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INTERVIEW

(1:03 p.m.)

LT - This is Lieutenant - - U.S. Coast Guard,
Marine Safety Detachment Kodiak. It is January 6, 2020. The time
on deck is 1303. This interview is part of the investigation into
the sinking of the Scandies Rose on 31 December 2019. We'll just
go around the room and do introductions.

MR. BARNUM: Bart Barnum, NTSB, Office of Marine Safety.
It's Barnum, B-a-r-n-u-m.

MR. BARCOTT: Yeah. Mike Barcott and Daniel Barcott,
representing the owners of the Scandies Rose, parties in interest.

MS. COOPER: Gelia Cooper, vessel manager for Scandies Rose,
work for Mattsen Management. My name is spelled G-e-1l-i-a,
Cooper, C-o-o-p-e-r.

LT - Thank you, Gelia. And do we have your permission
to be recording this interview?

MS. COOPER: You do.

LT - Excellent. Thank you very much.

INTERVIEW OF GELIA COOPER
BY LT-
Q. So, just to start, could you give us Jjust a little bit of
your background, you know, where you got up, how you became
involved in the marine industry?
A. Yes. Years ago, I worked in Dutch Harbor and have known Dan

on and off since '84. And 8 years ago, I moved into the area and
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that summer worked on the Scandies Rose for tendering and did the
next 3 years. When I came back, moved into assistant and then
vessel manager for Mattsen Management. So I've been working with

Dan for the last 8 years and with the Scandies for the last 8

years.
Q. How did you end up out in Dutch Harbor?
A. Oh, my goodness. I was kind of a gypsy in my 20s, and I

ended up in Seattle with no money and had to find a job. And Dan
got me one with UniSea.

0. And UniSea is?

A. Oh, sorry. UniSea Seafoods is one of the seafood companies
in Dutch Harbor.

Q. Okay. So what were you doing for them?

A. On the barge there, I was on the deck and then the deck
foreman for them for a year.

Q. Okay. Any kind of formal training for those jobs or for

working on board the vessels?

A. Formal training, no.

Q. Okay. More so just an on-the-job training?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

A. Then working with, you know, my boss, too.

Q. Right.

A. And then as long as he has.

Q. Okay. So then you went, you went from that job working on
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the barge out there, and when did you start working on the

Scandies Rose?

A. Eight years ago, so I would have to do the math. That's
2012, 2012.

Q. And what was your position on board?

A. Cook. Cook purser.

Q. Okay. And that was during tendering operations only?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Never any crabbing or pot work?

A. No.

Q. Okay. When you were on board the Scandies Rose, who else was

on board for crew?

A. Jeepers. I did it 3 years, so Gary Cobban was captain all 3
years. You want every name of -- let's see. Okay. So the
engineer the first year was Colby Cassidy (ph.); Ryan Wilson was

deckhand. Goodness, I would have to go back and look because I
did 3 years, plus I do all the hiring, so I have a lot of names in
my head.

Q. Okay. Yeah, if we could have any records from the hiring and
people who've been on board, that would be fantastic if you could
provide that.

A. And you're asking, been on board when I was on board only?

Is that what the question is?

Q. If we could have like the last, what do you think, 5 years?

Yeah, the last 5 years would be ideal.
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A. Okay.

Q. Excellent. Thank you very much. Anyone else besides Gary on
board while you were working on board?

A. That's -- that when -- can you ask that question differently?
Q. When you were working on board the Scandies Rose as the cook,

were any of the crewmembers on board that were, that went down on

the 31st?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

A. Brock was.

Q. It was only Gary Cobban?

A. I'm sorry. That's not true. Brock Rainy was.

Q. Brock was. Okay. Okay. And as your time on board as a

crewmember, can you give some detail to what kind of captain Gary
was”?
A. Yeah. He was a great captain. He actually is pretty -- I
was surprised at how safety conscious he was because he knew that
I had zero experience on board. So he was adamant about me
learning all that I could. He gave us a Rules of the Road that I
was expected to read and make sure he -- I could answer gquestions
and had to do the -- getting in my survival suit a couple times
because the first time I ever did it, I was not very good at it.
I obviously am not a fisherman and haven't been in the
industry, so he seemed like a more than -- I mean a great captain.

He kept watches. He was clear about what our instructions were
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when we were on wheel watch. Geez, I don't know. I really can't
say anything except he had really bad humor. But other than that,
he was on top of making sure that we knew what we were to be doing
and where we were to be and all of that. I felt incredibly safe.
Q. Did you ever run into any bad weather when you were a
crewmember on board?

