






 

Drummac Inspecting QMP Q&A Session Items of Note  

 On 10/6/2021, Amtrak Mechanical, Operations Safety and Drummac management performed a 
Q&A with the inspecting Drummac QMP who performed the 1500-mile Class I air brake test on 
train 7(24) in Minot. 

 During the Q&A it was stated that locomotive tests and inspections testing occur immediately 
upon train arrival and before Class I train air brake testing. Additionally, this was confirmed as 
normal practice by the Division Road Foreman of Engines after the Q&A session. 

 The Drummac QMP stated that the brake pipe angle cock is closed between the locomotive 
consist and passenger cars before locomotive tests and inspections. Brake pipe pressure is 
restored to the passenger cars (angle cock opened) immediately before the Class I air brake test. 

 Below is brief narrative of Class I air brake test steps stated by QMP 
o Train brakes are released on the train. 
o Train air brakes are set and the QMP waits one (1) minute before advancing test. 
o Train air brakes are cut out by placing the P2A in the “Test” position (cutting out 

pressure maintaining feature). The QMP waits one (1) minute before advancing test. 
o The ABV handle is moved to release, and the QMP waits one (1) minute. 
o The P2A is cut in, placed in “Pass”, and brake pipe pressure is restored to the train. 
o The train brakes are applied (service rate) to secure train, MAP 1173 documentation 

signed, and the train is transferred over to the outbound train crew.  

Analysis Overview High Level Summary 

Review of the locomotive event recorder revealed Class I air brake test discrepancies around Amtrak 
ABTH (Air Brake & Train Handling Rules) Class I brake test procedures. A brief overview of findings is 
listed below: 

1) Locomotive pressure maintaining feature cut in action was not clearly observed (see Amtrak 
ABTH P4.2.1; steps 21 and 22). This suggests that locomotive pressure maintaining was not cut 
out to observe for train brake pipe leakage.  

2) The sequence of Class I air brake test steps stated by the Drummac QMP does not align with 
Amtrak ABTH Class I Air Brake Test procedures. Although not in accordance with Amtrak ABTH it 
should be noted that the brake test step actions stated by the Drummac QMP were not 
observed in the locomotive event recorder.  

3) Only 24 seconds elapsed from final air brake release to the service brake application used to 
secure the train at completion of the air brake test. Although more than one mechanical 
personnel may have participated in ground inspections during the air brake test, it cannot be 
reasonably expected that Amtrak ABTH Class I Air Brake Test procedure steps 23 and 24 were 
executed adequately in 24 seconds on a 10 passenger car train.  

 



 

Amtrak ABTH Class I Air Brake Test Procedures: 

 




