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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(10:44 a.m.) 2 

 LT   This is Lieutenant  Marine Safety Detachment 3 

Kodiak.  I'm here with -- 4 

 MR. GRIBBLE:  Dean Gribble. 5 

 LT   It is 10:44.  And on the phone we have? 6 

 MR. BARCOTT:  This is Mike Barcott.  I'm an attorney 7 

representing the owners of the Scandies Rose. 8 

 LT   Okay.  So Dean, if you could tell me -- I'm sorry?  9 

You all set, Mike? 10 

 MR. BARCOTT:  Yeah, we're all set.  Thank you. 11 

 LT   Okay.  Okay. 12 

INTERVIEW OF DEAN GRIBBLE 13 

 BY LT  14 

Q. Dean, if you could just tell me how long you've been fishing 15 

for? 16 

A. I started going up in the summers doing tendering when I was 17 

11.  It was like '94.  And then did that till 2000 when I got out 18 

of high school.  This is, like, 17 or 18.  Went and did opis in 19 

2000, and it's been fishing ever since.  Twenty years or -- you 20 

know, full time. 21 

Q. Right, right.  And how long you been with the Scandies Rose? 22 

A. Two days. 23 

Q. Yeah.  Okay.  So where did you meet the boat? 24 

A. I met it in Kodiak.  John called me on the 29th saying that 25 
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they needed a crew or whatever.  And I fished with John last king 1 

crab, and I like John.  And so he asked me if I'd go because he 2 

wanted to have an experienced person.  So I made contact with the 3 

boat and got the okay with them and flew up on the 30th.  Like, 12 4 

hours after I fucking hear this shit or whatever.  Basically just 5 

got right out of town, got to Kodiak.  So I'm kind of regretting 6 

taking that call.   7 

 But I got to Kodiak, did the rest -- the boat was already 8 

loaded with pots ready to go.  It was all chained down.  There was 9 

just a few odds and ends, food and just, you know, tightening 10 

everything up to leave.  We departed -- no, I'm sorry.  I was off.  11 

I got contacted the 28th in Seattle.  I left the 29th.  Got there, 12 

worked that day.  30th, we left at -- we left Kodiak at about 13 

8-ish, I think.  I think I put a Facebook post.  It was like 14 

8-something.  And everything seemed fine at that point. 15 

 And the Scandies, it's a good boat.  I've known Gary a long 16 

time.  He's a great captain.  Like, my dad runs the Patricia Lee, 17 

which is the sister ship to the Scandies Rose, and I've worked on 18 

that one too.  Great fucking boats, you know.  Yeah.  And so, you 19 

know, so that was -- you know, it was a good boat, good captain.  20 

 Let's do it.  So we're on our way -- 21 

Q. Could you talk me through a little more -- 22 

A. I'm sorry. 23 

Q. -- like, when you arrived in Kodiak?  What specifically were 24 

you in charge of?  What were you doing on board the vessel? 25 
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A. We fixed up a couple -- or just kind of converted a couple 1 

more pots to the cod, because we were going to be fishing for cod.  2 

And just tighten the deck up, just basically tying stuff down.  I 3 

got the food on and just, you know, the last-minute stuff.  I took 4 

some water and fuel, and just last-minute stuff. 5 

Q. Okay.  How were the pots stacked? 6 

A. The pots were stacked great.  We had a chain on every fucking 7 

row, which -- yeah, it's good.  I mean, you know, I usually -- I 8 

mean, I thought it was a little overboard, but now that I look 9 

back on it, yeah, it was probably good.  And it was tied down a 10 

lot.  There was ties everywhere.  They were tight.  I walked 11 

around and was checking them.  Pots were tight.  There was 198 12 

pots on board, is what, is what -- I wasn't there when they loaded 13 

them.  That's what, that's what Gary told me we had on board. 14 

Q. Okay, and -- 15 

A. He said the boat was readied for 208. 16 

Q. Okay.  And were there any discussions about, you know, 17 

stability and how those pots -- 18 

A. Yeah.  Well, me and Gary, well, we were just, we were talking 19 

about that because I had asked how many pots we got on board.  He 20 

said 198.  And then I just asked what it was readied for, and he 21 

said 208.  And I believe he said there was icing conditions.  So 22 

anyway, it was like, you know, we're under.  And they were big 23 

pots.  They're 7-by-8s, which is a really big fucking pot.  And 24 

then -- where was I?  So then we departed Kodiak. 25 
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Q. How many, how many high were the pots stacked? 1 

A. Okay.  We probably were -- it was a big fucking stack.  It 2 

was probably -- I know it was a big stack, because I was climbing 3 

up and down it all day, and my legs and fucking arms and 4 

everything was just burning.  So it was, it was a big stack.  I 5 

think it was four or five high. 6 

Q. Okay. 7 

A. But it didn't look crazy.  I mean, I've, you know, been on 8 

the Patricia Lee, and we get big stacks on there.  I think, I 9 

think we put 160 on there?  I thought that's -- was it that -- I 10 

could be wrong.  Anyway, it looked fine.  Everything's chained the 11 

fuck down, like, good.  Like, solid.  I walked around and checked 12 

shit.  I mean, I've been fishing a long time, so I checked shit, 13 

made sure everything was tight.  All the -- we did the forepeak.  14 

It was -- all the dogs and everything to the -- or the -- yeah, to 15 

the lower forepeak.  I don't know what it's called.   16 

 And then fuck, it seemed fine.  We were all out.  We had good 17 

trim on the boat at that time and rolled out.  Everything was fine 18 

until about -- I was on, I was on watch until about 7:15 on the 19 

31st.  7:15, I woke up Gary for his watch.  I was the last of our 20 

crew to take the watch, and then so I got -- 21 

Q. And that's p.m.? 22 

A. Yeah.  So I, so I got Gary.  Gary came up.  And I told Gary, 23 

I go, yeah, it looks like we have a little bit of a list.  But it 24 

wasn't nothing -- it wasn't anything too crazy.  It was maybe a 25 
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degree or two.  It was just barely over, you know. 1 