A. Coming across one time, we did. It was pretty -- I was, it
was he and I up in the wheelhouse, and we were going over some
pretty good waves. Yes.

Q. And any remembrance to what the conditions were and where you
guys were transiting?

A. I don't because it was the first year and the whole thing was
a new experience to me. But I do remember that we were -- he
said, we're, we're turning a corner, and that was somewhere near
Falstaff, but I can't tell you where. And yeah, I doubt -- no, I
can't.

Q. Okay. Do you ever remember the Scandies Rose, whether, when
you were on board or working for Mattsen Management -- do you ever
remember the Scandies Rose not getting underway either due to
weather conditions or due to any structural concerns or equipment

concerns on board?

A. When I was on board, I don't remember any weather, but it was
also June, July and August. I'm trying to remember. I don't
remember anything structurally. I'm trying to think about --

sometimes refrigeration causes a little bit more time because
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that's a pretty intense refrigeration system. But I don't

remember anything actually stopping us from going.

Q. Understood.
A. So I'm going to say no, to the best of my recollection.
Q. Okay. Can you kind of talk me through your transition from

being a crewmember on the Scandies Rose and then what your next
position was?
A. Yes. So I -- when I moved into the area, which was 8 years
ago, and started working for Dan, at first I was working -- he had
different companies that deal with the fishing industry. So I was
basically administration assistant for those companies and helping
out in the shipyard running, shagging carts, that sort of thing.
From there it was after the second summer that I went on the
Scandies, I believe, having worked for Dan, that he offered the
title of vessel manager and hired me full-time to step into the
administrative part of the vessel management and still help in the
same capacity in shipyards. And pretty much, you know, make sure
the cogs are turning and things, parts are moving, and people were
getting what they need and all of that.
Q. And what are those other companies you were discussing that
Dan Mattsen owns?
A. They're just, they're -- well we -- he owns into two more
boats, and then he has a quota company and then Mattsen fisheries,
which is a company he had first started, I think, a while back as,

I don't know what it's called, a push through company. I don't
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know. I don't, I don't really know what he calls it. But the
Mattsen Fisheries. We have New Venture, Alaska Challenger. We

had the Amatuli and then it got sold to Ocean Beauty.

Q. Understood. But you --

A. And DRM, DRM Quotas, which is the quota company that he
created.

Q. Could you spell that, please?

A. DRM Quotas.

Q. Is that B-R-N?

A. No. Delta, Romeo, Michael.

Q. Excellent.

A. Okay.

Q. Thank you very much. Could you talk me through what your

specific role is as the vessel manager? You know, what your day
to day looks like, what your week to week, you know, especially as
it pertains to getting the Scandies Rose ready for a trip-?

A. Yes. So I gather information. Gary, the captain, before
they would come off of each -- last fishing trip, he would be
recording some of the things that he wanted looked at or
addressed. We would be creating a shipyard list to make sure that
we have it all, because sometimes once shipyard happens, things
get forgotten. So I would be gathering that information, putting
it together, making sure that everybody down here -- we had a port
engineer, make sure he was, had all that he needed.

I do the hiring. I'm involved in purchasing parts and, you
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know, retrieving parts. It's really hard because every day is
different, so it's hard to kind of put it in one concise, clean,
lineage kind of way. But that's the gist of it.

0. Oh, I understand that aspect of a job, for sure. You

mentioned the shipyard list. How did that process work?

A. We really would literally get an email first from Gary saying
here's what I think. It would come down to us. We would look at
it and prioritize. So the Scandies would go into a spring

shipyard and then a fall shipyard, every year that I've been
involved with it. So some of the things that aren't needed for
salmon tendering but are needed for crab fishing, you know, those
items would be pushed to the fall. Anything that was structural
related or engine related, or obviously refrigeration, circulation
and electronics we would prioritize that. Start getting the
vendors together. If we needed to haul out, we would be working
on getting, you know, a spot there. And then we would go into
shipyard with vendors ready and move forward.

Q. From those shipyard lists in the last 5 years or so, do you

remember any major structural repairs that were conducted?

A. I mean, major structural repairs being --

Q. Any --—

A. I know the one that you guys know about. Are we talking -- I
don't --

Q. Yeah. Any work to the hull, any steel work?

A. We had -- so the -- gosh, when was that? We did have some
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work done where the pots haul up, I think they all -- it might be
six. I don't remember. I wasn't in this position at this time,
but I was helping out. They had to do some work there, and then
it was painted, and it's been, it's been sounded since. We did
have the one overboard chute removed and then the overboard chute
at the pot launcher fixed down here. And then of course, Gary saw
that it was not done correctly, and so we had it fixed again by
Cooper up there in Kodiak. And I apologize. I'm just trying to
run through my head.

