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INTERVIEW

(11:19 a.m. CDT)

MS. GUNARATNAM: Good afternoon. My name -- or good morning.
My name is Rachael Gunaratnam. [I1"m a hazmat investigator with the
National Transportation Safety Board out of Washington, D.C.

Today i1s June 30, 2021, and the time is 11:19 a.m. Central
Daylight Time. We are currently at the Collin County Sheriff"s
Office In McKinney, Texas, and we are here In response to the
natural gas incident that occurred on June 28, 2021 in
Farmersville, Texas. And today we are interviewing --

MS. GWYN: Christina Gwyn.

MS. GUNARATNAM: And can you spell that for the transcriber?

MS. GWYN: Christina, C-H-R-1-S-T-1-N-A, Gwyn, G-W-Y-N.

MS. GUNARATNAM: Okay. And you®re free to have a
representative to consult with during the interview. Is there
anyone you want with you at this time?

MS. GWYN: 1 don"t think so.

MS. GUNARATNAM: Okay. Just so you know, the purpose of this
investigation is to improve safety, as | was saying to you
earlier, not to assign fault or blame or liability. Our sole
mission is to improve safety and prevent accidents, but I should
tell you that we cannot offer any -- a guarantee of any
confidentiality or immunity from any legal proceedings and such,
and this transcript will be posted on our public docket.

MS. GWYN: Okay.
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MS. GUNARATNAM: And you"ll get a copy of it. |If there"s any
issues with I1t, you get to review it before i1t gets posted.

MS. GWYN: Okay.

MS. GUNARATNAM: Yeah. Any questions? Okay.

MS. GWYN: Not so far.

MS. GUNARATNAM: Great. So, we"ll go around quickly. We
have also in the room --

MR. SMITH: Greg Smith with Atmos Energy. | am director of
system integrity & compliance.

MS. GUNARATNAM: Okay. Great. Thank you.

INTERVIEW OF CHRISTINA GWYN

BY MS. GUNARATNAM:
Q. Okay. So just starting off, can you tell me a little bit
about yourself. First start off with your title and your
professional background.
A. I am the criminalist for the Collin County Sheriff"s Office,
and I"ve been in this position almost 3 years. And I have my
bachelor®s and master®s in anthropology, emphasis on forensics.
Q. Did you do anything before this position?
A. No. Well, 1 worked in records and warrants for a year, but
not crime scene related.
Q.- Okay. And before that was school?
A. Um-hum.
Q. So you said you were here for 3 years. What kind of training
did you get for this position?
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A. I"ve been to a variety of classes. [1"ve been to shooting
reconstruction training, death scene investigation training,
latent print analysis, which isn"t exactly applicable to this
scene specifically. But then I was also In sort of an in-house
training for approximately 2 years where | was on scene always
with another crime scene iInvestigator.

Q- Okay. Did any of that involve natural gas training?

A. No.

Q.- Okay. Thank you. So let"s go back to when you arrived to
the accident on June 28th. Tell me about your day, what -- you
know, when did your shift start and --

A It started at 7:30. 1 got here between -- to the office
between 7:30 and 8. 1 was doing my normal sort of Monday catch
up, check emails routine. | had a -- 1 got called out iIn the
morning, 1 think around 10ish, to an unattended death scene.
Finished that up around 2, I believe. Got back to the office, and
then was handling the evidence from that scene and getting
everything processed and put away when the call came out about
this incident.

Q- And what time was that?

A. I want to say like 3:30ish. 1 believe I left the office
around 4.

Q. Okay. And you arrived on the scene what time?

A Probably 4:30. I believe it takes about 30 minutes to get
out there.
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Q- Okay. And, all right, so walk me through what you -- when
you First came, who you interacted with first.

A. When 1 first got there, I saw -- our CID investigators are
CID Sergeant Reim, and then Investigators Brandon Polk, Matthew
Polk and Investigator Duncan, as well, were out there. And I just
walked up to them and asked them sort of what the situation was.

