
questions, and I"m going to be going from topic to topic. But iIf
any point it"s not clear to you exactly what 1"m asking, please
just let me know that i1t"s not clear to you. | know we"re
tracking as far as time. 1711 try not to repeat questions others
had asked. It"s important, 1 think, that we have a really clear
record on some of the facts.

A. Sure.

Q- Let"s start with -- and 1 think 1t may have been inadvertent,
the fishing contract you signed actually was not with Mattsen

Management, was it? It was actually with Scandies Rose; is that

right?

A Yeah. 1"m sure -- 1"m probably sure it was. Most of the
boats they do -- every boat has their own LLC.

Q- Right.

MR. BARCOTT: Could you -- could 1 ask that Exhibit 17,
page 1 be brought up, please? Thank you.
BY MR. BARCOTT:

Q. Mr. Gribble, can you see that exhibit on your screen?
A. Yeah.
Q. And do you see at the very top that®"s a fishing agreement

between you and Scandies Rose Fishing Company, LLC?

A. Yep.
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Q.- Right. Okay. Good. Thank you. Let me talk about --

MR. BARCOTT: And that"s all 1 need for that exhibit. Thank
you.

BY MR. BARCOTT:
Q. Let me talk again about the Patricia Lee. And 1l just, again,
want to make sure the record is clear. Did you ever actually go
down into the void spaces on the Scandies Rose to see what those
spaces were like?
A. No. 1 -- no, not at all.
Q. Do you have an assumption as to how many crab tanks there
were, but you actually don®"t even know that firsthand, right?
A. No.
Q.- Okay. Take you to Kodiak on the 29th. That"s the day you
arrived iIn Kodiak. On that day, did you have any conversations
with Gary about the weather that was expected during this trip?

A. Not on the 29th, the day we were leaving --

Q- Okay .

A. -- talking about.

Q.- Tell me as precisely as you can what happened, what Gary
said, and what you said -- well, let me stop. One conversation or

more than one conversation?

A. There®s a lot of conversation. We kept talking about it.
We"re like, 1t"s going to be really bad out there, so make sure
everything is tied down, make sure everything is tight, like make

sure nothing is going to be rolling around. We knew it was going
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to be really crappy. So that®"s why we put that bottom chain on,
you know, the breast chain just to make sure the pots couldn®t
move forward. And this -- the pots were -- when the boat was on
its side, the pots were in a perfect stack still. They didn"t
start falling off probably until i1t started bouncing around.

Q.- In the winter crab fishery in Alaska, crappy weather is not
an unusual thing, is i1t?

A. No.

Q- Did Gary say anything in those conversations that would have
led you to believe he was concerned about the vessel sinking or
safety?

A. No, not -- no. He said It was the tank.

Q.- Going to be crappy weather, batten down the hatches, boys.
A. Yep, basically, yeah, that"s exactly it. He was really happy
that he just bought the boat or bought into the boat. He was
really -- that really meant a lot to him.

Q. Yeah, he was. And it was not only you, his crew, that was
aboard, he was onboard, and his son was onboard, right?

A. Yeah.

Q.- Did he seem to get along all right with his son?

A. Yeah.

Q- So you said -- you were asked a question, | think by
Commander _ about tarps, and 1 think you said there was
no tarp; that"s a really dumb idea. Why are tarps over the crab

pots a dumb idea?
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A. I believe they"re a dumb idea because they just become more
of a hindrance than they do good, I guess. |1 mean, if you"re in
those type of icing conditions, why even go out? Or why put that
many pots onboard to where you"re going to even need a tarp?
Because when taking the thing off, it"s like a —- 1t turns iInto a
sail. 1t"s blowing 50, and you®"re going to hold onto a 50-foot
tarp? 1 don"t think so. |It"s going to take you away.

I mean, and there"s a -- you see that one episode of the
Deadliest Catch where Keith on the Wizard has the guys taking off
the tarp? And that turned into a nightmare too. So I"ve only
done that on one boat, and 1 refuse to do that on any other.

Q.- How many crab boats have you sailed on during the wintertime?
A. During the wintertime? Crab boats and trawling, I don"t
know, probably 20 different ones maybe.

Q- And of the crab boats you®ve sailed on in the wintertime, how
many have tarped their pots when there might be icing conditions?
A. Gosh, 1 think I only did that on one boat a long time ago.

Q.- Okay. How about your dad®s boat? Does he tarp his pots?

A. Yeah, no.

Q.- Have you ever spoken with Dan Mattsen either on the phone or

in person?

A Oh, gosh, mainly 20 years ago, long time ago when he was
(indiscernible).
Q.- So coming back to the conversations on the day you were

leaving and the conversations with Gary and conversations with the

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

102

crew, was all of that on a -- 1t"s going to be a really crappy
ride, boys, let"s make sure everything is tied down?

A Exactly. Batten down the hatches. Just we went and double
checked everything, double checked all the doors were all dogged
down, the forepeak and everything was dogged down.

Q.- Did Gary ever say anything about the ability of the boat, the
Scandies Rose, to handle the weather conditions he expected?

A. Yes. He saild she"s a great boat. She®s a tank. Go through

the weather.

Q- I think in your first interview -- I want to see i1f you still
feel the same way -- you said It was a, quote, '‘great freaking
boat.” That"s what you said when you arrived. Is that --

A. I1"ve always looked up to the Scandies, and it"s the sister

ship to the Patti, and the Patti is a great boat. It"s a money
making boat. The Scandies has always been known to be a good
boat, and I think just a lot of bad things happened to make that
happen. 1 don"t think 1t was just one thing.

Q.- And the crew, everybody seemed competent at their job?

A. Yeah. Actually, I really liked the crew. Everybody seemed
knowledgeable, and everybody had fished for years, which was nice
because greenhorns are kind of a pain in the ass.

Q. Did you ever overhear a conversation while the boat was still
in Kodiak between Gary and any of the Mattsen Management about
getting out cod fishing?

A. Yeah. He -- I don"t know exactly who he was talking to, but
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a couple different times he was in the wheelhouse, and I was just
-— I think I was filling out my contract, one, and he kept
mentioning that he"s under a lot of pressure to get out of town.
Like, we got to get out of town. Dan wants us out of town, 1is
what he said specifically.

Q.- Well, 1™"m talking right now about a conversation. Did you
overhear a conversation with someone about getting out of town?
And who was this other person?

A. I don"t -- 1 just overheard him say, like saying like, yeah,
and we"re leaving and, you know, just that kind of conversation.
Again, I don"t know If that was Julia or Dan. 1 was under the
assumption that it was Dan.

Q.- 1*d like to talk about derby-style fishing for just a minute
and make sure everyone understands completely that concept. Let
me explain how I understand 1t, and you tell me 1f 1"ve got it
right, okay?

A. Sure.

Q.- So as | understand derby-style fishing, before the season,
someone sets a quantity, 80 million pounds, and boats go out, and
they fish as hard as they can, and when that 80 million pounds is

caught, the fishery is done.

A. Yeah.

Q Is that 1t?

A. Yep.

Q And the theory, in the past, was that forced boats to go out
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in bad weather, because if they didn"t catch their fish, somebody
else would, right?

