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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
Office of Aviation Safety 
Washington, D.C.  20594 

 
November 10, 2020 

Witness Statements 
Factual Report 

By Adam M. Gerhardt 
 
1. EVENT DETAILS 

Location: Pylesville, MD 
Date: April 25, 2020  
Aircraft: Hughes 369D 
Registration: N9159F  
Operator: Haverfield Aviation 
NTSB Number: ERA20LA160  
 
2. SUMMARY 

On April 25, 2020, at 1240 eastern daylight time, a Hughes 369D helicopter, N9159F, 
was substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Pylesville, 
Maryland. The pilot was not injured. The helicopter was operated by Haverfield Aviation 
as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 133 rotorcraft external load 
operation. 
 
3. DETAILS OF THIS REPORT 

Several witness statements from ground personnel who witnessed the accident were 
provided by Haverfield Aviation. This report combines those statements and their 
contents have not been edited. 

   
3.1. Witness Statements 

3.1.1. Statement 1  

Tyler Bernasconi 
April 25, 2020 
 
Haverfield team was in the process of unclipping and transferring top phase to middle 
phase with crane/ladder team, top phase was Unclipped by ladder team, crane came in 
and positioned to wire lip by ladder team once ladder was removed from str crane 
proceeded to move wire from top down to middle phase but was having problems 
getting past the middle arm helicopter hooked up wire lip to phase to help get past 
middle arm in the process the helicopter picked the wire enough to make the crane wire 
lip go limp for a spilt sec once that happened the helicopter lost power in the descend it 
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landed on its skids but due to the HEC line being attached to the wire lip on top phase 
still the rope flipped the helicopter on to its side and pulled him from the field to the str 
stopping on the mats haverfield personnel proceeded with haverfield accident protocol 
once I reached the accident pilot was pulled out of helicopter and doing alright from 
there emergency personnel showed up and took over 
 
TBernasconi 
 
3.1.2. Statement 2 
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3.1.3. Statement 3 
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3.1.4. Statement 4 
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3.1.5. Statement 5 
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3.1.6. Statement 6 

 
On April 25th 2020 around 1315 I witnessed the helicopter crash. 10 minutes before Andrew 
took off I had just finished fueling 20 gallons into his helicopter. I then was in the LZ while the 
crane was trying to pull the wire with a wire lip around the tower arm and lower it to the middle 
phase, but the wire got caught on a welded tap on top of the arm. Andrew than assisted in 
pulling on top phase with a wire lip to pick the wire up and over the weld and the end of the arm. 
Than the helicopter shut off and quickly headed towards the ground still attached to the HEC 
line and wire. Once blades stopped spinning I ran and grabbed our AED while others ran to 
Andrew with a fire extinguisher. Throttle fuel and battery were all off and nobody was injured. 
 
Anthony Ferro 4/25/2020 
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