I had heard -- I read little bit on the call notes, kind of got an
understanding that we did have two fatalities. And then we walked
back to the area behind the fence, where they were back there.
They were covered in -- covered with sheets because there was
media present. So I didn"t see the actual victims for quite some
time, just because we didn"t want to uncover them while the
helicopters were flying around.

Q- Right. So when you talked to basically your -- you talked to
your team first before coming in.

A. Um-hum.

Q. And what did they tell you?

A. Just that it had been -- at the time they believed or they
had been told two fatalities. They had been -- these individuals
had been cleaning the gas line or the gas pipe and a spark
happened or a little explosion happened. The fire marshal was
there as well. He was one of the first on scene. He told me that
two had been transported; one who had been up and walking around
and then one who was, they believed, iIn pretty critical condition
who had been transported immediately. So my team was focused on
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figuring out the identities and the next of kin and phone numbers

and everything for those guys, as well as the two who were

deceased.
Q.- Okay .
A. So as soon as they told me that, 1 started taking my overall

photos, got my camera and started taking photos.

Q. Yeah, walk me through that part. So you take photos.

A. Um-hum.

Q.- That"s the first thing you want to -- that®"s what you"re
doing or taking notes?

A. Photos.

Q. Photos? Yeah. So --

A. That"s the first thing.

Q- Yeah, walk me through what you saw through the lens, like
what you started taking pictures of.

A. So 1 started taking photos from outside the fence, and then
my approach, my walk up to the fence. And then once 1 got to the
area where most of the, I guess, debris and victims were, taking,
you know, 360 degrees, photos of every angle. Again, | didn"t
lift the sheets on the victims since there was a potential that
the cameras could catch them, and just tried to capture every

piece, every angle of the scene that we had there.

Q. And can you tell me what -- describe what you saw of the
inside?
A. Inside, so the fire marshal who had been there previously, he
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had already put out some numbered markers marking the areas where
the victims were, the area where the critically injured victim
happened, some pieces of evidence that he thought was important,
like hardhats and such. And the -- I guess they call it a pig,
the orange thing, and then the metal pipe that was 1"m assuming at
one point attached to the pig. [I1"m not really sure how all of
those pieces were together and fit iIn, so --

Q- Okay. And where was the -- what"s i1t called -- the
excavator?

A. It was -- so where the white pipe was that 1 guess the pig
was in, it was to the right of it sort of away near the corner of
the fence.

Q. And when you looked -- when you were taking pictures of the
pipe, what did you observe?

A. The door was -- or the hatch was closed on i1t. It had
apparently been open when they arrived but someone had closed it.
I didn"t go over there and open it just because | don®"t know what
all that 1s. It looked -- i1t had the, like a green pipe attached
to 1t that was connected to the flame device or the fire device,

but that was off. Everything seemed to have been pretty shut

down.

Q.- Did you notice any fire damage or anything?

A. Uh-uh. Not really. The pig looked -- 1 mean, It may have
been dirt, 1t may have been char. It looked like 1t was maybe

cracked a little bit. But nothing to make me think that there was

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 0o N o g b~ W N P

S S N
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

10

like a big fiery explosion or anything like that.

Q- So you took close-up pictures of the pig?
A. Um-hum.
Q.- Yeah. What did you see on the pig?

>

It looked cracked. It looked dirty. It was -- I guess it
was 180 degrees from like the direction i1t should have been. Or

like the part that goes in the pipe was facing the opposite

direction.
Q.- Okay .
A. It was quite a ways away from the pipe and it wasn"t

connected to that metal rod 1 guess that I"m assuming it connects
to. 1 don"t know.

Q. Okay. And what else -- anything else you took pictures of iIn
that area?

A. Everything. There were two hardhats that seemed to have

been -- like the black piece that kind of fits around your head
was detached from the actual hat. There was some brain matter and
skull fragments as well on the ground. Let me think what else.

