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February 17, 2015 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
MarComInt File No. 15-006 

 
Regulatory Compliance Survey                      
as of February 17, 2015 

                                                     
M/V Pro Assist III 

 
Purpose: On February 17, 2015, the undersigned, at the request of and for the account 
of American Tugs Inc., conducted a regulatory compliance survey of the M/V Pro 
Assist III, O.N. 257007, in Las Mares, PR, for the purpose of evaluating the current level 
of compliance on the vessel with regard to U.S. Coast Guard regulations. 
 
Scope:  This survey involved an evaluation of the vessel’s compliance with federal 
regulations.  Applicable Codes of Federal Regulation were used along with U.S. Coast 
Guard Uninspected Towing Vessel Exam checklist. 
  
Attending:  Captain Pedro Rivera – representing American Tugs, Inc.  
 
Vessel Particulars: 
Name -                               Pro Assist III 
Official number –   257007 
Hull material –   Steel  
Dimensions –   111.3’ X 27.5’ X 10.7 
Owner/Operator-   Pro Assist III, Inc.  
Built –     1949/Nashville, TN  
Gross tons -    148 GRT/241 GIT - 100 NRT/72 NTI 
Horse power -   Reported - 3000 
Fuel capacity -   Reported – 25000 gals.  
Ballast water  -   municipal only, does not exchange water with the sea. 
 
Certificates and Expiration Dates:  
Certificate of Documentation -  Expires:  8/31/2015 
Certificate of Inspection -    Uninspected 
FCC Station ID/MMSI 367555530 Expires:  10/11/2022 
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Certificates and Expiration Dates:  
Life Raft Service     Expires: 10/13/2015 
Life Raft Hydrostatic Release  Expires: 5/2016 
EPIRB NOAA Registration  Expires: 2/26/2015 
EPIRB Battery Service   Expires: 5/2018 
EPIRB Hydrostatic Release  Expires: 5/2016 
 
General Description:  The vessel is a typical towing vessel which engages in 
harbor/ship assist and escort. 
 
Regulatory Summary:  The regulations that may apply to uninspected towing vessels 
range from vessel documentation, navigation lights, fire extinguishing equipment, oil 
pollution, navigation-safety equipment, and towing vessel fire detection/ suppression 
equipment. These regulations are found in many different sections of the CFR.  
 
Note:  The items listed with Citations and Deficiencies reflect actual non-compliance 
items with currently existing regulations applicable to the subject vessel, and/or 
applicable regulations that could not be verified at the time of survey.  
 
Citation:      Deficiencies: 
 
1. 47 CFR 80.409(f)(3)    1. Radiotelephony stations subject to the 

Bridge-to-Bridge Act must record entries 
indicated by paragraphs (e)(1), (3), (5) (6), 
(7), (10), and (11) ... (1) A summary of all 
distress and urgency communications 
affecting the station's own ship, all 
distress alerts relayed by the station's own 
ship, and all distress call 
acknowledgements and other 
communications received from search and 
rescue authorities. (3) The time of any 
inadvertent transmissions of distress, 
urgency and safety signals including the 
time and method of cancellation. (5) A 
daily statement about the condition of the 
required radiotelephone equipment, as 
determined by either normal 
communication or test communication. 
(6) A weekly entry that: (i) The proper 
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functioning of digital selective calling 
(DSC) equipment has been verified by 
actual communications or a test call; (ii) 
The portable survival craft radio gear and 
radar transponders have been tested; and 
(iii) The EPIRBs have been inspected. (7) 
An entry at least once every 30 days that 
the batteries or other reserve power 
sources have been checked and are 
functioning properly. (10) When the 
master is notified about improperly 
operating radiotelephone equipment. An 
appropriate log entry of these actions shall 
be made.  The FCC Station Log was on 
board, but the required information 
described above was not maintained. 

 
2. 33 CFR 83.01(g)     2. The operator of each self-propelled 

vessel 12 meters or more in length shall 
carry on board and maintain for ready 
reference a copy of these Rules. At the 
time of survey, a current edition of the 
Rules was not board the vessel. 

