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 Time:   1346 Eastern Daylight Time   
 Aircraft:  Dassault Falcon 50, Registration N114TD 
      
B. MAINTENANCE RECORDS 

   
Gregory Borsari 
National Transportation Safety Board 
Washington, D.C. 

 
C. SUMMARY 

 
On September 27, 2018, about 1346 eastern daylight time, a Dassault Falcon 50 business jet, 

N114TD, operated by Air American Flight Services, Inc., was substantially damaged when it 
overran the departure end of runway 19 at Greenville Downtown Airport (GMU), Greenville, 
South Carolina. The airline transport pilot (ATP) seated in the left cockpit seat and private pilot 
seated in the right cockpit seat were fatally injured, and the two passengers received serious 
injuries. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed, and an instrument flight rules flight plan 
was filed for the flight that departed St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE), St. 
Petersburg-Clearwater, Florida, destined for GMU. The personal flight was conducted under the 
provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91. 
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1.0 Air Carrier Certificates 

Air America Flight Services, Inc. located at 4095 Southern Blvd. Suite 207, West Palm 
Beach, FL. 33406. A Part 135 Air Carrier certificate for on demand operation, nine passengers or 
less, number X09A317J, was issued to Air America Flight Services, Inc. by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), on September 28, 2000, Amended June 1, 2005. 

2.0 Operations Specifications (OpSpecs)1 

Air America Flight Services, Inc Certificate X09A317J, which includes the standards, 
terms, conditions, and limitations contained in the FAA approved Operations Specifications was 
reviewed.  Some key facts noted and listed: 

(a) Section D085 of the OpSpecs Air America Flight Services, Inc has one Beechcraft 
Super King Air BE-200-200, one Dassault Falcon AMD-50-50 and one Piper Aircraft 
Chieftain PA-31-350 aircraft in the fleet. Total 3 aircraft. 
 

(b) Section D092 of the OpSpecs authorized Air America Flight Services, Inc operations 
in designated Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum airspace for the Dassault Falcon 
50 Aircraft. 

 
(c) Section D095 of the OpSpecs authorized Air America Flight Services, Inc to use an 

FAA approved Minimum Equipment List (MEL) for the aircraft listed in D085 of the 
OpSpecs. 
 

(d) Per section E096 of the OpSpecs, Air America Flight Services, Inc is authorized for a 
Weight and Balance Program. Air America Flight Services, Inc is authorized to use 
fleet aircraft weights outlined in the certificate holder’s empty weight and balance 
program for each fleet type listed. The Dassault Falcon 50 aircraft weighed every 36 
calendar months per the Air America Flight Services, Inc. Company General 
Operations Manual (GOM), Section 7.7. 

 
3.0 Type Certificate Data Sheet 

The Type Certificate Data Sheet (A46EU) prescribes conditions and limitations under 
which the product for which the Type Certificate (TC) was issued meets the airworthiness 
requirements of the Federal Aviation Regulations. According to the document, Dassault Aviation 
is the holder of the TC. 

                                                           
1 Operations Specifications contains the authorizations, limitations, and certain procedures under which each kind of 
operation, if applicable, is to be conducted by the certificate holder. 
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4.0 Aircraft Information 

N114TD was manufactured by Dassault-Brejuet and was issued a corrected Standard 
Airworthiness Certificate on January 26, 19842. Air America Flight Services, Inc. is the 
registered owner of the aircraft. According to the last available Flight Logs dated August 13, 
2018 when the 12-month Avionics check was completed and information reviewed prior to the 
accident flight, the airplane had approximately 14,013.0 total hours and approximately 7,541 
total cycles. 

