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DIGEST (CONT )

He noted that while he was flying at this point that the cloud tops were at about 2700 
feet. 
He also said that in a lot of situations he will use an IFLY 740 VFR portable GPS to avoid 
the more complex keystrokes needed in operating the Garmin 430W. 
When he turned onto the final approach course he noticed that there was no LPV glideslope 
showing. He discounted that and continued in. He did not consider that he was then 
effectively flying an LNAV approach with much higher minimums. When questioned about 
whether the GPS had transitioned into approach mode, he did not appear to really understand 
the question. 
He had set an altitude alarm for 800 feet. When he reached 1200 feet he sighted the ground 
and said that he could not recall his altitude between that point and the crash. He said he 
was responding to the Siren call of seeing the ground. He did not notice the 800 foot alarm 
and was very busy keeping contact with the ground through the side window and working at 
"pulling the airport out of the soup" when he saw the power lines. He specifically stated 
that he was familiar with the power lines and believed he was on the airport side of them. 
He also said that he was flying without the landing light at that point, since it would 
have made it more difficult to see the airport through the fog. 
He said that he never flew an approach on the autopilot, the autopilot was not capable of 
flying a coupled glide slope and that he found the control movements from the autopilot 
difficult to deal with while he was controlling the descent. 
He repeatedly said that he was an excellent pilot, and talked about his high quality 
landings in the Mooney.
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