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Lynn Spencer 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region, Office of Aviation Safety (AS-ERA) 
National Transportation Safety Board 
 
Date:  8/28/2020, 1:02 pm EDT 
Person Interviewed: Mr. John “Phil” McLanahan, airplane owner  
NTSB Accident Number: ERA20CA298 
 
 
The following is a summary of a conversation that occurred with the above-named individual:  
 

• Mr. McLanahan stated that it was his airplane and he was seated in the right seat and 
considered himself the passenger even though he was the more experienced pilot. 

• He and the other pilot, who had installed the MFD, were going up to calibrate the newly 
installed MFD. 

• Once airborne, Mr. Reddick asked him to fly two 360° turns while Mr. Reddick 
calibrated the heading indicator.  After completing the turns, he let go of controls and Mr. 
Reddick did some maneuvers to test other items.  

• He stated that, at one point, he was looking down at MFD and had noticed they were 
flying about 500 ft over water and figured that Mr. Reddick was looking at a bird or 
something.  He stated that he was somewhat uncomfortable flying over water that low but 
did not say anything. 

• A couple minutes later, he looked up when he felt Mr. Reddick pull the nose up, and 
thought to himself, "Ooh, we were a little bit closer than I thought!"  He said it made him 
uncomfortable, but he did not say anything. 

• A few minutes after that, he looked out and noticed that they were about to hit the 
ground, and he yelled, "Pull up!"  but it was too late. “He flew it into the ground.  It 
impacted on all three gear, then cartwheeled.” 

• He stated that each of them thought that the other was flying, and that they never did a 
positive exchange of controls or discuss who was acting as the PIC. 

• He stated that in his mind, he was confident that Mr. Reddick was flying. “He was in the 
left seat. In my mind, when I’m in the right seat, I am the passenger.  I am in passenger 
mode, and not thinking about flying.” 

• He added, "We didn't connect the dots. We were both fixating on the panel and thought 
that the other was flying.”   
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• He stated that it is a wonderful airplane and it was flying perfectly and that there were no 
preimpact anomalies or malfunctions before the impact. 



 

NTSB RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 

 
Page 1 of 2 

 

 
Lynn Spencer 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region, Office of Aviation Safety (AS-ERA) 
National Transportation Safety Board 
 
Date:  8/31/2020, 10:22 EDT 
Person Interviewed: Mr. John Reddick, pilot 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA20CA298 
 
 
The following is a summary of a conversation that occurred with the above-named individual:  
 

• Mr. Reddick stated that he was the PIC for takeoff and landing, and that they had 
discussed beforehand that Mr. McLanahan would be flying while he configured the new 
equipment.   

• He stated, “I did bump the stick when we were configuring the g-meter to let John see 
how it registered.” 

• He indicated to Mr. McLanahan that they should head back to the airport because the 
alternator was not working, and the voltage was low “and the airplane turned that way.” 

• He stated that as the airplane descended before 500 ft, he started to get a little concerned, 
but he figured that Mr. McLanahan was flying over to see the VOR. 

• He stated that “at one point he got so low that I jerked the stick back.” He made a 
comment like, "When I'm not in control, I don't like things like that,” believing that this 
would effectively let Mr. McLanahan know that he did not care for that type of flying. 

• He stated that “It happened a second time, and I was thinking, ‘I do not like this!’” and he 
pulled back on the stick again.   

• He stated that he did not understand why Mr. McLanahan was not saying anything, and 
he wondered if Mr. McLanahan was “messing with him.”   

• He determined that if they got too close to the treeline in front of them that he was just 
going to take over the controls, and as they passed over the tree line, he was thinking that 
they were going to hit the trees, and then Mr. McLanahan yelled "Pull up!!" 

• After they exited the crashed airplane, Mr. McLanahan asked him, "What were you 
doing??  Why were you doing that???"  and he thought to himself, “Because you were 
trying to kill me, that's why!"   

• He stated that although they have known each other for 4-5 years, and they talk about 
every 6 months or so, they had only flown together once previously.   



 

NTSB RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 

 
Page 2 of 2 

 

• He stated that he realized that as the pilot in the left seat who took off, he should have 
taken more responsibility.   








