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INTERVIEW

(9:38 a.m.)

LT - Okay, this is Lieutenant - - Marine
Safety Detachment Kodiak with the United States Coast Guard.
Today is 5 January 2019 [sic]. Time on deck is 0938. We are here
conducting an interview in regards to the sinking of the Scandies
Rose. Again, my name is Lieutenant - - -,
Marine Safety Detachment Kodiak with the U.S. Coast Guard.

MR. BARNUM: My name 1is Bart Barnum, NTSB Office of Marine
Safety. Barnum, B-A-R-N-U-M.

MR. KNAGIN: My name is --

MR. BARCOTT: And this is --

MR. KNAGIN: -- Gary Knagin, K-N-A-G-I-N. And it is '20, not
'19.

LT - Oh, 2020. Thank you. Takes a bit to get used to
that.

MR. KNAGIN: Yeah.

LT And Gary, do we have your permission to be

recording this interview?

MR. KNAGIN: Absolutely.

LT - Thank you. And on the phone, we have?

MR. BARCOTT: This is Mike Barcott. I'm an attorney in
Seattle. We represent the owners of the Scandies Rose and a party
in interest in these proceedings.

And Gary, before we begin, I want to tell you how much I
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appreciated your help on the morning of the 1st, helping us get
together with John and Dean. And at that time when I was talking
to you, I didn't have any appreciation for how close you guys
were, of course, to Gary. And we are very, very sorry for the
loss that you and Gerry have experienced here.

MR. KNAGIN: I appreciate that.

INTERVIEW OF GARY KNAGIN

BY LT-
Q. Okay. Just to start off, Gary, if you could give us just
your background, who you are, where you grew up, experience
fishing?
A. I was born in Kodiak in 1957. So, fished all my life.
Started salmon fishing with my dad back in, I think, '68, '69. We
were little kids going out on the boat with him. And then I --
first time I went crab fishing was with my dad, obviously. I
think that was 1976. Made a couple of trips towards the end of
the season. And then after that, the first year I went to the
Bering Sea was in '79. And pretty much went almost every year up

until I was 56 years old. And I think the last time I went out

was on the Provider for just -- take a guy's place at the --
during the king crab season. Maybe -- what year was that? I
can't remember. It was like 4 or 5 years ago.

And so was out there for many, many years. And seen too many
of this sort of thing happen, that's for sure.

Q. What's your relationship to the Scandies Rose?
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A. My wife's brother was Gary, and I've known him since we were
in school together. Junior high, I think, is the first time I met

him. He was a year behind me in school, and we basically grew up

together.

Q. You guys ever work together?

A. You know, we never did. Never did. He was -- we talked
about it, and we shot pool a lot together. Just -- yeah, we never

did get the opportunity to both be on the same boat.

Q. Could you tell us a little bit about Gary?

A. Well, he was just a real good friend. And Gerry and I were
actually together in high school, and then we parted ways and got
back together about 10 years ago. But Gary and I kept in contact
throughout the years, and he was always a pretty fun-loving guy.
And ladies liked him a lot and all that. It was -- and we just
did a lot of fun stuff together. He was a pretty good guy. I
don't know what else to say about him. Just, this hit pretty
close to home this time; that's for sure.

Q. Both of you being very experienced fishermen, I'm sure that
was a big topic of conversation between the two of you.

A. Oh, yeah, we talked about fishing, and we talked on the radio
and dispatch every now and then, you know, he'd call. I got that
little Rubicon. And we talked when he was up in Bristol Bay and
when he was tendering and that stuff, and getting ready to go out
for king crab and stuff, I'd be -- we'd talk once a week, maybe,

on the dispatch Jjust, you know, keeping each other kind of in
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touch with what was going on. Wasn't that real tight with him,
but every time he came to town, we did see each other, so -- yeah.
I don't know.

Q. What was his reputation as a captain?

A. You know, as a captain, I've heard from most of the guys that
he was pretty fair. And perfect safety record. It just blows me
away that this happened, because there are so many guys that have
talked about his safety and the boat being the beast that it was.

But he did mention one time, and I can't remember exactly
when. We did talk about the trash chute on that boat. He said
there was -- it was up on deck. It was bad enough where he could
almost stick his finger through the deck. And I can't remember
exactly when they did that work, but I know they were working on
it. He was saying, yeah, this is pretty damn important, and start
making -- it's a little spooky. And that was just in the last
year or so, and I can't remember exactly when.

But I know they did have some welding done, and I just don't
know if they did it out of the water or if it was in the water
when they did it. I'm not sure who did the work. We didn't
really get into it that much, you know. But I basically just
assumed that he was keeping a pretty close eye on what was going
on there, and he must have been good with it.

But maybe there was some more to it than he knew, because
when I talked to those guys on -- at my house that day that you

interviewed them, they both said that that list -- there was

Free State Reporting, Inc.
(410) 974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

icing, yes, but one, I believe he said was 20 years in the Bering
Sea and the other one was 25, and they've seen plenty of icing,
and I have too. And I've been on boats with ice a foot thick, and
we were dumping gear just to get, just to get it off the boat.
And those guys said that there was not enough to warrant what
happened. So that's -- it just still blows me away. So something
besides icing, I believe, happened to this boat to cause that.
Q. And I understand it's speculation right now, but with your
experience, you know, what could those other things possibly be?
A. What I'm thinking is maybe they didn't get enough done on
that, and with -- maybe there was some other place that was weak
further down or for the back. I don't know. But in the
conditions that they're -- that I have heard were happening, they
were taking a pretty good beating on that side. And who knows?
Maybe it popped a hole in the outer skin and then filled one of
the voids up, and maybe it was, like, half the void was full or
something. And in that condition, the boat's flopping back and
forth, and maybe with that -- with the deterioration of the
bulkhead or something, maybe, the rust or something from all those
years, that water sloshing back and forth may have gave way to
something for the back or in another bulkhead or into the crab
tank or -- I don't know.

