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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(9:45 a.m.) 2 

 LT   All right, I just started the recorder.  And so 3 

today is January 1, 2020.  This is Lieutenant Junior Grade -- or 4 

Lieutenant    Time is 0945 local Alaska.  I'm here at 5 

 in Kodiak, Alaska. 6 

 Could you state your name? 7 

 MR. LAWLER:  John Lawler. 8 

 LT   And I'm interviewing John today in regards to the 9 

sinking of the Scandies Rose, which is a 130-foot, 195-gross-ton 10 

fishing vessel.  And on the phone, we also have -- could you 11 

introduce yourself, sir? 12 

 MR. BARCOTT:  Yeah.  This is Mike Barcott.  I'm attorney for 13 

the owners of the vessel and party in interest. 14 

 LT   Okay.  Okay, excellent. 15 

INTERVIEW OF JOHN LAWLER 16 

 BY LT  17 

Q. So John, if you could just kind of start me out with generic 18 

-- like, how long, how long you been fishing for?  How long you 19 

been on the vessel for? 20 

A. I've been fishing for -- since I was 23, and I'm 34 now, so 21 

that's 11 years. 22 

Q. Yeah. 23 

A. And how long on the vessel?  This is my first season on this 24 

vessel. 25 
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Q. First season on board? 1 

A. Yeah. 2 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And then in terms of this specific trip, where 3 

did you guys depart from? 4 

A. We departed from Kodiak. 5 

Q. From Kodiak.  On what day? 6 

A. That would have been Monday the 30th?  Monday.  It was 7 

Monday, but whatever that day is. 8 

Q. And where were you guys heading? 9 

A. We were heading out to dump our gear on cod grounds.  So we 10 

were on our way to go through False Pass and out past Shelikof to 11 

the cod grounds.  Gary told me about 150 miles past there, past 12 

Shelikof.  Sorry. 13 

Q. Okay.  How long were you guys in Kodiak for? 14 

A. I arrived on Friday.  That's when I flew in.  I was here 15 

Friday, Saturday.  Sunday, we was doing gear work, getting pots 16 

switched over to do cod. 17 

Q. Right.  And was the whole crew in Kodiak for that crew time? 18 

A. Dean wasn't.  Dean didn't show up until Sunday, I believe, 19 

because there was another sailor that was going to be on the boat, 20 

and he decided to quit.  So we had to find a replacement. 21 

Q. Right.  Okay.  And how many, how many crew on board? 22 

A. There was six of us. 23 

Q. Six total? 24 

A. Yeah.  And the skipper, so seven total. 25 
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Q. Seven total.  Okay.  Got you.  Could you just run through 1 

their names real quick? 2 

A. Gary Cobban.  I don't know some last names, but Brock.  Art.  3 

How do you pronounce his name?  I can't think of his name right 4 

now. 5 

Q. Brock, Seth Rousseau. 6 

A. It's Seth, but it was -- we were calling him something else.  7 

I think it was -- 8 

Q. Okay.  Seth was his name, though? 9 

A. Yeah.  The cook.  And then David, Gary's son.  And then Dean 10 

and myself. 11 

Q. Okay.  And so this is your first time with the boat, first 12 

time meeting up with them, first time being on board was here in 13 

Kodiak -- 14 

A. Yes, sir. 15 

Q. -- before you guys departed.  What were your initial 16 

impressions of the boat? 17 

A. I mean, I've always seen the Scandies Rose out in the bay, 18 

and it's always been -- looks to be a well-kept boat in my 19 

opinion. 20 

Q. Okay.  Excellent.  And anything about the crew strike you? 21 

A. No.  I mean, the only thing that struck me funny was I was 22 

having a lot of bad dreams on the boat.  That's all superstition 23 

and stuff, so that doesn't really play a part of this, so -- 24 

Q. Okay.  And so you guys were going out to fish for cod.  How 25 
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was the vessel loaded?  How many pots? 1 

A. It was between 190 and 200.  Somewhere in there.  And if I 2 

actually had a layout of the boat itself for that -- 3 

Q. You'd be able to draw it out for me? 4 

A. Yeah, because I was the one that craned them on, so I know 5 

where they were at and everything. 6 

Q. Okay.  And you actually craned on the pots? 7 

A. Yeah. 8 

Q. And where'd you guys load? 9 

A. At the old Trident dock there.  Old westward dock. 10 

Q. Yeah.  Any idea what specific size and weight those pots are? 11 

A. 8-bys. 12 

Q. 8-bys.  When you say "8-by," 8 by? 13 

A. I don't know the other dimension.  There's some down there 14 

right now. 15 

Q. Standard size.  Right, yeah.  Okay. 16 

A. So an 8-by.  I just always call them 8-by. 17 

Q. And how many, how many high were they?  Was it, was it 18 

different throughout the vessel or -- 19 

A. We had four tiers high all the way through.  And then on the 20 

starboard side, the side that actually heeled over, it was only 21 

three high all the way down.  That way, the skipper could actually 22 

see, have the visual. 23 

Q. Okay.  So four high everywhere you could, and then three high 24 

just for visual. 25 
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A. Yeah.  Chains on everything. 1 

Q. Yeah.  And you said what on everything? 2 

A. We had chains on every row. 3 

Q. Chains on every row.  Okay.  Okay.  And then so you were in 4 

charge of loading the pots on board.  Who was actually, like -- 5 

A. Well, when I had got there, there was already some on board.  6 

And then I did the rest of them.  So I was in charge of what now?  7 

What were you going to ask? 8 

Q. Actually, like, securing the pots and determining -- were you 9 

determining where all those pots were going, or -- 10 

A. No. 11 

Q. -- that was Gary? 12 

A. That was -- because I was first time on the boat.  So, like, 13 

Brock, who had been on the boat 15 years, I guess, he knew how the 14 

boat stacked.  Same with Art.  He got an idea -- and Art was 15 

helping secure some pots.  And then David secured a few as well.  16 

It was kind of a mixed bag. 17 

Q. Yeah, yeah, no.  Definitely understand.  Okay.  And then once 18 

all the pots were loaded, what -- could you describe the condition 19 

of the vessel, especially, like, trim, list, how low you guys were 20 

sitting in the water? 21 

A. I mean, it was just like anything.  Once you get everything 22 

out on the crane, put what we want, the boat's going to list a 23 

little bit one way or the other.  So then the chief would transfer 24 

fuel if need be, and then we can -- I thought we were trim, we 25 
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were trim when we left. 1 