Q. No, I understand. It's a lot of information and you have a
lot going on in your day-to-day. It's hard to, you know, pull
this on recall. 1If you could provide those emails and the
finalized shipyard lists for the last 5 years of the vessel as

well, that would be extremely helpful.

A. Yes, and actually I've already -- we're on that.

Q. Excellent.

A. Mike has already asked me for those.

Q. Great. Thank you very much. So you're saying you were in
charge of the hiring process. How much, how much interaction did

you have with the crewmembers on board?

A. The five that went down, I've had -- well four that went
down, I've had a tremendous amount of interaction. Seth, some --
obviously I hired him, and then I saw him before they went back up
in Silverdale and have had him contact our boat in the past to get

on the crew. And at the time, Gary thought he was still a little
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too green, so we didn't hire him. But this year, Gary wanted to
bring him on board and give him a shot, so we, so we did.

0. And when you are hiring new crew on board, what, what kind of
qualifications are you guys looking for?

A. So while I hire them, I don't -- the captain, because he's
the one who has to ultimately deal with their skill level, he does
the initial communication. And he'll call other skippers because
he's been in the industry forever, so he knows pretty much
everybody and who they've worked for.

He will talk with the potential crewmembers, make sure that
he's checked with any of their references, not all, but the ones
that he knows. And then he'll pass them my way. And then I go
through a series of hiring processes, get an application. Then we
get a criminal history, a drug test and then, and then he'll -- an
I-9, and then he'll finish out the contract when they're sitting
with him and the whole crew is filling that out prior to the
voyage.

Q. Understood. So Gary essentially gets a name to you and says,

hey, I want this guy, and then you are in charge of the vetting

process to make sure that they meet your requirements. Is that
accurate?
A. Well actually Gary more 1is responsible for the vetting. I

will, if they have something serious in their background, check.
Then that's a decision that we as a company make. But as far as

their skill level and if they would be a fit on the crew, that's
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more Gary's part of the process.

Q. Understood. Could you tell me, did you have any aspects of
your Jjob that dealt with the safety equipment on board the vessel
or any crew training, any drills?

A. I don't do drills. Gary does that, and Gary takes care of
the crew training. I do take care of all of the paperwork for
the, all of the safety equipment and take it, you know -- we
service the life raft. We service them every year down here with
Marine Safety. And I do make sure that they have, the -- have
their sticker, and when the hydrostatic release is due, we make

sure that, that's been replaced.

Q. And do you know the last time the life raft was serviced?
A. I do. The -- I've got to see it in my head. The starboard I
believe was done -- and I can get you this accurate information

when my computer's up again.

Q. Okay.

A. The starboard was done in the, in May. Well actually it
would have been certified June 1. And then we just did the port.

We sent it down as soon as they got to Kodiak around the 1st of

November. And it was serviced in November and then sent back up.
Q. Okay. And then do you know if the hydro was replaced?

A. It was.

Q. Recently?

A. It was in October.

Q. Okay. Yeah, because we saw in the last Coast Guard exam that
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they were, they were coming due. If you could provide all that

documentation from Marine Safety, as well, if we could add that to

the list?
A. Sure.
Q. Excellent. And then did the Scandies Rose provide you with

any form of like electronic ship's log or any other documentation
maybe that we're missing?
A. No. No. He does, I mean he keeps a log, and I've seen it,

but no, he doesn't, he does not provide that to us.

Q. Okay. And is that a paper log or an electronic log?

A. It's a paper log.

Q. And is that kept on the, on the bridge?

A. It is.

Q. Okay. So obviously one of our biggest concerns and things

that we're looking into right now is the stability of the vessel.
We've gone back and been tracking down, you know, fuel receipts.
We had some bait receipts, some food receipts. And I know you
guys are compiling a list for yourselves. 1Is there anything else
that you can think of that may have been on board the vessel for
this specific voyage in order for us to paint the clearest picture
possible of, you know, what condition the boat was in from a
stability standpoint?

A. Again, I'm not clear what you're asking. Of course, it had
food, crew, fuel, oil.

Q. Is there any documentation for like the number of crab pots
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he had on board, a set number? Would he have provided that to you
in any form of documentation, how many crab pots specifically were

on board?