But it just leads me to believe that that -- something like
that happened, as fast as those guys said that that thing flopped

over. Because they said that it threw him in the wheelhouse and
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he hit his head, and they were in the water immediately in the
wheelhouse. And then they said that the stern went down sideways.
If it was icing, it just seems to me that that thing would have
flipped all the way over and floated upside-down. But that engine
room or that cabin or something in the back had to fill up to drag
the stern down first. I don't know. It just -- like I say, or
you said too, it's speculation. But that's my best guess.

Q. No, it's really helpful with your experience. 1It's
definitely a reason why we have you in here as well.

A. Right.

Q. Not just your relationship, but also your expertise. So we
definitely appreciate that. Did you have any other --

A. I know the -- I'm not sure what -- the guys said that Gary
fell. Brock was on the floor, and he fell down that way as well.
And David was in his suit, and they were calling him to get out
the door. And he kept looking back at his dad, and they had to
push away from the boat because it was going down and that's -- so
it doesn't sound to me like anybody else got out of there. And
like they said, like -- you know, you guys did not find any debris
or anything like that. So Gary, I would venture to guess, had
everything tied down. He knew the weather was going to be crappy,
and the boat -- I know he went out in crap like that many times
before with that boat and it handled it just fine. Just, still
just blows me away. But I really don't know that I have anything

else.
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Q. Okay. Gary mentioned the shit chute, and he made some
repairs down there. Did he mention any other issues, either
structural conditions of the boat or equipment that was giving him
troubles?
A. No, everything else, he seemed, was -- he was pretty happy
with. It was -- I know they kept up on that thing a lot. It went
down there every year. And I was —-- you know, to be perfectly
honest, I have only been on that boat, 1like, maybe five or six
times. I was on it a couple of times in Seattle and a couple --
you know, three or four times here in Kodiak, and that was it. Go
down, and I'd just go down and visit -- mostly just went in
through the wheelhouse door. I think in Seattle is the only time
I went in through the galley door.

And that's what kind of -- that door being right -- there was
one on each side of the boat, so it was kind of different for me.

Because most of those guys have one door in the center and two

doors upstairs. But as big as that thing was, you know, there was
doors on each side. And I just don't know if that door had -- was
cracked, you know, had -- to get some air in there. Because those

things get hotter than hell, and even in that kind of weather, it
gets pretty damn toasty in that house back there with those two
big freaking mills down there cranking out all that freaking heat,
you know. And plus, you know, heaters and whatever else everybody
has going on in there, and cooking and whatever. And they were

insulated pretty good. So sometimes, guys kept those doors open.
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You know, so I don't know if that door was -- could have been part
of what was going on? I don't know. I just -- everybody's
speculating. You see it on social media quite a bit. And thing
is, we don't know. And I know a lot more about what happened than

most of these guys that are speculating. And I don't know.

Q. Could you describe those doors a little bit for me, if you
remember?
A. Well, they're -- I believe they were steel and they had dogs

on them. But we used to crack them just a little bit, you know,
and put the dog where you could -- that dog kept them open a
little bit, you know. So there was usually six handles. You
know, watertight doors. So I don't know.

Q. And last time you were on board the vessel was when?

A. Last time I went down there was, I believe, before king crab
this year. Yeah.

Q. Thinking back, anything about the condition of the vessel,
the doors themselves, watertight integrity, anything --

A. Everything -- you know, I went in through the wheelhouse
doors always. And I'd just step aboard, walk in, say hi, how's it
going. And the only other place I -- never usually went
downstairs. So I don't know anything about what kind of condition
the doors were down below, but I just do not see that they would
let those things go. Gary wouldn't do that, and I'm sure Dan and
all those guys -- the corporation, if there's something wrong,

they kept it up. So it -- that's what really just blows me away
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that this happened. And everything upstairs was fine. You know,
the doors that I went through. And the boat was always clean.

And I just -- yeah, I think they were probably in the best shape
they could be in, was my best guess, but that's -- like I say, I
don't know.

Q. Right. Knowing Gary and with your experience, could you kind
of talk us through Gary's preparation for getting ready for a trip
like this that he was about to take?

A. He usually went through everything, and that's -- like I said
before, you guys -- nobody found any debris, nothing like that.

So he had everything tied down, and he was that detail-oriented to
go through and look at everything, you know, before he took off.

Made sure the fuel, all the valves, everything's tied down and

everything was working, electronics. You know, there's just so
much to think about and so many variables. He was, he was pretty
meticulous about finding stuff, you know. If something was wrong,

he would find it and get somebody on it if he didn't do it

himself.
Q. How well did you know the other crew members --
A. I didn't, to be truthful. The first time I met those two

guys was at my house when you did. Well, I met them maybe just a

fuzz before you did because I brought them to my house, but yeah,

that was --
Q. I understand those guys —-- those two were newer to the boat.
A. Right.
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Q. Did you, did you have a relationship with David, Art and
Brock?

A. David, I knew David. I did not -- I know my brother talked
about Brock before. I didn't -- he fished with him a couple
years, and he said he was a top hand. And Art, I didn't know him.
Seth, I did not know him. I didn't know anybody but really Gary

and David, so I don't have anything, any input at all with those

guys.
Q. Right. 1In preparation for a trip like this, any idea who
would have been in charge for -- of loading the deck, tank levels,

how jobs were delineated on board?

A. I would venture that probably the engineer, who I believe was
Art --

Q. Correct.

A. -- yeah, would probably be -- would have been pretty much in

charge of what was going on as far as loading stuff on deck. And
only to be -- Gary would probably be the only one that could
change anything on what he wanted to have happen.

Q. In what regards?

A. Just how the gear was stacked or whatever, you know. If
anything needed to be moved or tied down better or whatever.
Anything like that, so -- but it sounds to me like these guys were
-- you know, the amount of experience on the boat that -- and not
finding any debris, again, like you said, they weren't sloppy.

These guys were crackerjacks. They knew what was going on. They

Free State Reporting, Inc.
(410) 974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

14

knew how to take care of stuff, so just kind of shows how fragile
we really are.
Q. In your conversations with Gary, did you guys ever discuss,

you know, weather and icing conditions?