Q. Okay.  Fully trim?  Yeah. 2 

A. Yeah. 3 

Q. Do you feel like the boat was sitting lower than -- I know 4 

you hadn't been on board before, but were you surprised how low it 5 

was sitting in the water or anything?  Anything strike you 6 

unusual? 7 

A. Well, I -- you know, I've only worked on one schooner, which 8 

was the Wizard.  The only thing I could say that I thought was 9 

when -- my bunk, that I was upstairs, and you have your light.  10 

That's here up by your head.  That's actually the way you're 11 

supposed to lay.  So that's bow forward.  I felt like my feet were 12 

up -- my head was down.  Like, kind of like I wanted, I wanted to 13 

switch -- it wasn't, like, terrible at any point.  But enough for 14 

me to want to, like, turn around positions, because it's like -- 15 

but I mean, naturally that's what happens when you tank down and 16 

put pots on.  You know, even on a house-forward boat. 17 

Q. Yeah, yeah.  Did you discuss that with anybody else, or 18 

anybody else notice that it was -- 19 

A. No, because it wasn't really like -- I would sometimes laugh 20 

about it with -- 21 

Q. Right.  Probably didn't notice until you laid down to -- 22 

A. Yeah. 23 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  Good idea.  Yeah, now if you could take me 24 

through?  So you guys, you guys ended up leaving Kodiak on the 25 
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30th.  Take me through, you know, kind of, loading up, getting 1 

underway, anything -- 2 

A. Secured the deck, just like any other boat I worked on.  Took 3 

off to make our trip.  Loaded groceries, loaded everything else, 4 

took water, took fuel.  Made sure everything was secure and did 5 

our safety drills right before we left.  That's one thing I will 6 

say, is he was -- Gary was very thorough with his safety drills.  7 

Like, more than any other skipper I've worked for, he took the 8 

time to walk through everything and, like, make guys try the 9 

survival suit on.  Or one guy, anyways. 10 

Q. Yeah.  So what did you guys actually do for drills? 11 

A. He had, like, his boy do a mayday call.  Like, you know, a 12 

mock mayday call.  Had Dean try on a survival suit. 13 

Q. How many people got in the survival suits? 14 

A. Just Dean. 15 

Q. Dean? 16 

A. Most of us had already been in them, so just one, just get in 17 

and try it real quick.  And then looked at the life rafts, the way 18 

they -- we could deploy them.  The EPIRB, which did not work, 19 

unfortunately.  What else? 20 

Q. Did you guys -- 21 

A. Fire extinguishers.  We talked about the fire suppression 22 

system for the engine room.  So we went through everything.  It 23 

was a whole station bill.  Like, everyone knew what they were 24 

supposed to do. 25 
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Q. Awesome.  And you said the EPIRB didn't work.  When you guys 1 

were at the pier going through the training, did you guys, did you 2 

guys test it while you were pier-side? 3 

A. No, I was saying when we were up there, it didn't work.  And 4 

that's actually a funny thing, because he had brought it in to 5 

show it to us, and he had accidentally flipped it and flipped it 6 

right back.  Because you know, obviously it's happened before, and 7 

then you end up calling you guys, and it's like, what the heck, 8 

you're at the dock.  He had made the comment -- he went and he 9 

said, well, hopefully I didn't send a signal out or whatever.  But 10 

I didn't see the light go on, so I don't think anything happened, 11 

so -- 12 

Q. Okay.  And that was when -- the day you guys left or the day 13 

before? 14 

A. Yeah.  Yeah. 15 

Q. Okay.  Did you ever see it work or -- no? 16 

A. I don't think -- you're not supposed to do turn them on 17 

unless it's -- 18 

Q. Right.  You can test them, but -- 19 

A. Right. 20 

Q. -- you guys never tested it?  You never held it up, like, 21 

halfway and saw it beep three times?  You never did any of that? 22 

A. Like, the flash three times? 23 

Q. Yeah. 24 

A. No. 25 
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Q. Okay.  Okay.  All right, so that kind of brings us up to you 1 

guys underway.  Was the 30th you were underway, and then the 31st 2 

was yesterday when the incident happened.  So kind of take me, 3 

like -- 4 

A. It was a lot of -- 5 

Q. Hours leading up.  What were you guys doing? 6 

A. -- sleep, wheel watch, sleep, wheel watch. 7 

Q. Sleep, wheel watch.  That was it? 8 

A. But Gary was taking the most of them.  And it went -- I was 9 

second-to-last and Dean was last, and then Gary would get up and 10 

drive for about 6 hours.  We all were doing, like, an hour a 11 

piece.  So 6 hours, and then Gary would drive for like 6 hours and 12 

put us back up. 13 

Q. Okay.  So Gary would do 6 hours -- 14 

A. Something like that.  He'd always drive a lot longer for us.  15 

Let us hang out. 16 

Q. And was everyone taking shifts?  All six other -- 17 

A. Yeah, yeah. 18 

Q. Everybody was doing an hour each? 19 

A. Yeah.  Check the engine room when we're done and so forth. 20 

Q. Awesome.  Anything out of the ordinary during the transit? 21 

A. No.  I mean, one time I noticed a little bit of a list, but 22 

you know, I leave it up to the engineer.  It wasn't, like, 23 

anything terrible and it wasn't, it wasn't even a list towards the 24 

side that we had the issue with; it was the other way.  So 25 
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actually, when I went up on my next watch, that was actually 1 

fixed.  So one of those things where, like, the chief must have 2 

transferred some fuel, so you know. 3 

Q. So what -- you said "the side you had an issue with."  The 4 

side when you were in Kodiak and -- 5 

A. No, when we actually sunk out there.  So we sunk to the 6 

starboard side.  When we were traveling on my first watch, I 7 

noticed a little bit of a port list.  Not much.  But then that was 8 

fixed on my second watch.  I just, I usually just, like, pay 9 

attention for little things like -- when I say I noticed a little 10 

list, it's, like, minute.  Like, when I'm, like, you know, playing 11 

chief in my head. 12 

Q. Yeah.  But nothing -- 13 

A. Nothing that would be a concern. 14 

Q. You're not walking sideways and all that. 15 

A. No, no.  Absolutely not. 16 

Q. Any idea on, like, what degree list it would be? 17 

A. It was like 5 maybe, if that.  Yeah. 18 

Q. Okay.  And same with when you guys were -- when you 19 

originally noticed it? 20 

A. When we started sinking? 21 

Q. Yeah. 22 

A. No, that was -- 23 

Q. Obviously it came over, but -- 24 

A. That was, that was something different.  That, like -- I 25 
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don't know.  It was -- I think I had just watched a movie in my 1 

