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NATIONAL, TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Bi¥eau of Aviation Safety

FACTUAL REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

MISSING AIRCRAFT

. A. STATRMENT OF ACCIDERT - NYC-T1-A-Ng8S

Location N
" Date
' Time
Aircraft

/.

Crev

Passengers

Brief of Acecident-

.
.

»
.

Location unknown, believed to be in Iake
Champlain vicinity of Four Brothers Islends

January 27, 1971
Approximately 1955 EsT

The aircraft was a Jet Commander, 1121A
registration N-hOOCP. The aircraft vas ovni

b ns Properties Incorporated,
ﬂ.&tunta, Georgia _

The crew. vasg reported.to be as follows:

Pilot Geo
i t—
CO-pi'l.ot Donal

The passengers were reported to be as follows:
R. R. Willi —ﬂamby
Frank wila '
R Kirb

All occupants are miseing and presimed to ba
fatal.

The aircraft is missing on a flight from
Burlington, Vermont to an intended destination
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Brief of Accident (con't)

of Providence, Rhode Island.
B, INVESTIGATION

- mpproximately 1952:41 EST on January 27, 1971, eircraft N-4OOCP
departed Burlington International Airport, runway 33 on an IFR flight
plan for an intended destination of Providence, Rhode Island. The
pilot had requested an IFR clearance direct to Gardmer VOR direct to
Providence at a crulsing altitude of 15,000 feet as the assigned
erulsing altitude. After the eircraft beceme airborme, N-HOOCP
contacted Burlinglon departure control and advised thet they were

. climbing to one five O (15,000 feet). Departure control acknowledged
this information and requested that the flight report leaving nine
thousand for fifteen thousand and also advised that radar contact was
established. N-400CP asked the departure controller to repeat the
reporting altitude which vas again given by the departure controller
as "report leaving niner thousand." This was acknowledged by N-LOOCP
as "Roger". The acknowledgement of "Roger" was the last known com-
munication from N-4OOCP,

At approximately 1954 EST Departure Control advised N-LOOCP that
either a left or right turn on course could be mede and then advised
"ok - I see the left turn".

The departure controller stated thet he had a radar contact with
the aircraft immediately after take-off on runway 33 end that the
aircraft continued on the runway heading until about four fiiles northwest
vhen N-4OOCP was sdvised that either a left or right turn could be made
on course. The controller said that vhile this transmission was being’
made, he observed the left turn and the aircraft continued on a track
of about 250° for about five miles. According to the controller,
another aircraft esteblished radio contact (Executive Airlines Flight |
557 departed Burlington at approximately 1954 EST) end during that
transmission he observed the track of N-LOOCP change to approximately
170°. The controller seid: .

"I received one radar paint about 170°
from the last paint on the 250° track.
I acknowledged the Executive 557 trans-
miession and on the next sweep of the
radar N-40OCP target did not appesr”.

The last radar position of N-4OOCP was seven to eight miles from the
airport on a magnetic bearing of 270°. The time of this occurrence vas
estimated by the controller to be approximately 1956 EST. The trans-
seript of communications show that at 1955:28-29 the sound of an open
mike wvas heard vwith no CW or voice modulation.
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‘B. INVESTIGATION (con't)

RN The controller reported that further attempts vwere made to contact
CR N-%00CP but these were to no avail. He saild that the Executive f£light
T 55T was advised that the target on N-400CP had been lost. 8Subsequently
* the pilot of Executive 557 requested cleerance back to Burlington and
wag vectored for a visual approach and landed at Burlington. The
_controller stated that approximately two hours leter another Executive
Airlines flight volunteered to search and was vectored over the area
4. . and flight path of N-H0OCP. He said the aircraft sesrched the aréa
as much as possible but wvas unable to asight any sign of N-hOOCP and
returned to Burlington. .