A. You know, we did. And he was a bit cocky on stuff, you know,
because it was a big boat. He'd say, yeah, I Jjust usually —--
normally just go, because the boat was that. And I've been on

boats like that before, and so I've been. And obviously, that --
as many years as I spent out there, we'd been caught in some
pretty tough weather. And I've been in weather where it's broken
right over, completely over the top of the house behind us.
Coming -- going with it, it broke and took every bit of the deck
off. There would -- false deck, except for six boards, and
swamped our forepeak. But I mean, thank god we got through that.
And when that happened, they -- I had guys that stayed in
their bunks. They would not get up. And there was a few of us in
the wheelhouse with survival suits just going, you know, this is
spooky, and some of those guys would not come out of their bunks.
So people react differently in different situations, but yeah,
Gary was —-- he did talk about weather, but -- and he was -- I'm
sure, had a scare a time or two at least. And he's, he was
mindful of it. I don't think he was scared of it. But yeah.
Other than that, I don't know if I have anything.
Q. Any idea how he checked the weather when he was, you know,

planning his trips out? What specifically he was looking at,
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whether it's an app or a weather service, and then, kind of, how
he makes his decisions?

A. It sounded to me like he talked with guys in different areas,
like guys out in Dutch and King Cove and, you know, anybody that
was out there, or possibly, you know, on-scene weather if he
could. And he would more than likely look at Windyty like we all
do, and the National Weather Service and weather buoys. Looking
at -- you know that we have so many options now. It just -- he
was smart enough to look at all that stuff.

Q. When was the last time you actually talked to Gary or David?
A. I actually talked to Gary a day before they left. I seen
them at Safeway, and he just said they were grabbing a last few
things and they were going to leave that night, but they did not.
They left the next day. And I'm not -- I can't remember exactly
why, but Gerry did tell me they didn't leave that night that I saw
them. He was standing in Safeway. I was actually just running to
get something for the house there, and he happened to be there
with a couple of crew members. And they just had a few things in
a cart, so it was like a last minute type thing. But for some
reason, they didn't leave that night. I don't know if somebody
was still not -- didn't show up or what happened. But I've been
busy getting ready for -- trying to get this little boat ready for
this little crab season we have around the island here, and --
yeah, so that's the last time I saw him. He just said he was

taking off, and I said be safe and good luck and see you next time
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around. Wish I'd knew it was going to be how it was, but it is

what it 1is.

0. Did he make any mention of the weather?

A. No.

Q. No concerns or anything in that conversation?

A. No. No. And I knew it was crappy out, but you know, I've
seen him leave in worse weather. And the boat handled it just
fine.

Q. Can you speak a little bit to Gary's approach to safety as a

captain? Safety equipment on his boat, training his crew?

A. I've seen him make sure the guys -- guys would be trying to
grind or something without safety glasses or something, and he'd
yell at them. That's when he would yell. 1It's like, you know,
bullshit, get some glasses on. You know, anything. Gloves,
whatever, you know. So he was pretty mindful of everybody's
safety. I was -- you know, he'd been around a long time. You
know, you don't get to that spot by not being aware of stuff. So
I don't know. But no, I believe he was real safety-conscious.

Q. Can you speak a little bit to the business side of the
Scandies Rose? Did you and Gary have conversations?

A. He was pretty happy about just sending some money down and
saying that he was going to be 48 percent owner of the boat right
after the first cod trip, I believe is what he told me. That's
when that was supposed to be finalized, after the first cod trip

or something, that he was going to be 48 percent owner. And he
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just sent a bunch of money down to take care of that. And he was
pretty excited about that, and he said, but I'm also scared
shitless. One guy could just decide to pull some IFQs off of the
table and give them to somebody else, and that would screw him out
of his deal. But other than that --

Q. He ever discuss his relationships with the other owners of
the vessel?

A. Seemed to be like, you know, they got along pretty well. I'm
sure there was, you know -- they banged heads, I'm sure, more than
once, but you know, because he was pretty boneheaded sometimes.
Strong-headed, I should say, but --

Q. "He" being Gary or --

A. Yeah. You know, and there's egos involved, I'm sure, in
that. Everybody has one. But no, they seemed to me like they got
along pretty well. Because they were together and, you know,
partners for a lot of years. And you know, I mean, you get any
kind of relationship like that, you're going to have differences
of opinion. But no, they seemed like they were pretty tight,
actually.

Q. Knowing what you know about the fishery and the business
side, you know, basically how to, how to go out and make money as
well as knowing Gary and his personal situation, can you think of
any reason he would need to push it to get down to Dutch Harbor by
a certain date?

A. He was just -- he'd just go, you know. I mean, but like I
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said, those weather conditions, I've seen him do it in worse
situations. And they were just fine. But no, I don't think he
was -- he wasn't making a rash decision, I don't think. I think
something happened to that boat. It was something physical that
happened to that boat. It wasn't -- I just do not see any reason
that something, some decision he made as far as being a captain,
driving the boat in that weather, it's -- I've been in weather
like that many times. Just, I don't -- there's no way that I
think that it's any one part of the variable. There had to be a
few things stacked up that made this happen. You know, just no, I
don't think so. It wasn't -- he wasn't making a rash decision and
pushing it too hard. Really don't think so.

Q. Can you remember a time when Gary decided not to go underway
due to weather?

A. I do. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah, it was a few years back, but it
was —-- he decided to wait. And we actually went out and had a few
drinks and played some pool that night. And I asked. I was kind
of teasing him, going, what's -- what are you doing here still?

And he goes, well, you been outside?

Q. Do you remember what the forecast was for that trip?
A. I don't. I do not. You know, I mean, I didn't pay that much
attention to it. I had, you know, obviously, other stuff going

on. And we did not really talk about stuff like that, you know.
Just like I say, Jjoking around, you know, shooting pool. Yeah, I

don't know what else to say.
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Q. With your 30 years experience in the Bering, when he got
underway and you knowing what the forecast was, did you, did you
have any -- would you have done it differently? I know, I know

hindsight. You know, take that out of the equation, but --

A. Right. ©No. No, I would have, I would have probably gone.
You know, I haven't been driving a boat out there much. I
drove -- I did it, tried it one time. I didn't like it. That's

why, like I told you earlier, I was on deck my whole time out

there, because I didn't like sitting in the wheelhouse. But yeah,

it wouldn't have, wouldn't have bothered me to go. I would have
went.