A. Yeah.

Q. Now, I"m sure everyone realizes this, but let me be clear:
the opilio crab season is no longer in derby-style, is 1t?

A. No, 1t"s not. |It"s irrational.

Q.- Yeah. And you described that every boat gets its stock.
Every boat®"s got its quota. It fishes until that quota is kept --
caught, and then 1t stops, right?

A. Yeah. It gave ownership of the ocean to a few people.

Q.- It"s a good political discussion we can have sometime when
we"re not occupying other people®s time. But the cod fishery is a
derby-style fishery?

A. Yes, it"s still derby.

Q. And so the theory is there®s so many pounds of cod that could
be caught, and everybody would want to go early (indiscernible) so
they got their fair share of that before i1t was all caught, right?
A. Correct.

Q.- But the Scandies Rose wasn®"t going to fish until that cod
fishery quota was caught, was it? It was going to make one cod
delivery, that"s 1t. Do you know?

A. I don"t know why we would have rigged over 200 pots to make
one cod delivery.

Q.- Right. 1 -- and the reason, Mr. Gribble, is so that there

could be a delivery in 2020. Do you know how many trips for cod
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the Scandies Rose intended to make?

A. We intended to fish until the season was over was my
understanding.

Q- Who told you?

A. Usually the cod season only lasts a couple weeks.

Q.- Who told you they intended to fish until the season was over?
A. That"s what Gary said, and that"s what the talk of -- with
the crew. 1™m sure everybody would have been pretty pissed to
have to rig over 200 pots just to fish for one trip. That would
have been dumb. We would have only did 100 pots.

Q. So your whole notion that the derby-style fishery for the cod
somehow made it so that Gary had to get out?

A. Well, the derby-style didn®"t make it that he had to get out.
The talk of them making it rationalized or irrationalized, if you
will, to that -- to they go off the previous catch history. So
they were going to be going off of It -- that year®"s catch
history, and It we were -- missed a couple of days, we would have

had less pounds. So it would have been less.

Q.- I just want to be sure 1 understand, because 1°m having a
hard time kind of following this. If the plan was to make one cod
delivery --

A. That was never -- 1 was never told that, and 1 -- the other

guys never mentioned that or anything. And I"m sure they would
have been real pissed to rig over 200 pots to cod pots from crab

pots. It"s not that easy to rig them over. 1It"s a pain in the
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ass. So to rig over 200 pots to just fish for one trip, it would
have been dumb. Nobody would do that.

Q- Well, can you go along with me just for a minute, and make
that assumption they were going to make one cod delivery in
(indiscernible)?

A. 111 make that assumption just because pot fishing for cod is
stupid anyway.

Q.- Okay. If you"ll make that assumption with me, then it
wouldn®t really have made any difference if they started fishing
on the 2nd of January or the 6th of January or the 10th of

January, would 1t, if they were only going to make one delivery?

A. IT they were only going to make one delivery?
Q.- Right.
A. I mean, 1 -- that boat packs a lot of fish, so yeah. 1 mean,

every day counts In a derby. You want to be out there the first
day. So 1f you"re not out there making -- you®"re not out there
and the block®"s turning, you"re not putting any fish on the boat.

IT you™re just trying to make one delivery, why would you do 200

pots over to -- | mean, it"s a lot of work.

Q.- So you can"t even imagine that scenario?

A. I mean, 1 can"t even fathom that, no.

Q. We*"l1l move on. You saild pressure was coming from down south

to get out to make money.
A. Yeah.

Q.- Did you hear any conversations between Gary and anyone from,
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quote, '‘down south'?

A. Yeah. Just the one, the one or two times I heard him talking
on the phone just reassuring whoever he was talking to that we"re
getting done. We"re almost out of town. We"re almost getting
ready to leave. We"ll be out of town real soon is what he kept
saying, and just he keep iterating we got to get out of town, we
got to go. They want us to leave. They want us to leave now.
We"re already late.

Q- I guess I"m just curious. How did you know whoever he was
talking to was, quote, "management down south'?

A Well, 1 don"t know. Because 1t had to do with the boat.

He"s not going to just talk to any random person. Why would a
random person want him to leave?

Q. What about --

A. People that would want him to leave were the people that were
going to make the money from it, wouldn"t 1t?

Q. Would Westward Seafood, i1f he was going to deliver to
Westward, want to know when he was going to leave?

A. No. I don"t think that would be relative until he got out.
They"d only want to know when he was going to deliver it.

Q. As 1 understand 1t, you didn"t really know Gary very well
before you joined the Scandies Rose; is that right?

A. I mean, 1°ve known Gary iIn town and stuff for years. 1 mean,
not —- I mean, 1 wasn®t best friends with him. I mean, 1"ve known
him in passing --
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Q Reputations --

A -— with my dad.

Q. -— are a lot In the fishing iIndustry, correct?

A What"s that?

Q What was Gary®s reputation as far as being a good fisherman?
A. I thought Gary had a good reputation of being a good
fisherman. 1 mean, | went with him.

Q.- Right. |1 was going to get to that. What was his reputation

as far as being a safe operator?

A.

I was -- | thought it was going to be fun, and my dad even

though 1t was going to be fun.

Q.

We received some photographs that you took, and one or two of

them have been looked at here. You®"ve got a photo of John

climbing on the stack you --

A. Um-hum.

Q. You took those photos, right?

A. Yeah.

Q.- And you took those on your phone?

A. Yeah.

Q.- But your phone got lost in the sinking as | understand.

A. Yeah.

Q. Did you store those photos somewhere? Did you upload those
somewhere?

A. The Facebook.

Q.- Oh, okay. Among the photos we"ve got is a fairly thorough
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set of photos of the boat. Have photos of the engine room, photos
of the deck, photos of the galley. Do you remember the photos I™m
talking about?

Yeah. In the discovery | saw those.

Why were you taking those photos?

Those photos aren®t mine.

They"re not yours?

> O » O r

No. I only had the two photos of John climbing around.
Those other ones must have came from the boat.

Q- Okay. Maybe 1 misunderstood.

A. That would have been weird if | had taken those pictures.

Q. Pardon?

A. I said, that would have been weird if 1 was taking those
pictures.

Q- Well, we"ll get to that in another place in another time, I™m

sure. So you talked about Gary being happy he had just bought iIn
to the boat.

A. Yeah. He was really excited.

Q.- Yeah, he was, absolutely. Talked to a lot of people about
that. You said that not a lot of money had been spent on the
boat, and I think you either implied or said that Dan Mattsen
didn"t --

A I*m just going off of what Gary said, and he was just like,
oh, now I have control of the boat, and now we can get the stuff

done, and Dan can"t tell us not to get -- do stuff I want to get
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done to the boat. And just like he was really happy about that.

Q.- What was the general condition of the boat when you arrived?
A. I mean, it"s a crab boat. | thought it was in fine
condition. I mean, i1t wasn"t completely rusty piece. No. 1

thought 1t was a good boat. That"s why 1 went on 1t. In my
career, I"ve only really fished on like pretty decent boats; proud
of that. 1 thought -- 1 was proud to be going onto the Scandies.
Q.- Let"s talk about time period departure from Kodiak until

7 p-m., on the 31st of December, okay? During that time period,
have you told us about every conversation you had with Gary about
the weather?

