
Referenced Excerpts from Title 49 Subtitle B Chapter I 
Subchapter D 191 

Electronic Code of Federal Regulations (https://ecfr.gov) 

Published by the Federal Register, as of July 5, 2019 

 
 

191.3: Definitions 

As used in this part and the PHMSA Forms referenced in this part— 

Administrator means the Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration or 
his or her delegate 

Confirmed Discovery means when it can be reasonably determined, based on information available 
to the operator at the time a reportable event has occurred, even if only based on a preliminary 
evaluation. 

Gas means natural gas, flammable gas, or gas which is toxic or corrosive; 

Incident means any of the following events: 

(1) An event that involves a release of gas from a pipeline, gas from an underground 
natural gas storage facility, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, refrigerant gas, 
or gas from an LNG facility, and that results in one or more of the following consequences: 

(i) A death, or personal injury necessitating in-patient hospitalization; 

(ii) Estimated property damage of $50,000 or more, including loss to the operator 
and others, or both, but excluding cost of gas lost; or 

(iii) Unintentional estimated gas loss of three million cubic feet or more. 

(2) An event that results in an emergency shutdown of an LNG facility or an underground 
natural gas storage facility. Activation of an emergency shutdown system for reasons other 
than an actual emergency does not constitute an incident. 

(3) An event that is significant in the judgment of the operator, even though it did not meet 
the criteria of paragraph (1) or (2) of this definition. 

LNG facility means a liquefied natural gas facility as defined in §193.2007 of part 193 of this 
chapter; 

Master Meter System means a pipeline system for distributing gas within, but not limited to, a 
definable area, such as a mobile home park, housing project, or apartment complex, where the 
operator purchases metered gas from an outside source for resale through a gas distribution 
pipeline system. The gas distribution pipeline system supplies the ultimate consumer who either 
purchases the gas directly through a meter or by other means, such as by rents; 



Municipality means a city, county, or any other political subdivision of a State; 

Offshore means beyond the line of ordinary low water along that portion of the coast of the United 
States that is in direct contact with the open seas and beyond the line marking the seaward limit of 
inland waters; 

Operator means a person who engages in the transportation of gas; 

Outer Continental Shelf means all submerged lands lying seaward and outside the area of lands 
beneath navigable waters as defined in Section 2 of the Submerged Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1301) and 
of which the subsoil and seabed appertain to the United States and are subject to its jurisdiction 
and control. 

Person means any individual, firm, joint venture, partnership, corporation, association, State, 
municipality, cooperative association, or joint stock association, and includes any trustee, receiver, 
assignee, or personal representative thereof; 

Pipeline or Pipeline System means all parts of those physical facilities through which gas moves in 
transportation, including, but not limited to, pipe, valves, and other appurtenance attached to 
pipe, compressor units, metering stations, regulator stations, delivery stations, holders, and 
fabricated assemblies. 

State includes each of the several States, the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico; 

Transportation of gas means the gathering, transmission, or distribution of gas by pipeline, or the 
storage of gas in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce. 

Underground natural gas storage facility means an underground natural gas storage facility as 
defined in §192.3 of this chapter. 

 

191.5: Immediate Notice of Certain Incidents 

(a) At the earliest practicable moment following discovery, but no later than one hour after 
confirmed discovery, each operator must give notice in accordance with paragraph (b) of this 
section of each incident as defined in §191.3. 

(b) Each notice required by paragraph (a) of this section must be made to the National Response 
Center either by telephone to 800-424-8802 (in Washington, DC, 202 267-2675) or electronically at 
http://www.nrc.uscg.mil and must include the following information: 

(1) Names of operator and person making report and their telephone numbers. 

(2) The location of the incident. 

(3) The time of the incident. 

(4) The number of fatalities and personal injuries, if any. 



(5) All other significant facts that are known by the operator that are relevant to the cause 
of the incident or extent of the damages. 

(c) Within 48 hours after the confirmed discovery of an incident, to the extent practicable, an 
operator must revise or confirm its initial telephonic notice required in paragraph (b) of this 
section with an estimate of the amount of product released, an estimate of the number of 
fatalities and injuries, and all other significant facts that are known by the operator that are 
relevant to the cause of the incident or extent of the damages. If there are no changes or revisions 
to the initial report, the operator must confirm the estimates in its initial report. 

 

191.7: Report Submission Requirements 

(a) General. Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (e) of this section, an operator must submit 
each report required by this part electronically to the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration at http://portal.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline unless an alternative reporting method is 
authorized in accordance with paragraph (d) of this section. 

(b) Exceptions: An operator is not required to submit a safety-related condition report (§191.25) 
electronically. 

(c) Safety-related conditions. An operator must submit concurrently to the applicable State agency 
a safety-related condition report required by §191.23 for intrastate pipeline transportation or 
when the State agency acts as an agent of the Secretary with respect to interstate transmission 
facilities. 

(d) Alternative Reporting Method. If electronic reporting imposes an undue burden and hardship, 
an operator may submit a written request for an alternative reporting method to the Information 
Resources Manager, Office of Pipeline Safety, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration, PHP-20, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, Washington DC 20590. The request must 
describe the undue burden and hardship. PHMSA will review the request and may authorize, in 
writing, an alternative reporting method. An authorization will state the period for which it is valid, 
which may be indefinite. An operator must contact PHMSA at 202-366-8075, or electronically to 
informationresourcesmanager@dot.gov or make arrangements for submitting a report that is due 
after a request for alternative reporting is submitted but before an authorization or denial is 
received. 

(e) National Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS). An operator must provide the NPMS data to the 
address identified in the NPMS Operator Standards manual available at www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov 
or by contacting the PHMSA Geographic Information Systems Manager at (202) 366-4595. 

 

191.9: Distribution System: Incident Report 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (c) of this section, each operator of a distribution pipeline 
system shall submit Department of Transportation Form RSPA F 7100.1 as soon as practicable but 
not more than 30 days after detection of an incident required to be reported under §191.5. 



(b) When additional relevant information is obtained after the report is submitted under 
paragraph (a) of this section, the operator shall make supplementary reports as deemed necessary 
with a clear reference by date and subject to the original report. 

(c) Master meter operators are not required to submit an incident report as required by this 
section. 


