
Clues for accident of Extra 400 N13EP 
owned and piloted by Tim Valentine  

Accident site, Ponca City, OK 08/06/18 
Five fatalities 

 
 

 
 
The clues below are being submitted to the NTSB in an effort to provide clues which may help 
determine the cause of the crash of N13EP near Ponca City, OK Saturday 08/06/18 
 
 

● Problems discovered by previous owner - Tim shared with me one time that he learned 

after he purchased the airplane that the previous owner had problems with the engine.  I 

do not recall what those issues were. 

● Owner shared limitations of engine options- In casual discussions with Tim, he told me 

that the Extra had an unusual engine and that there were no other options for engines. 

● Near emergency landing - Tim conducted a VMC safety meeting for our EAA group (I 

believe the date was 04/16/18)  He included in the meeting an incident that he had 

where he was forced to land because of engine problems.  In his meeting materials (MS 

Power Point) he included photographs of issues found during the repairs. (These 

photographs are probably still on his laptop that he used for the meeting.  Also he may 

have discussed this issue with Dale Wilkens) 

● Cylinder repair enroute to OSH - I learned via Dale Wilkens that Tim had an issue with 

one of the cylinders enroute to OSH a few weeks ago.  (Dale Wilkens may have more 

information on this) 

● Photo of engine analyzer screen - Dale Wilkens told me that Tim had sent him a 

screenshot from an engine analyzer recently that shown information of concern.  (Dale 

Wilkens may still have this screenshot) 

● Odd engine sound - Brad Foster who you have already talked to shared with me that the 

engine of the Extra sounded strange.  He said it sounded like it may have had a loose 
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exhaust or something.  (Could it be a cylinder going bad again?  Is it possible that Tim V. 

had ANR headsets on that prevented him from hearing the problem?) 

● Mushing on takeoff - Brad Foster tells me that he watched the Extra take off and it 

appeared to struggle for altitude.  He said each time the use came up, the nose 

appeared to be forced down to gain airspeed.  Brad watched the airplane take off to the 

south and make a right hand traffic turn.  He did not watch it beyond the departure turn 

to the west. 

● Aircraft circling over crash sight - Brad Foster heard on the radio someone being told to 

“hover” over the crash sight so that emergency crews could find the crash.  (I just 

learned that this person was Jim Roberts -  who you have already spoken 

to.) 

● Speculation - My speculation of the incident was that Tim realized that the aircraft was 

having issues and was attempting to return to the runway since the witness on his 

mower heard the airplane so low.  Because the airplane was low and slow, it stalled on 

the turn to the base leg. 

 
Summary - if any of us can be of further assistance, please call us. 
 
Thank you 
 
Bret Chilcott 
Pilot 
Neodesha, KS 
======================= 
 
 
Contact information: 
 

Bret Chilcott 
Cell phone  
Email:   

Pilot.  Writer of this document.  Friend of Tim Valentine, coordinator of VMC 
safety program at local EAA chapter 

 
Dale Wilkens 
Cell phone  
Email:   
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Pilot.  Friend of Tim Valentine.  Has ridden in the Extra 400.  Tim had sent 
screenshots of engine analyser  
 

Brad Foster 
Cell phone  

(The NTSB has talked to Brad Saturday)  Pilot.  Saw Extra land, took photo of 
aircraft just prior to takeoff, heard engine sounding strange, saw Extra takeoff, 
struggling to get out of ground effect.  Did not see actual accident. 
 
 

News media: 
 
In an effort to find a video or witness of the crash I found an interview from a TV 
news station per this link: 
https://kfor.com/2018/08/04/two-children-among-five-killed-in-ponca-city-plane-cr
ash/  
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Person Contacted: Bradley Foster ( ) 
NTSB Accident Number: CEN18FA310 
 
 
Narrative: 
Private pilot Bradley J. Foster called the NTSB Communication Center to report having 
information concerning the airplane accident involving N13EP, an Extra EA-400 airplane. The 
following details were relayed: 
 
He had flown in to the KPNC fly-in breakfast and had observed the airplane land. He thought 
that the engine sounded unusual and speculated that there was an exhaust leak.  
 
He later observed the airplane as it departed KPNC. He recalled that the airplane seems to 
“mush” as it took off. The airplane did not appear to be climbing normally and the engine did not 
sound normal.  
 
The airplane took off with the wind to the south and began to slowly gain altitude, he estimates 
that the airplane was about 100 ft above the ground when it turned right and departed the area to 
the west. 
 
He did not observe the airplane further.  
 
---END--- 
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Person Contacted: Shannon Spurgeon ( ) 
NTSB Accident Number: CEN18FA310 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Private pilot, Shannon Spurgeon, called the NTSB Communication Center to report witnessed 
the accident sequence involve N13EP, an Extra EA-400 airplane. He had been at the fly-in 
breakfast at Ponca City and had departed the airport. While climbing out from the airport, he 
recalled seeing an airport at his 10 o’clock position, it was far enough away that he couldn’t quite 
make out the specific model of airplane. The airplane was maneuvering erratically (banking and 
pitching), he said that the airplane did a steep nose down maneuver, followed by an equal nose-
up maneuver. He estimated the airplane’s attitude as 30° nose down and 30° nose up. He 
momentarily lost the airplane in the haze and didn’t re-acquire the airplane for about 2 minutes 
while scanning instruments and piloting his own airplane. The second time he saw the airplane it 
was maneuvering and pitching up and down. He said the airplane appeared to be flying too fast 
to be performing a slow flight type maneuver. He scanned his instruments and the third time he 
saw the airplane it was nose down and turning, but not like a spin. He saw the airplane’s wings 
level and the airplane impacted the ground. Smoke obscured the crash site. He radioed KPNC on 
CTAF about the airplane crash. He flew over the accident site to provide and accurate position of 
the accident site for first responders. He stated that during the accident sequence, the airplane 
initially was travelled north, then south, and then turned east towards KPNC.  
 
When asked if he witnesses any smoke or vapor from the airport, Spurgeon said that he did not 
observe anything like that. 
 
When asked if any parts had departed the airplane prior to the crash, he said that he did not 
observe any parts departing the airplane.  
 
---END--- 
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