bunk, and then I think I nodded out for a second.  But I woke up 2 

because I felt my body kind of roll into the -- in my bunk a 3 

little more.  And I could just tell, like, how much we were moving 4 

that something was wrong.  And I ran straight upstairs and I said, 5 

well, what the fuck's going on?  And Gary said, I don't fucking 6 

know, I don't fucking know.  And I knew that it was serious.  So I 7 

grabbed a survival suit. 8 

Q. So you know, you noticed that bit of a list.  You stood your 9 

watch.  How many, how many watches did you stand that day? 10 

A. Two.  And then so the second one, that's when -- because then 11 

I'm sure the ice is going to come up too.  I noticed a little bit 12 

of ice.  We were building a little ice on the bow. 13 

Q. So when did you first notice the ice? 14 

A. Actually, no.  I first noticed a little bit of ice on the 15 

first day of travel.  On the second day of travel, there was more, 16 

but nothing that -- I've seen -- like, nothing beat-worthy, like 17 

you're going to need to go out and start hammering it off.  Like, 18 

the -- if the stability is done right with the pots, it can take a 19 

little bit of ice on there too.  And this was nothing I would have 20 

been concerned about, nothing that would have taken the boat over 21 

that fast. 22 

Q. Right.  Could you, could you describe the ice a little bit? 23 

A. Filling the mesh in, like, the forward pots.  Like, the 24 

forward part of the stack a little bit.  And then -- 25 
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Q. About how thick? 1 

A. -- a little bit on the rail.  That was, like, maybe an inch. 2 

Q. An inch. 3 

A. An inch thick on the pots, and then, like, the railway, we 4 

had, like, a couple inches. 5 

Q. Okay.  And was that all the way up four stacks?  How high was 6 

it going? 7 

A. That was up the four stacks, but just up on the, on the bow 8 

area. 9 

Q. Only the bow. 10 

A. Yeah.  There was a little bit on the windows in the back and 11 

then some on the rail. 12 

Q. Right.  Okay.  Now what were the -- what was the sea state 13 

when you guys were transiting? 14 

A. Shitty at first.  I mean, the weather called for kind of 15 

shitty weather too.  It said it was going to be freezing spray.  16 

And actually, I was a little bit pleasantly surprised because the 17 

seas were calling for worse, I thought, than what I was seeing.  18 

So I would call them 15 footers, 20 footers. 19 

Q. Okay.  Was there ever a discussion to, you know, postpone the 20 

trip or -- 21 

A. No. 22 

Q. -- not go out? 23 

A. It was a big boat.  It was like, we'll just push through it.  24 

Like, I've been on boats where you're in that weather and it's 25 
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like, we should turn into it or jog into it.  Like, this boat 1 

didn't really feel like -- no problem.  Like, it was kind of 2 

cruising right through the weather. 3 

Q. Right, right.  Okay, so on the 30th, what time did you guys 4 

get underway at? 5 

A. It was like 7 o'clock at night or something like that, I 6 

think. 7 

Q. Okay.  And then when did you take your first watch? 8 

A. I don't recall exactly, but sometime -- it was whenever Gary 9 

got out of Kodiak here (indiscernible) course outside.  I think we 10 

took the west side way or whatever.  Whale's Pass.  We took 11 

Whale's Pass. 12 

Q. Yeah.  And you took over for Gary? 13 

A. No.  I switched over with David, his boy.  And I think it was 14 

-- I don't remember who went first.  I don't remember the watch 15 

list exactly.  But I know I was after David. 16 

Q. You were after David. 17 

A. Yeah. 18 

Q. Okay.  Did he pass anything off to you? 19 

A. No. 20 

Q. Okay.  He never mentioned anything about the ice or -- 21 

A. No. 22 

Q. -- any listing, or didn't see anything out of, out of -- 23 

A. The only thing that ever got mentioned about the ice was Dean 24 

was on watch after me.  And we're buddies, and he said -- he was 25 
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like, oh, great, this is going to be fun to set these pots when we 1 

get there.  Because we'd have to do it before we -- we'd bring ice 2 

cubes down and, you know, beat all the crap off them to get the 3 

doors open. 4 

Q. Right.  The concern was just for launching them -- 5 

A. Just for the workload. 6 

Q. -- and the workload, not -- 7 

A. Yeah, not for -- 8 

Q. -- for stability or anything. 9 

A. Yeah. 10 

Q. Okay.  All right, so you took your watch.  You had one on the 11 

31st?  You ended up having two on the 31st then, right?  Two 12 

watches? 13 

A. I guess.  Yeah, one of them was in the morning.  I think it 14 

was, like, in the morning around like -- I started, like, 7:45, 15 

8:45, and then in the evening was somewhere around the same type 16 

of deal, 12 hours later. 17 

Q. Okay.  So like 8 o'clock p.m. or -- it was around there, you 18 

said? 19 

A. Somewhere around there, yeah. 20 

Q. Okay.  And that's when you noticed the ice had -- 21 

A. A little, a little bit more. 22 

Q. -- accumulated a little bit more? 23 

A. Yeah. 24 

Q. So how much was -- you said it was an inch around that 8 25 
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o'clock time. 1 

A. That was the worst I ever saw, yeah. 2 

Q. Yeah, yeah.  Before that, on your first watch, how much ice 3 

were you looking at? 4 

A. Like, a little on the windshield and, like, a light, a light 5 

little bit on the railings.  Like, nothing. 6 

Q. Okay.  So now you took that 8:00 p.m. watch, stood it for 7 

about an hour.  So let's say to 9 o'clock, right? 8 

A. Yeah. 9 

Q. Kind of, walk me through what happened after that. 10 

A. Dean actually came up like 10 minutes early, relieved me.  I 11 

went down, and I think I watched a movie.  I started to watch a 12 

show or a movie.  I can't remember which one, but laid in my rack.  13 

And then Dean had come back in.  And we're just laying there, 14 

because he was done and then Gary was up.  So it wasn't long after 15 

Dean's watch was done.  And I think Dean did tell me that he had 16 

mentioned something to Gary, like, we're listing a little bit 17 

here, you know, to the starboard side.  And I figure what his 18 

response was to Dean and Dean told me, but I can't remember now.  19 

But any rate, came down, laid in his rack and then probably wasn't 20 

even like 10, 15 minutes after that.  The thing just really 21 

started to go, and that's when I woke up in a panic.  I jumped out 22 

of my bunk in a panic and ran upstairs. 23 

Q. So you passed off your watch to Dean. 24 

A. Yeah.  And Dean woke up Gary. 25 
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Q. And Dean woke up Gary.  Were you sleeping that whole time 1 