The airplane was equipped with three Allied Signal engines. The engines had accumulated the 
following operating times as of November 6, 2014, the most recent log entry: 

Engine and Information 
 

 No.1 Engine No.2 Engine No.3 Engine 

Manufacturer Honeywell 
TFE731-3-1C 

Honeywell  
TFE731-3-1C 

Honeywell  
TFE731-3-1C 

Part Number 3072800-2 3072800-1 3072800-1 

Serial Number P-76195 P-76153 P-76154 

Date Installed June 10, 2007 December 13, 2007 June 15, 2007 

Time since Major 
Periodic Inspection 

793.8 426.8 788.1 

Cycles since Major 
Periodic Inspection 

392 197 388 

Engine Total Time 
Hours 

13,243.6 13,429.7 12,280.4 

Engine Total Cycles 7,106 7,168 7,040 

 

5.0 Air America Flight Services, Inc Maintenance (Falcon 50) 

Air America Flight Services, Inc is responsible for all maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, rebuilding, and alteration of any of its aircraft, airframe, aircraft engines, 
appliances, and component parts of such aircraft in accordance with 14 CFR Parts 43, 91 and 
135. This includes all life-limited parts that are removed from a type certificated product, 
segregated and controlled as defined in 14 CFR §43.10.  
 

                                                           
2 Original Airworthiness Certificate listed an incorrect date of issue. 
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Air America Flight Services, Inc must comply with the aircraft Manufacturer’s Maintenance 
Inspection Program, as revised, in accordance with the provisions of 14 CFR § 91.409(f)(3) and 
135.411(a)(1). The Manufacturer’s Maintenance Program is one which is contained in the 
current Maintenance Manual, Chapter 5. All maintenance, preventive maintenance, and 
alteration to the aircraft, engines, and appliances will be performed in accordance with current 
Federal Aviation Administration Regulations, manufacturer recommendations and specifications, 
Manufacturer Mandatory Service Bulletins, Mandatory Service Letters, Airworthiness Directives 
(AD’s), Instructions for Continued Airworthiness (ICA’s) and good maintenance practices, as 
appropriate. 
 
The Falcon 50 Inspection Program is based on four types of inspections, accomplished one at a 
time, in groups or collectively, as scheduled by the operator. The maintenance cycle is based on 
four types of inspections.   
 
The following is a list of scheduled inspections contained in the Falcon 50 AMM chapter 5 and 
the interval for each inspection. 

 
• Basic Inspection: every 12 months or 300 flight hours, whichever comes first. 
• 12 Month or 500 flight hours and 12-month periodicity inspections, which ever limit 

is reached first and every 12 months. 
• B check inspection: every 1,500 flight hours. 
• C check inspection: every 6 years. 
 
The 12-month periodicity are defined as 3 inspections. 
 
• 12 Month inspection. 
• 24 Month inspection. 
• 36 Month inspection. 

 
Avionics inspection, every 12 months. 
 
Main landing gear (MLG) items are noted as follows:  

• Check of the normal braking system pressures, 2B inspection.  
• Check of the emergency braking, 2B inspection.  
• Functional test of the anti-skid system, 3B inspection.  
• Replacement of the braking system filter elements, 1B inspection.  
• Replacement of the filter and seal of the brake servo valves, 1B inspection. 
• Replacement of the MLG Pintle Pin, 18,670 landings. 
• Restoration of the MLG Shock Absorber, 16,000 landings. 
• Restoration of the MLG Brace Actuator, 3,550 landings. 
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• Restoration of the MLG Brake Servo Valve, 25 years. 
 
Additional main landing gear items: Detailed inspection and dimensional check of the main 
landing gear legs, 6 years. Restoration of the main landing gear legs (overhaul), 6,000 landings 
or 12 year, plus 5 months. Replacement of the main landing gear legs (life limited), 20,000 
landings.  
 
A record review of the available logbooks was conducted. Table 1 is the most recent listing of 
the Falcon 50 maintenance inspection checks completed on N114TD for each check type. 