Q. You ever --

A. There was a couple of times that I was on a boat out in

Dutch, and I said no, I don't want to go. And we didn't. And

there was a whole bunch of us on the boat going, you know, this is

bullshit. Every one of us looked and said this is -- no, this
isn't smart. So we stayed and went the next day. But no, I would
have went. And looking at that forecast and the weather
conditions, I Jjust don't see -- I mean, I've been in bigger seas
than that. And I was concerned. I've only been scared a couple
times out there, and mostly at Unimak Pass. So no, I don't think
that -- in hindsight, obviously it was a bad decision, because

something went wrong, or a, or a stack of things went wrong.
Something happened that we don't know about. But other than that,

no, I would have went.

Free State Reporting, Inc.
(410) 974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

Q. In your conversations with Gary, did you ever discuss
procedures for icing conditions, what you would do?

A. No. No, we never talked about anything like that. But I
mean, 30 years out there, there was -- and with the amount of
experience on there, the guys knew you just get your shit on and
go out there and beat that crap off and run with it. Just pretty
standard procedure.

Q. I know you talked to John and Dean about the icing conditions
that they saw on board.

A. I did.

Q. With your experience and knowing the Scandies Rose -- I know
you didn't work on it, but you know, what kind of thickness of
icing would you start to become concerned?

A. I would say probably 6 to 8 inches, you know, I'd be starting
to go, well, hey, now we need to get these off of here. But it
sounded like to me there wasn't that much on there. Knowing the
boat, I would say -- yeah. I know 3 or 4 inches, you definitely
need to get out there and start getting that shit off. The guys
should be out there beating on it. You know, I don't know how
much was on there and when it needed to be -- you know, if they
needed to start beating it yet or what. But I know it didn't help
any, the situation any. But that's another part -- one of the
variables that could have, could have and probably did have
something to do with it. But yeah, those guys, when I talked to

them, it did not seem to bother them with how much ice was on the
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boat. And you know, on smaller boats that we had, it sounded to
me like more ice than what they had, so I don't know. Just don't
know.

Q. Tapping into your experience again and understanding that
there is a bit of speculation here, if you could put yourself in
Gary's shoes, you know, transiting in the wvicinity of Sutwik
Island, 198 pots on deck. Icing conditions are reported as 1 to 2
inches. He's coming up on watch. There's a l-degree list. He's
taking the helm. Everybody else is down below. And obviously, at
some point we know the boat came over a little bit heavier. We
know the boat turned hard to starboard toward Sutwik Island. Any
insight to what Gary would have been thinking from a plan of
attack standpoint? What, maybe, he was trying to do in that
situation, obviously before the boat rolled over and was not able
to be saved?

A. I would say he was going to go in and anchor up and try to
figure out what the hell was going on. That would be my best
guess. That's what I would do, and anybody with any brains at all
would be going in to go find out what the hell is going on with
it. Well, you know, there's a list that isn't supposed to be

there. And no alarms went off. That's what it sounded like to

me. So yeah, I -- that would be my best guess on what happened,
where he was heading into it. I'm thinking he went in towards
Yarntarni [sic] or Yantarni. I always called it Yarntarni. I

don't know why.
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But anyway, that'd be my guess, is he was trying to get in
there to go anchor up. And yeah, that's what I would have been
doing too. And it sounded like he was snuggled in pretty damn
close, really, for -- that's what we usually did, was we get in
pretty tight along that shore, especially in the northwest. You
know, get in the lee of it as best you can, so -- when the weather
was a lot nicer, we always just, you know, did a straight shot.
That was kind of a little bit more boring, but you know, Jjust made
more sense to go from point A to point B instead of snuggling up
against the shore. But that's -- we do that a lot on every boat
I've ever been on. You know, hide from the weather. It just
makes sense.

Q. Did you ever discuss that route with Gary as it pertains to
weather? Do you know if he had, kind of, a process or a routine?
A. You know, we talked about it over the years, and I've talked
about it with a lot of guys. And it's all kind of almost common
sense between everybody. You know, it's, like, what we do.
There's a lot more rocks and stuff you have to deal with going in

closer to shore and islands and all that bullshit, but it's --

yeah, no. Never really even thought about it.
Q. Any idea if Gary ever tarped his stack?
A. You know, I don't know that. 1I've only been on a couple of

boats that we've done that on. I've always thought about that
Never Sea stuff. Or NeverWet. You ever seen that product? I

thought about maybe some kind of -- if there was a paint or some
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kind of coating that I could put on boats and keep that stuff.
Because I know we usually use that shrink wrap and wrapped our --
all our rails and the mast and all that stuff. And I know

those -- that helped. Like, we -- one wave, it can hit, and then
all that stuff would freeze on that stuff, and we'd hit the next
wave and see all that ice drop down on deck from up above. You
know, that was kind of -- I really think that some sort of

paint -- and I think I've heard there is some, but it's super
expensive. It sure seems like somebody could come up with some

way to make that --

Q. Did you ever see a tarp on the Scandies Rose?

A. I never really paid attention, to be perfectly honest. No.
Q. What was your relationship like with David?

A. David? You know, I didn't really talk to him too much. He
was —-- he had his own little group, and they -- he was kind of a

little nerdy. You know, liked to play his games and stuff, his --
and yeah, so I didn't -- we never really -- we kind of basically
acknowledged each other's presence.

Q. Do you remember any conversations about the condition of the
boat or working on board? Yeah, relationships.

A. He loved being on that boat. Yeah. Yeah, I don't -- other
than that, I haven't really talked to him about it, but I know he
was —-- when we were -- ever we had any family gatherings,
Thanksgiving, stuff like that, he was always upbeat about the boat

and happy being there.
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Q. We understand it's been a really, really hard year for your
family even before this incident happened. The loss of both
Gerry's parents. You think that had any impact on Gary's state of
mind, wellbeing?