It"s been a crazy few days.

Q- Yeah.
A. We"ve had a lot happen. Let"s see. There was a fire
extinguisher on the ground. 1 don®t know if there had been a

small fire that was still burning or if it was just one sort of
incident where when the explosion happened. But there was a fire
extinguisher sort of close to the white pipe.
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Okay .
Yeah.
Did you smell anything?
Gas.

You did smell gas?

> O » O » O

Yeah. 1t did smell like gas. You would get whiffs of 1t
pretty constantly. They told us that was normal and that 1t was
safe to be In there, so I trusted them.

Q- Who"s they?

A. I believe the Atmos guys who were on scene. 1°"m not 100
percent sure.

Q. Okay. And did you interact -- okay, so how long did that
take you to take the photos?

The photographs?

Yeah.

Maybe 10 minutes.

Okay. So after you did that, what happened after that?

> O r» O r

Our sheriff was -- he was In contact with the FBI and their
teams. So we were kind of In a waiting game, because we also
didn"t know if 1t was going to be our scene or if 1t was going to
be the fire marshal or if it was going to be like the Railroad
Commission -- it was going back and forth through a bunch of
hands. So I took my photos and then we kind of backed off until
they found out who actually was going to take over.

Q. Oh, okay. And how long did that conversation --
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A. It took a while, maybe 30 minutes. And then it started
raining, and so we were just kind of iIn a waiting period

because -- 1 think eventually it was decided that it was going to
be ours, at least the deceased individuals part of 1t. And so
Sergeant Reim was aware -- we were all aware that a storm was
coming, and he had us do some more close-up photos because since
the storm was coming, the helicopters had gone away. So 1 went in
and did some close-up photos of the victims, took the sheets off,
just so that I could document exactly where they were and the
condition that they were in before it poured down rain. So I did
that, and we put tarps over the bodies to preserve their location
for the ME field agent to get her photographs as well. And then
it was just -- it poured down rain, so we all kind of went back
and sat In our cars and —-

Q.- And do you send your photos to ME or they just take their
own?

A. They take theilr own.

Q. Okay. And -- okay, so after you took photos of the victims,

what happened? You put the tarp over them --

A. Um-hum.
Q. -- and then?
A. So once the rain finished, 1 got out and I started taking

measurements of the locations of the victims, of the items around
the victims. There was like an umbrella stand, like standing
umbrella, and where the pig was and where the bobcat was and where
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all the pieces were, just so that if | needed to --

Q- Okay -

A. -— 1T we needed to put them back in, we could tell exactly
where they were.

Q. Can you tell me how far -- can you tell me those
measurements?

A I don"t know them offhand. | have them downstairs.
Q Okay. And that"ll be iIn your report?

A. Um-hum.
Q

A

Yeah.

Well, it will be scanned into our incident -- my rough
sketch.
Q. Okay. 1 mean, could you tell me roughly like how far away

the bodies were from the pipe?
A. It would be a total guess.
Q.- All right. Don"t worry about it then. Yeah.

Okay. And you took measurements from the bodies to the
pipeline and the umbrella and the equipment?
A. So my like standards, 1 was going from the fence here to the
bodies and then from the fence here too. So | was doing two
measurements to everything. So, to the bobcat, to the pieces of
the hardhats, to the pig, to the pipe that was in the middle, and
then to the victims as well.
Q. Oh, okay. And that"s just for the purpose of documenting the
scene of what 1t was?
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A. Um-hum.

Q- Okay. Did any of that play a role in the investigation
findings?

A. I jJust -- 1 take the measurements and 1 hand them over to the
investigators. So it"s kind of up to them if they"re going to --
Q Okay, okay.

A -- what they do with them.

Q- So you"re just documenting the --

A Yeah. So 1 just document the scene.

Q Okay. And so then, after you did the measurements, what did
you do?