A. He did not provide that to us.
Q. Okay. Okay. And it is sort of an open-ended question, and I
think you've covered it all as well. What we're really trying to

determine is everything that was on board the vessel, how much
fuel was in their tanks, how much, you know -- what tanks were
pressed up. And really, we want to know every piece of equipment,
you know, how the pots were arranged. I'm just trying to think
of, if you have any documentation or any communication with Gary
that might lead to further information on what the condition of
the boat was on the night of the 31st. If you could provide that
to us -- and again, it's very open ended. I think we've covered
most of the bases, but in your position as vessel manager, I
didn't know if you had further insight or if there's something we

were missing.

A. No. I don't.

Q. Okay.

A. Sorry, I just had a call. I started -- I just, I just got
distracted there for a second. I don't. I know that, I know

Trident was where he put the pots on, and I know that we had pots

fixed at Titus (ph.). So I don't know if between those two we
can —-- I've been told 195, and that corresponds with what we
thought he had, but I haven't -- I don't have any in writing, no,
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for sure.
Q. And you've been told 195 by who?
A. Wouldn't you -- I'm trying to think where I got that.

MR. BARCOTT: She's pointing at me.

LT - For the record?

MS. COOPER: Yes. Mike, just tell me.

LT - Yeah. Yeah. And we have, you know, in there --
they're all similar. It's from 195 to 198 are the numbers that
we're hearing.

MS. COOPER: 198 is actually what I had initially said to
Mike, and then -- it might have been Dan. But anyway, somewhere
in the last couple days, I've heard 195. And so I'm, I'm now
going with that number, but initially I thought it was 198, which
is what we thought he had.

BY LT -

Q. Okay. And do you know, in your position would -- does

Mattsen own all those pots? Who actually owns the pots?

A. Scandies was the fishing company that owns those pots.

Q Do we know how many pots they owned?

A. We can, we can get you that.

Q. Okay. Yeah, because essentially they would most likely have

all their pots on deck, I mean unless they have extras in Dutch.
I'm not sure.
A. Oh they, they did not. They have another load at Akutan, I

think. But it might be in Dutch Harbor. But that, I'm not sure.
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Q. Okay. Okay. And that's one thing with the stability, if we

can, if there is a way we can verify, maybe have somebody count

the pots in Dutch Harbor, then we can get a solid number. I know
it's, you know -- three pots, we're talking 800 pounds each.
So —-- especially stacking them up high. We're trying to count on

the picture, and even that's difficult to do. So if we could add
that to the list as well, that would be very helpful.

We understand that Gary had just bought into a larger
share of the Scandies Rose. Were you involved in that process?
Was the check sent to you, or is that straight to Dan? Or how did
that process work?

A. It was just in the process. So it hadn't actually, it hadn't
transpired. He actually -- the day before, the 29th, talked with
me and said, he just sent the checks out. So it literally hasn't
even -- he did not buy into it yet. It was in the process of
happening.
Q. Okay. And has the contract for that been written?
A. I don't know, because that was really not -- a mess and that
wasn't my purview. That's between he and John Walsh, who he was
buying his part of the vessel. So I wasn't involved in that.
Q. Understand. And do you know if that check has been cashed?
A. I do not, but Mike wants to say something.

MR. BARCOTT: Yeah. My understanding is the paperwork had
not been done on that sale yet.

LT - Okay. Understand. Has anyone been in touch with
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John Walsh?

MS. COOPER: Oh yes.

LT - Okay.

MS. COOPER: Yeah.

LT - Any idea if he is, his intention is to cash that
check or what? Is this frozen? I mean, where does the ownership
of the Scandies Rose sit today, and where will it sit, you know,
in the future? Have those questions been asked or answered?

MR. BARCOTT: Informally those questions have been asked.
There's a different law firm that does the business work for both
John and Mattsen. My understanding is that sale was not
completed; the contracts weren't done. And so my understanding is
it is still essentially 50.2, 30 and 19.8.

LT - Understand. Thank you, Mike.

MR. BARCOTT: Mm-hmm.

LT - I think that is all I have for prepared gquestions
right now, Gelia. I greatly appreciate your time again. And I'll
kick it over to Bart with the NTSB.

MS. COOPER: Okay.

MR. BARNUM: Hi there. Bart from NTSB again. Thank you.

BY MR. BARNUM:

Q. Just a follow up question. The company that did the
servicing on the life rafts and the hydrostatic release, that was
Marine Safety. Is that correct?