Table 1 – N114TD Falcon 50 Maintenance Inspection Checks 

Inspection(s) Date of most 
recent 

Inspection 

Location Total 
Time 

Total 
Landings 

Avionics 
Inspection 

August 13, 
2018 

Clearwater, FL 14,013.0 7,541 

Basic Inspection August 27, 
2014 

Clearwater, FL 14,002.8 7,538 

1A Check August 27, 
2014 

Clearwater, FL 14,002.8 7,538 

2A Check August 27, 
2014 

Clearwater, FL 14,002.8 7,538 

4A Check August 27, 
2014 

Clearwater, FL 14,002.8 7,538 

B Check November 
22, 2007 

Unknown 13,568.7 7,335 

2C & 4C Check January 10, 
2012 

Unknown 13,860.2 7,467 

 

Table 2 is a listing of the Falcon 50 landing gear 72-month dimensional inspection and 
12-year overhaul on N114TD. 
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Table 2 – N114TD Falcon 50 Landing Gear Inspections 

Inspection(s) Date of most 
recent 

Inspection 

Location Total 
Time 

Total 
Landings 

Dimensional 
Check and 
Corrosion 

Inspections 
(MLG & NLG) 

January 10, 
2012 

Unknown 13,860.2 7,467 

Overhaul (MLG 
& NLG) 

July 23, 
2002 

St. Louis, MO 9,314.8 4,838 

 

Included in the maintenance record review was an open work order, No. 622187 initiated on 
June 22, 2018 by Air America flight Services, Inc. to perform maintenance work on N114TD. 
The following tasks were assigned: 

• 12 Month Inspection 
• 12 Month or 500 Hour Inspection 
• 1C Inspection 
• 3C Inspection 
• 5C Inspection 
• Basic Inspection 
• Replace main batteries 

The work order contained a total of 103 maintenance tasks to be completed, see attachment one. 

6.0 Minimum Equipment List (MEL)3  

Air America Flight Services, Inc was authorized to use an approved MEL on its airplanes 
per the OpSpecs. According to the director of maintenance, there were no open MEL items, see 
interview summary, attachment three.  

                                                           
3 The FAA approved Minimum Equipment List contains a list of equipment and instruments that may be inoperative 
on a specific aircraft for continuing flight beyond a terminal point. 
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7.0 Airworthiness Directives (AD)4 and Service Bulletins (SB)  

An airframe and engine logbook review for AD compliance was conducted. The review 
concentrated on the main landing gear, landing gear braking and anti-skid system. The following 
AD’s affected the landing gear system were reviewed. 

• AD 2011-10-14 Dassault Aviation, effective date June 17, 2011. This AD 
supersedes AD 2010-24-08. Within 7 days after December 9, 2010 (the effective 
date of AD 2010-24-08), do a general visual inspection for correct installation of 
the emergency brake system number 2, in accordance with the accomplishment 
instructions of Dassault Service Bulletin F50-515, dated October 12, 2010. If the 
emergency brake system number 2 is found installed incorrectly during the 
inspection, before further flight, install the emergency brake system number 2 
correctly in accordance with the accomplishment instructions of Dassault Service 
Bulletin F50-515, dated October 12, 2010. New requirements of this AD. Within 7 
months after the effective date of this AD, paint the pipe ends of the emergency 
brake system 2 and related unions, in accordance with paragraph 2.C. of the 
accomplishment instructions of Dassault Service Bulletin F50-515, dated 
October 12, 2010. According to the records, this AD was complied with on January 
10, 2012. Airplane total time 13,860.2, total landings 7,467. 

• AD 2017-16-09 Dassault Aviation, effective date September 25, 2017. Within 9 
months of the effective date of the AD, inspect brake hoses to identify whether any 
brake hose having part number AE705317-1 or part number 00-200-1268 is 
installed. Initial requirements of this AD install’s protective wrap on the brake 
hoses or replaces the hoses with new hoses that are fitted with protective Dacron 
sleeves in accordance with Dassault SB F50-510, revision 2, dated 
December 20, 2012 or SB F2000-382, revision 2, dated May 12, 2011. No record of 
maintenance was found for this AD during the review, see attachment three.  