A. After 1 do the measurements, they wanted me to come back to
the office to get our FARO scanner, our 3D scanner. So I left and
came back to the office to grab that. 1 came back to the scene.
We didn"t actually get any 3D scans. Once 1 got the FARO out, it
immediately fogged up, because it"s a laser and prisms and --

Q. Right.

A. -— the mirrors fogged up. And so 1t was unfortunate that we
didn*"t do that, but --

MR. SMITH: What does a FARO scanner do?

MS. GWYN: It"s just a 3D scanner. So it"ll create a 3D
rendering of the scene. It just scans everything and -- so
usually you™"ll take a couple and it will piece the scans together
so you can have a 3D --

MS. GUNARATNAM: Visual of --
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MS. GWYN: -- visual of your scene.

MR. SMITH: And then you can take measurements
electronically?

MS. GWYN: Um-hum. You can. |If you have a measuring tape or
something in the scan, you can tell it this is 1 inch so it"ll
scale everything. But we weren®t able to do that.

BY MS. GUNARATNAM:

Q- You weren"t able to do it. Okay.

A. Yeah. Because i1t was really, really humid and muggy outside,
so --

Q. Yeah. Okay. So after that, what happened?

A After that, so when I got back the ME field agent had
arrived, so she was taking her overall photos. We tried to do the
FARO scan and i1t didn"t work. And then she started her thing,
moving the bodies. And we were able to move them, take photos of
the back of them, the other sides. Because originally the one
victim, | knew he had head trauma but we couldn®"t see it because 1
believe they tried to pack 1t with a rag. So she was able to move
that and took more detailed photos of their injuries. And then
they were loaded up by the transport to go back to the medical
examiner"s office.

Q.- Okay. And then after that?

A After that, cleared the scene.

Q. Okay. And what time was that?

A Around 9.
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Q. Okay. So you stayed until you handed it over to Atmos.

Okay. Did you see anyone doing any monitoring, gas monitoring or

anything?
A. I did not pay attention to that, no. So I don"t know.
Q. Did you -- other than your own team, did you talk to anyone

else, like other responding agencies or Atmos or --
A I didn"t speak to any Atmos. 1 spoke to one of the troopers
and the fire marshal who was on scene.
Q.- And what did the trooper tell you?
A. My interaction with him was more in reference to the fact
that my car overheated on me.
Q- Oh. Okay.
A So he was helping me fix that.
Q- Oh, okay. And the fire marshal?
A. He -- I believe he was one of the first on scene, at least as
far as investigators go. So he was kind of relaying information
to me of who the victims were and that sort of thing, which ones
had been transported. Because | contacted the other crime scene
investigator and he went to the hospital, I believe, to take
photos of the two surviving victims. So I was kind of gathering
information about those two and relaying that to him.
Q.- Okay. All right.

MR. SMITH: So there are pictures of the injured personnel
that went to the hospital?

MS. GWYN: I"m not sure i1f he actually got pictures. 1 could
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check. It"s just that | haven"t had a chance to really talk to
him yet.

BY MS. GUNARATNAM:
Q.- Yeah. So you go -- do they go to the hospital to just find
their names?
A. We had their names by the time -- 1 believe by the time he

got to the hospital.

Q- Okay -
A. But yes. But one of them was unidentified. We didn*"t know
what his name was, so he was -- if we hadn"t -- if they hadn"t

found it out, he would have been trying to get that information as
well.
Q. Did they interview them, the Injured?
A. I don"t believe so.
Q.- Okay. And -- yeah, 1 guess --
MS. GUNARATNAM: Do you have any questions?

BY MR. SMITH:
Q. You mentioned the rag.
A. Um-hum.
Q- Was there any other evidence that you saw of first aid that

had been rendered to the ones that were injured or the victims?

It"s not out there now. On site there®"s no evidence of any --

A. Right.
Q. -— First aid materials. Did you --
A. No. I don"t think they had any first aid. If they did,
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there wasn"t any like, trash or anything from --

Q- That you noticed?