Q. And to what side? 2 

A. To the starboard side.  And we were, and we were building 3 

ice.  But it wasn't, again, it wasn't anything crazy.  I mean, 4 

Gary had talked about it.  We were like, okay, well, you know, 5 

we're going to have to get this off.  And I go, well, do you want 6 

to go get it off now?  And he goes, well, we'll just wait till we 7 

get into shelter, because it was, it was shitty out and -- which 8 

was understandable, and I didn't have any, I didn't have any 9 

qualms at the time of that.  So I went down and had something to 10 

eat, and then I went to my rack. 11 

 And it's probably an hour, maybe, 1½, 2 hours, if that, that 12 

I was off watch.  And I was watching a movie.  And my bunk's on 13 

the starboard side, and all of a sudden, the boat kind of leaned 14 

hard.  I kind of looked up.  John got up, ran upstairs, yelled 15 

down, Dean, boat's sinking.  I jumped out of my bed, put my pants 16 

on.  And as I'm doing that, it's still kind of going, so I'm -- I 17 

was like, I don't have time to do anything else.  So I just ran up 18 

to the fucking, to the wheelhouse. 19 

 At that point, pretty sure everybody was up there.  I didn't 20 

see Brock, but John said he did.  I threw out all the survival 21 

suits to everybody.  Everybody was attempting to get it on.  Gary 22 

was standing down by the captain's, the captain's chair.  He was, 23 

he was kind of freaked out.  I mean, we all were.  This is a 24 

horrifying -- it's fucking the worst type of weather you can even 25 
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fucking think of for this shit to happen in, and it's fucking 1 

happening.  It's 20-foot seas.  It's blowing fucking 30, 40 miles 2 

an hour.  And there's fucking ice all over the windows, so it's 3 

fucking cold.  And now I've got to go swimming in this shit. 4 

 So trying to get my survival suit on.  I can't get it on, 5 

because the boat's -- you know, we're leaning over so hard.  So I 6 

jump up onto the chair into the, into the wheelhouse, and I was 7 

using my feet up against the armrest to try to, you know, use it 8 

so I can get my suit on.  I got my legs in and I -- and then the 9 

thing broke away and I slid down.  I'm like, oh, fuck.  So I'm 10 

fucking climbing back up.  So at that point, I just climbed all 11 

the way up, got outside, got the rest of my suit on all the way 12 

up, zipped up.  Saw John.  He was having problems with his zipper.  13 

Got him over, zipped him up.  He was, he was fine.  Me and him 14 

made a plan:  fucking stay together.  We fucking live; we're not 15 

fucking dying.  Whatever.  We stay together. 16 

 Told him to get a line from the -- because he was standing on 17 

down on the lower, on the lower deck at this point from the life 18 

ring.  There was a line that's attached to it, and it's like a lit 19 

beacon or whatever.  We grab that, tie it on to us, tie it to each 20 

other.  And then we clear the line out to try to -- just so it 21 

doesn't get tangled, because obviously -- I mean, I kept telling 22 

everybody, you know, to watch shit.  You know, make sure you're 23 

not going to get fucking snagged up in anything.  So we just 24 

float.  We just go.  And so we were making sure of that, so we 25 
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were just -- you know, no rails or nothing. 1 

 David was sitting at the door.  He had his suit on.  I'm 2 

screaming at these guys the whole fucking time.  Get out, get out.  3 

We need to get out.  The boat's fucking sinking.  Everybody was 4 

kind of freaked out.  And I mean, it's not every day that fucking 5 

happens.  And I mean, yeah, people were -- everybody was in shock.  6 

You can't fault them for that.  It's a fucking horrifying fucking 7 

thing that was happening.  And then to have to go into the 8 

conditions we had to go into, that's fucking horrifying. 9 

 I'm screaming at these guys, and they're screaming for help.  10 

And I'm -- I can't do anything.  I can't get the fucking light on 11 

my thing to -- because you got these stupid gloves, the Gumby 12 

gloves in the survival suit.  So I can't get my light on or up out 13 

of the pocket it was in.  And I'm trying to get some buoys set up 14 

or some line that was tied off to the, to the stern.  I was just 15 

trying to get some stuff to float that we could hang onto or 16 

whatever, and I wanted to get a line to try to throw back into the 17 

house so they could fucking climb up.  Couldn't fucking -- I could 18 

not see a fucking thing because the boat -- once the boat leans so 19 

far over, probably -- once there was probably about, what, 45 20 

degrees or so, power cut out.  We were dark.  And it's fucking icy 21 

everywhere outside.  I mean, we're slipping and, you know, falling 22 

and just like -- it was really stressful.  And same time, me and 23 

John just were, like, trying to -- just talking to John.  Just 24 

like, it's going to be fine; we're going to be, we're going to be 25 
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good.  Just stay together. 1 

 Again, I'm yelling at the fucking crew.  I'm yelling at 2 

David.  Come on.  Come on, David.  Boat's going down.  Let's go, 3 

let's go.  He was just sitting there kind of in shock, 4 

understandably, and his dad's screaming.  So I could -- you know, 5 

he probably didn't want to leave his dad.  I've fished with my 6 

dad.  You know, I don't know what I'd do in that situation either.  7 

I don't know if he made it out.  I hope maybe he got washed out.  8 

But last time I saw him, he was just sitting at the door and I was 9 

screaming for him.   10 

 At that, at that point, we're sitting like this.  Door is 11 

here, and there's a wall.  So I walked down the stairs, walk over, 12 

get on, like, the wall.  Now we're, now we're, like, walking on 13 

the house.  Boat's going down.  And me and him, like, this is just 14 

fucked.  Like, this is happening.  I thought the boat would maybe 15 

just lean, list on its fucking side for a couple hours.  Wait for 16 

a chopper or fucking -- let's go.  No, it's going down.  We're, 17 

like, walking in water now. 18 

 And wave came, fucking washed us over.  We're in the fucking 19 

water trying to keep the line.  The line fucking kind of seemed 20 

like more of a hindrance because it was holding me under.  I let 21 

that go.  We washed up.  I'm fucking getting just tossed and 22 

turned.  Fucking water all down my stupid suit.  And I'm going to 23 

die.  This is how I'm going to fucking die, New Year's fucking 24 

Day.  And so I'm just like, okay, well, how's this going to 25 
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happen?  Do I just suck in water?  Do I just wait to fucking 1 

freeze to death?  Like, because this isn't a good situation.  Big 2 

ass seas and, you know, not in a raft.  Just by -- because I found 3 

-- I've helped in searches, and we've found people in survival 4 

suits that didn't make it.  And it was hard to fucking see them.  5 

You know, they're weighted down.  And we find a bunch of empty 6 

suits floating.  But then the one that was weighted just had a 7 

little bit over.  So I knew that it was going to be hard to see 8 

us.  That's why I wanted to stay together.  A little more visual 9 

aspect or whatever so they get to you. 10 

 Anyway, so, fuck, like, 5 minutes maybe of just fucking just 11 

trying to fucking survive, I get my bladder blown up.  I'm 12 

screaming for John.  He's screaming for me.  And it's just chaotic 13 

at this point.  I'm just, I'm getting tumbled by waves.  I'm 14 

looking back at the boat, and I just see the boat like this.  Just 15 

aft -- fucking bow in the fucking -- fucking vertical in the sky.  16 

Just goes down straight like the fucking Titanic.  Whoosh.  Gone.  17 

I'm just sitting there just in shock, like, what the fuck?  And 18 

then I just get hit by another wave, and then I'm fucking surfing 19 

these fucking, big fucking waves.  And I'm like, well, if I'm 20 

going to die, I might as well, like, have some fun.  So I'm -- you 21 

know, I was like -- you know, I'm pretty comfortable in the water. 22 

 And we had the suit on, so at -- I was -- it was -- I'm just 23 

trying to make the best of this fucked situation.  And I'm riding 24 

the waves pretty good, and then thank god I see this fucking 25 
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beautiful fucking survival raft all lit up, come just floating 1 