when Dean was on watch and -- 2 

A. No, I was watching a film. 3 

Q. Okay.  But you never felt a list or anything, I mean, 4 

until -- so while Dean was on watch, you didn't feel a list? 5 

A. No, the only thing I did notice, I did -- I will say this, 6 

because I do remember it.  I was going to mention something to 7 

Dean that -- it's always eerie to me, but the boat was shuddering 8 

a lot.  Like, when it was going through the weather, it felt like 9 

the vibration -- like, you know, my thought, my, like, paranoid 10 

head was, man, that's something weird, you know.  Good thing all 11 

the boat's in the water, because it felt like it would just, like, 12 

depart into two pieces.  That's the kind of, like, shudder you 13 

get.  But then again, I've been on boats that do that, and big 14 

seas. 15 

Q. Where were you guys taking the seas?  Were you bow into them 16 

or -- 17 

A. They were coming -- no, they were, they were quartering our 18 

port bow.  Yeah. 19 

Q. Port bow? 20 

A. I believe so, yeah. 21 

Q. Okay.  And -- 22 

A. I only remember, I only remember that because, when the boat 23 

laid over and I was standing up there, the waves were splashing 24 

over at me on the port side. 25 
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Q. Right.  And still at about 15 to 20 feet or -- 1 

A. Maybe not quite 20 then when we started heeling over, but I 2 

wasn't paying that much attention because I was more concerned 3 

about, like, what was going on in front of me. 4 

Q. Right.  Okay. 5 

A. The boat was just kind of like stagnantly, like -- you didn't 6 

even feel the waves.  It was kind of sitting there.  And to me, it 7 

felt like it was acquiring more and more water and getting 8 

heavier, and then it was gone. 9 

Q. Okay.  So each time you rolled, were you listing further -- 10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. -- and further each time? 12 

A. Yeah. 13 

Q. Okay.  So back to -- I know I keep focusing in on it, but 14 

it's -- those moments before the incident are really important 15 

just to figure out, you know, what exactly happened, try and piece 16 

it together.  So Dean relieved you.  You went down to your rack.  17 

And then Dean stood an hour watch. 18 

A. Yeah. 19 

Q. Woke up Gary.  Gary came up.  Were you present for any of 20 

that, or are you basically -- did you -- what was the condition of 21 

the boat when you were on the bridge? 22 

A. I was actually going to walk up there at one point -- when I 23 

left, when I left the bridge? 24 

Q. Did you? 25 
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A. When I left the bridge, what was the condition? 1 

Q. Yeah.  Yeah, what was the condition when you left? 2 

A. Everything seemed normal to me.  And then like, Dean had told 3 

me, he said it seemed like they were listing a little bit to the 4 

starboard side, which -- I was more focused on the movie, hanging 5 

out a little bit in my bunk, because you know, there isn't enough 6 

weather where you're going like this, so -- 7 

Q. Right.  Did he tell you -- come tell you that while he was on 8 

watch or -- 9 

A. No. 10 

Q. This is afterwards he told you. 11 

A. Afterwards.  After the whole thing happened. 12 

Q. Okay.  Got you.  Okay, so you were in your bunk, and then so 13 

take me, take me from there, when you're in your bunk. 14 

A. Just the boat all of a sudden heeled over really hard and it 15 

didn't come back.  And I knew something was wrong right away, and 16 

I just bolted out the door, like, panicked.  I was, I was like, 17 

this can't be happening.  Because I knew exactly, I knew exactly 18 

what was happening.  I'm no dummy.  I ran up the stairs and I go, 19 

what the fuck is going on?  What the fuck is going on?  It was 20 

like, there was no general alarm, nothing -- no type of alarm, 21 

like, to -- it just happened and there we were. 22 

 He was like, I don't know, I don't know.  I think we're 23 

fucking sinking, I think we're sinking.  Fuck, fuck, fuck.  And 24 

then it was just pure panic from there.  Like, I went to get the 25 
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survival suit.  And Dean came running up, and he was getting his; 1 

I was getting mine.  A couple other guys ran up.  Gary was on the 2 

track phone before this all happened with Houston off the Pac 3 

Sounder, because I heard him talking when I was with him.  And 4 

then he did one last transmission that, we're going down, we're 5 

going down, to Houston.  And then, like, a couple more guys got 6 

upstairs.  The engineer never made it up.  I don't know if he was 7 

still sleeping or what. 8 

 But there was -- I don't know.  Just pure mania when I got my 9 

suit on.  And the other guy, Brock, he was begging me to help him 10 

get his on.  I was doing as much as I could, but I already had -- 11 

my hands were in my suit, so trying -- like, he was just asking 12 

for help to get his feet him.  I'm like, you got to at least get 13 

your feet in so I can, you know, help pull your hood over or 14 

something.  But that's about all I got.  I can't really -- no good 15 

position.  And the boat just kept going.  I just -- the writing 16 

was on the wall.  I knew if I stood right where I was standing any 17 

longer, I was going to slide down to the captain's chair side, and 18 

good luck climbing out.  So I had to get out onto the flat side of 19 

the boat. 20 

 And I was outside waiting.  Dean came out.  And then Dean and 21 

I were telling everyone to get the hell out.  Like, get out of the 22 

wheelhouse.  Gary had fallen all the way back down.  There was no 23 

way he was coming back up.  If we would have tried to go back in 24 

there, we wouldn't be sitting here right now.  There was no way. 25 
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Q. So that initial heel over, were you -- 1 