8.0 Aircraft Logbook Review 

Aircraft logbooks were reviewed from January 2002 thru August 13, 2018 (most recent 
entry). The review focused on the landing gear braking system and any special inspections 
and/or operational discrepancies on the airplane.  The following items are noted. 

• August 27, 2014 – Removed and replaced right hand anti-skid servo control valve. 
Installed part number 9542732-2, serial number JULY67-343D. Total time – 14,002.8 
hours, Landings – 7,538. 

                                                           
4 Airworthiness Directive (AD) is a regulatory notice sent out by the FAA informing the operator of an action that 
must be taken for the aircraft to maintain its airworthiness status. 
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• February 22, 2013 – Removed and replaced anti-skid control box. Installed part 
number 6002614-3, serial number NOV80-087. Total time – 13,921.4 hours, 
Landings – 7.500. 

• June 24, 2007 – Removed and replace RMLG electrical harness part number C23824, 
serial number 129 installed. Total time – 13,251.1 hours, Landings – 6,169. 

9.0 Weight and Balance Summary 

Air America Flight Services, Inc uses a weight and balance program to ensure compliance 
with applicable airworthiness requirements and aircraft operation limitations.  

Per the OpSpecs (E0-96) the Falcon 50 35A aircraft must be weighed every 36 calendar 
months.  The most recent weight and balance for N114TD was performed on July 12, 2012, see 
attachment two. 

Basic Empty Weight:  21,420.5 pounds 

Arm:    1.13  inches 

Moment:   24,111.445 lb-inches 

10.0 Service Difficulty Reports (SDR)6 

A query of the FAA SDR data base was conducted for N114TD. There were no SDR found 
on file for the accident aircraft.  

11.0 Major Alterations and Major Repairs 

A records review of the FAA Airworthiness file for N114TD showed there were 27 major 
alterations and two major repairs on file for the accident airplane. None of the major alterations 
or major repairs affected the landing gear, landing gear brakes or the anti-skid system. 

12.0 Method of Record Keeping 

Per FAR Parts 43, 91 and 135, Air America Flight Services, Inc maintains records for the 
aircraft, engines and components with the use of aircraft and engine logbooks, flight logbooks, 
and other company required maintenance records. 

In addition, Air America Flight Services, Inc utilizes a computerized maintenance tracking 
program (MTrax Maintenance Tracking) to assist in tracking: 

• Life Limited Parts. 
• Service Bulletins. 
• Airworthiness Directives. 

                                                           
5 Moment as reported on the weight and balance form. 
6 A Service Difficulty Report (SDR) is a report of the occurrence or detection of each failure, malfunctions, or 
defects as required by 14 CFR 135.415. 
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• 36-month Weight and Balance. 
• Emergency Equipment Inspections. 
• Next due inspection based on aircraft total time. 
• Next due inspection based on aircraft total landings. 
• Next due inspection based on calendar date. 

13.0 Manuals 

(a) General Operations Manual (GOM) – covers the operating policies and procedures 
Air America Flight Services, Inc personnel under its Air Carrier Certificate. The 
purpose of this manual is to provide guidance in order that company personnel can 
execute their assigned duties and responsibilities in accordance with all company 
policies and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations. 

(b) Minimum Equipment List (MEL) – List of equipment and instruments that may be 
inoperative on a specific aircraft. 

(c) Manufacture Supplied Manuals - Aircraft/Engine Maintenance Manuals, Structural 
Repair Manuals, Overhaul Manuals, Wiring Manuals, Fault Isolation Manuals, 
Illustrated Parts Catalog, Corrosion Program Manual, Service Bulletins and Engine 
Manuals.   

14.0 Interview Summary 

 
Mr. Timothy Fox, Director of Maintenance for Air America Flight Services, Inc. was 
interviewed on June 5, 2019. 

See interview summary, attachment three. 

