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kscribe What Occurred In Chronological Order. The Circumstances Leading To The Accident And The Nature Of The Accident. Describe The
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phew: (801) 295-5700

fa: (801) 295-5795

1 May 1995

Attention: Mr. Jim Kirby

Federal Aviation Administration

Flight Standards District Office

116 N. 2400 W.

Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

Re: Statement, Aircraft Accident, N206AH on 23 April 1995

On April 18, 1995 I accepted a charter flight to fly two personnel

from BountifuUSky Park Airport to White Pine Peak, which is

approximately 10 nautical miles west north west of Richfield, Utah.

The flight in N206M, a Bell 206L-l/C30P departed Bountiful at 1355

hours MDT and arrived in the White P i n e  Peak area at approximately

1430. Weather conditions were forecast to be VFR with some mountain

top obscuration due to clouds. Snow deflectors were not installed

prior to this flight as conditions in the local flying area had not

wJ.rranted their installation. TU w e  approached the peak, for

approximately 15 miles we could observe the entire mountain as

being in the clear. I made two attempts to land, resulting in

aborted landings due to white-out conditions from blowing powder

snow and grey s k y  in the background. We landed at 1600 hours MDT

at a lower elovation where the summit couM be watched f o r 

improving weather conditions. The engine inlet area was also

inspected for accumulations of snow or ice on the front surface of

the particle separator. None was found. At 1620 hours MDT a large

area of clearing moved into the vicinity allowing us to take off

and approach the summit. A normal landing was made and the

aircraft was shut down on the summit of White Pine Peak next to the

radio buildings and towers, at an elevation of 10,225'. For the

n e x t  30 to 40  minutes all three o€ us were occupied with

digging/shoveling snow near the entrance to the building that my

two passengers needed to enter. My intention was fly the aircraft

back to the Richfield airport as soon as my two passengers were

safely inside the building, and wait for their work t o  be completed

before returning to pick them up. Prior to getting inside the
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building, we noticed deteriorating weather conditions, i.e. an

approaching mow shower. I discussed with my passengers the

prospect of departing while we still had acceptable visibility and

cloud clearance. However conditions rapidly became unflyable,

trapping us on top 05 the mountain for the night.

The next day, April 19, 1995 the three of u9 were able to get down

off the mountain via snowmobiles. N206AH was tied-down and secured

as best we could, prior to our departufe. No inlet pillows were

available, so we stuffed coats and other soft goods into the engine

inlets to keep snow from accumulating against the front of the

particle separator. An electric heater was placed in the cabin

area to keep ice and snow from building up on the aircraft

fuselage.

Classic Helicopter Service was prepared to recover the aircraft

left on White Pine Peak whenever weather conditions improved. A

company helicopter was staged at. the Richfield airport with a

recovery crew for two days. However, weather conditions did not

improve in the regi.on until Sunday, April 23, 1995. That morning

the mountain was reported as clear by persons in the Richfield/

Monroe area. A recovery team was assembled from available company

employees in Salt Lake C i t y  and Page, Arizona. The two teams

converged at the Salina-Gunnison Airport at around 1400 hours, flew

up to White P i n e  Peak in "2233F, another company helicopter. A

noma1 

landing was made next to N206AH. Weather conditions at the

time were: high broken clouds, visibility unlimited, temperature:

tS'C. The snow conditions were crusted over, with very little

loose or powder snow. For about the next hour, all attention was

focused on preparing NZ06AH €or flight. The aircraft was

relatively clear of  snow and ice. A thorough preflight was

conducted and all snow and Ice accumulations in or on the aircraft

were swept/scraped off, or melted with electric heaters, The

engine inlets had accumulations of drifted/blowing snow which were

swept out, heaters were used to direct hot air onto the swirl tubes

to melt any visible snow.