A. Marine Safety did the hydrostatic -- or the life raft. Gary
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purchased the hydrostatic release up in Dutch Harbor, and I think
he went to -- god, I'll have to -- I'll, I'll pull that one
because I don't, I don't think he could get it at Marine Safety
that's up there now. There's another company, and I don't deal
with that company enough to pull it out of my head, but I

definitely have the invoice.

Q. Okay. Kind of further on that topic of the invoices, is
this, is the captain of the vessel -- what's the process if he
needs something? Does he have an open account -- spending account

that he can purchase items as he needs them, or does everything
need to be cleared by you?

A. It's yes and no. Mostly gets cleared through me, but
sometimes he will -- you know, we have a P.0O. process and so
sometimes I'll say, here take these next five P.0O.s and he'll use
them. All invoices run through me before they go to our

bookkeeper. But mostly he would always call and say, I'm going

here next, Gelia. I say, oh, great.

Q. Okay. So he had no, you know, vessel fund or any money on
board?

A. No. It was all, he would go to the places where we have Net
30.

Q. Okay. Understood. Regarding the shipyard, it sounds like

you're fairly familiar with that whole process, being involved in
the lists. Who is completing most of the work at the shipyard?

Is it the vessel's crew or is it the yard workers?
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A. It depends on what the, you know, it literally depends. If
it's, i1f we have it in the yard because we have some big-ticket
items then the yard crew does it. But if it's, if it's smaller
items, that we can handle with our crew, or labor that we hire, we

do both, then they finish it.

Q. Was there any big-ticket items this spring-?

A. Well I have my shipyard list here. I will look.

Q. Okay. Great.

A. So, we had it up at Lovric's. They, so we did have a, the

Lovric's crew working on all of the welding on the outside of the
hull. We had it hauled out, shaft runouts were checked, port
stuffing boxes, all of these were done by Lovric's.

The line cutters were replaced. Someone, they were pretty
bent, pretty badly. Runner checked. We had -- I'm just reading
through my list. Tuned up all the engines. We do that every
time.

So, that is a big ticket but wasn't anything out of the
ordinary. Oh yeah, we had a lot of work done and there wasn't
much work done at Lovric Shipyard up in Anacortes.

Q. Is that the shipyard that the vessel goes to twice a year,
every year, or do you use different --

A. No. And we don't, we don't go to a shipyard unless we have
to haul out, otherwise we just put a boom around our boat and sit
at Ocean Beauty and then do the work from the dock there.

Q. Okay. So, when you, when you say, it goes in the shipyard
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twice a year, that's not hauled out every time?

A. Yeah. That's just my verbiage. I apologize. It gets work
done on an official basis twice a year, in spring and fall. And
then I use the word, haul out if it's actually being pulled from,
from the water.

Q. Okay. Thank you for that clarification there. How many, how
often is it hauled out? 1Is that every year or every other year on
average?

A. We haul it out every 2 years unless we need to otherwise.

But our schedule is every 2 years.

Q. Okay. And who sets that schedule for you?

A. What do you mean?

Q. Who determines that you do it every 2 years?

A. Oh, the owner, Dan. I mean that's just our schedule. We

just do it, all the boats he owns gets hauled out every 2 years.
Q. Okay. 1It's not a requirement or regulation? It's just
something that he wants to do.

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. Understood. For those 2-year, that 2-year interval
haul-out, what kind of work typical is done on the hull plating in
particular?

A. Well we paint it. You know, we, that's the main, not the
main reason but that's why we get, make sure it comes out every 2
years, so it has a fresh coat of paint every 2 years. And, gosh

I'm trying to remember when we had it sounded.
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Oh yeah, yeah, yeah. We also put things (ph.), of course.

We do the shaft run out every 2 years, which I had mentioned that
happened this year up at Lovric. And those are just absolutely
every time it gets hauled out.

Q. Okay.

A. And then anything else that needs to happen, you know, we'll
take, we're under there looking and so at that point we can adjust
anything we did or didn't know about.

0. Understood. Is, how often would you say that some hull
plating would need to be replaced from wastage?

A. I don't know.

MR. MATTSEN: Yeah, this is Dan Mattsen. I'm one of the
partners on the boat. The only time we've had to replace any hull
plating was over the sewage tank, which is on the starboard aft
quarter, and we replaced that probably 8 years ago.

And other than that, the we audio gauge the hull and I've
never had to replace any shelf plating.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Mattsen.

MR. MATTSEN: I just, I just arrived by the way. I Jjust, I
was out at a meeting with another person. And just got back here.
So, I haven't been listening in, but I just heard the conversation
and interjected myself. I will let Gelia have her interview.