A. Yeah. Yeah.

Q.- More discussions, this is really crappy, can"t wait to get to

the other side of it, things like that?

A Yeah. We were just, yeah, just batten down the hatches and
make sure the -- all the watertight doors are tight.
Q. Up until 7 o"clock or 7:15 on the 31st when you turned over

the watch to the captain, did he ever express to you that he
thought the boat was in any danger?

A. No, not at all. Because and I even asked him. I was like,
hey, do you want me to change course? You want to slow down so
we"re not bucking iInto i1t so much? And because the way that we
were traveling quarterly, so all the spray was going onto the
starboard side. If we would have slowed down, we wouldn®t be

getting so much spray. And if he would have changed course, maybe
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it wouldn"t be all going onto the starboard side.

Hey, can 1 use the restroom real quick? [I"m sorry.

MR. BARCOTT: OFf course. 1°m sure --

(OFf the record.)

(On the record.)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: All right. |If everyone®s back, it is
now 12:58, and we will resume with Mr. Barcott.

MR. BARCOTT: Thank you, Commander. And for everyone®s --
I1"ve probably got 15 more minutes.

BY MR. BARCOTT:
Q. Mr. Gribble, could you describe for me how you changed the
pots that were on the Scandies Rose from cod pots to crab pots?
You said it would be really stupid to do that for one trip. How

do you make that change for the pots that were on the Scandies

Rose?

A. I think they have -- you know, I wasn"t the one that did 1it,
so I really don"t know. Some of the -- sometimes you have to
reconfigure the whole tunnel and do that. 1It"s not like just

cutting out a Tanner Board to make it for king crab. You have to
switch the whole configuration of the tunnel so it"s from this to
that. So it"s -- the fish can swim Iin. Some of them have quicker
releases or whatever that makes it a little bit easier to do 1It,
but 1t"s still a hassle.

Q.- I guess 1 was asking about the Scandies Rose. Do you know

specifically the kind of pots that were on here and what --
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A. No. I wasn"t the one converting them, no.

Q.- Okay. While you were on watch on the 31st, did you make any
calls to anyone?

A No. I wanted to call my girlfriend, but I wasn®"t given the
password for the phone, and I didn"t -- we didn"t -- me and John
didn"t think we had Internet on the boat. So I was -- | wanted to
call my girlfriend, but no, I didn"t make any calls.

Q.- When you got off watch between then and when the boat -- over
during that time period, did you make any calls to anyone?

A. No. No, I didn*"t have the phone.

Q. Do you know Jerry O"Neal (ph.) on the Provider?

A. No, 1 don"t.

Q.- Now, going back to the start of your watch on the 31lst, which
would have been at about 5 p.m., as | understand -- or, excuse me,
6 p.m., and you would have taken it over from John at that point?
A. Yeah. John woke me up.

Q. So at that point when you --

A. Maybe the Provider might have called me. 1 might have got a
radio call from the Provider just asking how things were going, |
think.

Q- And do you remember telling the Provider during that time
period that everything was good?

A. Yeah. Everything was fine and good except for the weather.
At that point, everything was good.

Q.- Okay. So when you took over from John Lawler on the 3lst,
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can you tell us how much icing there was?

A. When 1 took over from John, the ice was -- it was just the
first couple layers, like a inch or two maybe thick, and going
about halfway back on the stack. On the starboard side.

Q. Right. And --

A. Everything else was in a glaze but not thick.

Q.- And how far over the top of the stack? I"m trying to get a
mental image of what portion of the stack had ice glazed on it
when you took over from John.

A. Just the bars on the pots on the starboard side, and a little
-— and the web -- you could see through the web just a little bit.
Like, you know what I mean?

Q.- I do. Thank you. And so the pots that were in the middle of
the stack and the pots that were on the port side were not iced at
the time you took over from John?

A. They weren®"t. They had a glaze on them, but not -- it wasn"t
thick because they weren®"t hitting the spray that the starboard
side was.

Q.- Okay. And the back half of the stack was just glazed at

worst when you took over from John?

A. Yeah.
Q. And then, when you turned the watch over to Gary at
approximately 7:15 p.m., 1 think you said maybe there was an inch

or two of ice on the pots at that time; is that right?

A. Yeah. | mean, 1t —- | didn"t think it was a whole lot of
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ice. 1 mean, some captains would have had you go beat it off just
to -- some of them are, you know, any ice gets on the boat, they

want 1t off. Other captains will let 1t roll. And I mean, I

wasn"t super concerned about It at the time. 1 mean, 1| asked Gary
ifT he wanted me to get the guys up and to go beat it off. 1 mean,
just because -- mainly just because 1 was new to the boat, and I

was just trying to, you know, impress Gary, be good, you know, be
the attaboy.

Q- What"s this captain want you to do, right?

A. Un-hum. Really good. | like Gary. He was a good guy.

Q. So as I am envisioning this, tell me if 1"m wrong, there"s
about a fifth or a sixth of the stack that had ice on it when you
took over?

A. Yeah. Yeah, roughly.

Q. And when you turned the -- turned i1t over to Gary, same fifth
or sixth but a little thicker?

A. Little thicker, yeah. Yeah, same but a little thicker.

Q.- Okay .

A. Maybe a little bit farther back. Because the weather -- it
was right on the bow, and then it kind of came quarterly during my
watch.

Q. So would you say maybe a quarter of the pots had about a inch
or two of i1ce?

A. 1°d say like halfway back maybe.

Q.- Halfway back, but not the middle, and not the port side?
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No. Just the first row.

A
Q. On the starboard side?
A Yes. Yeah.

Q Okay. Now, when you asked Gary, you want to show him -- you
know, want me to go out and beat the pots, did he say anything
like, it"s just not very safe out there, let"s wait until we get
into some shelter?

A. Yeah. Yeah. That"s kind of what he said. | mean, he"s just
like, no, we"ll just -- 1t"s not that much ice right now. We"ll
just wait until we get into False Pass so 1t"s a little safer for
you guys to go out there and beat it off. |1 mean, some captains
would have just had you go out there and beat it off, and I wasn"t
-— I would have did it. | would have went out there either way,
but 1t was his call. And it was cold, so --

Q. To go out and beat it out -- off, you would have had to climb

up on the stack of icy pots In --

A. Yeah.
Q.- -- that sea and that wind, right?
A. Well, and that®"s why, when we first went on -- when we first

rolled onto our starboard side, my first initial thought was that
he was turning around to run with the weather to make i1t safer to
go beat the ice.

Q. Gary ran down below -- sorry. Switching time. So coming to
the time of the sinking. You®ve kind of (indiscernible) the

wheelhouse. You“"re concerned. Gary went down into the engine
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room, went down below during part of that evolution, didn"t he?

And then came up, and somebody asked him what®"s going on?

A. No.

Q- Do you remember him coming up saying, | think we"re sinking?
A. Gary?