right towards me.  God.  And you know, it was like 50 feet away, 2 

but I'm like, I'll swim all night to get to this fucking thing.  3 

Whatever.  And it's just, luckily, the tide is going that way.  4 

And I just fucking rode a wave that just brought me right over to 5 

it.  And fuck, you know, I was tired.  I couldn't get in it right 6 

away.  I just sat there for a minute.  I'm screaming for John.  7 

Pulled myself -- got myself in.  I'm screaming for John.  Hear 8 

John scream back.  He's behind the raft.  He comes around.  I get 9 

him in.  Now we're both just like, whoa.  This is fucked, but now 10 

we're in the raft.  At least our bodies will get found or 11 

whatever, depending on how long.  We thought the EPIRB went off.  12 

Apparently it fucking didn't.  That's awesome. 13 

 About an hour into it, we're like, all right, anytime these 14 

guys should be showing up.  All right, we're shooting -- I shot -- 15 

as soon as we got into the raft, we're, you know, looking for the 16 

supplies and shit, and just kind of gathering our fucking -- what 17 

just happened.  Shot off the flare.  It hit the ground.  Waited a 18 

couple seconds, maybe.  Should we -- we probably shot them off too 19 

soon, in hindsight.  But we just sunk, and we were fucking -- 20 

thought we were dying, so we were freaked out.  There should have 21 

been more fucking flares.  I have a fucking thing to -- about all 22 

this survival equipment in the raft.  It's fucking worthless.  I 23 

feel like the whole raft is -- the raft itself, beautiful piece of 24 

equipment.  Could have been -- the things in it were just junk.  25 
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Like, why -- and they're all wrapped up and tied.  Like, how the 1 

fuck am I supposed to get this shit when I'm in Gumby gloves?  2 

Like, how -- what, am I supposed to take off my fucking suit? 3 

 So I was really fucking pissed about all this shit.  And 4 

like, why is there shit in the raft that sinks?  The raft had 4 5 

feet of fucking water inside of it, which probably helped with the 6 

stability of us not rolling over.  But it was fucking cold, and 7 

all the supplies are just rolling around.  Just, everything in the 8 

thing.  But the last flare we had, and we -- and as soon as we 9 

took it, we hit a wave and I dropped the flare, so now we're 10 

trying -- we had to -- we have to go under the water to try to get 11 

to the bottom to feel.  I mean, that's how much water was in the 12 

raft.  You had to -- your head had to go down.  And couldn't find 13 

it to save our fucking life.  Why don't those things float?  It's 14 

a fucking -- for a boat in the water.  You'd think they'd fucking 15 

float.  Bullshit. 16 

 And the -- and 80, like, probably 80 packets of fucking fresh 17 

water.  How long am I going to be in this thing?  How about a 18 

couple more fucking flares?  Maybe have a fucking hot packet in 19 

there, or something fucking -- the radio.  EPIRB.  I've been 20 

fishing for 20 years.  None of this shit's ever changed.  It's 21 

been the same for 20 years, and it was probably the same 20 years 22 

before that.  Technology is way good.  Like, the lights on the 23 

raft went out in, like, 10 minutes of us fucking being in the 24 

raft, you know, bumping around and shit.  Why aren't they LED 25 
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lights all over the fucking thing, just glowing?  Why aren't the 1 

LEDs all over the suit?  Why doesn't the suit have a little 2 

fucking headlamp so you could see shit?  It's just a lot of shit 3 

with the safety equipment.  It's just, it's just, it's very 4 

lacking.  I mean, yeah, there's a lot to be said about that and 5 

how frustrating it was in this situation.  Really fucked. 6 

 Why is -- and then the EPIRB was on the starboard side.  Why 7 

isn't there another EPIRB in the center of the wheelhouse, so if 8 

you're leaning to either side, if you're in the -- go up in the 9 

wheelhouse.  It's right in the center.  You can go either fucking 10 

way.  There should be a couple more fucking EPIRBs.  That's 11 

fucking stupid.  And like, they're cheap enough probably nowadays.  12 

Why aren't there one in every fucking suit?  Why not?  Or one in 13 

the raft.  I mean, it's just fucking retarded.  Again, it's just 14 

cut money, save money. 15 

Q. Except for the EPIRB -- 16 

A. Yeah, and the EPIRB not working.  What the fuck is that 17 

about?  So we're sitting there waiting for a ride.  An hour goes 18 

by.  We're like, fuck.  Like, I mean, we're like, we might be here 19 

for a little bit longer than we were thinking.  Because we thought 20 

it was going to be happening right there.  Kodiak is right there.  21 

Boom.  In the fucking Uber going back to Kodiak.  And no, it 22 

didn't work out that way.  We're sitting there.  And you know, 23 

it's 4 feet of water.  I'm soaking wet.  Water all in my fucking 24 

suit.  I tried to, like, get up out of the water.  I had the thing 25 
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that would go up.  Like, lean up, wedge myself in that and get my 1 

feet up and everything so I was out of the water.  Kind of just 2 

warm up a little bit.  But then the wind is pushing the cloth onto 3 

you, and it's all iced up.  So that kind of made you cold, and 4 

then you start freezing.  Everything is -- your suit is frozen. 5 

 And yeah, so that was really, really fucked.  We shouldn't 6 

have been in there as long as we fucking were, and it's because of 7 

that fucking EPIRB.  Fucking stupid.  That's fucked.  Like, we 8 

could have fucking died because the fucking -- the EPIRB didn't go 9 

off?  Like, that's pretty fucking standard shit.  Why the fuck 10 

didn't that go off?  Like, and if it did work right away, it would 11 

have went off right away, because that side was dipped in first.  12 

Sitting in, dipped in for, you know, 10, 15 minutes, maybe. 13 

Q. EPIRB was starboard side? 14 

A. Yeah, yeah, it was on the starboard side. 15 

Q. Where was it located on the starboard -- 16 

A. Right at the starboard side right outside the wheelhouse on 17 

the deck there.  There was, like, a place for -- 18 

Q. Is there -- we use the term float-free arrangement.  Was 19 

there anything that would have, like, prevented it from popping 20 

out and -- no? 21 

A. No, not that I, not that I saw.  It was on the -- I believe 22 

it was on the outside of the rails right on -- to the upper deck.  23 

So it would have just -- you'd think. 24 

Q. Had you seen, physically seen, the EPIRB? 25 
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A. Yeah, we looked it up, or looked at it.  Because we did all 1 