MR. BARNUM: ©No, that's perfectly okay. It might be -- if
you can answer it better than her, that's great. What I was kind

of getting at is I was curious about how you gauged if the hull
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plating needed to be replaced. And you were talking -- you did
some thickness testing, is that correct?

MR. MATTSEN: The audio gauging, did you get the name of the
company?

MS. COOPER: I did.

MR. MATTSEN: Was it Hill?

MS. COOPER: Steven Hill (ph.).

MR. MATTSEN: Steven Hill?

MS. COOPER: Yeah.

MR. MATTSEN: Who does the, you know, audio gauging. And so,
he just went over and did a couple hundred points on the hull.

MS. COOPER: And we have that.

MR. MATTSEN: Yeah. And we have that. But yeah, it was, you
know, there was —-- the sewage tank was definitely necessary to
replace, but we had to get in there and fix the sewage tank. But
that's been the only real problem with the boat.

And it's never been, it's never been repeated, nor should it
ever be repeated because we construct it and an internal sewage
tank that was inside the existing space. So it's smaller but it
was, it would never actually get sewage on the, on the shelf
plating because it was in a separate tank inside.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Understand. Thank you. So, is it safe
to say the time since you've owned the vessel, the only hull
repair, replacement of material you've had to do was on that black

water sewage tank?
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MR. MATTSEN: That and then the discharge chute that we just
did this last year, which I'm Gelia mentioned. That actually, you
know, does impact the hull. It cuts through a void on the
starboard side and that was repaired actually twice this last
year.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Yeah. Yeah, and we spoke to Highmark
that did that repair up here in Kodiak. So, and my understanding
that repair initially was done in the shipyard at Lovric and they
used underwater epoxy. Is that correct?

MS. COOPER: No.

MR. MATTSEN: No.

MS. COOPER: No.

MR. MATTSEN: It was in the weld repair.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. A weld repair.

MS. COOPER: (indiscernible). So, what happened was, it
wasn't done at Lovric. It was done down at Ocean Beauty, and when
Gary saw that it was compromised, they put the epoxy until they
could get it back to Kodiak and get it fixed properly.

So, the crew of the Scandies, all of that epoxy was done by
them.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. And the initial repair was done at Ocean
Beauty?

MS. COOPER: By a welding vendor.

MR. MATTSEN: By a welding vendor. Yes. Don't get Ocean

Beauty involved here. That was just the place where we were
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docked at the time. We hired a vendor. They did it. There was
evidently some porosity to the welds. And the Scandies Rose crew
used the marine epoxy to seal it temporarily, and then we had it
repaired correctly by Highmark Marine in Kodiak.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Mattsen. While I have you
on the phone, one clarifying thing that we're trying to get to the
bottom was, was that starboard void, the actual hatch to that
space that led into the engine room, was there an actual hatch
that could be bolted closed or dogged shut on that, on that, or
was it open?

MR. MATTSEN: Bolted closed.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Thank you for that.

MR. MATTSEN: But the -- of course, I don't know if it was
actually on there and bolted, but I assume it was.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Thank you. Another one for you Dan,
sorry, as -- while I've got you on the phone instead of having to
do a follow up, but the engine room ventilation, where was that
and how was it? Was it fans or just louvers? Where was the
ventilation from the outside to the engine room?

MR. MATTSEN: The fans went up each, there was a trunk inside
the watertight door on each side of the entrance to the wheel, to
the house to where the galley is. And there was a trunk that then
ran up behind the wheelhouse doors, underneath the stairs by the
wheelhouse doors where the vents were. But within that trunk

there was a fan, you know, an electric photo fan that moved air.
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MR. BARNUM: Okay. Great. And what was the diameter of that
trunk?

MR. MATTSEN: I couldn't tell, to be honest, I couldn't tell
you. I might be able to find that information if we, if we are
given a little bit of time to call somebody.

MR. BARNUM: Yeah. That would be great. I'm just trying to
figure out the down flooding in that and then how quickly water
could come, get down in the engine room.

MR. MATTSEN: Yeah. Yeah. Well if the boat laid over, you
would certainly have down flooding.

MR. BARNUM: Through those vents, right? Are the only two
points to get into the innards of the ship?

MR. MATTSEN: I believe so.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Thank you. I just have one more question
kind of going back to the shipyard, probably better to go to
Gelia. Maybe Dan can mention. I was just curious, what's the
typical cost for that biennial haul out of the vessel? 1Is there
an average?

