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Incident Information
On 16-NOV-23 at 09:10, a pipeline leak was reported to the NRC.  Report came from 
Third Coast Midstream. Sheen on water was observed around 0900 at location: 29°
17'50"N–88°43'05"W

An overflight at 1400 CST observed a Latest observations: 

14:00 central overflight reported a slick is 3-4 miles wide, with dark oil scattered 
throughout

Leading edge: 29°14'18"N–88 52'3"W 

Trailing edge :29°25'30"N–88°43’ 00”W

A continuous release is likely to occur over the next four days as the repair crew 
mobilizes to site. 



Incident Location
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Trajectory Analysis
Winds and currents will combine to move oil released from the pipeline to the 
southwest - curving south of the Mississippi River Delta.

Winds are moderately strong from the ENE today (15-12 knots) and will relax Friday 
and become more northerly. Ocean currents are a strong factor in transport in the 
area, and will carry the oil at ~1 knot to the southwest around the delta. Due to the 
buffering effects of the buoyant river outflow, no shoreline impacts are 
expected. 

Fate estimates suggest ~30% of the Louisiana sweet crude evaporating and up to 
~20% being dispersed into the water column over 24 hours. The oil remaining on 
the water surface may emulsify, eventually breaking up into scattered patties and 
sheen.

Map on the following slide shows the trajectory forecast for 2000 Nov 17 (Friday). 



Trajectory 
prediction for 
2000, Nov 17 2023

Model is initialized using an 
0600 Nov 16 release from the 
“trailing edge” (pipeline 
rupture) location.
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