A. It started, like, fairly manageable.  This, like, was in 5, 2 

10 minutes.  I had enough time to get my suit on, hear everyone 3 

panicking.  And like, people -- oh my god, we're going to die.  Oh 4 

my god, we're going to fucking die.  And all I could think of was, 5 

what do we do next?  Like, I've got my suit on.  So like I said, 6 

it's the first step, and what do we grab next?  We got to do 7 

something. 8 

Q. So when you -- were you asleep when that first big heel over 9 

came? 10 

A. I think I was just nodding off. 11 

Q. You were just starting to nod off. 12 

A. Yeah.  Yeah. 13 

Q. Okay.  And then shot out pretty quickly? 14 

A. I shot right out.  Yeah.  Yeah. 15 

Q. Any idea how many degrees that initial list was? 16 

A. I'd say 20-plus. 17 

Q. Okay.  And then I know it's hard, because there's a lot 18 

happening at that time, but any idea how much time elapsed 19 

between, you know, that 20-degree list -- 20 

A. When I went up and said, what the fuck's going on? 21 

Q. No, between that 20-degree list and the boat actually 22 

sinking. 23 

A. Well, that's what I'm saying.  The initial 20-degree list is 24 

when -- 25 
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Q. Got you. 1 

A. -- I went up and said, what the fuck's going on?  And the 2 

boat went -- well, I had enough time to get my survival suit on, 3 

to hear everyone panic, go outside.  And it kept going more and 4 

more.  I was trying to get a life ring off the side or some buoys 5 

or anything.  All the buoys were frozen to the rail, so I couldn't 6 

-- something we could have for extra buoyancy.  And then probably 7 

maybe -- I don't know.  The timeframe when that's all happening is 8 

like a -- you're just lost in time.  I mean, to me, it felt like 9 

it was only a couple minutes, and then before I knew it, I was 10 

actually standing on the house, on that flat -- so the whole boat 11 

was laying on its side, and the pots were touching the water out 12 

there.  And that's when I knew.  I was like, it's going over. 13 

 And Dean said, we got to stick together, we're going to stick 14 

together, we're going to get through this, don't worry about it.  15 

And I was like, I know, but fuck.  And then I think David was 16 

standing at the door but didn't want to come out.  And then it 17 

rolled more, so we walked out on the outside of the boat, like, 18 

where the scuppers are.  We're hanging onto that.  And you just 19 

saw the house go down and the bow come up.  And we just started 20 

floating.  I got blew off by a wave, and then there goes the boat.  21 

It's like, it's like, holy shit, these suits actually do float 22 

without any, like, blowing up or anything.  Not much, because I 23 

was, like, drinking water.  And then I looked at my left, and 24 

there's a raft and Dean's in it.  Because I was floating there for 25 
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a second, but it actually worked out well, because the wind was 1 

blowing that way.  The ice side.  So when the boat rolled over, 2 

both rafts deployed as soon as it went that way.  So we got off 3 

over here, so the wind blew them right at us, the rafts, and we 4 

were able to get in one. 5 

 And I sat there and I listened for people.  Like, maybe 6 

someone screaming or something.  But I mean, at that point, like, 7 

the rate of survival -- like, you got to stick and stay.  Like, if 8 

you're in the raft, like -- I don't know.  I don't know.  It was 9 

like, could have, should have or done what, but I don't think 10 

there was much I could have done.  The other guys were pure panic, 11 

like hyperventilating panic, you know?  Like, there's no, like, 12 

calming them down.  Like, they're going to end up hurting the 13 

whole situation because they were freaking out so bad.  I'm sure 14 

they teach you that in training too, but -- 15 

Q. So if you walk me through when you listed over, you ended up 16 

on the bridge.  Who was up there when you, when you first came up 17 

on the bridge? 18 

A. Just Gary. 19 

Q. Just Gary? 20 

A. Yeah. 21 

Q. Okay.  And what was the conversation and then -- 22 

A. I just said, what the fuck's happening here?  All he said, he 23 

goes, I don't know.  And he was looking out.  I think he pulled 24 

back on the throttle. 25 
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Q. Did he give any orders at that time or -- 1 

A. No, it was -- I already, I already knew I was going to go for 2 

the survival suit, because I could tell that boat wasn't, the boat 3 

wasn't coming back.  There was -- it was too far gone.  There was 4 

nothing that -- no pump or anything that was -- and if no alarm 5 

was going off, it's like, might have been -- if there was water, 6 

it was in a cavity that does not have a pump of some sort. 7 

Q. And where was your survival suit kept? 8 

A. In the wheelhouse. 9 

Q. It was up in the wheelhouse? 10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. And you put it on right there in the wheelhouse? 12 

A. Yeah, right next to that door.  And I was leaning -- you 13 

know, sitting downhill with my feet downhill.  Got it on, and then 14 

I was able to shimmy myself up.  Guys were trying to climb shit 15 

and shells were breaking and stuff. 16 

Q. Was everybody else's suit up there as well? 17 

A. Yeah.  Everyone's was. 18 

Q. So was anybody else able to get to their suit? 19 

A. I think there was three other guys that were able to get to 20 

their suit.  And I mean, they teach you your main focus is get 21 

your shit on first and then worry about your partners.  So that 22 

was my main focus, and then the boat was starting -- by the time I 23 

got mine on, the boat was already going.  I mean, I was trying to 24 

help Brock, but there was only so much I could do with basically 25 
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wearing mittens, you know. 1 