MS. COOPER: You got it.

MR. MATTSEN: Probably $150,000 to $200,000 a year.

MR. BARNUM: And that goes -- is that total or just to the
shipyard, or the shipyard plus vendors?

MR. MATTSEN: No, just for the shipyard it's about $60,000,
$70,000. And then whatever else we're doing. You know, sometimes

these things go up to $350,000 to $400,000. But I'd say that just
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an average biennial maintenance, the shipyard would be $150,000.

Obviously, if you're going to replace a generator or
something like that, that's $70,000 to $80,000 of its own. But
like over the last -- let me see, not this last shipyard, but two
shipyards before we rebuilt the main engine each time, and those
are $125,000 a piece. So it kind of depends on the work order,
but if you just put in $150,000 to $200,000 annually, that would
be I think fairly accurate.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Great. Understood. And the reason that
waste chute wasn't repaired in the spring shipyard while it was
hauled out -- it wasn't noticed, or why wasn't it done then?

MS. COOPER: It was.

MR. MATTSEN: It was, but it wasn't done before it was hauled
out.

MR. BARNUM: Okay.

MR. MATTSEN: Because we were just -- we had a lot of work,
preliminary work before we had our date at the shipyard. So it
was haul, it was just repaired at the dock, because it's well
above the waterline. And there was, there was no issues there.
The issue was just that, probably the weld should have been dye
checked at that time. But you know, obviously that didn't cause
the problem that occurred on December 31.

You know, it's just that there was -- Gary noticed that there
was some bleed-through on the welds and that they weren't -- they

didn't have complete integrity, so wanted to have it repaired
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again, and I agreed 100 percent.
MR. BARNUM: Right. Okay. Thank you for that clarification
and explaining that again to us. Thank you. That's all the

questions I have right now. I'm going to pass it back to

Lieutenant - Thank vyou.
LT - Yes. Lieutenant - U.S. Coast Guard.

BY LT

Q. We keep talking about these dockside periods down at Ocean
Beauty. Is that Ocean Beauty in Seattle?
A. Yeah.
Q. Okay. Do you guys have a primary vendor that you went
through or just kind of whoever was around, got bids from
different companies?
A. Or well, I mean, we —-- for welding, we have a couple vendors
that we work with, and sometimes it's just who's available.

LT - Understood.

MR. MATTSEN: But it depends on, kind of depends on the
springtime, you know, springtime activities. Yeah. It will pick
up very strongly. So sometimes, you know, your preferred vendor

might not be available.

LT- Okay. Yep. Understand.

Q. Now how does the process work, if you could talk me through

it, you know, either using the discharge chute or the sewage

repair, Jjust how does that process work in terms of identifying

Free State Reporting, Inc.
(410) 974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30

it, deciding whether or not you actually make the repair and then
contacting vendors? Kind of who has the authority to get work
done on the vessel, and who's making those decisions?

A. So again, it starts with Gary, and he's the one who sent down
that list that they wanted the aft chute removed and the front
chute needed to be repaired. Then when I get that list, then I
give it to Dan, and he then gives the final okay. And then we
start securing vendors.

Q. Have any repairs or safety equipment ever been denied by the
company that have been requested by Gary?

A. Not any safety equipment that I know of for sure. Not any
big structural repairs, but there have -- like if it's something
that's for the fishing davit perhaps, just as an example, that we
don't use during tendering, but we would use come crab season,
then we have that scheduled for the fall. Those kinds of things,
those kinds of decisions get made, but no, obviously if he's
sending something saying, this is a structural or a safety issue,
then we fix it.

Q. Going back to the audio gauging that Steven Hill conducted,
you said he took a couple hundred shots. Was that specific to the
sewage tank, or what was his goal?

A. No. The sewage tank was 8 years ago, which is why I didn't
know about it. And this was Jjust audio gauge because I think --
because it was time, right?

MR. MATTSEN: No. Just because I wanted to know what shape
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the hull was in. All my boats are getting older so we, I think
we've audio gauged every boat we own just as part of general

knowledge, which is --

LT - Understood.
MR. MATTSEN: -- to see if we have any problems.
LT - And do you have any kind of audio gauging

schedule? Like when was the last audio gauge before Steven Hill
gauged the vessel?
MR. MATTSEN: On the Scandies Rose?

LT Correct.

MR. MATTSEN: I have no idea.

LT Okay.

MR. MATTSEN: Absolutely no idea.

LT Right.

MR. MATTSEN: I mean as far as I know, it was the first time
that the hull was audio gauged.