A. You know, he was closer to his mom, I think, than he was his
dad. But no, I don't really think that that would have been that
much of a detriment to what was going on. Really, he wasn't
distraught or anything like that enough to warrant being -- his
decision making, I don't think.

Q. Any use of drugs or alcohol?

A. You know, we'd have beers once in a while. But this time, we
really -- we didn't go out and have a beer. And there's been more
than once when he just wouldn't. And sometimes he'd have one and
just say, hey, I can't have anymore; I got stuff going on. So he
was pretty mindful of that. It was --

Q. Typical night, going out, shooting pool, if he didn't have

something going on, how many, how many beers would he have in a

night?

A. You know, three or four. We'd have three or four beers, and
I'd usually take off. And don't get me wrong. Younger years when
we were -- 30 years ago, we'd go picking -- be sideways when I

don't remember going home, you know. But you know, I mean, that
all kind of -- I mean, by 9:30 at night, I'm ready to go just wait
for the news and I'm crashed out, and I'm up by the time the 30-

year-olds are coming home. That's the way it is now. And he was
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pretty much the same, I think.

Q. Knowing Gary like you did and with your experience, if Gary
had any inkling that the, you know, condition of the boat wasn't
to his liking, or weather, do you, do you have any doubts that he
would have postponed the trip?

A. Absolutely he would have freaking stayed and got it fixed.
And he'd have been on the phone talking to Dan and explaining what
was going on, and saying this has to happen because we can't
freaking leave like this. And so -- but yeah, I'd -- if there was
any reason not to go safety-wise, I think that he would have
probably postponed it for sure.

Q. If he was in that position where he wanted to postpone a
trip, would he receive any pressure to go out and fish?

A. Not that I'm aware of. I think, you know, I think there was
-— I think the company's probably been, over the years, safety-
conscious enough. There's probably been enough accidents and
stuff where I don't see it happening, no. I can't place the blame
on anybody. I'm not throwing anybody under the bus on that.
There's no freaking way. I mean, just look at this thing, you
know? Thing was a beast.

Q. Gary, that's all the prepared questions I have. Just open it
up. Do you feel like there's anything we didn't discuss or maybe
something I didn't ask you during this interview that you wanted
to bring up?

A. Not that I can think of. No, I just wish we could turn back

Free State Reporting, Inc.
(410) 974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

the clock, but we always do wish that on this. And a whole bunch
of other things would be cool, right?

LT - I really appreciate it. Again, my deepest
condolences for the loss and, you know, family members. And
definitely our deepest sympathies for what you guys are going
through. I know this is a really hard thing to talk about. And
it sheds a lot of light for us in our investigation, so greatly
appreciate it.

MR. KNAGIN: Yeah. I have no problem talking to you guys. I
didn't want to talk to the news. I have zero interest in being on
TV. But yeah, with -- if this helps at all, I would -- I have no
problem with that.

LT - I can tell you it certainly does.

MR. KNAGIN: I appreciate it.

LT - Definitely appreciate the time. 1I'll pass it over
to Bart now for further questions.

MR. BARNUM: Thanks, Gary. Just a couple follow-ups.

BY MR. BARNUM:

Q. I'm not a crabber. I'm new to the whole crabbing industry.
Been looking at the picture of Scandies Rose. This is when she

came into Kodiak, I believe, right around, right before

Thanksgiving?
A. Yeah.
Q. How would you describe the pots stack? 1Is that four high or
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A. Yeah, that's four high on top. Yeah, on top. The ones on
deck. Yeah. And looks like a pretty tight stack.

Q. Is it -- it looks like it stepped down here on the starboard
side. 1Is this just -- is it four on the starboard side and then
five over here?

A. Well, you've got the ones standing up on deck down here.
They're standing this way. And then you got one, two, three, four
—-— looks like three on the side here. And then they probably have
some down the middle so he can -- and a lot of the guys, that's
how we used to do it. See how this -- there's a couple right up
on top up here on that side, but this gives him a better view of
up on the bow there from up here so he can tie up or whatever.

You know, pay attention to where you're going, driving. I'wve been

Q. So it looks like this tier here is four high, and then on the
other side, one --

A. Yeah, just one pot over. There's one pot over it. So I'm
not positive, but I'll bet you that's just two going down the
center. It could, it could be all the way across to the other
side, but a lot of times, they -- we used to just go four across
and then just stick two -- a row or two in the center on top there
to block these windows off in the middle. You can't see out of
those, but --

Q. So possibly the starboard side is looking similar to this

port side here, pots --
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A. Yeah. On the port side, yeah. Right.

Q. Did you see the vessel when she left on the 30th of December?
A. I did not. I did not. I didn't go down. I didn't even
realize they were leaving. I was -- can't even remember what I

was doing, but I got home and Gerry said, yeah, they took off.

It's like, oh, a good deal.

Q. I was just curious if this was a similar arrangement to when
they left.
A. I believe so. Yeah, I think I saw -- she showed me a

picture, I think, that David took. He posted a picture on
Facebook, and it was pretty similar.

Q. Okay. The waste chute they had replaced, repaired, it's on
the starboard side.

A. Starboard side. Yeah. Probably right here, would be my

guess, where this water's coming out right here.

Q. Was there also one on the port side?

A. No.

Q. No?

A. I don't think so. Pretty sure. There's usually one just
right behind the launcher. And we usually had -- how they were

set up, and I didn't really pay that much attention to this one in
particular. You know, it's just -- there was like a big steel

door that we had a line on it. We just grabbed ahold of that, and
we had that where we could tie it off, tie it open. And there was

a —-- you know, big enough for one of those tanner taxis, we call
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them, the big -- they're plastic totes. We could shove in those
totes on the one side. And a lot of them, we -- I don't know if
he had a chute coming right off of the sorting table going into
that, or if they dumped them into those -- off the sorting table
and drug them up to it and dumped them or what. But it's -- I've
been on boats that had it both ways, and some of them even had
like a 30-foot freaking long piece of aluminum that we had to use
to —-- those were kind of a pain in the ass, but --

Q. Looking at the house of the Scandies, so here on the

starboard side, you can exit the wheelhouse --

A. Yeah.

Q. -—- and there's a ladder well going down to the main deck?

A. Right.

Q. And then there's a doorway leading into the accommodations at

the bottom?