A. No. On the two that were there, it was just the rag on the
one.

Q. Okay. Did you notice any equipment running while you were

there? The backhoe, the vehicles?

A No. Everything was powered off by the time 1 got there.

Q- You mentioned the flare was off to the side, the green pipe
that was the flare --

A. Oh. Yes.

Q. Did you notice it operating?

A. It wasn"t operating, no. It was off when I got there.

Q. And then what -- 1"m sorry. What time did you arrive, do you
think?

A. I believe it would have been about 4:30. I can check my call
log, but --

Q. Were you there as long as the sergeant was --

A. Um-hum.

Q- -— up till 9:307?

A. I left a little bit before he did, but -- yeah, I was one of

the last ones there.

Q.- So the scene had already been turned back over to Atmos when
you left?
A. He was -- yeah, my sergeant was talking to the Atmos guy, so

I*"m assuming that"s what was going on when 1 was leaving.
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MR. SMITH: That"s all I have.

MS. GUNARATNAM: Okay.

BY MS. GUNARATNAM:
Q.- Is there anything else you want -- any interesting
observations you noticed when you were on scene that you want to
let us know?
A What -- 1 mean, what specifically would you be looking for?
Like, their injuries or --
Q.- When you saw the bodies, were they facing face down or were
they on their back?
A. One -- the one who was more severely injured was face down
with his head sort of turned, and then the one who was less
injured was sort of on his side.
Q- Okay -

A. And 1 believe he -- the one on his chest, face down was --

19

believe he got the brunt of it because his Injuries were much more

severe than the second guy. 1 think he may have --
Q. Were they facing the pipe?
A Their heads were towards the pipe.
Q- Pipe. Oh, okay.
A Um-hum. And feet towards the bobcat.
Q Oh, okay. All right. Thank you. [I"m just trying to think
if there®s anything else.
It did rain, right?
A. Yes.
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Q- How long did i1t rain for?
A. It was off and on. The biggest downpour was maybe 15, 20
minutes, and then it was raining off and on after that.
Q.- And have you ever been -- seen a scene like this, an accident
like this before?
A Not specifically involving gas. We did have a scene where 1
believe they were replacing like, a sewer pipe or a big sewer
thing and 1t fell on a worker. So 1| have been -- that was the
only other sort of workplace accident that we"ve had before.
Q.- Yeah. But not involving natural gas?
A. But -- no, it was not involving gas, not involving an
explosion of any kind.
Q. Okay. Okay.

BY MR. SMITH:
Q.- Sergeant Reim mentioned one of the victims was covered in

mud, it appeared his face was covered in mud. Does that --

A. I thought it was blood.

Q- Okay .

A. I thought his face was pretty bloody. It may have been a
mixture of blood and mud. He was laying -- one side of his face

was on the ground, and then it rained, so --

Q.- Okay. So that"s -- you thought it was from the ground he

fell to?
A I think so.
Q- I took the sergeant®s comment meaning something sprayed him,
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but 1 wasn"t sure.

A. I mean, I really -- I can™t say for sure.
Q.- Okay .
A. I would think that it was maybe from the -- probably from the

ground where they were, where they were thrown and landed, but I
can"t be sure.

BY MS. GUNARATNAM:
Q Yeah. And you said their feet was towards the bobcat?
A. Yes.
Q Okay. Where was the equipment when you arrived on scene?
A So the bobcat was the furthest away from the pipe. It was

kind of backed up almost in the corner of the fence. And then the

two bodies were in front of 1t and there was a metal -- the metal
rod or metal pipe that 1"m assuming is attached -- supposed to be
attached to the pig, I don"t know, was in between them. And then

the pig was on the side, on the far side closest to the fence next
to the victim who was the most severely injured.

Q. Okay. Was there any like biological matter from the fatal --
on any of the equipment that you were taking pictures of?