LT And is that what triggered you to have the audio

gauging done?

MR. MATTSEN: The sewage tank, because the sewage tank was --
we had to replace that steel. I just thought it was prudent to
check the other tanks.

LT Okay. Were there any specific areas where Steven

Hill was focusing his gauging, or was it for a general overview of
the vessel?

MR. MATTSEN: I think he was over the entire vessel. The
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things I was most concerned with were the ballast tanks, other
than the sewage tank, because it's one thing if you've got oil in
a tank, 1it's much less likely to have any kind of interior
corrosion. If you have water in it, you do have the possibility
of rust developing. So that's why. But we did an entire, the
entire hull.

LT - Understood. Yes, so we asked for the shipyard
list, as well as that UT report would be, would be very helpful.
For the both of you, Dan and Gelia, during this interview, do you
feel like there's anything that we did not ask you, or any further
information you think we should know?

MR. MATTSEN: Boy, I don't, I don't know. I mean just feel
free to call. Or ask —-- or call Mike Barcott and have him relay
any questions. I'd be happy to talk to you at any time, if
anything comes up. But I'm not sure -- aware of any, anything
that hasn't been asked.

LT - Okay. Gelia, do you think anything in the purview
of your job and your involvement with the Scandies Rose —-- 1is
there anything we didn't discuss today that you think would be
beneficial to our investigation?

MS. COOPER: ©Not that I can think of right now. But I echo
Dan in that feel free to contact Mike. He's been sending me lists
that you guys have been sending him, and we're compiling as
quickly we can and getting them back to you, so --

LT - Excellent. I understand. I know we're asking you
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for a lot all at once. If we could get a status update at some
point today on where we are with that list, and maybe just put it
all in one spot, so everyone is aware of, you know, what's been
requested and where we are in the process of compiling that
information. That'd be, that'd be greatly appreciated.

MR. BARCOTT: So today's going to be a little difficult. I'm
going to be, after this interview, getting on a ferry and won't be
back to my office maybe even tonight. But we can do that tomorrow
morning.

LT - That sounds great. Thank you very much, Mike.

I'll kick it over to Bart again for follow up questions if he has

any.

MR. BARNUM: Yeah, so one question. I was looking at a —--
this is Bart, NTSB, Gelia -- a receipt from, for the Scandies Rose
of some meat purchased in Seattle. How was -- how did that --

that was December 10, I believe. How did that get to the Scandies
up here like on Kodiak?

MS. COOPER: I sent it via Stan (ph.) Alaska from down here
up to there, so that when it was time, they put the meat on board
and head out.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. I'm sorry. I'm not familiar with that
company.

MS. COOPER: Oh we -- a barge. I sent it by a barge.

MR. BARNUM: Okay. Great. Thank you. And Dan, if you're

still there, the Amatuli -- oh, you took a different route than
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the route the Scandies Rose took, correct?

MR. MATTSEN: Yes, I did.

MR. BARNUM: And why was that? Why was the reason you went
the southern way?

MR. MATTSEN: The reason why was because I missed the tide.
To get through Whale Pass, you have to leave at a certain stage of
the tide. 1If you generally leave at the bottom of the tide or
within an hour past the bottom of the tide in Kodiak city or
Kodiak town, you can make it through Whale Pass.

But Whale Pass has very strong currents. And just last
minute, you know, the last-minute items piled up, and I didn't
feel like I would be able to get through Whale Pass and I'd end up
having to wait another 6 to 12 hours. So I decided to head around
Chiniak and go down the eastside. And that's really the only
reason. It wasn't, it wasn't weather routing or anything like
that. It was just missed one tide, and I still felt the weather
was kind of good enough for me to start my trip.

MR. BARNUM: Understood. Thank you for that information,
very much. And how many pots were you carrying?

MR. MATTSEN: I'm carrying none. We were going out there to
tender, so all I had was a fish pump and dewater box, sorting
table, a weigh box, conveyor. It was all, you know, mostly
aluminum construction and not nearly -- it wasn't nearly the same
load that a crabber would have.

MR. BARNUM: Understood. Sure. Thank you. That's all I
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have. Thank you very much.

MR. MATTSEN: You're welcome.

LT - All right. Again, I'll open it up to the group,
if anybody has anything to add for this interview, anything we did
not cover.

MR. BARCOTT: Yeah. This is Mike Barcott. I've got nothing
to add, no other questions.

LT - Okay. At this time, we are concluding the
interview. It is 1356.

(Whereupon, 1:56 p.m., the interview was concluded.)
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