 
3. 33 CFR 164.72(b)(2)(ii) 3. A currently corrected edition of, or an 

applicable currently corrected extract 
from, each of the following publications 
for the area to be transited: Coast Guard 
Light List; (B) Notices to Mariners 
published by the National Imagery and 
Mapping Agency, or LNMs published by 
the Coast Guard; (C) Tidal-current tables 
published by private entities using data 
provided by the NOS, …: (D) Tide tables 
published by private entities using data 
provided by the NOS; and (E) U.S. Coast 
Pilot.  The above General Publications on 
board the vessel at the time of survey 
were uncorrected 2013 editions. 
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4. 33 CFR 16472(a)(5) 4. By August 2, 2001, an echo depth-
sounding device readable from the vessel's 
main steering station, unless the vessel 
engages in towing exclusively on Western 
Rivers.  The vessel was not equipped with 
the required echo depth sounding device 
at the time of survey. 

 
5. 33 CFR 155.820 5. The vessel operator shall keep a written 

record available for inspection by the 
COTP or OCMI of: (a) The name of each 
person currently designated as a person in 
charge of transfer operations. (b) The date 
and result of the most recent test and 
inspection of each item tested or 
inspected as required by §156.170 of this 
chapter; (c) The hose information 
required by §154.500 (e) and (g) of this 
chapter unless that information is marked 
on the hose; and (d) The Declaration of 
Inspection as required by §156.150(f) of 
this chapter.  The above records were not 
maintained and not available for review at 
the time of the survey. 

 
6. 33 CFR 155.800 6. Hose used to transfer oil or hazardous 

material must meet the requirements of 
§154.500 of this chapter. Each hose must 
be marked with one of the following: (1) 
The name of each product for which the 
hose may be used; or (2) For oil products, 
the words “OIL SERVICE” (f) Each 
hose also must be marked with the 
following, except that the information 
required by paragraphs (f)(2) and (3) of 
this section need not be marked on the 
hose if it is recorded in the hose records 
of the vessel or facility, and the hose is 
marked to identify it with that 
information: (1) Maximum allowable 
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working pressure; (2) Date of 
manufacture; and (3) Date of the latest 
test required by 33 CFR 156.170.  The 
hose assemblies reported to be used for 
fuel oil transfer and waste oil/slops 
discharge were not marked with the 
required information. 

 
7. 46 CFR 25.30-05     7. All hand portable fire extinguishers, 

semiportable fire extinguishing systems, 
and fixed fire extinguishing systems shall 
be of an approved type. Two B-II 
portable extinguishers located in the 
machinery space fiddly bearing USCG 
approval numbers 162.028 EX 1216 when 
in bracket 30865 were found in brackets 
marked 10HB.  USCG approved portable 
extinguishers must be located in the 
approved bracket as indicated on the 
manufacturer’s label.  

 
8. 46 CFR 25.30-05     8. All hand portable fire extinguishers, 

semiportable fire extinguishing systems, 
and fixed fire extinguishing systems shall 
be of an approved type. The B-I portable 
extinguisher located in the machinery 
space fiddly bearing USCG approval 
number 162.028 EX 2199 when in 
bracket 79456 was found in a bracket 
marked 20HB. USCG approved portable 
extinguishers must be located in the 
approved bracket as indicated on the 
manufacturer’s label.    

 
9. 46 CFR 25.30-05     9. All hand portable fire extinguishers, 

semiportable fire extinguishing systems, 
and fixed fire extinguishing systems shall 
be of an approved type. Two B-III 
portable extinguishers located in the 
machinery space bearing USCG approval 
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number 162.028 EX 1216 when in 
bracket 30937 were found in a brackets 
marked 15HB and 20HB. USCG 
approved portable extinguishers must be 
located in the approved bracket as 
indicated on the manufacturer’s label.  

 
10. 46 CFR 25.30-05    10. All hand portable fire extinguishers, 

semiportable fire extinguishing systems, 
and fixed fire extinguishing systems shall 
be of an approved type. The B-I portable 
extinguisher located in the machinery 
space bearing USCG approval number 
162.028 EX 2199 when in bracket 79456 
was found in a bracket marked 15HB. 
USCG approved portable extinguishers 
must be located in the approved bracket 
as indicated on the manufacturer’s label.
  

11. 46 CFR 25.30-05    11. All hand portable fire extinguishers, 
semiportable fire extinguishing systems, 
and fixed fire extinguishing systems shall 
be of an approved type. The B-II portable 
extinguisher located in the compressor 
room bearing USCG approval number 
162.028 EX 1216 when in bracket 30865 
was found in a bracket marked 10HB. 
USCG approved portable extinguishers 
must be located in the approved bracket 
as indicated on the manufacturer’s label. 