Q. Yeah.

A. No. We went on our side. 1 was in the top bunk, and John
was on the bottom. 1 told John to go see what was going on,

because | thought we were going to go break ice is what I was --
like 1 said, John goes up, yells down, Dean, we"re sinking. So I
jumped out of my bunk, put my pants on. 1°m going to put my socks
on. 1 feel the boat go a little more. 1°m like, fuck.

So 1 run upstairs, and I'm like, Gary, what"s going on? And
he®"s kind of like leaning over the chart table trying to like hold
on because we"re, you know, we"re kind of at an angle. And I go
what"s going on? He goes, | don"t know. And I go, call the Coast
Guard. He says -- he goes, what do I say? 1 go, tell them we"re
fucking sinking. And then 1 ran back downstairs.

And as I -- right after I was -- as | was saying that, he
pullled it out of gear. 1 ran back downstairs to scream at the
other guys to get up. They were kind of already coming up. 1

still screamed down. And David passed me, and I run back up, and

they"re following me. |1 get down, I start passing out the suits.
Everybody got a suit. 1 took the last one.
Q.- And those suits were color-coded by size, aren"t they?
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>

Yes.

Q.- Did you hear Gary make the May Day call?

A. The first one, and then once 1 got outside, 1 kept screaming
in to keep calling, keep making the call.

Q- Did you hear Gary, within minutes of the boat finally turning
on its side, did you hear him talk to Oystein Lone on Pacific
Sounder? You mentioned it as the Puget Sounder. But did you hear
that call between he and Oysteiln just before the boat went down?
A. No. No, I didn"t. I found that out after.

Q. From the time you came up into the wheelhouse and began
putting your suits on until the boat went down, how much time are
we talking about?

A. Not even 10 minutes.

Q.- Other than you and John, did anybody else make it out of the
wheelhouse, as far as you know?

A. No. David had -- David was the only one that had a chance to
get out, because he was sitting right by the door. 1 think maybe
when the water came around maybe it pushed him in or maybe he ran
from it and went back inside. |1 don®"t know. And the way the boat
was rolling around -- because everybody who was in the --
everybody was In the house, and I just don®"t know where everybody
ended up. Because when the boat was rocking around and
equalizing, maybe they got washed down below, maybe.

Q.- And at the point -- you®ve waved your hands a couple of

times. That"s the point at which the boat turns stern down/bow
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up, right?

A. Yeah. Yeah. Me and John -- the boat sunk on its side
completely. Me and John stayed on it until the boat was
completely underwater basically. Just a little bit of the house.
And the wave came over the house, took me and John iInto the water,
and then 1 kept getting pulled under because I -- me and John tied
a line to each other because we"re trying to stay together in the
water, and it kept pulling me under.

So I let 1t go, and then 1 was getting tumbled for the first
couple minutes, and 1 was trying to get my light going and to blow
up my bladder because 1 was kind of -- I was going -- | kept going
underwater a lot and getting tumbled. Once 1 got the bladder

going, 1 was kind of riding them a little bit better. 1°d get

tossed every once in awhile, but then 1 saw -- that"s when 1,
after 1 got my bladder up, and 1 -- then I"m trying to figure out
where 1"m at and where the boat"s at. 1 just saw the silhouette

of the boat.
Q.- When you saw the boat stern down/bow up, and that®"s the point

at which some pots started breaking loose?

A I imagine.

Q Well, how dark was 1t?

A. It"s nighttime.

Q Any moonlight?

A Faintly. 1t would come. The clouds would block it out, and
then some -- then it would move. Like, it would come and go. |
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could just see the silhouette of the boat. 1 was probably couple
hundred yards away from it.

Q. So what was the light source for you to see that silhouette?
Do you know?

A Probably the moon.

Q.- Okay. Mr. Gribble, 1"ve been told by at least one person
that they saw a video of this boat sinking, just what you®ve
described here. Do you know anything about that video?

A. No.

Q. Did you send that video to any of your friends? Have you

heard of this video?

A. Of the boat sinking?

Q- Yes.

A. No. 1°d like to see that video.

Q- Okay. Let"s go to the trash chute issue. As | understand

it, you first learned that there had been some problems with the

trash chute in the king crab season when you left as 1 understand

it, right?
A. Before we left? No. 1 just knew that they had done some
work to the shit chute. 1 didn"t know the reason behind of why

they were doing the work, that they were getting water into the
starboard void during king crab season. |1 wish I would have known
that before I was in the life raft. That"s when John told me. He
goes, well, maybe it had something to do with that hole in the

boat. 1 go, what hole in the boat?
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Q.- Did you know that, that was repaired in Kodiak after the king
crab season?

A. That"s what | was -- | found out after.

Q. Did anybody on that boat express any concern about those
repairs during your trip before the sinking?

A. No. Nobody mentioned anything. 1 didn"t find out that until
I was in the raft. | mean, because at that point, if 1 had knew
we had a starboard list, and they had that problem happening
during king crab, 1t would have been a little bit more important
to go find out what"s going on and figure i1t out. Full stack on
it, it"s 1cy in those conditions. You don"t fuck around.

Q.- Let me just -- a couple more questions. You said that you
had been involved iIn the search for bodies, and you found some
dead people. What sinkings were those concerning?

A The Big Valley.

Q- Any others?

A. It was, 1 think the -- what was the name of the boat? Was

the big stupid boat, big stupid house. It looked like it could

roll over at the dock. I can®t think of the name right now. Just
another boat. It was a cod fishing boat.
Q- And what boat were you on when you were involved with the

search and found the bodies?
A. I was on the Sea Rover. And you can see that. That"s on the
first season of Deadliest Catch, and they"re trying to videotape

us pulling the body onboard and transferring it to the Stimson.
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MR. BARCOTT: Mr. Gribble, thank you. That"s all I"ve got
during this round.

Thank you, Commander.

CDR _ Thank you, Mr. Barcott.

At this point, 1°d like to turn i1t over to Mr. Stacey, who
represents Mr. Gribble himself.

BY MR. STACEY:
Q.- Okay, Mr. Gribble, just a very few questions. But just want
to make sure 1 heard you correctly. Did I understand that

Mr. Gary Cobban himself said to you that Dan told you to get out

of town?
A. Yes. He said it a few times. Dan wants us to leave.
Q.- And how soon -- how much time before you actually left did

you hear Mr. Gary Cobban say that to you?

A. It was a few different times because we were kind of running
late. That"s what -- they wanted to leave as soon as | got there,
but there was still some stuff that they had to do. So they
thought they were going to be leaving right when 1 got there, but

they were behind schedule. So Dan was biting their ass to get out

of town.

Q. And when you heard the name Dan, who did you understand that
to be?

A. Dan Mattsen, the owner.

Q.- Okay. 1 want to now turn to the discussion that you heard
while you were, | think you said, completing your contract. You
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remember that discussion you had earlier?

A. Yeah.

Q- Okay. Now, the person that was on the other end of the
phone, did that person sound like they had an interest in the
fishing operation?

A. Yeah, yeah. They wanted us to leave town to -- you know,
because the rationalization of the cod fishery was a big concern.
They wouldn®"t have done just one trip, because they go off catch
history, not just fishing one season. So 1If they would have just
fished one trip, that wouldn®t have been enough. They would want
more cod. So that"s wrong.