 

 
Submitted by:  Gregory Borsari 

  Aviation Accident Investigator 
 Maintenance  
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   Interview Summary 
 
Date/Time: June 5, 2019 at 08:40 EDT  
Mr. Timothy Fox, Director of Maintenance – Air America Flight Services, Inc 
Location: Clearwater Aviation, Clearwater, FL. 
Participants: NTSB, Gregory Borsari, Pocholo Cruz 
Representation: Mr. George Crow 
NTSB Accident Number – ERA18FA264, Falcon 50, Greenville, SC 
 
After introductions were completed the interview commenced and Mr. Timothy Fox was asked if 
he had any FAA or FCC certifications which he responded he has an A&P license.  
 
Asked what his position or title at the company for Clearwater Aviation, He responded he was 
the director of maintenance (DOM). How long have you been the director of maintenance for 
Clearwater aviation? Tim responded late 2009. Asked how long with the company and he said 
since 2001. Prior to being the DOM, he was in maintenance with Clearwater aviation.  
 
Can you briefly describe your professional background? Before 2000 I was in the restaurant 
industry. About 2000, 2001 my father bought the flight school and I came to work for him. I 
started to learn about airplanes. As the DOM can you tell us about what your duties and 
responsibilities? For the flight school, to maintain airplanes in accordance with regulations. See 
that the inspections get completed. Make sure the personnel have what they need to complete the 
tasks.  For Air America it was to make sure the company manuals were up-to-date and to keep 
the airplanes maintained.  When asked about the two companies, Air America and the Flight 
school he clarified that there is only the flight school now. That Air America is no longer in 
business.  
 
Asked what airplanes were on the Air America certificate he confirmed that there were three 
airplanes, a Super King Air, a Chieftain and the Falcon. Asked if they still had the two airplanes, 
he responded that yes to the King Air, no to the Chieftain.  
 
Can you briefly describe the history of Air America? Not sure I really understand the question, 
my father purchased the company around 2003, 2004, 2005, sometime around then. Prior to that 
I could not tell you anything about it. After your father purchased the company and you came 
onboard, what did the company do?  We chartered airplanes and I was just a technician back 
then. Several other people held the Director of Maintenance position. The certificate is gone so 
the only thing in operation is the flight school, correct? Yes, flight school and the maintenance. 
About Air America, can you tell us a little bit about it? It was just one hangar.   
 
Asked if there were any previous accidents or violations or anything of that nature with Air 
America he responded, not that he was aware of. Were there any on-the-job incidents or did 
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anybody get hurt on the job?  No there were none.   
 
Going over the background, just to understand the company's workforce, workload under Air 
America how many mechanics were there? As of right now there's three of us, there was four, 
but about July or August maybe somewhere in there he left. Did the one individual leave on his 
own? No, my father let him go. Did you perform any of the hands-on work yourself for 
America? I did.  
 
At that time what percentage of maintenance would you say you actually performed? He said it's 
really hard to say, about 30%, I really couldn't put a number to it. Asked if the other mechanics 
were A&P certificated, he responded yes, they were. Asked if any were FCC certificated or R&E 
mechanics, he said he did not know what an R&E is. Clarified the question, any radio and 
electrical mechanics? He said, no. I further added that according the records there was a recent 
12-month avionics inspection and said, yes that type of work was outsourced. 
 
Asked about component work, if they send the components out or do you do any component 
work in-house? He responded; no we don't do anything for components as far as working on the 
physical component. We remove and reinstall yes, but no physical work or tear down on the 
component itself. Asked if they used outside vendors and he asked do you mean like a Duncan 
Aviation? I responded yes and he said yes, they do use vendors to send the components out for 
maintenance. 
 
Asked about training, as the director of maintenance do you provide any training? He said it was 
all hands-on training (on-the job training or OJT). Asked if there were any recurrent training 
requirements for the mechanics? Not that he was aware of. Asked if there were training resources 
available to him, he said, yes one time they took an APU course over at Tampa.  
 