 
12.  46 CFR 27.303     12. On towing vessels in inland service, 

and on towing vessels in ocean or coastal 
service whose construction was 
contracted for before August 27, 2003, in 
addition to the minimum number of hand-
portable fire extinguishers required by 46 
CFR 25.30, must carry the following fire-
extinguishing equipment on board— 
An approved B-V semi-portable fire-
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extinguishing system to protect the engine 
room; or, a fixed fire-extinguishing system 
installed to protect the engine room of the 
vessel. The vessel was not fitted with an 
approved semi-portable B-V fire 
extinguisher to protect the engine room.   

 
13. USCG Policy Letter CG 543 10-06   13. The vessel was fitted with a fixed CO2 

hose reel/rack system that does meet the 
requirements of 46 CFR Part 76 and can 
be considered as “Excess Equipment” 
allowed by USCG Policy Letter CG 543 
10-06 dated 28 DEC 2010.  The excess 
equipment must be listed by an 
independent testing laboratory, designed, 
installed, tested and maintained in 
accordance with the equipment 
manufacturer’s descriptions and by 
relevant NFPA standards.  At the time of 
the survey, no documentation could be 
produced to attest to the CO2 hose reel 
compliance with above mentioned 
descriptions and standards. 

 
13. 46 CFR 27.203(b)    13. The fire detection system must be 

installed, tested, and maintained in line 
with the manufacturer's design manual.  
The installed fire detection system did not 
bear a service tag indicating the 
manufacturer’s required maintenance had 
been performed. 

 
14. 46 CFR 27.207     14. Each remote valve control should be 

marked in clearly legible letters, at least 25 
millimeters (1 inch) high, indicating the 
purpose of the valve and the way to 
operate it.  The “way to operate” the valve 
(PULL) was not marked as required. 
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15. USCG Policy Letter CG-543 10-06  15. Generally, any Coast Guard type-
approved equipment may be carried as 
"excess" provided it is maintained in 
accordance with the equipment 
manufacturer's recommendations and/or 
appropriate national industry consensus 
standard(s). Example: Coast Guard 
approved visual distress signals that are 
not required to be carried on board 
UTVs.  USCG approved Visual Distress 
Signals were found expired 6/14 and 
should be removed from the vessel. 

 ` 
16. 33 CFR 155.750     16. (a) The transfer procedures required 

by §155.720 must contain, either in the 
order listed or by use of a cross-reference 
index page: (1) A list of each product 
transferred to or from the vessel, 
including the following information: (i) 
Generic or chemical name; and (iii) 
Applicability of transfer procedures; (2) A 
description of each transfer system on the 
vessel including: (i) A line diagram of the 
vessel's transfer piping, including the 
location of each valve, pump, control 
device, vent, and overflow; 3) The 
number of persons required to be on duty 
during transfer operations; (4) The duties 
by title of each officer, person in charge, 
tankerman, deckhand, and any other 
person required for each transfer 
operation; (5) Procedures and duty 
assignments for tending the vessel's 
moorings during the transfer of oil or 
hazardous material.  The fuel transfer 
procedures did not contain the above 
required information. 
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Regulatory Compliance Survey                      
as of August 22, 2016 

                                                     
M/V Proassist III 

 
Purpose: On August 22, 2016, the undersigned, at the request of and for the account of 
American Tugs, Inc., conducted a regulatory compliance survey of the M/V Proassist 
III, O.N. 257007, in Las Mareas, Puerto Rico for the purpose of evaluating the current 
level of compliance on the vessel with regard to U.S Coast Guard regulations. 
 
Scope:  This survey involved an evaluation of the vessel’s compliance with federal 
regulations. Applicable Codes of Federal Regulation and Coast Guard uninspected 
towing vessel exam form. 
 
Attending:  Captain Pedro Rivera Jr. – representing American Tugs, Inc.  
 
Vessel Particulars: 
Name -                               Proassist III 
Official number –   257007 
Hull material –   Steel  
Dimensions –   111.3.’ X 27.5’ X 10.7’ 
Owner/Operator-   Proassist III Inc. 
Built –     1949/Nashville, TN 
Gross tons -    148 GRT/241 GIT-100 NRT/72 NTI  
Horse power -   Reported - 3000 
Fuel capacity -   Reported – 25,000 gals.  
Ballast water  -   municipal only, does not exchange water with the sea. 
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Certificates and Expiration Dates:  
Certificate of Documentation - Expires: August 31, 2017 

Operational Endorsement: Coastwise 
No restrictions 

Certificate of Inspection -   uninspected 
FCC Station ID/MMSI -  367555530 Expires: October 11, 2022 
Life Raft Inspection -  Expires: October 2016 
Life Raft Hydrostatic release - Expires: August 2018 
EPIRB battery -   Expires: May 2018 
EPIRB Hydrostatic release - Expires: August 2018 
EPIRB Registration -  Expires: March 2017 
 
General Description:  This vessel operates as a typical tug boat which engages in 
harbor/ship assist and escort.  
 
