
 
 

 

Lynn Spencer  
Air Safety Investigator  
Aviation Safety - Eastern Region (AS-ERA) 

The following is a record of conversation with Mr. Carey Castle. Mr. Castle returned 
my call at 1220 EDT on April 18, 2023.  He was interviewed by phone and provided a 
phone number of  and an e-mail address of    

I advised Mr. Castle that I would be typing the notes and would send them to him for 
review and comment.  

Mr. Castle stated that he has flown this airplane 2-3 times before and never had an 
issue. When he initiated his takeoff on runway 5 at the Lake Cumberland Regional 
Airport (SME), the wind was from 060° at 6-7 kts gusting to 12 kts. He rotated at 55 kts 
and immediately got the stall light.  He attempted to lower the nose and level the 
airplane; however, the airplane settled back onto the runway, on the left edge of the 
runway.  It happened quickly; he felt like everything was fine until rotation and he got 
the stall light.  When the airplane came back down on the left side of the runway, it 
seemed like the left tire caught the grass and pulled the airplane to the left, and then 
the airplane hit the ILS system, damaging the wing.  HE stated that there were no 
preexisting anomalies or malfunctions that would have precluded normal flight.  The 
engine was fine, and the engine run-up was good. He believes that it was the gusting 
wind and his inability to correct for it.  He stated that he should have stayed on the 
ground for another 5-10 kts but hindsight is 20/20.   

The call ended at 1233 EDT. 

The digest was e-mailed to him for review on April 18, 2023. He replied on April 18, 
2023, at 1354 EDT with comments that were incorporated into the narrative. The 
corrected digest was e-mailed to him on April 18, 2023. 
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