


I observed the helicopter fly over rather slowly in a south easterly direction.  He appeared to be 

descending as he came over. I recall thinking he was somewhat low (just above the power lines and not 

much if any higher than the tallest trees that surround Packer Field.  He seemed to slow down and be at 

almost a hover over the southern half of our LZ and closer to the center.  His nose went back and forth 

laterally and the aircraft wobbled a bit from side to side in a rocking motion.  I wondered what he was 

doing – was he trying to get our attention as our aircraft was on the ground? The aircraft steadied and I 

recall the engine revving and the aircraft accelerated forward as though he were continuing his journey.  

I turned away for a moment and when I looked back, he was on the far side of the tree line between the 

trees and Packer Ave.  I could see the blades just above the treetops and descending.  I remember 

thinking “Is he landing there??”.  The nose of the aircraft was pointed south. The aircraft then came up 

and then backwards – the tail boom hit the power lines (big explosion sound) and then tilted or drifted 

to the right into the tree.  (I want to say I could hear the branches cracking and breaking but I cannot 

swear to that.)   It was coming down on its right side almost upside down until the blades hit the ground 

and disintegrated and the right front (almost the top) of the aircraft hit first and then fell back on its side 

and came to a rest.  I turned away and went into our trailer for our volunteer who is a nurse.   

This is the my recollection of the events on 29 July 2022.  I do not recall the specific time but I do know 

that our last flight we had conducted took off at 1328hrs. We try to track the times that our flights take 

off and that is the time I entered in our spreadsheet we use for when the skids cleared the ground. They 

were in the air for 8-10 minutes and had been back on the ground for a good 20 minutes at least.   
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