A. I believe those were aft. There was -- and then the ones
that I'm talking about, they were like -- the front of the house,
we're looking at the front of the house right here from the deck.
There was one here and one here. And this rail right here came up
right here at about -- right here. And then this. So this -- the
house came up like this. And this is just a rail right here, but
there was a door here and a door here. And looking aft at the
stern of it -- pretty sure this -- I think I might have pictures
of this too, but there was a ladder going up here. I think there

was a door here and a door here. And a ladder or stairs going up,
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and there was a door here and a door here. I thought I saw
pictures of that. I should have probably -- you know, and I don't
think I, I don't -- I didn't save the damn things. They're on
Facebook.

Q. Okay. And this bow area, there's obviously a decking here.
A. Right.

Q. How do you get down to the main deck from that?

A. There was a ladder over on this side here. Pretty sure. And

I think there's a pretty good-sized shelter deck too over here.
And I think there was a hatch that opened up. I don't remember.
I've been on so many of these damn things, you know, but a lot of
them have that, a lot of them have that shelter deck. You know, I
mean, you got -- if you're looking at the boat from the side
there, a lot, a lot of them come back like this. And I think that
one might have went all the way back. But there was a -- and the
crane would be, like, right here, but -- and the house is here.
But a lot of them -- I think this -- I'm not sure if this one
here -- yeah, it did come off. That's right. He had all that
crap off of there. And I believe there was -- this was solid up
here that -- but this stuff, this piece right here, he took that
off, and I believe it might have been in two pieces. But it was a
-—- we brought it out to -- he started out at his dad's last spring
out in their yard. He had a -- they live out on Spruce Cape out
there and they have an acre out there, and they had a -- he had a

little corner that he brought that stuff in. Glenn Dick brought
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it out with his crane truck from Arc-n-Spark.

Q. So these pots here, is it -- is there a step-up on the main
deck, or are they just -- stack another row up here?
A. There is -- like, if you look at the bow, straight down at

it, I think that came like this. And this was up. And you could
go underneath it. So I think there's probably pots underneath
there, and then there's an area right in here for the bait and all
that stuff underneath there. And I believe that that -- you know,
the crane is right here. And I think that crane used to sit right
up on top. They'd let you have an area to set it down up there,
but -- and there's a cradle for it. But those pots would -- I'm
not, and I'm not sure how many, if it was two that they could put
up there or three or what, you know. But they -- you know, we
used to slide a couple underneath along some of the other boats.
But pretty sure that had like, maybe even there was a hatch right
here with a ladder that went straight down.

Q. Okay. All right, thank you.

A. And then there was another door to get a hatch in here to get
up into the forepeak. Most of the guys have their freezers up in
here. So I never really even went up forward. You know, whenever
I went on that boat, I went aboard the boat, in the door and up
the full ship with Gary. And I've been in the wheelhouse, his
stateroom and then the galley. So other than, other than that, I
never really wandered around the boat before. 1It's like --

0. Yeah, well, it's more than I've been on it. I mean, that's
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good. Yeah.

A. It's a freaking boat, you know? I mean, I've been on a
shitload of them and kind of knew what was -- I don't need to go
look at every freaking -- how everybody's stuff is laid out.

0. Do you remember where the accommodation, where the bunkrooms
were?

A. Down below. And he -- there was a -- his stateroom was up on
this level here. And the other -- all the crew stayed down below
here, and I'm not sure exactly what the layout was. But I know
that in the galley, looking straight down, say this is the -- this
is inside the house right here. The door came in right here.
There was a door coming in here. Door coming in here. And I'm
not sure. We'd go -- came in. There was, I think, a little
companionway. Come in this way. There was a door going down into

the engine room here. And there was a galley over here. And

there was -- this is, like, kitchen type galley. This is where
you sat. There's table and chairs and stuff was here. So I'm
guessing that the guys were -- I don't know how these were all set

up, but could go right up the stairs right here to go up to where

Gary's was. And his stateroom was up on the upper level.

Q. Just his alone?

A. I'm not positive. I can't remember that. There might have
been one on each side. I Jjust don't remember. I know he had --
his stateroom was big. It had a big -- it was as big as this
room, I believe, and then it had its own head and had -- there was
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an area. I think he had -- I thought there was a hot tub or
something up in there. It was nice.
Q. So traditionally on these boats, would the engineer sleep

closest to the engine room or what?

A. Sometimes. Some of -- a lot of times too, the engineer's is
up on the same level as the captain's. And I'm thinking that
might be the case with this one. I don't know. I really don't —--

I just, like I said, didn't pay a whole lot of attention to how

the boat was laid out. I know it was clean and all that before --
and that's the kind of guys that I fish with, were -- you know,
most of the time. So it was almost kind of just -- never really

pay attention to it, you know? The ones that I did pay attention
to were the guys that were sloppy, were sloppy, you know. So —--—
Q. Understand that I'm not that familiar with this fishery, but
I understand, you know, chopping ice is extremely physical, labor-
intensive job. No one likes doing it.

A. Yeah.

Q. But it's a job that is done frequently. Can you put how
often a season does it, does it take place?

A. There was some years that we didn't do it at all and some
years that were just like, Jesus, why are we here? We're doing
this bullshit again, you know, where you beat ice for 3 or 4 hours
and then you got to haul gear for an hour or two, and then you got
to beat ice for a couple more hours. And so sometimes, it's just

like, just seems like your entire day is just beating ice and
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shoveling that crap back over the side. And then you got to go
and haul gear for a little bit longer and then -- that really
wears a guy out.