Q.- Did that conversation that you overheard you specifically
recall that there was a discussion about cod fishing?

A. Yeah, yeah. Because that®"s what we were going to fish.

Q. In that conversation that you overheard, was there a

discussion about specifically being late?

A Yeah, yeah. We were -- had to get out of town. We were
already going to be a couple days late, and we had to go. |1 mean,
that was the -- from even when 1 was in Seattle, 1 mean, they

wanted me to leave that day, and they wanted me to leave on 4-hour

notice for a couple months. I was like, no, I need at least to --
I1"11 leave tomorrow. 1711 leave, you know. | was trying to help
them out as best I could. |1 mean, to leave on a day"s notice is

still pretty -- you know, she didn*t like it.

Q.- Mr. Gribble, as I -- 1T I recall correctly, you had a
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conversation with the captain, Gary Cobban, with regard to, in
fact, suggesting that you slow down.
A. Yes.
Q- Did 1 hear that correctly?
A. Yeah.
Q.- And why did you make that suggestion that maybe we should
slow down?
A. Well, because the weather came up and, like I said, it was
kind of hitting us -- we were bucking Into 1t, and i1t was
quarterly to the bow. So we were making a lot of spray, and the
spray was making ice, and I got to beat the ice. 1 don"t want to
have to go beat a bunch of ice off.
Q.- Did Mr. Gary Cobban honor your suggestion or did he slow the
vessel down?
A. No. He said we were -- we needed to get there.
Q. You talked about --
A. I even asked to change course, too, because the course was a
really crappy ride.

MR. STACEY: Okay. All right. Nothing further from me.
Thank you.

CDR _ Thank you, Mr. Stacey.

Okay. At this time, the Coast Guard will do -- conduct a
couple follow-on questions. Before | do that, | do want to make
just to clarify a few things with regards to the exhibits just to

be clear. As of right now most of the exhibits -- the photos are
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labeled to the best they could be with the source and who provided
them. So please note that some of the exhibits do include
multiple photos from multiple sources, and they are not all from
the same source.

Okay. So, at this time, 1"m going to turn It over to
Commander - to conduct a couple of the Coast Guard®s follow-on
questions.

CDR - Little bit of technology over here. Can you guys
hear me? Okay, cool. Thanks. So good morning. And, again, |
know this i1s going on, so I1°1l keep 1t as brief as possible.

BY CDR -

Q.- I just want to verify that, when you mentioned way back in
the beginning in the morning, when we talked about any formal
rescue or survival system training that you got, you said
incidents on other boats. 1 want to make sure that the question
that was just asked by Mr. Barcott when he asked you which
vessels, were there any other iIncidents that you were referring to
a couple of hours ago that would have given you that real life
experience with having to deal with survival systems?

A. I mean, just the -- we"ve had stack fires and fires on the
boat, and we"ve lost power in storms that it gets pretty hairy at
that point. You"re at the mercy of the sea, and -- but yeah,
that"s -- that was about it. The boat, 1 think 1t was on the
Storm Petrel and we looked for the (indiscernible), that was the

name of the boat. Was a big stupid looking boat with a big house
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that looks like it would roll over at the dock. But we were there
for that one, too, but we didn*"t find any -- we didn*"t find any.
Was just the Big Valley that we saw -- we found the bodies.

Q. Okay. Thank you. 1 just wanted to make sure that 1 fully
understood that.

A. Sure.

Q.- Another question that I have i1s, when you got to Kodiak, and
on the 96-hour work-rest period, it said that you were doing other
vessel work. And earlier you also mentioned that you did
pre-employment drug testing when you got to Kodiak.

A. Um-hum.

Q.- Do you recall where you went? Did you go right from the
airport to that facility? How did that go?

A. Did 1t at the boat.

Q. Okay. Could you elaborate on that for me?
A. I got -- 1t was the day we were leaving, or | think it was
-- before we did our contracts or after. It was like, oh, yeah,

you have to do this. So that was that.

Q.- Okay. Got it. So there was no going to a facility iIn

Kodiak, i1t --

A. No.

Q. -— just onboard the vessel?

A. Yeah. It was onboard the vessel. 1 mean, because they

wanted to leave. There was no time. And I forget what day it

was. Was it a weekend? |1 can"t really remember.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

126

Q.- And was there somebody who witnessed you submit to this test?
Was 1t a urine test?

A. Yes, urine test.

Q. So was there like a witness that witnessed you doing what you
needed to do?

A. Yeah, Gary.

Q.- It was Gary. Okay. Doing your pre-employment either during
the contract or talking about the indoctrination for when you
become an employee of this vessel, did you guys talk about
policies, like any specific policies on what could or couldn"t be

on the boat?

A. It"s always kind of a standard policy, like we didn"t talk
about 1t. It°"s just in the contract, like, you know, can®t have
drugs or alcohol on the boat. It"s kind of --

Q- Firearms, anything like that?

A Yeah, yeah, exactly, essentially. |1 don"t know exactly the
specifics of it, but 1It"s -- yeah, standard stuff.

Q.- Okay. As they were loading stores -- 1 know that you weren"t
fully directly involved in all the stores that were loaded -- did

you observe any alcohol being loaded onto the vessel?

A. No.

Q. And at no time did you observe anyone consuming alcohol?

A. No.

Q.- Going to jump to another topic. When you were chaining the
pots before you guys got underway, you -- do you recall how many
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chains per pot?

A. Per row you mean?
Q- So maybe 1"m misunderstanding. So I have your drawing --
A. There would be a row of chain on every row. So yeah, so

every row of pots would have a chain.

Q. The chain.

A. Yeah. And then we put a belly chain around the bottom just
to keep them from going forward.

Q. Okay. So you"re saying a row going like this?

A. Yes.

Q- And then a belly chain to keep them from going forward?

A. Yeah. Well, the top one is the -- I"m sorry, the top drawing
that 1 have, it"s the lines up here. The chains would be going
like this, and then on the bottom one, the chains (indiscernible).
Q. Okay. And how much do you think those chains weigh from your

experience having chained other pots?

A. Heavy .
Q.- Couple hundred pounds?
A. Yeah, probably. Just depends how long they are. 1 mean,

every boat is different, because every boat has different size
chain, you know, every -- or how high they can go. But yeah,

they"re a couple hundred pounds heavy.

Q. Per chain?
A. Yeah.
Q.- So based on your experience having loaded pots before, and
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based on what you saw on the Scandies Rose --

A. Yeah.
Q. -— would you say there were a couple thousand pounds of --
like there were -- there was enough chain that it would have been

a couple of thousand pounds? Is that a fair question to ask based
on your observations and experience?

A. Couple thousand pounds? Yeah, maybe, or a thousand pounds
maybe. There"s -- forget how many rows we had. You can see it
probably on one of those pictures. But we had a -- one on every
single row, and it was, you know, it wasn"t like skinny chain. It
was thick, heavy-duty chain. Yeah.

I kind of thought it was kind of overkill at first, because
usually you®ll put one, then you®ll skip one, put another one,
skip one, kind of like that. But we had one on every row. So |
wasn"t there to put those on. | was just there for the belly
chains. So I like, oh, kind of put a lot of chains on here, which
I mean, that"s good. | mean, when the boat was on i1ts side, the
stack was -- the stack didn"t start falling apart until the boat
started dancing.