At approximately 1600 hour s  with one company employee on board,

IMr. John Henderson) the aircraft (NZ06AH) was started normally and

r u n  for about 15 minutes to wann the transmission and other dynamic

components, The all-up weight of the aircraft at the time of

departure was approximately 3186 lbs. After the other aircraft,

N2233F took-off, x lifted to a hover, paused for a moment to check

all instwnents i r i  the green befvre proceeding with a departure off

the mountain. Take-Off was accomplished into the wind, (SW) and a

left hand turn back to the southeast was executed to return to

Richfield. .My intention was to larid, shutdown and refuel at the

Richfield airport in preparation for a return flight to Woods

Cross, Utah.
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Helicopter N2233F was flying loose trail at my 5 o'clock position,

at the same altitude. About one mile away from the summit of White

Pine Peak, after about 6-7 minutes of total flight time, the engine

failed, indicated by a left yaw, ].ow rotor r p m  audio and engine out

audio horn activating, I immediately and simultaneously entered

autorotation, called "May Day" three times on VHF frequency 122.8,

selected an area to land and began a 180" turn back towards the

mountain, to land up slope and into the wind. Wind conditions were

out of the west at 10 to 15 knots. In the turn I briefly attempted

an air re-start, but realized that I did not have sufficient

altitude to get the engine restarted. I noted t.hat after several

SeCQndt of starter engagement, the TOT was increasing rapidly

towards 875" C. 1 don't recall the N1. I released the starter

button and concentrated on rotor RPM, trim, airspeed control in the

turn and confirming the suitability of the landing s i t e  as we

descended. The autorotation was noma1 and executed in accordance

with acceptable training standards, rotor RPM was maintained in the

high green throughout. However, at density altitude 9O0Of(+) the

rate of  descent and foruard momentum were unable to De completely

arrested prior to touch down. The landing was hard, resulting in

ELT activation, downward flexing of the rotor blades and blade

contact with R/H auxiliary vertical fin. After landing, all

switches were shut off, battery disconnected, ELT disabled, the

aircraft was secured. Myself and my passenger were picked up and

flown out aboasd "2233F. I n j u r i e s  t o myself and passenger were

minor back pain. Visible damage t o  the aircraft included scoring

on the uiiderside of both M/R blades due to striking the R / n 

auxiliary vertical fin, and wrinkling of the tailboom.

ElsD op s- 

Michael L. Doster

CF: AIG Aviation Insurance Services
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May 1, 1995

Attention: Mr. Jim Kirby

Federal Aviation Administration

Flight Standard District Office

116 North 2400 Hest

Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

Re: Statement, N206AH on 23 April 1995

STAT-NT

On April 23, 1995 I, Jon Henderson departed the Richfield, Utah

airport to help recover a snowed an helicopter (N206AA). I left

the Richfield airport in helicopter N2233F with two other

passengers and tho pilot. We flew to White Pine Peak where N206AH

was sitting. After shutting down N2233F we all commenced de-icing

N206AH. We used ceramic heaters to de-ice the particle separator

and engine compartment. I used a shovel to dig the skids out of

the snow. The heaters ware also used to melt snow and ice from

various areas of the ship. Fuel was then drained and N206AH w a s 

fired up. Everything seemed to 90 quite smoothly. I was busy

gathering extension cords and shovels €or about 10 or 15 minutes

while N206AH was running. ti2233P was then started up and I

proceeded to get in N206AH. The other helicopter (N2233F) li€tad

off and then we lifted off. We hovered about 10 to 15 feet off the

ground for several seconds then started down the mountain.

suddenly I beard the warning horns going on and instantly I heard

the pilot saying "MAY-DAY'' over the radio. We started descending

quite rapidly. We then started into a 180 degree turn back toward

the mountain. We then landed pretty hard in a snow covered

clearing on a slight slope. The pilot and I then got out of N206Ad

and looked around at the helicopter and N2233F landed close by.

We then tied down N206AH and left the site in N2233F with the other

pilot and passengers. We flew back to Richfield and shortly

thereafter drove back to Woods Cross, Utah.