A. It didn"t look like 1t. 1 would assume -- 1 didn"t really --
I didn®"t move the pig. | would assume there was probably some
blood, might have been some blood on it. 1I°m not sure. Just

with —- if It hit one of them, It may have been too fast of an
impact to get any on there. There was kind of trailing from the
victim®s head some skull fragments, and then a piece of brain
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matter was on the ground, but it wasn®"t on the pipe or the rod
that was in between them.

Q.- Okay. So nothing on the pig or the metal rod that you
observed?

A. Not that I noticed, no.

Q. Okay. But you took -- how close of a photo did you take?
Like were you very close to the guy?

A. Yeah. Yeah, yeah.

Q.- Okay .

A. There was like a screw -- not a screw, but like a bigger --
bigger than a screw, but it had the --

MR. SMITH: Threads.

MS. GWYN: Threads on 1t. It was broken off next to this
victim®s head, that I"m assuming came off of some of the
equipment. It had blood on it.

MR. SMITH: Sort of like a bolt?

MS. GWYN: Yes. Like a bolt. 1t didn"t -- I"m assuming it
came off of the pig, but some of those bolts looked a lot bigger
than that one. But i1t did have blood on 1t and it was right by
the victim who was most severely injured.

MS. GUNARATNAM: Oh, okay.

MS. GWYN: Right by his head, and by the -- which was right
next to the pig.

BY MS. GUNARATNAM
Q. Okay. And no one told you where that bolt was associated?

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




© 0o N o g b~ W N P

S S N
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

23

What piece of equipment it was associated with?
A. Uh-uh.
Q.- Does anyone from your team identify that?
A. The bolt?
Q. Yeah. Like do they look and figure out how these people may
have died?
A. I"m not sure --
Q Oh, okay.
A -— 1T they would look at that.
Q.- Okay. You have pictures of that, right?
A Yes. Um-hum.
Q Okay. Great. 1 will probably request those photos. 1 don"t
need exactly the victims, the close-ups of the victims, but any of
the equipment. 1It"s okay i1If they“"re covered, but I don"t -- but,
anyway, I1*1l1 ask obviously those guys there. But those are the
things 1711 be requesting, anything equipment related.
A. Okay.
Q. Yeah. 1 don"t need face-on shots of the victims.
MS. GUNARATNAM: Okay. That"s it for me.
Do you have anything else?
MR. SMITH: No.
BY MS. GUNARATNAM:
Q. Okay. So you left the scene, you didn"t talk to anyone else,
that"s 1t? Okay. And then you came back to the office?
A I had to go to the service center to swap out cars because
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mine --

Q. Right. Overheated.

A. -- overheated and they wanted to look at it in the morning.
So --
Q. Okay. And are you part of processing the report or you just

hand over your stuff?
A Well, 1 will be writing sort of like a report just detailing
basically what 1 told you, what 1 did when 1 arrived, all of that.

I haven"t had a chance to yet.

Q. Yeah.

A. But 1 will, and I*1l scan in my measurements. Usually if
it"s going to be like -- 1f 1t were like a criminal case for us, 1
can put my measurements onto photos. |1 don"t know if you all

woulld be iInterested in that.
Q. Yeah.
A. But 1 can do that. We got some -- 1 believe the Wylie Fire
Department, they have a drone, so they took some overhead drone
shots that we have as well.
Q- Okay. Great. Yeah, we"re definitely interested in that.
Sure.
A. Okay .

MS. GUNARATNAM: Yeah, okay. All right. Well, thank you for
rushing back to meet with us.

MS. GWYN: No problem.

MS. GUNARATNAM: I will end the interview -- oh, actually,
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before 1 end, iIs there anything you want to tell us or anything

else?

MS. GWYN: 1 don"t think so.

MS. GUNARATNAM:

(Whereupon, the interview was concluded.)

Okay .
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