Regulatory Summary:  The regulations that may apply to uninspected towing vessels 
range from vessel documentation, navigation lights, fire extinguishing equipment, oil 
pollution, navigation-safety equipment, and towing vessel fire detection/suppression 
equipment. These regulations are found in many different sections of the CFR.  
 
Note: The items listed with Citations and Deficiencies reflect actual non-compliance 
items with currently existing regulations applicable to the subject vessel, and/or 
applicable regulations that could not be verified at the time of survey.  
 
Citation:      Deficiencies: 
 
1. 33 CFR 155.820(a)    1. The vessel operator shall keep a written 

record available for inspection by the 
COTP or OCMI of: The name of each 
person currently designated as a person-
in-charge (PIC) of transfer operations.  

       *When asked, the captain stated he has to 
print a new PIC list to place on board. 

 
2. 33 CFR 155.740(c)    2. The oil transfer procedures required by 

33 CFR 155.720 must be permanently 
posted or available at a place where the 
procedures can be easily seen and used by 
members of the crew when engaged in 
transfer operations.  
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*The fuel transfer procedures provided by 
the captain were in the Safety 
Management System manual and are not 
permanently posted or at a place where 
they can be easily seen and used during 
transfers.  

 
 
 
3. 33 CFR 155.820(d) 3. The vessel operator shall keep a written 

record available for inspection by the 
COTP or OCMI of: The Declaration of 
Inspection (DOI).  

 *The captain stated there were none on 
board. 

 
4. 33 CFR 83.23     4. Equipment for sound signals (Rule 33). 

A vessel of 65.6 ft.-328.1 feet shall be 
provided with a 11.8” bell.  

       *The vessel’s bell is on board but was 
removed for painting.  

 
5. 33 CFR 164.72(a)(5) 5. Each towing vessel must be equipped 

with the following navigational-safety 
equipment: echo depth-sounding device. 
By August 2, 2001, an echo depth-
sounding device readable from the vessel's 
main steering station, unless the vessel 
engages in towing exclusively on Western 
Rivers.  

 *According to the captain, the echo 
depth-sounding device has been procured 
but the transducer must be installed on 
the hull at the next drydocking. 

 
6. 33 CFR 164.72(a)(4) 6. The vessel must be fitted with a 

properly illuminated magnetic compass. 
* The magnetic compass on board is not 
properly illuminated. The captain stated 
the bulb was burned out  



MarComInt File No. 16-056                                                                                            page 4 
M/V Pro Assist III 
American Tugs, Inc. 

132 Lavergne Street   New Orleans, LA 70114       504.249.5291        info@marcomint.com 
www.maritimecomplianceinternational.com 

7. 46 CFR 27.203     7. You must have a fire-detection system 
installed on your vessel to detect engine-
room fires. Any owner of a vessel whose 
construction was contracted for before 
January 18, 2000, may use an existing 
engine-room-monitoring system (with 
fire-detection capability) instead of a fire-
detection system, if the monitoring system 
is operable and complies with this section. 
You must ensure that (g) the system is 
certified by a Registered Professional 
Engineer, or by a recognized classification 
society (under 46 CFR part 8), to comply 
with paragraphs (a) through (f) of this 
section.  

       *The captain could not produce a 
certification letter by a Registered 
Professional Engineer or classification 
society. 

 
8. 46 CFR 25.30-5     8. All portable fire extinguishers bearing a 

USCG approval number must be secured 
in the bracket specified on the approval 
label.  

       *Fire extinguishers located throughout the 
vessel were not in approved brackets. 

 
9. USCG Policy Letter CG 543 10-06 9. The vessel was fitted with a fixed CO2 

hose reel/rack system that does not meet 
the requirements of 46 CFR Part 76 and 
can be considered as ‘‘Excess Equipment” 
allowed by USCG Policy Letter CG 543 
10-06 dated 28 DEC 2010.  The excess 
equipment must be listed by an 
independent testing laboratory, designed, 
installed, tested and maintained in 
accordance with the equipment 
manufacture’s descriptions and by 
relevant NFPA standards. 







 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 