You talk about OJT, on-the-job training, do you maintain any training records? No records just 
provide the OJT where needed.  
 
Asked if he felt the mechanics that work on airplanes if they were competent or any issues with 
them, he said they were competent, could perform the work on their own and had no issues with 
them.  
 
Asked if he was responsible for the GOM he responded, no he did not think so. He added that his 
father and the director of operations took care of the GOM. 
 
Asked about the Falcon specifically and under the 135-certificate how was maintenance tracked? 
How maintenance that would be coming due in the future was tracked? We have a program 
called MTrax. He said the company that designed it was Tdata. 
 
Asked if he, as the DOM would input the items that needed to be tracked? He said yes, he would 
add the items. Asked if the items could be tracked by flight hours, flight cycles or calendar time, 
he said yes. Asked if the program could track any combination of the three and he said yes, any 
combination. 
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Asked about airworthiness directives as the director of maintenance did you review and 
determine whether airworthiness directives apply? He responded, yes, he used Tdata to review 
the AD’s. He clarified that under that program you can select the make and model of the airplane 
and it would pull the applicable AD’s up for review. Asked if the program provided that type of 
service, he said yes.  
 
 When asked about service bulletins he said he used the Falcon customer portal for service 
bulletins. Asked if that included engines, he said no, just the airframe. Asked about the engines 
he said he did his best to keep up with Honeywell, their portal. The DOM had access to both. 
Asked if he had a routine task for himself to check for SB’s he said he would pull them up every 
60 – 90 days to review. He added he would get e-mail notification every time a new service 
bulletin came up for the Falcon. 
 
Asked if the program would provide an alert when an item was coming due, he said no, you 
would not get a notification, but he would check the program on a daily basis to see if anything 
was due. 
 
Asked if he ever had to deal with an over-run or something that went beyond time, he responded 
no. 
 
Asked about the method of record keeping. He said for that particular airplane it would be 
airframe, engines and APU logbooks. 
 
Asked if he had ever dealt with a recurring log item, some people would call it a chronic item or 
a reoccurring item? He responded no; he did not remember anything like that. 
 
He was asked about mechanical irregularities or service difficulty reports and he responded that 
he was familiar with them, but never had to deal with that. 
 
Asked about tooling requirements, such as calibration requirements, he said yes, every 12 
months and we have a record of it. 
 
Asked on the Falcon if they had an MEL or used the MEL? He said that he had not used it in a 
long time. The airplane had not flown in years. Asked if there was anything deferred on the 
airplane? No, nothing deferred. Asked how he would track an MEL item? He said he has a board 
over in the office. Tracked by “N” number, ATA code, item, and due date. 
 
The DOM was shown a copy of the work order on the Falcon and asked if he was familiar with it 
and what it was? He said that was the work order generated when his father wanted to put the 
airplane back in service. 
 
Asked how long the airplane was in storage he said about four years, except for doing monthly 
runs. The airplane was kept in the hangar. 
 
Asked about the work order that was generated that looked to be a work progression sheet he 
clarified the work order was everything that had to be done before the airplane could be placed 
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back in service. Asked if the work order was completed, he said no it was not. Asked how far 
along, he said if he remembers correctly about 60% complete. 
 
Asked if the work was not completed was the airplane ready to go? He responded, no, not by the 
regulations and he (father) knew that. He added that there was nothing he did not know about 
that airplane. 
 
Asked about an item on the work order to send the anti-skid control box out for overhaul, he said 
he thought it was the left anti-skid control valve. He added that each gear had an anti-skid valve 
and he did not remember which one. He was shown the item in the work order and agreed that it 
had left hand control box and not control valve as it should have. He added that it was not sent 
out for overhaul. Asked if his father knew this? Yes, he knew, there was nothing he did not know 
about that airplane. He added, if I knew it, he knew it. 
 
