


Mr. Amspoker stated he checked the windsock at the departure end of RWY27. Mr. Amspoker 
stated the windsock showed a tailwind and was “about halfway up” (this ASI estimates the wind 
would be somewhere around 7-12 knots if the estimate by Mr. Amspoker is true).  
 
Mr. Amspoker decided to takeoff on RWY 09 instead of taxiing to the other end of the runway. 
Mr. Amspoker accelerated down the runway, rotated at appx 80 KIAS (IAW AA-5 AFM), but 
then loss lift and ground effect as he climbed (this ASI suspects that once out of the boundary 
layer of the runway, the downwind windspeed increased, causing loss of lift).  
 
Mr. Amspoker stated he was not able to climb anymore, an unrecoverable descent began, and the 
airplane impacted the ground on the approximately 100 feet to left side of the departure end of 
RWY 09’s threshold with substantial damage to the airframe, but no post-crash fire or explosion.  
Mr. Amspoker stated he knew what he did wrong and appeared to be very hard on himself about 
the whole event. Mr. Amspoker stated he would be amenable to remedial training. 
 
Follow up call by Ron Green, ASI on 07/09/2021:  
 
Details of flight were as described above.  
 
Mr. Amspoker has approximately 900 hours of total flight time and has not recently attended any 
safety seminars.  
 
Mr. Amspoker was very forthcoming about what he did incorrectly, from both an 
assertiveness/judgment standpoint as well as aerodynamically how the tailwind takeoff set him 
up for failure.  
 