Q. You said traditionally you're beating ice more on a smaller

vessel than a bigger vessel or --

A. No.

Q. No?

A. It doesn't have any freaking -- it doesn't discriminate on
size. ©No. So when it's --

Q. If you're the captain of a bigger vessel, you're still --
A. Absolutely.

Q. -- doing it.

A. Yeah.

Q. Would certain captains be hesitant about sending their crew

out there, if they were overworking them and they needed their

rest or —--

A. No.

Q. No?

A. I never seen that. They were just, like, there was many a

time when I used to say, god, I don't want to go out there in that
shit. And they'd say, you know, I don't want to send you out
there in that shit, but we have to. You got to go. It's like, it
is what it is. And I'm sure all those guys understood the
situation.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Great. That's all I have for now.
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Lieutenant?

LT - Yeah, just a couple more questions.

Q. We know, with the stack they had on the Scandies Rose, there
was no alleyway. There was no easy way to get forward to check
the bow, check for ice and that sort of thing.

A. Oh, there wasn't?

Q. No. Would that concern you at all, being a senior, you know,
experienced deckhand? Have you, have you been on boats where

there was no alleyway?

A. Yeah. I have. There was -- it just surprised me with that
size that there wasn't, but yeah. ©No. No, I've been on them
both, you know. Either way. There was an alleyway, and

sometimes, you know, 1f there was a possible way to stack them
where you could leave one, most of the guys would. But if the
pots fit right down in there perfect, why bring those -- that
leaves -- puts more weight lower, you know. So yeah, no, going
over the top of the stack was no big deal.

Q. Would you be able to go over the top of the stack in the
prevailing conditions that the Scandies Rose was experiencing?

A. Absolutely. Absolutely, yeah. I've been over the top of the
stack in 30-foot seas before. Because we got to --

0. You think Gary would have -- go ahead.

A. It would just -- you got to, you know, got to do what you got

to do, you know? And that was just, like, you have to get up
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there to go dump the damn things. And I've been, you know, I've
been on the things where you have to beat the web so you can grab
a hold of it on your hands and knees, you know, and have a place
to stick your feet. Break ice so you can have a place to grab --
get your fingers into and hang on as you're going across. But
once the first guy goes, you've got a little path, you know, so —--
Q. Was it common practice to go forward and check the amount of
ice you were, you were building in the bow area? Had you been on
boats where that's a common practice, you know, at the end of your
round or something or --

A. You pretty much could see what's going on. There's, you know
-- 1f it, if it starts to be a concern, you know it from --
without having to go up there.

Q. From the bridge, you'd be able to determine if it was an
issue. Okay.

A. Yeah. Absolutely. Yeah.

Q. Do you think Gary would have any hesitation in sending one of
his guys up?

A. No. No. I mean, if he was concerned about -- it would have
been not one of those guys. It's, hey, guys, get your shit on and

start breaking this stuff off.

Q. Right. Regardless of the weather conditions.

A. Yeah. It just is what it is. You know, I mean, nobody wants
to die. That's not the whole deal. It's like, guys, it's -- and
it's not -- it wouldn't have been a, could you guys please? It'd
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be, get your shit on and get out there, you know. This is not a
request. This is an order. Get this -- get that crap off of
here.

0. Right. We've had, you know, interviews with people who've
done work on the boat, yourself and your wife. Is there anyone
either in town or out of town that you can think of that would
have intimate knowledge of the vessel that we should talk to?

A. Not right offhand. This guy called me -- I do a lot of work
with Sully and those guys out in Paradigm. You know, you know
those guys, I'm sure. In fact, Russell's grabbing me some stuff
out of Middle Bay right now. And we -- I went and got the Ocean
Liberty in Petersburg. I had -- I can't remember what happened,
but the -- Naki (ph.) and those guys had to fly back out of there.
And we —-- this guy Greg Alexander was on there. And he called me,

and he said that he ran that boat before, but I don't remember

when. But the guy is a bit of a pompous ass. If you meet him,
he's just -- but I can let you listen to his -- where the hell is
it? That's one step I need -- to his message, if you want.

Q. That'd be great.

RECORDING: Hello, Gary. Hey, this is Greg Alexander. We
sailed together 2 years ago on Sully's boat there. Hey, buddy, I
really want to say I'm so sorry about this terrible, terrible
tragedy. And it's just -- I've just been sick over it, and I'm so
SOrry.

I wanted to tell you, you know, I used to run that boat, and
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Gary was one of my very, very best friends. We fished around each
other and communicated with each other for many, many years in the
Bering Sea. He was one of my fishing partners. I know -- and I,
and I worked for Dan Mattsen too. Both him and Dan, first-class
people with the boat. Always keeping it up, everything. And I

know what a, what a stellar job that Gary always did, and Dan too,

his partner, managing partner. But set all that aside, I mean, I
-- shit. I admired Gary so much and his safety record,
everything.

The reason why I'm calling, Gary, 1is Channel 2 news. I do

not know how they got ahold of me, but I got a call from an Aubrey
something, one of the newspaper guys in Anchorage. I live down in
Arizona, and I'm down here right now. And I made one comment, and
that was that, you know, thank God that the two guys were rescued.
You're truly blessed. I thank God (indiscernible) hours in there.
May peace be with you. That's my post. That's the only post I've
made. And I'm watching all the stupid shit that some people are
posting, and people are speculating and all this other stuff. But
I didn't want to answer Anchorage, Alaska channel -- the newspaper
there. I have not talked with them. They've left two messages

wanting to ask me questions about Gary. And the only thing I

can --
(End of playback.)
MR. KNAGIN: Basically he just goes on and on about the
freaking news now. So anyway, you get the gist of the -- I was
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actually surprised that -- I've never really heard Gary mention
Greg's name, and now he's his best friend. But you know --

BY LT-
Q. Do you have his phone number?
A. It's got to be on here, would be my guess. Yeah. So yeah, I
guess if I have his name, it must be -- here it is. Yeah. There

it is right there.

Q. _ Okay, and that's Greg Alexander. And when you

say Sully's boat, which boat?

