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you’ve been with Kinder, who you report to, your department, that
kind of stuff.
A, I’'m an operations specialist. I’ve been with Kinder Morgan
for three years, four months.
Q. And before that?
A, I worked for -- I guess the last company was Marathon for 10
years, but they were several companies before, but I was with the
same -- same place for 10 years.

Okay. What’d you do for Marathon?

Same thing.

Same thing? Okay, and you were with them for 10 years?

Yes.

Okay. Who do you report to?

And your division is?
My division? 1.
What’s the name of your office?

- Street.

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A, Mike Maverhofer.
Q

A

Q

A

Q -Street. That’s the location?

A Yeah.

Okay. Is it call the Operations Department?

Q
A. No. It’s just called the - Street office.
Q

Oh, okay. What is Mayerhofer’s -- what’s your supervisor’s
title?
A. Dave, what is that?
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Q. That’s okay. You can --

ME. CARROLL: Operations supervisor.

M5, GUNARATHNAM: Oh, ckay. Ops superviscr. 0Okay.

BY MS. GUNARATHAM:
0. Okay. Can you tell us a little bit about your 0Q
qualifications and your last training and everything, what you’re
certified in?
A, Operator qualifications, I have, like, 26 of them. I
probably can’t name all 26 of them but --
Q. No problem., Can you name as many as you can?
A, Purging and packing pipeline, line locating, damage
prevention, backfilling, patrol and leak survey, pipeline

val*.resf’g

lowering, operating saluwes, servicing values, coding valves,
. . coatind/Z o
inspecting -- or, I mean, ewodrng pipe, inspecting pipe,
right-of-way maintenance, wvault maintenance.

I don't know. That’s about all I can think cff the top of my
head,
Q. Okay. That's fine. All right. Great. So tell us about
your day on August 15th. Tell us the very beginning, how you
first heard about the incident and then all the actions that
followed after that. Just —-
k. They -- James -- they called me at 5:55 a.m. and said there
was a possible rupture or leak, to -- in Coolidge, to head that
way with my line locator, gas detector. So I headed that way and

I got about halfway there and I could see the big flame and I was,
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there was no pressure up, downstream of walve 38 and then went
back to FPicacho Staticon, had a little meeting with us. We didn’t
talk about much, but then I went home. There was nothing else I
could do.

0. What time did you go home?

A, About 1:00.

. Just to back up a little bit. So James Pigg called you at
5:55 a.m. He -- and directed you to go to Sundance
{indiscernible). What would you have done there if you --

A Closed the walwve,

s Closed the wvalwve. Okay, and as you were going there,
somebody else called you and redirected you?

L

AL Yeah. PRogelic called me, said, “That cone’s closed,” teo go to
the next one. I live the farthest away so, by the time I got

there everything was done.
Rogelio /# E

Q. Okay. Is “Ffatrio -- what's his last name?

A, Rogelic Chavez (ph.).

. Chavez. Okay, and he is?

. He’s an ops -- operation specialist just --

1, Okay.

AL -— like me. mm%n7§?

0. Okay, and then so Jurte-fstct told you go to Picacho Station?
A, No. He told me to go to 39.

s Oh, he teold you to valve 397

A, I think that’s what he told me.
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Q. Okay.

A. 39 or 39 and a half.

] Okav.

A. But I didn’t get wery far and then somebody else called me to

go somewhere else. Frank called me and told me to go to Picacho

Station.

. Oh, okay. What'd yvou do at Picacho Station?

L. Just waited for further direction.

. Oh, okay, and then you went back to wvalve 387

2, Valve 38.

O 38. Sorry. BSorry. 38. You went to 38B. 5o Frank -- did

Frank tell you to go to 387

A (Indiscernible) .
0 No? 0Okay, and this is Frank Sanchez?
e Uh=huh.

Q. Okay, and as you were driving tco 38, describe. Were there

any challenges to getting there?

A Yeah. That road was pretty muddy, puddles, and plus if you

go the other way, you'wve got to go through a lot of farm road
07 2

zigzag back over 4irr Randolph.

e So how leong from Picacho Station to walwve 38 do you think it

took you?

A, Frobably about 30 minutes.
Gl Thirty minutes? 0Okay, and is that normal?
A Yeah.
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Q. Okay. Okay. When James Pigg came, what did he do?

A, Nothing.

Q. Nothing?

A. He just was there in case we needed him.

Q. Okay. Did he look at the valves or anything? Was he just
watching?

AL Oh, vyeah, I'm sure he looked at them.