Q. Yeah.  So you said Brock was up there.  Gary was up on the 2 

bridge as well? 3 

A. Yeah. 4 

Q. Did he grab his suit? 5 

A. No, Gary made the mayday call because he had to do that.  And 6 

then he started climbing back up towards us and then fell.  7 

Because it was enough angle where he just, like, slid and fell.  8 

And he's an older guy, so keeping his balance is a little 9 

different for him.  And he smacked the side of the boat where his 10 

chair is.  And he didn't knock himself out, but there was no way 11 

he was going to, you know, hike himself back out of there. 12 

Q. Right.  So it's you, Brock, Gary.  Who else is in there? 13 

A. Yeah, and then Sorin was actually there on the other side, 14 

but he says -- he goes by Seth, but I think it was -- I don't 15 

remember if Sorin was up there or not. 16 

 MR. LAWLER:  Can I use the restroom real quick?  I got to -- 17 

 LT   Yeah.  No, definitely. 18 

 MR. LAWLER:  -- take a little break. 19 

 (Pause.) 20 

 MR. BARCOTT:  Hello? 21 

 LT   Yeah, Mike.  You still there? 22 

 MR. BARCOTT:  I'm still here.  We lost you there for about 30 23 

seconds. 24 

 LT   Yeah, John's just using the bathroom real quick. 25 



28 

Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 

 MR. BARCOTT:  Thank you. 1 

 LT   Yeah. 2 

 MR. LAWLER:  I just noticed my nose.  It's (indiscernible). 3 

 LT   You feeling okay? 4 

 MR. LAWLER:  Yeah.  Kind of still, like, out of it, but 5 

whatever. 6 

 LT   Got you. 7 

 BY LT  8 

Q. All right, so we still have the recorder going here.  We were 9 

kind of up to -- you were up on the bridge.  Gary had just fallen, 10 

and you said you were up there.  It was yourself, Brock and Seth. 11 

A. And David was there too. 12 

Q. And David. 13 

A. Yeah. 14 

Q. And that's -- it was one, two, three, four, five. 15 

A. Because the engineer was downstairs still.  Yeah. 16 

Q. The engineer -- 17 

A. They all came up kind of late.  I think, I think they woke 18 

up, because there was no -- you know, some people sleep deeper 19 

than others.  And there was still no alarm telling even -- the 20 

alarm didn't sound until -- I'm going to say what made the alarm 21 

sound was low oil pressure when the boat was over so hard that the 22 

engines failed. 23 

Q. Right.  The engineer was -- 24 

A. Art. 25 
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Q. Art. 1 

A. The lawyer probably knows what Art's last name is. 2 

Q. Okay.  And was Dean up at the bridge?  When did he end up 3 

coming up? 4 

A. Like, right after me.  Because he heard me, like -- I even 5 

yelled in the room, what the fuck?  Went to open the door, flew 6 

out.  I was going to go check.  I was hoping that maybe -- but I 7 

was like, in my head, I knew, like -- and I, like, had weird 8 

intuitions before too.  Like, not -- because the boat, the boat 9 

seemed fine.  But just got -- and I'm thinking, are you serious 10 

right now?  Like, I don't know.  It just didn't seem real. 11 

Q. So did you see, besides yourself and Dean, did you see anyone 12 

get into a survival suit? 13 

A. I saw Brock partially in one.  I didn't see him fully in it 14 

because he was -- I was trying to help him, but there wasn't a lot 15 

-- like I said, sheer panic, hyperventilating.  Like, more -- 16 

yeah, trying to help him was not working, and then he said David 17 

had -- I didn't see David, because I was trying to grab a life 18 

ring or some buoyancy stuff, like I told you.  At least so when 19 

everyone did get their shit figured out, we had some stuff, 20 

because I knew the boat was going down.  And he said that David 21 

had his on, but he was by the door, and he was yelling.  Dean was 22 

yelling at everyone, get the fuck out of there, get the fuck out 23 

of there, the boat's going down.  Like, you're going to get stuck 24 

in there.  No one was coming out.  Door was open.  No one was 25 



30 

Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 

coming out. 1 

Q. So it was only you and Dean outside. 2 

A. Yeah. 3 

Q. Okay, everybody else stayed in.  And David was in his suit, 4 

you said? 5 

A. He was in his suit, but -- yeah. 6 

Q. He never came out.  Okay.  And -- 7 

A. So we don't know.  Maybe he did pop up.  That's why we were 8 

hoping that maybe you guys see someone floating around up there.  9 

But as far as what I know, I can assure you that Cobban, Gary -- 10 

because he's no longer -- I can guarantee he didn't get his suit 11 

on.  He probably drowned in there.  It's possible Brock finished 12 

up his shit while I was gathering my other crap, but I doubt that.  13 

And then I didn't see what point Seth or -- so it was Seth 14 

legally.  So where he was at.  And it was all like -- it's pure 15 

chaos, is all it was.  I mean, him and I have had it, like, pretty 16 

good, like, for the most part.  I would say fairly calm.  I could 17 

tell he was freaking out and I was freaking out, but we were 18 

trying to, like -- all right.  Like, talking, trying to talk 19 

calmly to each other, not, like, get each other excited, so -- 20 

Q. Okay.  So then -- 21 

A. We tied ourselves up.  We got a line, tried to keep ourselves 22 

together by a piece of line, so -- because we didn't know if we 23 

were going to get a raft or not, so -- 24 

Q. And that was when you guys were standing when the vessel was 25 
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all the way over on its side? 1 

A. Yeah. 2 

Q. And you were standing on the superstructure at that point? 3 

A. Well, we were -- well, actually, at first it started leaning 4 

on the superstructure.  Like, sitting on the superstructure with 5 

our feet on the railing.  Because I knew I didn't want to get 6 

caught in the whole -- I don't know if the thing was going to do 7 

the whole 180 and then pull us down, so I wanted to be prepared to 8 

go along the side of it and then go on top if we had to.  Just 9 

follow the boat around.  Because we had just talked about that in 10 

town too.  Gary was saying that a lot of schooners, especially, 11 

guys abandon ship, but don't leave the ship; the ship leaves you.  12 

Because they've found ships like that, like, schooners like that 13 

that have -- all crew gone, but the boat is still kind of bobbing 14 

off in the distance somewhere.  They thought it was going down.  15 

It never went completely down.  So that's what I was thinking what 16 

it might do. 17 

Q. So you guys were on the, on the port side, correct? 18 

A. Yeah. 19 

Q. Because you were listing to starboard.  So then as the boat 20 

comes over, it's bobbing on the surface.  You're standing on the 21 

superstructure as it's going down sideways? 22 

A. Yeah. 23 

Q. Okay.  And at what point -- 24 

A. No, no, no.  And then we got over the railing onto the actual 25 
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bulwarks or the -- I guess it would still be part of the 1 

superstructure, essentially.  Hanging onto the scupper down low. 2 

Q. Okay.  And at what point -- did you guys actually enter the 3 

water?  Did you see the rafts before that? 4 

A. No, I didn't see the rafts before that.  I just, I don't know 5 

much about sinking boats.  I watched movies before.  So all I 6 

could think of was I didn't want to be around the boat when it 7 

went down, because you hear bullshit stories -- well, maybe it's 8 

not bullshit, but you can actually -- you get, like, sucked in 9 

with it a little bit from the pressure or whatever.  I don't know 10 

if that's true or not, but -- so I knew right when it was going to 11 

go, and I just kind of, like, pushed off and -- because it was -- 12 

my feet were in the water.  So I just pushed off and swam away 13 

from it. 14 

Q. Okay.  And Dean was with you at that time too? 15 

A. He was, like, right behind me. 16 

Q. Were you guys tied off? 17 

A. No, we lost that line.  Because it was starting to get 18 

tangled around shit.  Like, those suits are so hard to maneuver 19 

in.  Like, all of a sudden there was line around our legs and 20 

stuff, and it was hooking up on things.  I'm like, this is just 21 

like -- we're going to -- something's going to happen at the last 22 

minute and the line is going to get pulled down.  We need to get 23 

this stuff clear. 24 

Q. Okay.  So then talk me through from when you went into the 25 
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water.  What happened next? 1 

A. My initial thing was, like I said, I'm actually floating.  I 2 

had to roll myself over, but my feet were trying to float higher 3 

than my head, and the waves were crashing over me and blowing me 4 

around.  And I couldn't find my inflate tube to try and give me 5 

more buoyancy on my top side.  So I was floating all weird, and 6 

then I saw the raft coming in the waves.  And Dean was like, John, 7 

the raft; see, we got the raft.  And I swam as hard as I could and 8 

just pulled myself in it, and that was it. 9 

 And we just kind of, like, celebrated for a second.  Said, 10 

holy shit, we got to this point.  I'm like, I remember him saying, 11 

90 percent chance of survival now.  I was like, all right, I think 12 

we'll be all right.  Then it was like 3 or 4 hours later.  Started 13 

questioning things for a while.  Like, god damn, did that EPIRB go 14 

off?  Like, there should be a chopper by now because I know you 15 

guys aren't -- there's always someone on standby with you guys.  16 

So there was a reason that you guys didn't show up right away.  17 

It's because the EPIRB didn't go off. 18 

Q. So did anything happen?  Were you the first one in the raft 19 

and then Dean came in after you? 20 

A. Dead was first one in, and I jumped in after him. 21 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And then -- 22 