Q.- How do you know it started falling apart? Was it -- did you
hear stuff?

A. It was loud. You could hear (indiscernible). 1t was loud.
Q. When you were observing the bait being loaded --

A. I didn"t observe it. | did it.
Q.

Okay. Well, so you mentioned that they craned over six to
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seven pallets.

Yes.

And you mentioned that each pallet was about 2,000 pounds?
Yeah, roughly.

Give or take.

Yeah.

And all of that went into the forepeak?

Yeah.

o > O > O r O T

To your best recollection, were the pots that were already
configured for cod, did they already have bait in them? They were
already completely configured --

A. No.

Q.- -—- and ready to throw? Negative? Okay. Can you explain
that to me a little bit?

A Well, the pots just had the line in them and the buoys. But

we don"t bait them up until we set them over. 1 mean, we had a
3- or 4-day run, so the bait would have been -- get washed out.
It would have been -- so we bait them when (indiscernible).

Q.- Got you. About how much does all of the -- for a pot that is
configured for cod, how much would you say -- the gear that"s in
there already without the bait, how much would you say -- how much
weight would that be?

A. I don"t know, couple hundred pounds maybe of line. Just
depends how many shots, how many different -- how deep you"re

fishing. Sometimes it will be fishing a little deeper and have
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more line. 1 think these only had two shots on them. Maybe 100
pounds and the buoy. Yeah, 100 pounds maybe, 50 pounds, yeah.
Maybe they just feel heavier.

Q. And you weren®t there to configure those pots for that. So

that was already --

A. No. It was already --

Q.- I was asking like, based on your experience, what --

A. Yeah.

Q. -—- what you®"ve seen in --

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. This was already asked, but I want to double, triple
check.

A. Okay .

Q.- You personally heard Gary Cobban make the May Day call?

A I told him to make the May Day call.

Q- And then you hear him --

A. Yeah, and then I heard him talking to the Coast Guard -- I™m
sorry —-- he was trying to make contact, and then faintly hear

(indiscernible) Kodiak, all of that. So he wasn"t sure if he was
getting through. And once 1 got outside, 1 kept screaming, keep
calling, keep calling. And then after a couple hours we“re out, |
figured the EPIRB didn"t go off. 1 figured we were close enough
to Kodiak, 1f the EPIRB would have fired, you guys would have been
out there (indiscernible).

Q.- I have one last question at this point. When you guys were
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preparing to go underway, did you go off the vessel at any point?
Did you talk to any crewmembers of other fishing vessels?
A. No. That was just mainly -- only time I think I went off the
vessel was to bring up some like garbage and stuff to get rid of.
But no, 1 didn"t go off (indiscernible).
Q.- And so you didn*"t like shoot the breeze with anybody --
A. No. That"s --
Q. -- about --

(Simultaneous speaking.)
A. -- really a (indiscernible) at the time.
Q. Okay. So when you guys did get underway, did you observe
other vessels in port or at anchor or --
A. Yeah. They weren®t leaving.
Q.- Okay. But you didn"t talk to anyone else to determine why
they weren®t leaving, but you --
A. No. I didn"t really have time for that. 1 mean, we“re --
Q. Busy?
A. Yeah. 1I"m trying to -- new job (indiscernible). It just
wasn®"t any time for that. | wasn"t concerned with talking to
other people. | just wanted to get done with everything so 1
could go to bed.

CDR - Those were (indiscernible.)

CDR _ All right. 1 have just a couple as well, and
then we* 1l move on, keep things rolling for you.

MR. GRIBBLE: Sure.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O A~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

132

CDR _ So, Lieutenant Commander _ if you

could turn to Exhibit 14, page 21, please.

BY CDR _
Q. I know this is not taken on the Scandies Rose per se. But
just wanted to use this and get a sense from your experience and
what you observed on the day -- on the voyage day before the
incident. [In comparison to this, how would you compare the icing
that was taking place onboard?
A That"s a pretty good comparison. That"s almost dead on. And
that®"s kind of how the pots looked like. The web was kind of
covered, but 1t wasn®"t all the way fully (indiscernible) yet.
Q.- Would you say that was at the -- your end of your first watch
or at what point of the day would you say this is probably the
best match?

A At the beginning, middle of my watch.

Q. Middle of the first or the second one?
A Second one.
Q.- Second one. Okay. So when you turned it over to Gary later,

worse than that or --

A. Just a little worse, little worse. 1 mean, right around
that. 1 mean, 1t"s maybe a little more on the bars, but that"s a
pretty good picture of what it looked like, yeah.

Q- Okay. Thank you.

CDR _ And then, Mr. _ if you could turn to

Exhibit 4, page 2, please. So at this time, what 1 -- 1"m going
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to ask if you can -- provided a paper copy to Mr. Gribble as well.
Q. But ask right now if you could maybe circle where onboard you

had observed the EPIRB being located.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Slightly above and forward of the life
ring.

MR. GRIBBLE: Kind of like right where the other one was,
just on the opposite side.

CDR _ Okay. And can you just turn it to the camera
real quick just so we can --

MR. GRIBBLE: That a good picture?

CDR _ Yeah. And what we will do, we"ll take that,
and we"ll enter it into on the record as another exhibit as well.
Thank you.

MR. GRIBBLE: Yeah.

BY CDR _

Q. And so just wanted to ask another follow-up question on --
with regards to visibility from your stance at the -- in the
pilothouse while you were on watch. What you experienced on the
Scandies similar In your experience to other vessels as far as pot
height, your line of visibility forward on the vessel?

A Yeah. Yeah. 1t wasn"t anything I didn"t think was out of
the ordinary.

Q.- Okay .

A. It had stacks that were higher than the windows so you could
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only see out of one window.
Q.- Sure. And then so also going to -- sticking with the pots,
we had earlier talked about there not being a walkway, and the

only way over the pots was to climb over from the house all the

way to the -- all the way up forward. Is this pretty normal
setup?
A. Just depends on the boat. 1 don®"t like to do it like that

because 1 like to keep a tunnel so you can go up and check the
forepeak easier, and you can also check the tanks to see iIf
water®s getting into them or whatnot.

Q. Was there any discussion at any point on to maybe why it was
set up this way versus --

A. Some boats just you can carry more pots because it was -- you
know, that whole row, it"s -- you know, every row, It"s different.
So there are probably 10 pots or 8 pots.

Q- Sure. Okay.

A So and he -- 1t does make the stack tighter because the -- 1|
don®"t know. Every boat is just different. 1 like to have the
tunnel. Makes it easier to check on things, and it makes it
easier to get out there safely.

Q. And one other point of clarification. So you mentioned
earlier about the discussion, and your review of the weather
included the possibility of waiting 12 hours for the weather to
pass. Was there any discussion on that recommendation to anybody?

Had you made that discussion or did you hear any other crew
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members make that recommendation?
A. Me and my dad were talking about it, because he saw the
weather picture too. He"s like, why are you guys -- you should

wait 12 hours, let i1t pass.