Q. Yeah. Okay.

A, Probably verified the position of the wvalves and that they

were closed.

Q. Okay. So who told you to go to Picacho Station afterwards?
A. I think James said we were having a meeting there --

Q. Okay.

A, -- so we all went there. Didn’t really have a meeting. Just

hung out for a minute and went home

Q. Okay. Did -- so nothing happened at Picacho? You just
(indiscernible) there?

A. (Indiscernible.)

0. Okay. So you went home at 1:00 p.m. For the rest of the day
were you at home or did you try to come back to the site?

A, No, I was at home.

Q. You were at home? Okay. So when you saw -- you said at
5:55, when you were on the way to the site, you said you saw the
fire?

A, Yeah, probably about .miles down Highway. from-
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it was ‘oad for -- highway.

Q. Uh-huh.
A, That weird intersection there. From —-- from there about 10

miles probably I could see it.

O Uh-huh.

A. Or noticed it. I probably could’ve seen it if I was looking
L 0} o b

0. How large of -- like, can you describe the fire?

A It was pretty big --

Q. Pretty big?

A -— if you can see it from that far.

Q. Yeah. Have you ever dealt with, you know, a fire like that
before --

A, No.

6 o == a rupture?

A, No.

Q. Okay. Have you —-- when was that last time you did any

emergency response training with the company?

A. We do a CBT every vyear.

0 What’s -- say it again?

A C -- computer based training.

Q. Computer based training. Okay, and what does that involve?

A A lot of reading and watching videos and taking a test at the
end -- or a quiz.

Q. Is it on the response procedure?
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Q. -—- other responses?
L. I've been invelved with liguid leaks.
O Okay. Does that differ from this type of response? Do you

get a separate training for liguids wersus this or is it just one?
. Mo. They have, like, a -- a boom deployment in rivers. We
did a lot of that hands on training. We actually put the boom in

the river a lot.

o] Okay. Okay. BSo wyou actually got --

R Because we have —-

Q —— (indiscernible) .

pa -- we have river crossings, so if —- if a liquid line was to

rupture in the river, we’ve got to get the cil out of the water.

Q. Okay.

AL Other than that, I've never -- never had anything.

0. Okavy.

A, Or I've never had anything.

Q. Did you have to do anything following up, as far as the

incident was concerned, once you returned to work after Sunday? 7
Olivarez

. Yeah. the following day, on Monday, I went with Jody -&tveres

{ph.) to lockout all the valves on both sides of the -- the

explosion,
0. What -- you know what wvalwves those were?
Y -35?539 and a half, 1 double 0O7.
Gl 1 double 077
A Yeah, 1-0-0-7.
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AL No.
Q. -- take any of those off?
A, No.
Q. Okay. Nobody mentioned anything?
A, But I -- I did have to close the downstream crossover.
Q. Okay.
AL The upstream was already closed.
Q. Okay. As far as training, have you had any mock emergency
taning [sic] -- training, tabletop exercises or anything like
that?
A. To simulate an explosion like this?
Q. Pardon?
A, To simulate an explosion like this?
Q. Yes.
A. I -- I don’t think so.
MR. CARROLL: That’s all I have, Rachael.
MS. GUNARATNAM: Okay. Thank you.
BY MR. WEIGHT:
Q. All right. Tom, what’s =-- what direction did you take to

close valve 387

A, I live a_ff of_ which is Highway

|. So I took that all the way.

Q. Okay. Now when you got to Picacho Station and then Frank --

so let me just kind of -- all right. So you -- when you met up

with Frank at the station and then he told you to go to wvalwve 38,
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what =-- did you approach =-- what direction did you approach valve
38 from?

A, I had to go-on -o get back to the highway. I
don’t know what highway that is, but the one that’s right next

to --

- Il
A, -- the one that goes through-.

Q. Yeah, that’s Highway..

A, Still? Okay, and I went to, like, -or something like
that and zigzagged the farms, cross --

Q. Now did -- okay. Did you receive information from anybody

saying to approach it from the west side or is it =--

A, Well, I think Brett sent me a pin and I used my Google maps
to get there, because I -- I don’t know the area. That’s not my
area.