our, we did all our safety drills. 2 

Q. Could you talk me through those?  How'd those go? 3 

A. They were, they were good.  Like, they -- Gary covered a lot 4 

of stuff.  Like, he was, he was very thorough with the, with the 5 

stuff.  And you know, a lot of people, or a lot of boats -- I've 6 

fished on a lot of boats, and a lot of them -- some of them don't 7 

even do safety drills.  But he did, he -- you know, he walked us 8 

through the drills.  He did that.  And -- yeah. 9 

Q. So what drills did you guys run? 10 

A. We just talked about, like, just where the pumps are, where 11 

the fire extinguishers are.  Went around, physically saw 12 

everything, the EPIRB, the raft.  You know, we just did the 13 

walkaround.  You know, we didn't do, like, you know, the actual, 14 

like, whatever.  We just went and saw where all the equipment 15 

would be, and then we got, you know, who's going to do what in 16 

what situation. 17 

Q. So did you guys cover abandon ship as part of that? 18 

A. Yeah.  It was stay on ship as long as we can, and we did.  I 19 

mean, we -- me and John did everything we fucking -- like, by the 20 

book, I would, I would say.  And John, he was, he was calm in the 21 

situation, but I -- he was kind of freaked out at first because 22 

his fucking zipper was stuck, and it was fucking hard to get up.  23 

It should have just went, zip.  And mine was hard to get up too.  24 

Fucking, like, why isn't it just, zip? 25 
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 So anyway, so after I got his, he kind of fucking calmed down 1 

or whatever.  And then we, then we got our plan to, like -- you 2 

know, we'll stay together.  And I'm just trying to talk to him and 3 

just -- you know, so I -- to keep myself calm too.  We're cracking 4 

jokes to each other.  You know, a perfect New Year's, you know, or 5 

whatever.  Just trying to smooth the situation.  It's a fucked 6 

situation, but just trying to make light of it, I guess, the best 7 

we can.  And so John -- there's not a lot of people that can do 8 

that in a tough situation.  So yeah. 9 

Q. So back to when you guys were getting ready to go underway, 10 

and I know you weren't intimately familiar with the boat.  You 11 

said you've only been on board for a day before you left, right? 12 

A. Yeah, yeah. 13 

Q. Like, condition-wise.  I know you said you saw the EPIRB when 14 

you were making those rounds, when you were doing your drills.  15 

What was the condition of the equipment? 16 

A. It looked, it looked fine to me.  I actually put, physically 17 

put, the -- I did the, I did the raft or the suit drill, just to 18 

see how fast I could get into it.  I think I did it in 42 seconds 19 

or something like that.  I think I did it a little faster today.  20 

A little more pressure. 21 

Q. Did the vessel provide all the suits for you guys, or did you 22 

bring your own on board? 23 

A. No, vessel provided. 24 

Q. Vessel provided. 25 
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A. Yeah.  They were located in the wheelhouse.  And so as soon 1 

as I got up to the wheelhouse, John already grabbed his.  He went 2 

and was getting it on.  I think David was up there getting his on 3 

as well.  I grabbed, I grabbed them.  I just started throwing them 4 

out, because everybody was down, like, in the wheelhouse.  So I 5 

just started throwing them out, grabbed mine, tried to put it on, 6 

tried to get up onto that chair to put it on.  And that was a 7 

catastrophe.  And then I got outside, got it on. 8 

Q. You know, in that day you had in Kodiak to kind of go through 9 

the boat, did you witness any, like, high water alarms working, or 10 

any tank alarms? 11 

A. No, and we, and we tested the fucking -- we tested the bilge 12 

alarms.  Tank alarms, I -- like I said, the boat was loaded, so I 13 

don't really know anything about the tanks.  I don't know which 14 

ones were, which ones were full, which ones weren't.  I wasn't 15 

there for that.  And I, and I didn't hear.  Maybe I, you know, 16 

probably should have, in hindsight.  But no, nothing looked -- 17 

it's a good boat.  I had no qualms about getting on it.  Scandies 18 

Rose has always been a good boat.  Always professional boat, 19 

always catch a lot of crab.  Like I said, it's a sister ship to 20 

the boat my dad runs.  And yeah, pretty fucking unbelievable 21 

seeing that fucking bow go down. 22 

Q. When you guys did get underway, can you describe the list of 23 

the vessel?  Trim and list? 24 

A. When we first got underway? 25 
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Q. Yeah. 1 

A. Yeah, I thought we were trim.  Yeah. 2 

Q. And could you -- you knew John beforehand.  Did you know any 3 

of the other crew, or was that your first time? 4 

A. First time. 5 

Q. First time. 6 

A. I knew -- I've known, I've known Gary just off and -- just 7 

from being a fisherman. 8 

Q. What were you first impressions of the, of the crew? 9 

A. I liked them.  Everybody, you know, was nice.  And Seth, he 10 

was the (indiscernible).  He was on there for just the king crab.  11 

David is Gary's son.  He was on there for like 8 years.  Brock, 12 

who fished with Gary for like 15 years on that boat and another 13 

one.  Or a couple other.  I'm not sure on that.  Anyway, he fished 14 

with the crew for a long time.  Then Art was the engineer, and I 15 

think he fished with Gary off and on too.  But I had no 16 

reservations about them.  Like, I thought it was a good crew. 17 

 First day I got there, we worked, like -- you know, working 18 

like 20 fucking hours.  You know, I was climbing up and down these 19 

-- you know, there was like 40 feet of fucking pots in there.  You 20 

have to climb up and down them all fucking day long.  I was beat.  21 

Legs were -- my legs are still burning.  And yeah, it's -- but 22 

like I said, nothing looked out of the ordinary.  There was a lot 23 

of pots on, but again, I didn't think it was anything out of the 24 

ordinary.  We had a chain on every fucking row.  A chain on every 25 
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row, all the way to the fucking bow.  So that was -- yeah.  And 1 