Q. But was it ever -- was that recommendation made to Gary at
all?
A. I think 1 mentioned it, not like telling him to. 1 think I

mentioned it like, god, it would be nice to wait a day or wait 12
hours, whatever i1t was. But not like he should do that or -- be
nice to let the shit pass. | mean, everybody was concerned. We
knew we were going out iIn the shit.

Q.- Okay. And then, so just last question with regards to
everyone"s location. And I think we®"ve now established that you
had seen everyone once the vessel had started to list to the
starboard. You had -- can we just run through one more time? You
had said David was up on the port side. You had established that
John was already outside, and Brock, can you talk about where
Brock®s at and Gary?

A. Yeah. When 1 passed the suits out to them, Brock went over
to the port side to lay down on the floor and get it on. And Seth
was kind of just standing there kind of like looking to Gary,
like, what do we do, what do we do? And he asked me, what do we
do? Go get your suit on. Go outside. 1It"s going to be fine.

And he just, he went over to the console to like talk with Gary,

get confirmation from Gary. He just wanted to know It was going
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to be okay or something.

And just they didn"t really -- I don"t know if they just
thought the boat wasn"t going to sink. 1 just -- | knew It was a
bad -- soon as 1 saw how far we were over, | was like, we"re not

getting i1t back. There was no way. Let"s call you guys and
arrange a helicopter ride. They got insurance. Rather let a boat
go and claim insurance on, you know, have somebody die trying to
save the boat or something. That"s always kind of been my -- you
know, whether it be a fire or whatever, | mean, you know, there®s
-- boats and stuff are replaceable. We weren"t.

Q. Okay. Thank you. And was Art up there as well?

A. I believe Art was there. |I"m pretty sure I saw Art. Like I
said, | passed out all the suits, and there was enough suits there
for everybody. 1 took the very last one, and I -- when 1 was
passing the suits out, | was passing them to the guys. They were

taking them from me. So 1°m pretty sure Art was there, and he was
over by the chart table by Gary. They were all over there kind of
trying to like look to Gary for what to do, and just like they
were all (indiscernible).

CDR_ All right. Thank you. Okay.

That®"s the last question 1 have for now. | have two that 1
will close up with, but at this point, 1°d like to turn i1t back
over to Mr. Barnum from NTSB.

MR. BARNUM: Thank you, Commander.

BY MR. BARNUM:
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Q.- Thank you again, Mr. Gribble. Extremely thorough here.
We"ve been going for almost 4 hours. You"re doing great. A lot
of great information. 1 only have one follow-up for you. Bilge
alarm, where was that -- where would that alarm sound once you

tested 1t In engine room?

A. All over, all over the -- 1 think the whole boat had -- each
level had the alarm on it. 1 think it would ring on all of them.
Q.- Do you know if it would sound on the bridge as well?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. 1 believe you said you didn"t test the alarms in the

crab tanks, but you®ve had --

A. Because 1 wasn"t there for that.

Q.- Right. But on other vessels, are you familiar where those
alarms sound?

A. Yeah. Same.

Q- So on the bridge as well?
A. Yeah. They"re all -- the whole alarm system, 1t"s all the
same. They all -- every alarm sounds the same or they all trigger

the same spot, fire, everything else.

Q.- During your evacuation of the vessel, you mentioned earlier
you didn"t hear any alarms; is that correct?

A. No, I didn"t hear any alarms.

Q. While on watch, during any part of the journey, the voyage,
did you receive any alarms?

A. No, | never heard an alarm.
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MR. BARNUM: Okay. That"s all the questions | had. Thank
you very much. | appreciate it. 1 believe Ms. Bell from NTSB
also has a follow-up for you.

BY MS. BELL:

Q. I only have one follow-up question regarding fatigue we
talked about earlier. You said that you worked until 2 or 3 in
the morning the day before you left and, admittedly, you were

tired. Were any of the other crewmembers voicing concerns about

fatigue?
A. Everybody tries to be tough, so not too much concern. |
mean, yeah, I mean, we were all tired when we got up on the 30th,

because we only slept for a couple hours, and we were back at it.
But no, 1 mean, maybe the only person that expressed concern was
me.

Q- Well, do you think that the captain might have -- that might
have played into his decision not to have anyone go out to chop
ice? 1 know weather was a factor, but do you think --

A. No. That"s never a factor. You just go do it. Whether you
hurt or not, it has to be done, and you just do it.

Q.- Okay. So you don"t think he would have taken into

consideration --

A. No.

Q. -- Ffatigue as an issue”?

A. No. |If i1t needed to be done, and for safety, no, it needs to

get done no matter what.
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MS. BELL: Okay. That"s all the questions | had. Thank you.

CDR _ Thank you, Bart. Thank you, Carrie.

At this time, turn i1t over back to Mr. Barcott for second
round.

MR. BARCOTT: Thank you, Commander. 1 just have a couple of
follow-up questions.

BY MR. BARCOTT:
Q.- I"m -- 1 was hearing some feedback. Mr. Gribble, can you
hear me all right?
A Yeah, you®"re fine.
Q. Okay. Good. Thank you. |1 want to -- Mr. Stacey asked you
questions about overhearing a conversation between Gary and

somebody about getting up fishing. Was that on the speaker phone?

A. No. He was just talking on the phone.

Q- On his phone?

A. Just talking on his phone. No, i1t wasn"t speaker.

Q. Okay. So this would have been on the 30th?

A. Yeah.

Q.- All right. And just one last question. So as | understand

it, the only two windows you could see out of after the glazing
started were the two forward-facing windows on the starboard side
and 1n front of the helm station; is that right?

A. Yeah. And the other ones were all iced up.

Q.- But when you came up when the boat started going over, were

you able ever to get a good look at how much ice there was on the
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boat at that time?

A. No. I didn"t even -- 1 wasn"t thinking about that at the
time. 1 was just trying to run for my life. When me and John
were climbing around on the house, you can see ice, but It wasn"t
-— 1t was just a little worse than it was when on my watch. There
wasn"t much -- not much worse.

Q.- Oh, okay.

A. But maybe it fell off when it rolled. 1 don"t -- that"s
speculation.

Q. But you could see some ice when you were crawling around, and
it —-

A. Yeah.

Q. -- looked about --

A. Yeah.

Q- -- the photograph that we looked at, Exhibit 14, page 21, of

Gary standing with some i1ce. That"s about what 1t looked like?
Thank you.
A. Yeah. That"s a good representation of what it looked like.
MR. BARCOTT: Okay. Thank you. That"s all 1 have.
CDR _ Okay, Mr. Stacey?
MR. STACEY: Yeah. Just a couple.
BY MR. STACEY:
Q. The size of the crab pots that were stowed on the deck would
be what? What size?
A. 8-by-8.
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Q 8-by-8?

A. Yeah.

Q And do you know 1f any of the crab pots were left in Kodiak?
A I think there was a couple of crappy ones that just we didn"t

want to take because the web was bad.

MR. STACEY: Okay. Nothing further. Thank you.

CDR _ Thank you, Mr. Stacey.

