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A. ACCIDENT  

Location: Kalea, Hawaii 
Date: June 8, 2022 
Time: 1726 Hawaii-Aleutian standard time  
Helicopter: Bell 407, registration N402SH  

B. SUMMARY 

On June 8, 2022, about 1726 Hawaii-Aleutian Standard Time, a Bell 407 
helicopter, N402SH, operated by K & S Helicopters doing business as Paradise 
Helicopters, impacted a lava rock field near Kalea, Hawaii (HI) after an inflight 
separation of its empennage. On November 9, 2022, members of the Airworthiness 
Group examined the accident helicopter wreckage stored at Ellison Onizuka Kona 
International Airport (KOA) on the island of Hawai’i. 

C. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

The accident helicopter, N402SH, was airframe serial number (S/N) 53118. 
Section 6.0 of the Maintenance Records Factual Report provided information on the 
installation of a new tail boom assembly, S/N BP-1598 that was referenced from its 
component log card (Appendix A, Figure A-1). According to the component log 
card, the tail boom assembly was installed new onto airframe S/N 53118 on August 
23, 2009, at an aircraft total time (ATT) of 5,780 hours. 

 
A copy of the accident helicopter’s logbook page that contained the 

maintenance entry for installation of new tail boom S/N BP-1598 showed the tail 
boom was installed new onto airframe S/N 53118 on August 23, 2006, at an ATT of 
5,980.1 hours (Appendix A, Figure A-2). 

 
 

Submitted by: 
 

Chihoon Shin 
Aerospace Engineer – Helicopters 
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APPENDIX A 

 
Figure A-1. The component log card for tail boom S/N BP-1598. 
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Figure A-2. The aircraft logbook entry for the tail boom installation. 