A. The Ocean Liberty.
Q. Ocean Liberty.
A. The one that's sitting out in Dutch.

Q. Yep.
A Yeah. Yeah, I went down there and helped bring it from

Petersburg to --

Q. Got you. You work on Sea Strike?
A. No, I've --
Q. I think I ran into you on there once. When you came in, I

thought you looked familiar.

A. Perhaps. Maybe we went, maybe we went to Port Bailey
together or something.

Q. Wasn't that.

A. Yeah, there could have been -- or maybe when what's-his-name
was driving it for the first time.

0. No, I wasn't there for that. No.
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A. There was -- I'm standing here up in the wheelhouse and I
looked -- I was standing behind everybody watching, and he was --
I could see he was getting pretty nervous about just getting into
Dog Bay, and I went, ah, ah, ah, ah, ah. He just -- because he's
just freaking -- I know his heart just jumped right up in his
throat, you know.

Q. That's not an easy bay to get into there. 1It's a tight turn
in a bigger boat, but --

A. Yeah. Well, I mean, it's just, it's a boat. It's a good-
sized boat like that. It was just like -- it's the first time he
ever put it in the water after Sully got it. He never really
drove it before and moved it over, and he wanted me to help him
move it. He called me up, and I went down there. And I Jjump in,
and he threw it in the water, you know, and I was messing around
with the lines and stuff. And then Sully's voice comes over on
the loud hailer and he says, get up here. And I was like, yeah,
okay. So I come up there and like, what's going on? And he goes,
well, those guys can handle those lines; I'm just worried about
driving this thing. I never drove anything this big before. And

I started laughing. I said, okay, Sully, you got this. Don't

WOrry.
Q. Yeah. Excellent.
A. So he just wanted to -- he said, just push me out of the way

if I start fucking up.

Q. So you had, you had Greg Alexander. Anyone else you can
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think of to talk to? Prior crew members, prior engineers?

A. I don't really -- didn't really pay that much attention to
what Gary's -- you know? Because I had my stuff going on, and we
-- you know, I never told him who my crew members were and he
never really -- we never really talked about who crew members
were, SO —-—

Q. Right. Okay. Obviously not having the boat to be able to
look at right now, the more information on the condition we can
get. So as you're going, as you're talking to people, I'm sure,
going through Gary's things, whatever it might be, if you do come
across individuals you think we should talk to or --

A. Absolutely.

Q. -—- any documentation, definitely please get it to us. That'd
be, that'd be fantastic. Definitely be a big help. Do you know
of any documentation Gary had on the boat? Drawings, plans?
Yeah.

A. No idea. 1If he did, I would venture to -- anything that

wasn't on the boat would be at his house.

Q. Okay. Okay, I don't know how that process will work with the
family.

A. Right. And I have --

Q. But we're certainly interested as it comes up.

A. I don't know who would be -- I only went over there a couple

of times with Gerry, mostly. I've been over there a couple times

with him, but -- just him and I. But other than that, I didn't
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really —-- he stayed with us a couple of times when he was having
trouble with a girl, you know, that was staying at his house

and --

0. I know -- and some family members are coming into town. You
think Dillon and Jenny will be the ones going through his things
or —-

A. I don't know that that's the case. Maybe -- I don't know if
Eric still lives there. Barbie would probably be a good one to
talk to on that as far as finding stuff in the house. That's his
daughter. Yeah, so --

Q. And we did mention that to Gerry as well. And if we can make
sure that gets passed along to anyone as they're going through, if

things seem to be —--

A. Sure.
Q. -- of interest, to please get them over to us. Just a couple
more questions. Gary ever talk about the yard work that was done

down in Washington?

A. No.

Q. No? Never talked about the --

A. Nothing.

Q. -- good quality of the work they do or --

A No, I would imagine that they'd have -- you know, they
weren't going to be -- wouldn't get some schmoe off the street to

do their stuff.

Q. Okay. He ever talk about the stability that was recently
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done on the vessel?
A. No.
Q. Any conversations regarding that? Okay. Gary ever talk

about his stability book and his process for loading --

A. No.
Q. -— the conditions? Okay. Excellent.
A. No, just seemed like it was something that we just kind of

took for granted, you know? Just like --

LT - Okay. Bart, throw it over to you one more time.
Anything come up with those?

MR. BARNUM: No follow-ups on that. Thank you very much. T
appreciate it. And sorry for everything you've gone through and
are dealing with. Appreciate you coming in.

MR. KNAGIN: Yeah. I appreciate it. Thank you.

LT - Mike, did you have anything?

MR. BARCOTT: No, I don't have anything. Gary, thank you
very much.

MR. KNAGIN: Certainly.

LT - Gary, one last opportunity before we stop the
recorders here. Anything else you think we should have discussed
here today?

MR. KNAGIN: ©Not that I'm aware of right now. No, so —--

LT - And again, if something comes up, you walk out of
here, lightbulb goes off --

MR. KNAGIN: Absolutely.
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LT - -—- wake up at 3 o'clock in the morning, have an
epiphany of some kind, or like I said, come across something or
somebody we should talk to, please get it across to us.

MR. KNAGIN: Sure. Absolutely.

LT - The more information we can get, even if it, if it
doesn't seem like it would be that valuable, the more we can
compile, the better kind of story we can tell and come up with
what might have happened, so --

MR. KNAGIN: Yeah. I know he did -- any kind of, like, when
he ever had, ever had anything real heavy to move and stuff like
that, Arc-n-Spark did it for him. So they might have some kind of
insight. I don't know. You know, and I'm not sure how much
welding they've done for him, but it would just make sense that he
would have them do anything in here in Kodiak, so --

LT - Okay. This last job was Highmark. Any idea why
he went with Highmark for this job?

MR. KNAGIN: ©No idea. Maybe Glenn was too busy. Or -- yeah,
I don't know.

LT - Okay. No, that's helpful. We'll definitely reach
out.

Okay, well, that concludes our interview. I'm going to go
ahead and stop the recorders. Time on deck is 10:59.

(Whereupon, at 10:59 a.m., the interview was concluded.)
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