
 

 
 

RECORD of CONVERSATION 
 
 
Millicent Hill 
Air Safety Investigator  
Eastern Region Aviation 

  
Date: February 27, 2019 
Person Contacted: Timothy Sheehy and Timothy Cherwin 

  
 
This investigator interviewed Mr. Sheehy and Mr. Cherwin by telephone, and they stated the 
following: 
 

• They were in Florida to receive multi-engine sea plane training from James Wagner. 
• The first flight of the day Mr. Sheehy was flying, Mr. Cherwin was observing from the 

back seat. For the second flight, they swapped, and Mr. Cherwin flew from the left seat and 
Mr. Sheehy observed. The first and second flights had the same format, airframe 
familiarization, water takeoff and landings.  

• After the second flight Mr. Cherwin stuck the fuel tanks and noted there was about 30-32 
gallons of fuel in the main tank. Mr. Wagner asked him to request 20 gallons of fuel from 
the FBO. Mr. Sheehy stated he noted about 50-52 gallons before takeoff. 

• Mr. Sheehy stated he and Mr. Wagner did a thorough preflight before takeoff. They drained 
all of the fuel sumps, and Mr. Wagner was showing him different features of the airplane. 

• The accident flight was the third flight of the day, Mr. Sheehy was flying, and Mr. Cherwin 
elected not to ride along. The training plan for the third flight was to practice single-engine 
procedures and more water landings. Mr. Wagner briefed Mr. Sheehy before the flight that 
he would do a simulated engine failure at some point during the takeoff or climbout. 

• After takeoff, about 300ft above ground level, Mr. Wagner pulled the throttle back on the 
left engine to flight idle, then the engine quit. They identified the failed engine was the left 
engine and Mr. Wagner took the flight controls while Mr. Sheehy attempted to restart the 
engine. He reported all of the flight controls for both engines, the throttle, mixture, and 
propeller controls were full forward before Mr. Wagner reduced the throttle on the left 
engine. They turned on the auxiliary fuel pumps during the attempted restart. 

• Mr. Sheehy stated they were getting minimal performance from the airplane. It was a hot 
day, the landing gear and flaps were down, and they could not get any single engine climb 
performance. He stated the airplane continued to descend until impact. He reported the 
airplane drifted left and continued to yaw and sweep left, they were not able to maintain 
directional control. 

• After the engine failure Mr. Sheehy was in the process of retracting the landing gear and 



did not have time to retract the flaps. 
• Mr. Sheehy stated Mr. Wagner did not brief that he would fail the critical engine, or that he 

would simulate and engine failure at such a low altitude. He “didn’t know what he was 
thinking” and believed that when Mr. Wagner reduced the left throttle it flooded then 
engine. 

• Mr. Sheehy stated before the flight Mr. Wagner asked if they could skip lunch and proceed 
with the training flight because he needed to be on the road by 1500. 

• From the ground Mr. Cherwin watched them preflight the airplane, taxi, and takeoff. He 
stated around 200 ft the engine stopped, the airplane leveled out, it was in a shallow nose 
down descent. He watched it make a shallow left turn, continuing to lose altitude, then 
make a 90° left turn with about a 60° trajectory toward the ground before impact. 