once I got up to the wheelhouse, I didn't notice any pots.  Like, 2 

you know what I mean?  Everything was still stacked tight.  And 3 

yeah. 4 

Q. You notice any repairs or any work being done on the vessel 5 

when you, when you arrived? 6 

A. Nothing major.  Just, like, a toilet.  Just a little -- 7 

nothing major.  You know, just little fixes here and there.  No 8 

pumps or -- I don't know.  Yeah, nothing, like, structurally to 9 

the ship that I, that I was there for. 10 

Q. Yeah.  Any steel repairs?  Any, like, wasted steel there -- 11 

A. No. 12 

Q. -- that you get rid of on deck or anything? 13 

A. No.  And you know, and the boat, I think it just came out of 14 

shipyard or something.  So I mean, it was -- everything was clean.  15 

It was a nice tight boat, and the crew is good.  So everything was 16 

tight, you know? 17 

Q. Okay.  So you guys got underway on the 30th.  31st, you ended 18 

up only standing one watch, or did you have a watch that morning? 19 

A. I had a watch that morning too. 20 

Q. Okay.  How'd that watch go? 21 

A. Just fine. 22 

Q. What time was that? 23 

A. God, what time was my -- 9, maybe? 24 

Q. A.M.? 25 
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A. Yeah, somewhere around there. 1 

Q. Okay.  So you had 9 a.m. -- 2 

A. Yeah, or maybe I got off at 9.  Maybe it was -- yeah, maybe I 3 

got off at 9. 4 

Q. Okay.  So it would have been, like, 8 to 9? 5 

A. Yeah, yeah, probably something like that. 6 

Q. And you were standing 1-hour watches? 7 

A. Yeah. 8 

Q. And then how -- was everyone standing 1-hour watches? 9 

A. Yeah. 10 

Q. Even Gary? 11 

A. No, Gary would, Gary would take it for, like, 6 hours or so, 12 

and then he'd, and then he'd -- you know, he was really good about 13 

driving.  Some captains just, you know, as soon as they throw 14 

lines, they just go to bed.  He would drive the whole time. 15 

Q. And what was the, what was the watch rotation?  Do you 16 

remember the order on -- 17 

A. That order?  John got me.  I'm not really sure who -- I was 18 

last. 19 

Q. Okay.  So you know for sure -- 20 

A. Actually, I think -- now that I think about it, I think it 21 

was Seth, Brock, Art, David, John, me, Gary.  If I, if I remember 22 

right. 23 

Q. Okay.  Okay, so you had that 8 to 9 a.m. watch. 24 

A. Yeah, yeah.  Roughly. 25 
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Q. Notice anything?  Where were you guys at? 1 

A. No, the weather had kicked up from the night before, and the 2 

weather was coming on our starboard side.  It was, it was decent 3 

weather, but again, nice boat.  Been in it at, you know, not that 4 

boat, but the Patricia Lee or whatever a thousand times, and 5 

nothing seemed out of the ordinary. 6 

Q. What was the estimated sea state and winds? 7 

A. Probably at that -- in the morning, it was probably 10 feet, 8 

maybe.  We were taking a couple over the bow; 10, 15 feet, maybe.  9 

Building.  Yeah.  I mean, but we didn't have a list at that time.  10 

We were, we were building a little bit of ice, but it was just, 11 

like, a first layer.  It was nothing, I mean, (indiscernible) go 12 

out and chop down. 13 

Q. Okay.  Could you describe the ice? 14 

A. Well, I mean, we had a lot of pots on board, so you could 15 

really only see the bow, and then the, you know, pots or whatever.  16 

Because the pots were starting to get really iced over.  And 17 

the -- but it wasn't nothing too, it wasn't nothing too, like, I 18 

haven't seen before, that we would just keep going, you know.  And 19 

like we talked about, once we got into a little more sheltered 20 

water, we were going to go out and get it off. 21 

Q. Right.  Did you have a plan for where and when that was going 22 

to happen? 23 

A. Well, we were, we were heading for False Pass.  So probably, 24 

I would imagine, right around there. 25 
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Q. In there?  Okay. 1 

A. And I think we were 100 or 200 miles away from there. 2 

Q. Right.  Do you know if anybody ever physically went out on 3 

deck to look at the ice and how bad it was, or were all these 4 

observations made from the bridge? 5 

A. From the bridge.  Because we didn't have an alleyway or some 6 

-- you know, so you'd have to climb over the stack and go down 7 

there.  And fuck, now that I'm thinking about it, I fucking -- I 8 

wanted to go up there, but it just was, like, real cold out there.  9 

And you know, we were taking fucking water over the house, so I 10 

didn't want to go out there walking on the pots and then get 11 

smacked with a wave and fucking be all wet.  So in hindsight, I 12 

kind of maybe wish I would have.  But everything got sealed up up 13 

there.  I was there.  We had sealed the lower hatch to the laz.  14 

The forepeak got sealed. 15 

Q. How did that process go?  Was it organized, working fore to 16 

aft, making sure everything was sealed up?  Or who, kind of, took 17 

the lead on -- 18 

A. Well, we sealed up the bottom hatch earlier in that day, 19 

because we had to put a couple new dogs on it.  We water tested 20 

it, let the hose run on it for a while.  Fine.  No drips.  And 21 

then when we threw the lines, that's when they went down and shut 22 

the forepeak door.  I think John and Brock were up there.  I was 23 

on the stern that morning.  So I guess I didn't see the forepeak 24 

door get shut, but they said they did it.  Brock was really 25 
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thorough, from what I saw of his other work that he was doing.  So 1 

if he said he did it, I would believe that he did it.  And then 2 

yeah, I mean, everything -- I mean, we even -- we dogged all the 3 

lower doors for the -- to get into the house on the bottom floor.  4 

The room in my -- my stateroom had a door.  We had that dogged.  5 

Like, nothing seemed out of the ordinary.  Like I said, when I got 6 

off watch, we were just starting to get just a little bit of the 7 

list and -- 8 

Q. And that was -- 9 

A. And I, and I talked to Gary.  I was like, well, you know, 10 

should we maybe change course maybe, or do we get the guys and go 11 

out?  And that's when we had the talk about we'll just do it when 12 

we, you know, get to a little more sheltered water. 13 

Q. Right.  So when Gary relieved you for your first watch at 14 

9 a.m., did you, did you pass anything to him of concern or have 15 

any concerns at that time? 16 

A. No.  No, just went and got my coffee and that was it. 17 

Q. Okay.  Then what did you do in between that watch and your 18 

night watch? 19 

A. I just watched movies and tried to, tried to sleep a little 20 

bit. 21 

Q. Okay.  You notice anything out of the ordinary? 22 

A. No.  Didn't have the greatest food selection on the boat.  I 23 

noticed that.  But that was, that was about it.  No.  I noticed 24 

the mattress in my fucking bunk was a little tight and a little 25 
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stiff. 1 