A. Lots of water in the raft.  We thought it was going to 23 

capsize a few times.  Finally got to the flares.  Shot a few 24 

flares off, hoping that maybe -- because it was about, it was 25 
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about an hour before we actually got into that bag and then found 1 

the flares.  So we were, like, an hour, probably enough time to 2 

where someone in a chopper or something would be within range to 3 

see the flare.  So like a bunch of idiots, we shot them all off.  4 

Should have saved a couple, but we had the flashlight too.  So 5 

that's how we actually we were able to signal the chopper when he 6 

was out there. 7 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And then -- okay, and then obviously, you know, 8 

the rescue swimmer comes down, pushed you guys up.  Anything 9 

significant?  You notice anything during that time?  I mean, when 10 

you last saw the vessel, is that when you actually physically got 11 

in the water?  Was it the last time you physically saw the vessel, 12 

or could you see it while you were in the raft as well? 13 

A. No, it was -- it went down.  I thought I (indiscernible).  I 14 

was like, oh, the mast light is still there.  But then I knew the 15 

power went out and it was actually -- it was the other raft 16 

bobbing around.  And our light was out on our raft, so that raft 17 

kept tailing us, it was perfect because it had a light on it too, 18 

and they actually went and checked that one first.   19 

Q. Right. 20 

A. And as soon as I saw light, I thought they were a boat, 21 

actually, because they were hovering low and checking that one and 22 

flashing.  Nothing -- they're not coming.  They're not coming.  23 

I'm like what the fuck, is the light I'm seeing from the raft or 24 

-- it seemed brighter than the raft light.  It's because they were 25 
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checking that one first and then -- 1 

Q. How far were you guys from that raft? 2 

A. A quarter mile. 3 

Q. Quarter mile?  Okay. 4 

A. I think.  And then as soon as -- they must have seen me flash 5 

before, but they were going to check that one first.  Because I 6 

thought it was a boat.  I'm like, maybe it's taking a long time 7 

because it's a boat trying to steam through the bad weather right 8 

now.  And then I knew it was a chopper as soon as that light went 9 

from, like, couple feet off the water to, like, 30 feet.  I was 10 

like, oh, that's (indiscernible). 11 

Q. Right.  Yeah.  Any -- 12 

A. That was a good feeling. 13 

Q. I'm sure.  Any injuries or -- 14 

A. Just banged up from trying to get off the boat.  And like I 15 

said, I noticed my nose all weather-bitten. 16 

Q. Right.  You guys get pretty cold on there?  Were you, were 17 

you at the point where you were shivering and difficulty moving 18 

or -- 19 

A. I was staying pretty good, but it was getting there.  Like, 20 

we started -- talk started coming up about like, hey, you know, 21 

this is going to really suck.  Like, we did everything that we 22 

were supposed to do and now we're just going to die in this raft.  23 

Like, that was kind of the talk.  It was -- you know, like I said, 24 

time feels a lot longer when you're stuck out there. 25 
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Q. Right, right. 1 

A. But there was a bunch of water in the raft too, like I said, 2 

and my survival suit, I had water in it.  Like, there was some 3 

holes in the toes or something. 4 

Q. Right.  No, I appreciate you walking me through that.  With 5 

it being New Year's, anybody partaking in -- 6 

A. The what? 7 

Q. -- any drinking?  With it being New Year's, was anybody -- 8 

A. Oh, yeah, no. 9 

Q. -- drinking on board, none of that?  Okay.  Can you think of 10 

any -- 11 

A. Everyone was sleeping. 12 

Q. Yeah. 13 

A. I didn't even, I didn't even know it was New Year's until we 14 

were in the raft and Dean goes, well, by the way, Happy New 15 

Year's.  And I go, oh, yeah.  2020, I guess.  Way to bring that 16 

one in. 17 

Q. Now I know, I know it's hard to tell in this situation, but 18 

you know, you've been a fisherman a long time, been on a lot of 19 

boats.  In your mind, what do you think happened?  What do you 20 

think was the, kind of, causal factors that -- 21 

A. I mean, I've speculated myself.  We're supposed to have slack 22 

water alarms on our tanks.  And I asked Art about that, because 23 

I'm always curious when I get on a new boat, like, for my safety.  24 

I believe in my safety.  I got a wife and a kid on the way, so I 25 
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want to know what kind of systems the boat has.  So that was 1 

confirmed.  You know, because once you put pots on, you can't get 2 

to the tanks when, you know, stuff starts happening.  So they have 3 

some sort of, like, something to tell you what's going on in there 4 

if you can't see in there, you know, visually.  So I don't think 5 

it was slack tanks. 6 

Q. So did you, did you see those operating when you guys were 7 

loading? 8 

A. I've never heard those alarms operate, but I was told.  Like, 9 

yeah, but they were also checking the high water alarms.  Worked 10 

just fine.  Set the alarms off. 11 

Q. Did you witness any of that happen? 12 

A. The high water alarms? 13 

Q. Yeah. 14 

A. Yeah.  There was the icing.  Like, personally, I don't think 15 

that the ice played a huge -- I mean, it's hard to tell.  I mean, 16 

I don't think -- me personally, when I saw the ice, I don't -- I 17 

wouldn't look at that and say that's enough to capsize this boat.  18 

And the way it happened too.  Like, if it was ice and we had built 19 

up enough ice to heel the boat over all of a sudden, it would have 20 

started -- the list that happened was nothing to all of a sudden 21 

it was going down.  I feel like it would keep building ice and get 22 

more and more.  And that's usually what happens.  You start 23 

listing more, and the captain's like, all right, time to beat some 24 

ice.  But this just happened like this.  I think we were taking on 25 
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water somewhere that there was no alarm to set it off. 1 

