






















Incident report to FAA       10/4/21 

 Derek Jackson    

Brent VanDervort PPL       

Flying C172M N1401U     crashed on takeoff 9/27/21     28A Goose Creek 

Total hours 306.7       3.0 recurrent training with instructor since 4/1/21 

6.1 hours since 8//8/18 includes successful flight reviews on 6/6/18 and 11/5/20 

 

Having had two recurrent training sessions with flight instructor and being endorsed for rental, pilot did 
preflight then positioned for the takeoff roll.  Upon applying power a strong pull to the left was 
experienced.  Flashing back to preflight pilot realized that correct control deflection was observed.  Right 
rudder and aileron were applied along with a stab at right brake.  The aircraft briefly straightened out 
and did reach rotation speed.   

Recognizing that there was room to continue the takeoff to the left of runway centerline, the pilot 
considered pulling power but fearing a loss of critical airspeed thought it better to continue the climb 
and sort out the problem at altitude.  However the left turn bias returned as right wheel braking was no 
longer available.  A steep climb angle was obscuring the area ahead, while an incipient departure power 
on stall seemed imminent.  The pilot then chose to lower the nose to regain air speed and fly out of the 
stall.  He also considered that it would better to crash horizontally under some control rather than 
vertically out of control.  It was also hoped that enough altitude had bee achieved to clear small trees 
lining the runway area. 

The pilots’ inability to maintain directional control was the cause of the accident while the underlying 
cause of that lack of control was a left knee not in full function.  Earlier surgery had resulted in a loss of 
full motion of that left knee.  The pilot theorizes that the inability to fully bend the left knee resulted in 
inadvertent left rudder command and quite possibly left brake as well. 