Asked if we (NTSB) have all the records on the Falcon, he said the FAA came and took 
everything. I informed him that we have all the records the FAA gathered, I just needed to check 
that nothing else was there. 
 
Asked if the main landing gear (MLG) was due for an overhaul? The DOM responded, yes. Was 
it overdue for an overhaul? He answered, yes. I explained that according to the requirements the 
overhaul is every 12 years with a plus five-month grace period and he added that he thought it 
was 12-year six month. I further stated while reviewing the records it looked like the last 
overhaul was about 14 years ago and he responded, that could be right, whatever is in the 
records. 
 
I discussed that there was a number of airworthiness directives on the MLG brake hoses and the 
most recent AD had an effective date of September 2017 with a nine-month compliance period. 
Asked if he was familiar with this AD he stated that, yes he remembered something like that, but  
they had not gotten to the airworthiness directives yet, they were working on getting all the letter 
checks completed first. Asked if the AD was done, he responded that if it was applicable to the 
airplane then no, it would not have been done. 
 
Asked if they had an area that they kept spares he said he that they had an area for chemicals, 
lubes, hardware and some consumables. We did not have a lot of parts or consumables for the 
Falcon. 
 
We talked about the interview that was conducted with a pilot that had recently flown the 
airplane and had said that the brakes did not work after landing. Asked if he was given this 
information. He said he remember one time the plane was flown for maintenance and the pilot 
said that one pedal felt soft, but once he pumped it and they were fine. Once he reported it to me, 
I discussed it with my father saying we need to look at this. His father told him not to do 
anything until he checked it out himself. It was his airplane, there really wasn’t a lot I could do. 
That was some of the tension between us. 
 
I explained that in the interview the pilot said, no brakes on landing. He responded, I never heard 
that. He was asked if he was ever told, no brakes on landing and he said, no, never. He added 
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that he only had the one conversation with the pilot about the soft pedal. Asked that he was never 
told, no brakes on landing and he said correct, never told. I definitely do not remember being told 
that. 
 
Asked if either the PMI or the PAI had ever been around to look at the facility, he said that the 
PMI had never been here and that the PAI came around one time as long as he’d been there. He 
added it was about May, June timeframe. He had called my father and said he was coming up to 
perform some “R” items. He was in the building for about seven to eight minutes. Asked what 
the “R” item was and he thought they were a recurring type of item. Discussed that the 12-month 
avionics inspection was outsourced he said he had to; we do not have the capability to perform 
that work. 
 
Asked how the relationship with the FAA was? He said besides the onetime that the PAI was 
here he does not think the PMI was ever here while he was the DOM. He added he doesn’t think 
he saw the maintenance guy more than twice. Asked in how many years, he said the current PMI 
started sometime in 2017. The only time he saw the PMI was when they did the conformity 
inspection on the Navajo in Ft. Lauderdale or West Palm, wherever we did it. 
 
Asked if the local FSDO ever came around and he said yes, quite frequently they are here to look 
at the flight school so yes, we see them. 
 
When asked if the FAA had any concerns with Air America or written any letters, he said not 
that he could remember. 
 
Asked to clarify the relationship between Air America and Clearwater Aviation he explained that 
Clearwater Aviation is what we do business under with the flight school and the maintenance. 
Air America was the135 charter operation. 
 
Asked who was the primary contact for the PMI he said that they would either call me or call my 
father. Ask if the PMI ever called to tell him they were coming over he said no, not that he could 
remember. 
 
Asked if the PMI could have contacted your father and planned a visit that you did not know 
about he said, no, not that he could remember. He added if they contacted my father, he usually 
tell me about things like that. Doesn’t mean it did not happen, I just did not hear about it. He 
added that the last visit by the PAI was in early 2018 and that was the last time I saw him. The 
last time I saw the PMI here was when the previous PMI had the certificate prior to the current 
PMI. The previous PMI was the last PMI in this building. He added that was sometime in 2017. 
 
