














 

SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT 

CAPTAIN TRAVIS WELLINGTON TAYLOR 

1. My name is Travis Wellington Taylor.  I am 30 years-old. I reside at 43 Wilmar Rd., 
Nassau, Bahamas. 
 

2. As reflected in my prior statement, I hold a 500 Ton Master’s / 3,000 Ton Chief Mate’s 
License from the Bahamas Maritime Authority. My certifications include:  

 
Certificate of Competency – Master 500GT 
Certificate of Competency – Chief Mate 3,000GT 
Certificate of Competency – Officer in Charge of Navigational Watch (OICNW) 
–Unlimited 

 
3. My time aboard the TROPIC BREEZE included service as a Chief Mate from December 

07, 2019, to November 30, 2021, and service as the Master from December 01, 2021, to  
December 23, 2021. 
 

4. The TROPIC BREEZE departed Clifton Pier, Nassau at approximately 1800 local time 
December 23, 2021, and was bound, on a northerly course, for Great Stirrup Cay, Bahamas. 
We proceeded at 1600 RPMS or approximately 5 knots.  
 

5. The collision happened at approximately 2207 hours. At the time, winds were NNE at 5 to 
10 knots.  
 

6. There were no issues with the radar.  The radar was showing targets during the voyage. 
The radar antenna is located forward of starboard side monkey island. There is a radar blind 
spot located aft of the exhaust funnel.   
 

7. The AIS system, which is not required equipment, had intermittent power loss but was 
otherwise functional. The power loss caused the AIS to cut off approximately once a week 
for a minute or two before powering back up automatically.  
 



8. Prior to the collision there were numerous communications over VHF channel 16 and 
channel 9 during the voyage.  
 

9. As per company checklist, there are physical and visual rounds of the full accommodations 
interior and exterior and the navigation equipment, and a detailed 360 degree look around 
of the vessel’s surroundings. 
 

10. There was no response to the “MAYDAY” call.  
 

11. The navigational rules that should and were considered include: 
 

 Rule 5 - Look-Out. 
o This applies to both vessels. TROPIC BREEZE was maintaining a 

proper lookout.  
 Rule 6 - Safe Speed.  

o This applies to both vessels. TROPIC BREEZE was maintaining a 
proper speed.  By contrast the UTOPIA IV had sufficient speed to 
impact TROPIC BREEZE with sufficient force to sink TROPIC 
BREEZE.  

 Rule 7 - Risk of Collision.  
o This applies to both vessels. Consistent with the Rule, TROPIC 

BREEZE maintained proper watch and safe speed throughout – 
including use of radar and frequent checks of the surroundings – to 
assess the risk of collision.    

 Rule 8 - Actions to Avoid Collision. 
o This applies to both vessels, but TROPIC BREEZE despite 

operating with a proper lookout and at a safe speed did not have any 
opportunity to take action to avoid the collision.   

 Rule 13 - Overtaking.   
o Put’s responsibility on the UTOPIA IV as the “give-way” vessel  

(“any vessel overtaking any other shall keep out of the way of the 
vessel being overtaken”). 

 Rule 16 - Action by Give-way Vessel 
o Applicable to UTOPIA IV (“Every vessel which is directed to keep 

out of the way of another vessel shall, so far as possible, take early 
and substantial action to keep well clear.”) 

 Rule 17 - Action by Stand-on Vessel 
o Applicable to TROPIC BREEZE (“(a) (i) Where one of two vessels 

is to keep out of the way the other shall keep her course and speed. 
(ii) The latter vessel may however take action to avoid collision by 