Q. When you were laying in your rack, could you feel any kind of 2 

list in it? 3 

A. You know, the first day we left -- John said it too.  He's 4 

like, when I feel like in our -- because you sleep with your head 5 

towards the bow.  But it was almost like the bow -- but it was 6 

almost like we were at an angle, like a downward angle.  So the 7 

first night, I even switched around and tried to sleep the other 8 

way.  I couldn't sleep that night regardless.  But anyway, so I 9 

did switch around, because I thought there was something 10 

noticeable to that.  Had a bunch of pots on.  Didn't think 11 

anything, really, of it.  Maybe in hindsight I should have. 12 

Q. Okay.  So nothing of significance in that morning watch, 8 to 13 

9. 14 

A. No. 15 

Q. Gary relieved you. 16 

A. Yeah, everything was -- 17 

Q. Nothing to pass down. 18 

A. Yeah, it was fine. 19 

Q. You go back to your rack.  You watch a movie.  Now John comes 20 

to get you for your, for your next watch, right? 21 

A. Yeah. 22 

Q. Kind of, take me from there, just moment by moment. 23 

A. I think I relieved John a little early on his watch.  I 24 

thought, I thought my watch was sooner, but when I got up there, I 25 
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realized I had a little bit more time.  But anyway, I took it 1 

anyway.  So I took a little bit of his watch and mine.  And 7:15, 2 

I woke up Gary for his watch. 3 

Q. So nothing -- did anything happen during your watch? 4 

A. No.  The sea state was building.  It was building.  It was 5 

getting shitty.  Couple times, you know, it's getting some -- 6 

there was getting to be some big seas.  And like I said, when Gary 7 

came up, we talked about it.  I asked him, like, well, maybe we 8 

should change course or, you know, like -- he didn't really seem 9 

concerned, and he's been doing it a long time.  I respect him.  So 10 

didn't think anything of it. 11 

Q. Right. 12 

A. Yeah. 13 

Q. Okay, then you go back below, right? 14 

A. Go back below for about 1 1/2, 2 hours maybe.  Not really 15 

sure, just because I was, whatever, watching a movie.  And -- oh, 16 

no, it must -- it was -- I didn't make it through the movie, so it 17 

was probably an hour, maybe.  An hour or so.  And the boat's kind 18 

of listing a little bit.  I almost, I almost thought he was 19 

turning around, you know what I mean?  Because the boat kind of 20 

dips when you turn hard or whatever.  So I thought maybe, all 21 

right, he was turning around or something like that.  I don't 22 

know. 23 

 So I'm on the top rack; John's on the bottom.  John jumps out 24 

and runs upstairs just to see what's going on.  Yells down to me, 25 
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Dean, we're sinking.  I'm like, huh?  No, we're not.  It's a big 1 

ass boat.  The fuck are we going to sink from?  And then we rolled 2 

a little more, and I go, fuck, we're sinking.  I grab my pants and 3 

put my pants on.  I wish I would have put socks and some more shit 4 

on, in hindsight.  Again, didn't have really a whole lot of time.  5 

And I went, I went up to the wheelhouse and started seeing the 6 

situation, and I realized that we're in a fucking situation.  It's 7 

not fucking, you know -- I think a lot of the guys were kind of in 8 

deniability of it, that it wasn't happening.  And I kind of was 9 

too at first.  And then I was like, no, it's fucking happening.  10 

Whether we want it to happen or not, it's fucking happening.  So 11 

you either fucking live or you fucking die. 12 

 I told -- I was screaming at everybody, get your suit on.  13 

Get the fuck outside.  Go, let's go, we got to go.  Everybody was 14 

just kind of -- just like, I didn't know -- I couldn't hear 15 

exactly who, but everybody was just screaming, help, can't get my 16 

suit on; I need help.  Help, I can't -- I couldn't get back in 17 

there.  I couldn't do anything to help them.  I was -- if I could 18 

have, I would have.  There was nothing I could do.  I was trying 19 

to find a line or something I could throw in.  The whole -- it was 20 

a fucked situation.  And now looking back -- like, because 21 

everything to use to climb up was breaking, so they didn't really 22 

have anything to climb up to the door.  Because we're -- you know, 23 

at that point, we're sitting like that, and you know, we had to 24 

climb up.  Maybe there should be safety equipment, like, on each 25 
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side of the boat, of the wheelhouse.  Have, like, a little nylon 1 

ladder or something rolled up, so in a situation like that, you 2 

can throw it out, and now there's a fucking ladder or something.  3 

Because they didn't have anything.  Once those fucking boards and 4 

shit started breaking where I was at, there was really nothing to 5 

use.  You know, it was all, you know, slippery countertop and, you 6 

know, nothing to grip. 7 

Q. And sounds like you and John are situated at the high side, 8 

on the port side? 9 

A. Yeah, we were on the high side, port side after wheelhouse -- 10 

top of the wheelhouse door.  Port door. 11 

Q. Where is everybody else located? 12 

A. Gary was down at the captain's station, kind of, screaming. 13 

Q. Which is? 14 

A. All the way on the starboard side. 15 

Q. Starboard side. 16 

A. Yeah.  And he's screaming, and I'm screaming.  You know, call 17 

the fucking Coast Guard, call the fucking Coast Guard.  Call 18 

fucking mayday, mayday.  Because he was kind of in shock at first.  19 

And you know, I don't blame him for that.  Like, it's fucking 20 

shocking.  And yeah, it was just -- I was just, I was just telling 21 

him to call the Coast Guard.  Come on, let's go, let's go.  Get 22 

your shit.  Let's go.  Boat's sinking.  Let's go. 23 

Q. So about what time -- you woke Gary up about 7:15 p.m., you 24 

said? 25 
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A. Yes.  Yeah. 1 

Q. And then you were about an hour -- do you remember what movie 2 

your were watching?  Maybe that'll help -- have you seen the movie 3 

before?  Was it towards the end? 4 

A. Yeah, it was that new -- that Ferrari Ford movie.  I think -- 5 

I'm not sure what it's called.  Ferrari v. Ford [sic] or 6 

something. 7 

Q. Got you.  Yeah.  Yeah.  You remember what point in the movie 8 

was that that -- 9 

A. I was at the part right where they're getting the car that 10 

they're going to race in the Le Mans done with the driver that 11 

they wanted.  Because the first Le Mans that they entered, they 12 

didn't have the driver they wanted. 13 

Q. Okay.  And then that's right when it listed. 14 

A. Yeah, it was probably three-quarters of the movie, I would 15 

think. 16 

Q. Okay.  And you started it right when you got off of watch? 17 

A. Probably -- because I went down and ate a little bit.  18 

Probably 20 minutes, 1/2 hour after my watch. 19 

Q. Okay, so you started 20 minutes after -- 20 

A. Yeah, probably. 21 

Q. Okay.  That'll give us a good, a good timeline there. 22 

A. What time did that mayday go out? 23 

Q. I have it.  I can get it in my notes afterward -- 24 

A. Yeah, yeah, yeah.  That's fine.  That's fine.  I was just 25 
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curious. 1 

