




Wednesday, July 17, 2019 Location, Alvord Desert, southeast Oregon. 
 
I witnessed a fatal accident in a glider in which Dave Kibby was piloting. He was being auto 
towed in a glider off the Alvord desert using a 4,000 ft. line. He had just become airborne when I 
noticed that he was not climbing, and the parachute used to slow the descent of the line after 
release, opened and closed a few times. This is not unusual, especially under windy conditions, 
which it was.  
 
The normal procedure is to put a little more tension on the line by increasing the angle of attack. 
This appeared to be what he was doing. Suddenly, the pitch angle increased and the right wing 
rose as if he was doing a wing over maneuver. The aircraft kitted up and rotated to the left 
where it impacted in a near vertical position on the desert floor. He was probably at a  height of 
100 to 150 feet. 
 
I knew as I watched this unfold that it was not survivable. 
 
Ron Poe 
 