) el The dieappearance of Jet Commander N-LOOCP precipitated an )
intensive search effort that continued for eight days and was then
. .7 ;i called off due to environmental conditions. In addition to Federal
L ;':;'\,-. " and State activity, the operator engaged under water detection specialists
1777 - and equipment together with the services of a commercial helicopter and pilot
.ot 7 to implement the search. » '

-

~+
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TN : Yeather ‘
(} ‘ : The surface weather observation tekenm by the U.B.Weather Bureau at
' Burlington, Vermont was as follows: _

. Regular Report 1955 EST: T e

R ‘" Ceiling 1500' scattered, estimated 2,300° . '

T overcast, vigibility 5 miles blowing snow, :
ATt temperature ~4°F, dew point -18°TF, wind R

et *  diraection 310 degrees at 13 knots, gusting E .

to 20, altimeter setting 29.48". . —

Accord;lng to the tremscript of communications, the following veather
information was given to N-LOOCP at sbout 1945 EST when the aircraft vas .
taxiing out for take-off: - .o

S “Four Hundred CP-Roger tadl to xrunwey three, - | Co .
e oL three, wind two nine zero variable three four zeurv -

CoL zero at one five : gustingto two eight. The

Wl . altimeter is two niner four eight. Use caution ‘
SO e _ texivays are covered with ice".

“ Investigation disclosed that pilot Nikita had obtained a weather
* ']y . briefipg via telephone from the Montpelier Flight Service Stetion. The™
Ko specialist at Montpelier stated, Pilot Nikita hed called about 1800 EST

" for weather briefing to Atlanta, Ceorgla. The specialigt said that he
. “ gave him the current enroute surface veather forecests for terminal
\_ ) . %, .' enroute and at destination, winds aloft up to 30,000 feet, a pilot

" - report of tops in the Plattsburgh, New York area at 8,500 feet and a
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Vieather (con’t)

Witnesses

Boston Sigmet edvising of moderate turbulence below 9,000 feet.

' According to the specialist, the pilot filed three IFR flight plena:
1. Burlington, Verment to Providence, Rhode Island’

.

2. Providence, Fhode Island to Middletown, Penneylvania

3. Middletown, Pennsylvania to Atlanta, Georgla

The Captain of Executive Airlines, Flight 557 which departed
Burlington on runway 33 approximately two minutes after N-BQOCP stated
that he observed the Jet Commander take-off and initiate the climb-out.

‘ Hlo said the aireraft (N-LOOCP) rotated at about the intersection of

runvay 33 and 19. (About 3900 feet down the runvay) He watched the
gear come up andtthe landing 1ights shut off, According to the Captain

_ the aircraft started a climbing turn at sbout 800 feet and when 1t -

reached about 1200 feet he vas cleared to teke-off position for his own
aircraft which demanded his attention. The Captein said that following
his own take-off he turned left toward the VOR and vwhen in the vicinity
of The University of Vermont, departure control advised "mraffic off
right wing sbout three miles - no radio contact". The Captain reported
that his altitude at the VOR was 5,500' and at that time was adirised
thet the other eircraft was completely lost from radar. At that time
the Captein of Executive 557 elected to return to Burlington, He said
that ground contact vas still maintained at 5,500 feet but there was no
forvard visibility. Hovever, st 14,500 feet the airport was in sight a
a visual approach was made back to Burlington. .o

Ground witnesses located along the Bast Bhore of the leke described

their aural observations. Those vitnesses who vere generally under the

* take-off and climb out profile-for runway 33 seid that they heard a jet

aircraft pass over their houses some time around 8:00 P.M. .on the avening
of January 2Tth. Some described the sound as being low, others described
the sound as louder than usual and one vwitness said that to him the
engine sounds were indicative of low power operation i.e. reduced
throttles or idling powver.

Ground witnesses on, the east shore of the lake but south of
Burlington repdrted hearing unusual sounds at times variously estimated
between 7:30 P.M. and 8:30 P.M. Tvwo witnesses in the immediate vicinity
of Queneske Island associated the sound that they heard with that of a
falling tree. Another associated the sound he heard with that of a
falling object on his'roof or of his T.V. antenna having toppled.