Q. -- and bring it to the timeline.  Yeah.  Okay. 2 

A. Because my timeline was all fucked up once we got into the 3 

chopper.  I was thinking it was more like 12, 1 o'clock.  But time 4 

flies -- 5 

Q. Yeah.  It goes really slow.  Yeah. 6 

A. -- I guess, when you're fucking going to fucking die. 7 

Q. Right.  Okay.  Yeah, definitely appreciate all the, all the 8 

information.  You gave me a lot to go off of here. 9 

A. Yeah, there's just a lot of safety equipment that was just 10 

worthless.  Like, they really need to -- like, yeah, they have it.  11 

They can check it off that it's there.  But is it, is it useable?  12 

No.  It's not. 13 

Q. So the EPIRB didn't work as intended, and the light on top of 14 

the life raft didn't work as intended. 15 

A. Well, it did at first.  Because when it came to me, it was 16 

all fucking -- just, beautiful glowing life raft.  Most beautiful 17 

thing I ever seen.  And then, yeah, and then about 5, 10 minutes 18 

of us fucking falling around it in, then that thing went out.  And 19 

I'm, like, fucking pissed. 20 

Q. Did anything else not work?  I know you have some issues and 21 

design flaws.  But did anything, like, just straight-up not work 22 

or fail? 23 

A. No, not -- I guess not -- well, fail.  Like, the fucking 24 

flares were sinking.  I thought that's a major fucking fail.  25 
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Just, all the equipment.  Where are the bags situated?  Like, 1 

there's 4 feet of fucking water in this thing.  Because you know, 2 

because we didn't pop -- it popped when it was underwater.  So it 3 

came up soaked with fucking water.  Okay.  And like I said, that 4 

probably helped with our stability.  And yeah, nothing failed, 5 

except for how they had it situated.  That was a fail.  Like, 6 

everything was tied down.  And it should have been like -- 7 

Q. The life raft design itself?  Okay. 8 

A. Yeah, well, just every -- all the safety equipment in the 9 

raft or whatever, like the duffle bag or whatever.  It's got major 10 

fucking ties all over it.  Fucking Gumby gloves.  How the fuck am 11 

I going to get this off?  It should have a tie with, like, a -- 12 

where you have the end where you just pull the end.  Pops it out.  13 

Done.  Go.  Take your shit and go. 14 

 Actually, all that shit should be elevated above the rubber 15 

line or, like, float up in the center or something so it's just 16 

there.  Like, at first we're looking for it.  We can't find it 17 

because there's so much water and it was dark.  You know, and 18 

yeah, and then the stuff in it is all wrapped up super tight in 19 

plastic.  Like, again, how the fuck am I going to open this shit?  20 

It was really fucking frustrating.  So that kind of helped ease my 21 

tension, because I took my focus off dying to focus on how mad I 22 

was that this equipment just sucked.  And so then I was determined 23 

to live so I can go yell at those fucking people. 24 

Q. So John had mentioned that the boat made some repairs to the 25 
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chute.  They had some steel work going on. 1 

A. Again, I wasn't there for that. 2 

Q. Okay.  You didn't, you didn't see any steel that was cut out 3 

on the deck that you guys disposed of or -- 4 

A. There was some steel that we got rid of.  I don't know where 5 

it came from. 6 

Q. Don't know where it came from.  Okay. 7 

A. No.  I was just -- 8 

Q. Any idea how much steel there was? 9 

A. It was, like, just a -- I mean, it was just a little pile of 10 

flat plate steel, like, maybe like that high.  It wasn't, it 11 

wasn't a whole lot. 12 

Q. That high?  How -- 13 

A. No, it was probably this high.  Maybe like that. 14 

Q. Okay, so was that, like, a foot tall? 15 

A. Yeah, maybe a foot tall.  Fucking just of, just -- and they 16 

were, you know, they were -- each piece -- there's a small piece, 17 

a big piece, a small.  You know.  It was a mix.  Like, it was -- 18 

looked like it was all, like, deck plate.  So again, nothing 19 

stability, or -- you would think. 20 

Q. Yeah.  Any idea how many, like, square feet of steel that 21 

would be? 22 

A. I don't know.  50, maybe?  25 foot, roughly.  Again, and I 23 

wasn't there to -- I don't know if they had that -- where it came 24 

from or what. 25 
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Q. Right.  And fully understand, asking these questions, that 1 

you had -- 2 

A. Yeah.  Yeah, yeah, yeah. 3 

Q. -- a day on the boat.  You know, like, definitely understand 4 

that.  Okay.  So you got a lot of experience as a fisherman.  You 5 

know, in your opinion, like, what do you think happened, being on 6 

board, seeing everything you saw and putting your experience to 7 

work? 8 

A. Yeah, I know maybe the -- with whatever the stability report 9 

was, but obviously, we were probably a little heavy.  So maybe if 10 

we didn't have so many pots on -- and again, I'm not blaming 11 

anybody.  I was just -- it's what the report said:  you do what 12 

you think you can do.  And it wasn't a crazy big stack.  It 13 

wasn't, like, something like I'm, like, whoa, this is -- I mean, I 14 

was kind of like that just because I had to climb up and down it, 15 

but it wasn't scary.  And again, everything was chained down.  It 16 

was, it was nice -- it was a nice, tight stack.  They're 7-by-8 17 

pots, so those are big, heavy fucking pots.  Maybe the stability 18 

report was -- I really don't know, and I'm not passing blame on 19 

anybody. 20 

Q. Yeah.  No, just want to ask an, ask an open-ended -- 21 

A. Yeah, yeah, yeah.  Yeah, totally.  Yeah, I just -- 22 

Q. Yeah, you're an experienced fisherman. 23 

A. You know, well, I mean, we're leaning -- either that, or 24 

because I mean, we're taking waves or just something -- one of the 25 
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-- got water in the tank?  Who knows?  Slack tank, or it could, it 1 

