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while employed by Jantran, Inc. He stated he had been driving towboats for about 10-15 
years. He noted that while he may have never pushed 15 barges loaded with coal, he has 
often pushed 15 barges loaded with other cargo of similar weight and size. Mr. McClay also 
asked if he was familiar with driving through lock channels, and the concept of “outdraft.” Mr. 
Springer replied that, yes, he was familiar.  
 
Mr. McClay asked if Mr. Springer could recall if had been using his cellular phone prior to the 
incident. Mr. Springer stated he did not, except maybe to play music. Mr.  asked Mr. 
Springer if he recognized two phone numbers, to which Mr. Springer replied they were his and 
his wife’s. Mr. Springer said that he couldn’t remember if he used his phone, but that we 
(USCG and NTSB) could probably look it up. Mr.  then noted that we had already 
obtained the cellular phone records.  
 
In addition, Mr. Springer expressed regret about the mishap, explaining again that he had 
never been through that portion of the Ohio River and didn’t anticipate the currents the way 
“the river was running so bad.” Mr. McClay asked if he could recall anything about the watch 
turnover with the captain prior to taking the day of the contact. Mr. Springer stated he could 
not remember. He also noted that his transition on to the Amber Brittany had been somewhat 
rushed and chaotic because of the vessel being recently boarded by authorities. 
 