Can you explain the Tdata? He explained that Tdata is the company that builds several programs 
such as I Approach that tracks all the AD’s and the MTrax program which I use for maintenance 
tracking and they have another program called ITrax for tracking inventory and their based in 
Ohio. 
 
Asked if he inputted the data into MTrax he responded that yes, I would have built that right off 
of the Falcon 50 AMM chapter 5 for each maintenance item. Asked if he followed the 



  

39 
 

manufacturers maintenance program, he responded, absolutely, that is how it worked. He further 
explained that he has both the maintenance and AD tracking, but he did not have the inventory 
tracking. They did not maintain inventory on sight. 
 
Asked about the progression sheet if that was from MTrax he said no, that is an internal work 
order document that he created. Asked if MTrax could print out a work order he said it can 
provide task cards but he uses the internal work order to keep everything the same. 
 
Asked if his father had an A&P license, he said no, not that he knew of. 
 
When asked about the report of problems with the brakes what did his father say? He said his 
father told him he wanted to check it out, go taxi the aircraft and see what was wrong. 
 
Asked about the monthly runs while the airplane was in storage, he explained they would run up 
the engines, run the APU, check out the avionics and exercise the flight controls (flaps, slat, TRs, 
hydraulics and the brakes).  
 
Did the FAA know the aircraft was in storage and he responded that yes, he talked to the 
previous PMI about it being in storage, but he did not recall ever talking to the current PMI about 
it being in storage. 
 
Just to clarify, since you were doing monthly runs the airplane was not pickled and the 
maintenance program was still in affect? He responded correct. Asked if he was required to let 
the FAA know the aircraft was in storage he said no, not that he knew. 
 
When asked about who actually worked on the Falcon, he said of the four the two junior 
mechanics might do some lubrication items that he really only allowed either himself or the other 
senior mechanic to perform the maintenance. The fourth mechanic that was let go did not 
perform maintenance on the Falcon? No, absolutely not. 
 
Asked when the 135 certificate was surrendered, he responded not sure of the date, but it was 
within days after the accident. 
 
Again, to clarify when he saw the current PMI he said when they did the conformity down south 
on the Navajo and maybe somewhere else, but not in this facility. 
 
Asked if any of the mechanics worked on the brakes, the antiskid system, the wheel speed 
transducer, any wiring and he said no. The only thing he could remember was just R&R of the 
antiskid valve, nothing on the transducers or the wiring. Asked if the antiskid valve was up in the 
wheel well, he said yes in that area. Asked specifically if anyone touched the wiring, he said no, 
no one. 
 
Asked if anyone removed the antiskid transducers he said no, we removed the wheels to do the 
wheel bearing lubrication, but you don’t remove the transducers when you remove a wheel. 
 
Asked about removing the brakes he said no, we removed the wheels, but we never removed the 
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brakes or the wheel transducers. Asked if the landing gear had ever been removed in the period 
of time they had the airplane and he responded no. 
 
Asked if he knew anything about braking problems on the aircraft from the previous flights or 
anything written up on the brakes, he responded there was never any write-ups, only the one item 
from the maintenance flight that the pilot said the brake pedal was soft, spongey. Asked if the 
pilot wrote it up in the logbook, he said no. 
 
When asked if anyone talked to him about any other brake issues, such as not being able to stop 
the airplane he said no, I am pretty sure I would remember someone telling me they couldn’t stop 
the airplane. 
 
Asked specifically if the pilots had a logbook that they could wright up maintenance items in he 
responded there was a flight can that had flight sheets in it with an area where you could write up 
squawks (maintenance items). 
 
Asked if there were any write-ups on the brakes, can’t stop, antiskid system, anything on the 
brakes? Or if anyone ever talked to you about the brakes? Not that he could remember other than 
the soft brake pedal item. He added I would think I would remember someone telling me they 
could not stop the airplane. He added, that would be pretty serious, and I would remember 
something like that. 
  
Interview ended at about 9:40 EDT. 
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