could be anything, but -- 2 

Q. Where were you guys taking the waves from? 3 

A. On the starboard side. 4 

Q. Starboard side. 5 

A. It was probably like -- the boat's heading like this.  The 6 

waves are, waves are coming kind of kitty corner like that. 7 

Q. So is your boat -- is your bow right there, where the waves 8 

hit? 9 

A. Yeah.  Kind of like this. 10 

Q. From across this way? 11 

A. Yeah.  Yeah.  Yeah, like that. 12 

Q. Got you.  Okay. 13 

A. A little more, a little more to the bow.  Probably -- yeah, 14 

probably more like right there. 15 

Q. Got you.  So like three-quarters of the -- 16 

A. Yeah. 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. So almost right into it.  Just kind of, you know -- 19 

Q. Right.  Okay.  So in between that first watch on the 31st and 20 

your second watch, you said you saw ice accumulation on your first 21 

watch, right? 22 

A. Yeah, just, like, a glaze. 23 

Q. Like a glaze.  Okay, and then, and then how thick was it on 24 

your second watch? 25 
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A. An inch or -- you know, it had a little bit.  A little inch 1 

or two, maybe.  But again, nothing too, like, this is critical; we 2 

need to get it off. 3 

Q. Something you'd seen before on watch. 4 

A. Yeah, and it wasn't, again, it wasn't anything too -- I 5 

didn't think it was too crazy.  Like, but then again, I really 6 

don't know what the stability, whatever.  But obviously -- you 7 

know, and who knows?  Maybe something failed and flooded that 8 

side.  That's, you know -- who knows?  But I don't know what it 9 

was, but eventually we were too heavy on that fucking side.  10 

Whatever the fucking deal was, from my professional opinion, we 11 

were too heavy on that side eventually. 12 

Q. Now where could you physically see the ice from the bridge? 13 

A. From my watch, I'd sit in the captain's chair.  I see it on 14 

the bow.  And you could see it on the outside and top pots, kind 15 

of.  But I mean, you know, I was bitching.  Like, this is going to 16 

suck to have to set these fucking ice cubes.  Because you know, 17 

the line's heavy, and fucking -- yeah, this is a nightmare.  So I 18 

was bitching about that.  But yeah, nothing that I haven't seen 19 

before, so -- 20 

Q. And icing, did that come back to the second -- what would it 21 

be?  Row of pots? 22 

A. Yeah, yeah.  The first -- the pots on the bow were pretty 23 

bricked up.  The pots on the -- by the -- you know, on the actual 24 

deck just -- the first two pots, maybe, were starting to get kind 25 



37 

Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 

of good coverage, and then it was lighter as it went back. 1 

Q. Okay.  Okay. 2 

A. Well, again, because the waves were coming, you know, like, 3 

kind of like here.  So we weren't getting that much spray back 4 

over there. 5 

Q. It was more this -- yeah.  No, that makes sense.  All right.  6 

Is there anything else you think I feel like -- you feel like I 7 

missed?  Anything you want to discuss?  Any other questions you 8 

think I should have asked you? 9 

A. No.  You know, and I've fished for a long time, and I'm all 10 

for being a badass and working as much as we can.  But again, for 11 

the rationalization thing, we fucked this whole industry up and 12 

fucking, like, stole it from, you know, the future generations.  I 13 

say give it to people that don't even fuck it up.  And it's -- 14 

again, and for safety, but then there's no rules implemented for 15 

safety.  So it was just a fucking lie, because I never noticed a 16 

fucking difference.  Matter of fact, we probably work fucking 17 

harder, because now we have more crab to catch for less fucking 18 

money. 19 

 Yeah, it was fucking -- you know what?  And I'm all for being 20 

a -- I've fucking worked 3 days straight, fucking badass and shit.  21 

But some people can't handle doing that shit.  And your muscles 22 

get beat and this and that.  And it's fine when you're all working 23 

and shit and everything's fine.  But in a critical situation, 24 

being all beat down and tired and shit, there's no fucking way.  25 
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Like, I was having a problem, I mean, just from a day or two of 1 

climbing around.  You know, again, I was sitting at home for the 2 

last month or whatever, so I wasn't in the greatest shape I could 3 

have been in.  And yeah, so that's normal for the first couple 4 

days being back.  And didn't really think too much of it. 5 

 But I don't know.  Maybe, you know, 18 hours a day is, that's 6 

a good day.  Like, and that's -- any normal fucking person, that's 7 

a long fucking day.  And it's pretty fucking grueling-ass fucking 8 

work.  So I don't think, I don't think anybody should have to work 9 

longer than 18 hours a day.  I mean, I get it.  Want to get done, 10 

and this and that.  But there just gets to a point where it's 11 

just, it's just stupid.  Like, and then you just get so fucking 12 

tired and, you know, just, you're fucking beat.  I mean, I've seen 13 

grown men cry from this shit.  Like, it's not an easy fucking job 14 

by any fucking means. 15 

 Yeah, that's my only thing.  That's my only complaint, 16 

because the whole rationalization, like, totally fucked the whole 17 

industry up, in my opinion, for people that don't own boats or own 18 

quota.  You know, so I don't know.  They should have made it so 19 

people that work in the industry benefited from the change, not 20 

people that their family did it 20 years ago and now they get to 21 

sit on a beach and collect a check.  Now it's not every case, and 22 

I'm -- you know, and the people that -- and I can't blame them 23 

either.  Like, well, I would do the same fucking thing.  There's 24 

no rules against it, you know.  I'm jealous.  But I don't think 25 
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it's right; I think it's fucking wrong.  Nobody should own the 1 

fucking ocean.  And it should benefit the people that fucking are 2 

there doing it.  The lease fees are a fucking joke. 3 

 LT   Dean, I really appreciate it. 4 

 MR. GRIBBLE:  Yeah. 5 

 LT   You give a lot of good info.  Mike, did you have 6 

any questions from your end? 7 

 MR. BARCOTT:  No, I didn't.  I think he covered it all.  8 

Dean, thank you very much.  And I assume Gelia or somebody is 9 

taking care of whatever it is you need today? 10 

 MR. GRIBBLE:  Yeah.  Yeah, she is.  Thank you. 11 

 MR. BARCOTT:  Okay.  Okay, thank you. 12 

 LT   All right, Mike, that's all I had.  And like I 13 

said, I'm getting witness statements from these guys in the 96 14 

hour.  If you guys could give me that party in interest 15 

information, we'll be all set. 16 

 MR. BARCOTT:  I will get that off.  And if you're going to 17 

have any other interviews, if you could let me know?  And I 18 

already am making a list of the documents that I know you're going 19 

to want to see.  So we'll get the most recent stability study and 20 

survey to you.  There was a stability study done last June just 6 21 

months ago. 22 

 LT   Excellent.  Okay.  Thank you, Mike.  Appreciate 23 

it. 24 

 MR. BARCOTT:  Okay.  Thank you. 25 