 And my -- this is just me speculating.  There was some work 2 

done on the boat, because I talked to them about that when I came 3 

back, or when I came up for this season.  They parked the boat 4 

here for -- after king crab, and they had some bad steel spots 5 

next to the shit chute.  And that was all replaced.  We had all 6 

the old steel that was laying there from the project they had 7 

done.  So that was a new welded project, because they had been 8 

taking water in a certain area there, so they replaced some steel.  9 

You know, they took care of the problem, in theory. 10 

Q. Okay.  And any idea when that work was completed? 11 

A. As far as I know, it was between king -- like, after they 12 

tied everything up for king crab.  They did it then, because all 13 

the steel scraps from what they had cut up was sitting there.  So 14 

you can have steel like that where they worked that on if the 15 

tanks are dry.  The boat will sit way up out of the water and they 16 

can work on it above the waterline now.  But maybe, once 17 

everything was tanked with all the pots, now that new work they 18 

did was under, and maybe something failed.  Because the way the 19 

boat capsized like that, it was more, like, taking on more and 20 

more water and just kind of, just took it like it was a steady -- 21 

like, all right, we're going, we're going.  Water's coming in, 22 

water's coming in. 23 

Q. Was that work completed here in Kodiak? 24 

A. I believe so.  The boat was in Kodiak, so yeah, it must have 25 
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been. 1 

Q. Right.  Okay.  How'd the steel look that was on deck?  Did 2 

you get a decent look at it?  Did you see some -- 3 

A. I would have cut it up too. 4 

Q. -- pretty good wastage?  Yeah. 5 

A. Yeah.  I would have cut that same stuff out, so I don't blame 6 

the guy for cutting it out, but who knows?  Maybe there was more, 7 

or maybe a faulty weld.  You know, like I said, I felt a lot of 8 

shuddering, like I was telling you.  You know, stuff gets 9 

stressed, and you got that much weight on something and weather 10 

picks up.  I mean, it's not uncommon to see a seam crack or 11 

something. 12 

Q. Right.  When you were -- 13 

A. Like I said, there was no alarms, though, so I'm thinking, if 14 

that happened, it was filling a void between, like, the fish holds 15 

and the hull where there's probably no, like, high water alarms of 16 

any sort. 17 

Q. Right.  Yeah, in relation to the rest of the boat, where is 18 

that sewage, overboard discharge? 19 

A. Right next to the launcher.  It's on the starboard side. 20 

Q. Starboard from the front.  Amidships. 21 

A. Yeah. 22 

Q. Yeah, okay. 23 

A. Well, not quite amidships.  A little more forward. 24 

Q. Okay.  And then how far above the waterline in a loaded 25 
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condition is that? 1 

A. Water will rush back and forth over that.  Yeah. 2 

Q. Okay.  So just at the waterline -- 3 

A. Yeah. 4 

Q. -- was where the repairs -- I realize you didn't witness 5 

them, but that's where the repairs took place? 6 

A. It was in that general area. 7 

Q. Any idea how much, like -- 8 

A. Well, that's the idea behind it.  Because the shit chute is 9 

supposed to be below or just right there so the water will push 10 

through, and all the crap that you put there gets washed out.  11 

Like, all the, all the undersized crab and everything.  So that 12 

water is meant to be -- or that place is meant to be a wet area. 13 

Q. Right, right.  Any idea how many, like, square feet they cut 14 

out of bad steel? 15 

A. There was at least -- it was 2-foots there.  There was at 16 

least seven of those sections like that. 17 

Q. Seven 2 foot by -- 18 

A. By like 2-foot-ish.  Yeah. 19 

Q. Seven 2-foot-by-2-foot sections. 20 

A. Dean helped me dispose of it.  You can ask him about that.  21 

He'll have an idea too.  All the plate steel.  That's what I'm 22 

talking about. 23 

Q. Anything else you notice, like, on your rounds?  Any valve 24 

fittings or shaft packing or -- did anything stick out to you? 25 
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A. No, no.  The engineer had just unloaded the packing on the 1 

crab pump and shit like that.  So he seemed pretty competent and a 2 

nice guy.  Like, he was on top of, like, taking care of shit, so 3 

that's why I say it was, like, unforeseen.  Like, no alarms were 4 

going off.  If the alarm, you know, if the alarm would have been 5 

going off and it was like in the engine room, that probably could 6 

have got, you know, fixed.  Like, pump it out or whatever else if 7 

you get enough advanced notice.  There was no fucking notice.  It 8 

was, all right, you better do something now because this is 9 

happening and it's not going to right itself. 10 

Q. Right.  Okay.  You feel like there's anything I should have 11 

asked you or anything else you think might have contributed -- 12 

A. No. 13 

Q. -- that you want to mention? 14 

A. Nothing that I can think of, no. 15 

 LT   Okay.  All right, John, I definitely appreciate 16 

all the information you gave.  Would it be okay for me to contact 17 

you at a later date -- 18 

 MR. LAWLER:  Absolutely.  Yeah. 19 

 LT   -- to further discuss? 20 

 MR. LAWLER:  You have my number? 21 

 LT   Yes.  Okay, it is -- 22 

 MR. LAWLER:  That's my wife number.  Yeah, so yeah -- 23 

 LT   -- 10:32 on deck.  I'm going to go ahead and stop 24 

the recording here. 25 
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 MR. BARCOTT:  Can I ask -- 1 

 (Off the record at 10:32 a.m.) 2 

 (On the record at 10:32 a.m.) 3 

 LT   Okay, this is Lieutenant Junior Grade  4 

  We're picking up the recording again at 10:32. 5 

 BY MR. BARCOTT: 6 

Q. John, this is Mike Barcott.  I've just got a couple of 7 

questions.  Just, can you give me your best estimate of the time 8 

when you felt the list and went up to the wheelhouse? 9 

A. I'm going to say -- let's see -- I'd say 10 o'clock.  Like, 10 

right around 10, between 10 and 10:30. 11 

Q. Okay.  And then with regard to -- 12 

A. Well, actually, we'll call it, we'll call it 9:45 to like 13 

10:20-ish.  That's more accurate. 14 

Q. Okay.  And were you traveling with any of the tanks tank-down 15 

filled? 16 

A. There was at least two that I know of. 17 

Q. And which two were, which two were those? 18 

A. They were aft ones.  So towards the house, I believe. 19 

Q. Okay.  And is this a three-tank vessel? 20 

A. Yes. 21 

Q. All right.  And I understand you'd taken on fuel?  You'd 22 

upped your capacity with fuel and water when you left Kodiak? 23 

A. Yeah.  That's what I -- well, that's what I was led to 24 

believe, because Art had told me when we were getting ready to run 25 
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our errands that we shouldn't have to stop for fuel because they 1 

had already filled the boat up after king crab.  But then we still 2 

went and took another 4,000 gallons.  So that probably completely 3 

topped it off, I'm sure. 4 

Q. Okay.  Those are the only -- 5 

A. And water was full as well. 6 

Q. I see. 7 

 MR. BARCOTT:  Those are the only follow-ups I had.  Thank 8 

you. 9 

 LT   All right.  Going to go ahead and stop the 10 

recording again.  It is 10:34. 11 

 (Whereupon, at 10:34 a.m., the interview was concluded.) 12 
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