2244 South 1640 West 9 Woods Cross, Utah 84087 9 (801) 295-5700 or 1-800-444-9220
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Attenelon: Mr. J i m  Kirby

Federal. Aviation AdminiBtration

Flight Standard Dlstriat officc

116 r4orth 2400 West

Salt Lake City, iltah 84116

Re: Statement, N206AH Reebvcry on 23 April 1995

STATk%EWT

on April 23, 1995 1 .  Matthew J .  Steih departed Page, A2 at

8gproximatsly 1200 MDT i n  a Bell 206L-l/C3OP (N2233F) enroute to

Riohfield, Utah t o  assist in the recovery of a Bell 206L-I/CSOP

(N206AH) which was on Uhite Pine Peak, 9 nautical mil06 northweet

of Riohfield. After landing on White Pine Peak with myself and

three others in N2233F we shut down and proaseded t o  remove a l l 

visible snw and ice from N206AH t o  include engine inlet (particle

by electric heatsre t o  mghc, fuel control, transmission and uwirl

tube Inlets of the particle 8eparator. Puol was drained from the

forusrd cells, aft cell and airfrims fuel filter. The aircraft

(N206AH) was @tarred narmally, from my position in front of the

aircraft I noticed first enw and then uater being ejected from the

turbine erhault during the s t a r t .  The aircraft was ran on the

ground for approximately 10 minutes with the engine de-ice on.

Rwtial. SbpaKmtor purgb ports wore Ohaokad and found t o  have

positive airflow. 1 then etartad my oircrsft (1~2233~) and departed

fir& with end pcrasonger then airsled the peak to awa5t the othsr

airaraft. 1 watched N206AH dopart and turh to the south east

towards Riohfield. I fallowod behind approximately a half milo nC

aame altitude when N206AH exhibited a white plume of smoke from the

exhaust, I then heard the Pilot radio "MAY WAY" an6 X airalsd his

pasftion as he aUtorotated. During hi8 deseent two .mallet- puf f s 

oE white smoke worm V i 8 i k l n .  I saw the pilot execute an

autorotative landing into the wlnd upslbpe at 8,500' Mst, The

landing appe8l;ed t o  be hard. This occurred at approximately 1600

hOUK8 on Apral 23. 1995. BY the time Z had landed 4 t  the forced

Arnding site, the p i l o t  and passenger were outride the aircraft

walking and inapactang th. ship, I returned t o  Richfield (IiEQOr'f:

separator) engine and transmission compartments. Heat was applied L

with three pa#sanqars and shortly

Commercial Pilot X569337399

2244 South 1640 West Woods Cross, Utah 84087 (801) 295-5700 or 1-800-4449220
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May 10, 1995

Attention: MK. Jim Kirby

Federal Aviation Administration

Flight Standard District Office

116 North 2400 West

Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

Re: Statement, N206AH on April 23. 1995

STATEMENT

On April 23, 1995 1, Alan R. Bailey drove from Salt Lake City, to

Richfield to assist in the recovery of  a Bell 206L-l/C30P (N206AH)

which was weathered in on White Pine Peak. After landing on White

Pine Peak Mike Doster, Jon Henderson, Matt Stein and myself

proceeded to remove all snow, ice, covers and tie downs from the

aircraft. We used heaters in the engine compartment and intake.

The two pilots (Mike Doster and Matt Stein), did a thorough

preflight and determined that the helicopter was flyable. Mike got

in N206AR and starttd the aircraft. He tun it on the ground for

about 15 minutes. Jon Henderson then got in with Mike. Matt and.

1: got in N2233F and started it and took off. Mike began to hover

NZ06AH. We circled around and came in behind Mike. He took off

and we followed directly behind him. About 1 to 2 minutes into the

fliqht I sew a white plume of smoke come out o f  the exhaust. Mike

began to call "MAY-DAY". He made a right hand turn back into the

mountain in an autorotation. He made a hard landinq and by the

time we landed, both Mike and Jon were out and inspectino the

helicopter 

Lake City.

. He returhed to Richf ield

airport and drove back ta Salt

._

2244 South 1640 West Woods Cross, Utah 84087 - (801) 295-5700 or 1-890-444-9220

** TOTRL P R G E . 0 0 4 ** 