- —
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Witnesses (con't)

@ One witness located in the area south of Burlington and another -w:

.
-t

witness located in Shelbourne, Vermont reported seeing a blue light to
the west of their respective positions toward the lske. One vitness
described the light as dark blue or almost purple and said that it
appeared to Her as a horizontal streak. The other witness described
hexr observation as one big flash that vas ingtantaneocus and blue in
calor.

Craw Ristory

FAA records together with company records disclosed that pilot
George O. Nikita, age 41, possessed an Airline Transport Pilot
certificate no. * with commercial privileges airplane single .
., engine land, His ratings and limitations included airplane, multi- ’
¢ engine land and single engine land. He had type ratings in the DO-3 .
¥  airerart and Jet Commander 1121 eircraft., His total flight time. SRRy AP
computed from company records vas 9,908 hours, of which approximatel¥ °
. €92 hours had been asccumulated in Jet Commander 1121 equipment, He had
flowvn approximately 479 hours within the last 12 monthas end approximately
143 hours withinkthe last 90 days. His first class physical examination

| with mo limitations was dated October 29, 1970, His dute of employment

with Gonsins Properties Inc. ves Jenuary 6, 1969.

Copilot Donald E, Myers, age 33, possessed commercial airman >
certificate no. and flight instructor rating. His ratings and
limitations inec airplane, instrument, eingle and multi-engine land.
Copilot Myers hdd accumilated a total of 3,115 flying hours, of which
205 hours were in‘the Jet Commender 1121 type aircraft. His first class
physical examination with no limitations was dated March 28,.1970. His .
date of employment with Cousins Properties Inc. was August 31, 1970.

Company records disclosed that both pilot Nikite and copilot Meyers
attended and satisfactorily completed a refresher training program in -
October 1970. This train activity was Flight SBafety Incorporation's
Commodore Jet Ground School/Simulator Program conducted at LaGuardia -

:* Adrport,'New York. The curriculum consisted of Seven hours simulator .

time and one and one half hour briefing for each pilot. This period of”
* training was between October 12 and Octover 22, 1970. Y o

-~ ¢
&_.'

Adrcraft : .
| .
The alrcraft was a Jet Commander serial no. 30-1121, regilstration

N-Jy . craft was owned and operated by Cousins Propertles, Int.,
Atlanta, Georgia., The aircraft and engine log books were
*been aboard the aircraft. Company records including a

flight log dated Januery 23, 1971 reflected a total aircraft #light time
of 3,36:46 hours.
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The total time shown for the left engine was 1,013:13 hours and the.time,, | .
for the right engine vas 687:48 hours. The aircraft was equipped with
Ceneral Electric, CJ-610-1 engines. Investigation disclosed that the
aircraft had an annual inspection August 15, 1970. At that time the

total aircraft time was reported to be 3,120:12 hours. B

' Prior to departure from Burlington, the sircraft had been serviced '

vith 500 gallons of Jet fual. A lineman employed by Northern Airvayg

stated that at about 5:45 P.M., he serviced m- with 250 gallong of
Shell 640 in each gide for a total of.500 gallons. He also stated that
other aircraft had been serviced from the same fuel truck before and efter
N-400CP and that vater checks conducted subsequent to servicing N-4oOcp -

vere negative.

»

‘The operator has indicated that when the ice thaws in Lake Chawplain
search efforts will be renewved to locate the missing aircraft. With the
advent of favorable conditiong sonar can be utilized to gearch the
likely erea from Four Brothers Islandg easterly to m\elbomqmﬁnt."

At the present time, the aircraft and’ occupants are missing. The _4

occupants are presumed to be fatal.

.V G

- Tperc D
Arnold E. Holstine ' ' ::
Alr Safety Investigator® -
New York Fie}d Offic'e' .ol
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