Q. Okay. So Mr. Berry then told -- gave you the indication of

how he got there. He said take my route or --
AL No. He just sent me a GPS location --

Q. Oh, okay.

A, -— and I put that in my Google maps and Google maps took me
there.
Q. Okay. What was the condition of the right-of-way once you

got to the right-of-way?
A, A lot of mud.
Q. And then who told you when you were going to Sundance or was,
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like, who told you to no longer go to Sundance with -- go the
station, was that Frank or James?

A, That was Rogelio Chavez.

0. Okay. All right. So Bogelio told you, you know —-- he

{indiscernible)? Okay. Now normally when you do these kind of

valves, is it —- are those normally gas pressure cperated?

A Yes.

0. Okay. Could wyou describe what the norm -- under normal
conditions, if you had to coperate that wvalve, what -- what would

vou neormally do?

A, Well, I'd open up the cabinet. When it says -- there’s a
handle that says open and a handle that says closed. You just
pull the handle that says close and watch it close. When it's
done, vou let go of the handle and you’re done.

0. Okay, and then I guess it would -- I heard descriptions that

yvou kind of had to manually work a lever to clcose the valve?

A, Ies.

0. When would you have to work that lever?

. When you don't have any line pressure to operate the
automatic.

0. Where on the wvalve would that lever be located as a backup?
k. It's inside the box. You open the container. You’wve got the

levers 7 2

two T=vels or you got the hydraulic pump.
Gl Okay. So the hydraulic pump is inside the box -- the control
box?
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MR. CARROLL: No.

MS. GUNARATNAM: Ryan?

MR, WEIGHT: Just so, vyou know —-- so I'm familiar with vyour
crossover valve for (indiscernible) line. So where is valve 39
and a half in relation to valve 39 that Frank closed?

MR. BARBER: I want -- 39 and a half is - of -Avenue
and the other was between -Avenue and - if I remember
correctly. That’s the first time running any of that stuff.

MR. WEIGHT: Okay, and again, I mean you’ve probably already
mentioned this. The only reason why James told you to go to these

valves is to make sure they were locked out and tagged out?

MR. BARBER: On Monday. That was with Jody -- well, James
wanted me to learn the system because I’11 -- I'll probably be
involved a little bit through this whole -- the whole thing, like,

whenever it comes to time to possibly repair it, I’1ll probably be
somewhere around there.

So he wanted me to go with Jody to learn everything that’s
in-between there --

MR. WEIGHT: Okay.

MR. BARBER: -- so that I was familiar with the area because
Jody could’ve done that by himself, but James wanted me to learn
the -- where the valves are and everything.

MR. WEIGHT: All right. Okay. I have no further questions.

MS. GUNARATNAM: Okay. Thanks. Just one follow up.

BY MS. GUNARATNAM:
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Q. You said 37, 38, 39, all those wvalves were the first time you
ever dealt with them ever? Youfwve never had to work with these

valves ever?

A, No.

0. Okay. Why do you think they called you then to do this?
A Because they needed more help.

Q. Just more help? 0Okay. So you're kind of a backup?

A, Yeah.

Q. Okay. Who -- do you know who the pecple are normally that

work this area?

Olivarez 7-2':?

A, Jody &ivares and —-

Q. Was he there?

A, Noe. I think he was out of town that weekend.

s Okay. Do yvou know anyone else?

A. Kenny Harris.

Q. Okay.

A, I mean I don’t know a leot of them., I think we just lost two

people to retirement and transfer, because Casa Grande has three
and Phoenix has three operations specialists.

Q. Okay. They typically have three in Casa Grande?

2

Yeah, but they only have cone at the moment.
Okavy.
Like this recently happened, like, last couple weeks.

Okay, but two retired?

=2 o

No, one retire, one transfer.
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Q. One transfer. Okay. Okay. All right. So you've never --
so you haven’t heard anything, any issues, with line 20007
A, No.

MS. GUNARATNAM: No. Okay. Okay. Any last minute follow
ups?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yeah. I have a couple more.

When the line 2000 -- when you worked with line 2000 closer
to the -metro area, like, out near_or
wherever that general (indiscernible)?

MR. BARBER: The 2000 line, I -- I don’t think I’'ve ever done
anything with it --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BARBER: -- off the top of my head in three years.
(Indiscernible.)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: All right. Okay. I have no further
questions.

MR. BARBER: I don’"t even —-

MS. GUNARATNAM: Okavy.

MR. BARBER: =-- think the 2000 line don’t even go through
Phoenix area.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Well, it -- I know it passes through
the -once it hits that main corridor to (indiscernible)
system.

MR. BARBER: I think --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: -- near 1600 --
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