Okay. So just going to close it out here. So before 1 go
through my closing comment, just on a positive side, so you and
John are survivors, and In a lot of cases, unfortunately, we don"t
have survivors. And so this iIs a unique opportunity to learn for
us and for other fishermen based on your testimony and your
feedback. So this really means a lot to us, and certainly
appreciate your time here to share this.

BY CDR _

Q. So would you -- saying that, Is there any training or
anything specific that you would attribute your ability to get
your survival suit on, and ultimately that led for you to survive?
A. Just the years of putting it on and practicing with it. We
always have races to get it on just kind of when 1 was younger.

We practiced to get in them. So yeah, the more you do i1t, the
better you get. 1I1"ve told all my friends that, after this, I™m
like, make that muscle memory, because like when you"re freaking
out, and your heart"s wanting to jump out of your chest, you"re

not thinking right, and it just has to be muscle memory at that
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point.

Q.- And you had mentioned you were the only one who had done the
survival suit during the training on the Scandies Rose --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- before getting underway. Is that typical for a crew to

just do one or two people, or is --

A. Usually just the new guys will do it. 1 like to do it
just -- again, | like just to make sure 1 can do it fast In case
of a situation. 1 just had a lot of friends iIn situations like
that. 1It"s a dangerous job.

Q.- Okay. So and 1 appreciate that, and I -- 1 mean, muscle

memory is the best thing that we can practice. And so last major
question, so If there was discussions taking place in the fishing
industry on how to kind of reduce some costs, and topic of
potentially extending survival craft servicing periods, how would
you -- from your experience in the industry, what would your

reaction to a proposal to extend the --

A. To make it longer in between?
Q. Yes. That"s correct.
A. Yeah. |1 mean, if they“re still done right and -- I mean,

there"s a lot they should change about 1t. And like the survival
suit, like they should have a personal EPIRB on each suit. That
was the biggest fear of mine after the boat was gone, and I"m just
floating to just infinity is that 1 have a little light, and
nobody*s going to -- I*m not going to be able to —- if I don"t get
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in that raft, you®"re just going to see my head and not going to
see me. | was real scared about that. 1 was just going to float

and just float till I froze to death. You know what I mean?

I*m somewhat comfortable in the water so -- and I was
thinking about, oh, am I going to just drown myself? |1 can"t do
that, because 1°m comfortable In the water. It"s against human

nature to do that, and human nature iIs just to start fighting and
to stay alive. And a personal EPIRB would have made me feel real
comfortable, because 1f that raft didn"t come around, 1 would have
just been floating out for a long time, and you guys would have
had no 1dea where I was. And what really pissed me off i1if when I
got home, and 1 find out these personal EPIRBs or whatever are
only like $100 more than a fucking light is. Why aren®"t those
mandatory?

Q- Okay. 1 appreciate that. And aside from some changes to the
survival craft that you mentioned to make i1t a little more useable
and the survival suit, the personal EPIRB, are there any other
recommendations that you think the industry should take on or the
government should push to increase the safety and the likelihood

of survival in the event that something like this were to happen

again?
A. Yeah. 1 think more flares In the bag, flares maybe that
floats in water and at -- makes sense. Some of those hand warmers

would have been real nice, because we could have just grabbed

those and popped them into our suit. That maybe would have kept
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us a little warmer. Communications. 1 mean, stuff iIs so cheap
nowadays, and technology is there. Why aren®t they using it?

The same safety gear that 1°m using Is the same safety gear
was when | started 20 years ago, and it"s the same safety gear 20
years before that. So i1t needs to change with time. And I get it
you don"t use it all the time, but when you do need to use it, it
should be there for you.

I mean, these owners make a lot of money off my back, and
especially after they did this, you know, the IFQ to where they
switch 1t, they see a lot of money. It went from the boat would
catch 100 percent of the crab, and then you"d split, you"d get
your percentage of 100 percent of that crab. But now that it"s
all stocks and i1t"s all a quota, the people that are leasing or
people from other boats that put their quota onto your boat,
they"re putting it on it for a fee. So you"re only getting like
30 percent of the king crab money, 30 -- 50 percent of
(indiscernible) money.

So they really screw you on the money. So they®"re making
money. So why aren"t they putting the safety changes iIn? Why am
I floating to infinity without a EPIRB? Why isn"t there a radio
in the raft? |1 mean, there®"s a multitude, man. That"s what
helped keep me going in the raft is just being pissed about all
the crap that wasn®"t iIn the raft.

Q.- Thank you for that. And so closing up, the last overarching

question, so are there any questions that you think we missed,

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 00 N o O b~ W N P

N o =
o A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

145

other information you think we should know?

A. Also, 1 would say, and probably a lot of people would get mad
at me for saying i1t but, again, i1Is, you know, they did the
rationalization, make everything safer, but no rules were
implemented to make it safer. You just are going off the good
will of the people aren®t going to go out into the storm. But
fuels still cost money, and people still want to go home. So that
doesn®t change anything. They still go out there.

I haven®"t noticed anything different from when
rationalization started. We fish just as hard, just as long, and
what? | mean, anything over a 20-hour day is just stupid. 1
mean, and that"s what they say, isn"t? Like sleep deprivation 1is
worse than being drinking and driving or whatever. So when does
that come into play? 1°"m not allowed to drink on the boat, but
they can work me 30 hours. Doesn®"t make any sense to me. And
I1"ve worked for 2, 3 days straight before with no -- just a
10-minute break In between, you know.

So, | mean, 18-hour day is perfect for me. 1°d be happy with
that, and that gives everybody 6 hours of sleep, and that"s
enough. That"s not completely overkill. 1 mean, I get it, you
want to get out of there and get -- when i1t comes down to i1t, 1is
it really worth 1t? 1Is it worth it people getting hurt and people
getting killed? And if 1t°s because they"re tired or just not
making the right call because they"re tired or they®re worn out,

and they don®"t -- they just don"t have the ability to do it, iIt"s
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just not worth it.

I mean, 1°ve done this all my life, and the derby was the
derby, and now 1t"s not the derby. So now I get less money, and
it still 1s dangerous, I1If not 'dangerouser,' because now, when a
boat sinks, there®s less people out there to look for you, In my
opinion.

CDR Thank you for that. And so we are complete

with your testimony for today.
MR. GRIBBLE: Okay.
CDR However, 1 do anticipate that you will be
recalled to provide any additional testimony at a later date.
MR. GRIBBLE: That"s fine.
CDR Therefore, I"m not releasing you from
testimony at this time, and you do remain under oath.

MR. GRIBBLE: Sure.

CDR _ So we do ask you please do not discuss your
testimony or this case with any other -- anyone other than your
counsel --

MR. GRIBBLE: Sure.

CDR -- the National Transportation Safety Board

or members of the Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation Team.
MR. GRIBBLE: Sure.

CDR

may contact us (indiscernible) through your attorney or you can

contact us directly.
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MR. GRIBBLE: Okay.

CDR _ But certainly thank you for your time.

NTSB -- Bart, Carrie, Mr. Barcott, thank you very much.
Appreciate your time today.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Off the record.

CDR _ And we"re going to go off the record. It is
now 1357 on September 23rd.

(Whereupon, at 1:57 p.m., the interview was concluded.)
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